
Monday • October 21 

At 9:15 a.m. the pastors of the South Central Conference gathered for worship with 
Communion (service folder filed) in the sanctuary. Brother Strucely presided at the liturgy. 
Brother Mike Geiger preached on Exodus 32:7–14 under the theme, “Missionaries Are 
Middlemen.” He cited international hostage negotiator Chris Voss, who has said that a) 
negotiation needs to become collaboration, b) negotiators need to exercise tactical 
empathy, and c) successful negotiation is win-win for both sides; a half-win is a total 
loss. He then used these ideas to highlight the difference between the negotiation of 
Aaron and that of Moses, and to encourage us in our middleman position between God 
and sinful people. 

At 10:22, Andy Schroer told everyone to get into the sanctuary in one minute if they 
loved Jesus. Chairman Buege called the meeting to order at 10:25. He introduced the 
new brothers—Ted Bodjanac, Andrew Nemmers, David Salinas, and Tim Soukup.  

The secretary took roll call. Brothers Bi[er (Tulsa, OK), Rogas (Pinehurst, TX), and 
Huebner (Lowell, AR) were absent with excuse. Brothers Schwerin (Russellville, AR) 
and Krause (Corpus Christi, TX) were absent without excuse. Brothers Koelpin (Dallas, 
TX), VonDeylen (Friendswood, TX), Ledermann (Rockwall, TX), Cares (Lubbock, TX), 
and Schneider (University City, TX) arrived late. Retired brother Jeff Smith and Vicars 
Shepherd, Neumann, and Zondag were present. Also present were Brothers Brad 
Johnson (Synodical Council lay rep), Daniel Wagenknecht (Christian Giving Counselor), 
and later, Michael O[ersta[er (Vice President for Mission Advancement, Martin Luther 
College). There were a total of 50 present, including two staff ministers, three vicars, 
and one layman. Roll call concluded at 10:31. 

District President Pa[erson gave his report. He began with a devotional thought on 1 
Corinthians 15:9–11, encouraging us to work hard with the grace of God and to stay 
focused on God’s grace in Christ. He went on to highlight the recent calls and pastoral 
vacancies in the district. Brother Seager shot the undersigned a look for no reason at 
10:43. President Pa[erson also covered WELS VEBA retirement changes and synodical 
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doctrinal statements (roles of men and women and gender identity), and encouraged us 
to keep our “stats” up-to-date. He also “thrashed” us (evangelically) for not having 
liaisons to promote MLC’s new capital campaign. Around 11:00, Brother Schroer 
seemed to be spending a lot of time by the coffee and snacks. Brother Steve 
Wagenknecht took a phone call at 11:03. Pastor Pa[erson also highlighted the synod-
wide vacancy trends—119 pastoral vacancies, with 72 calls in the first week of teacher’s 
calling season, 21 for principals. He misspelled WELS as WESL in his presentation, 
apparently in a subtle a[empt to make us equate our synod with the Wessel family.  He 1

wrapped up at 11:09 and fielded questions, one of which concerned the CLC, 
concluding at 11:17. 

Synodical Council representative Brad Johnston gave his report (filed). He fielded a 
question from Vieths about the synod pension plan revision, concluding with, “I may 
continue the conversation ‘offline.’” He then fielded more comments and questions, 
like, “Are we in a recession?” By this point a great multitude were gathered around the 
coffee and snacks. Pastor Pa[erson also interspersed the conversation with his own 
comments. Brother Schoeneck asked about WELS VEBA. The report concluded at 11:45. 

The undersigned shared a question of casuistry related to a blind prospect resisting 
marriage. Clarifying questions were asked. Several brothers offered private feedback 
during free time. 

At 11:52, Brother Lindemann engaged in some zealous Holy Land advertising, for a 
tour in Spring 2021 (flyer filed). “The best” Israeli tour guide, Isaac, is booked. There will 
be lingering by important sites. John Strackbein made an extended comment and asked 
some questions. Brother Seager asked a question. The advertising was concluded at 
12:10 p.m. 

At 12:11 p.m., Brother Geiger said a lunch prayer. Chairman Buege encouraged us to 
“meet back at 1:15.” 

Brother Strackbein started saying, “Can you hear me now?” at 1:23, before beginning 
his paper, “Exegetical Comparison of Ma[hew 28:16–20 and Mark 16:15–16” (filed). 
Aper he finished the paper proper (p. 10) and some questions (e.g. about 
“doubted” [NIV] vs. “hesitated” [EHV] in Ma[. 28:17), we broke out into discussion 
groups to answer the questions on pp. 11–14. We then discussed them publicly. The 
entire presentation concluded, with thanks to the presenter, at 2:36. 

 I checked to make sure it wasn’t because WELS was already taken on the New York Stock 1

Exchange. It’s not. Wells Fargo is WFC. You’re welcome.
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Brother Wagenknecht gave a Special Ministries report (book and report filed). Brother 
Bivens gave some World Mission updates at 2:40, concluding at 2:46. Brother Dan 
Schmidt promoted Camp Shiloh, showing a one-minute video, concluding at 2:51. 
Retired brother Jeff Smith promoted the Lutheran Military Support Group, saying that 
“we can do be[er” in supporting the veterans in our midst. At 2:54, we were informed 
that Professor Gurgel of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary had accepted his call to become 
MLC’s next president. There is a ten-professor turnover at MLC. We took a twenty-
minute break at 2:55. 

The undersigned began his paper, “From Rending to Tending: The Biblical Paul from 
Birth to Apostleship” at 3:16. He concluded at 4:24, aper fielding some questions and 
comments. 

Brother Lindemann gave the evening devotion (see worship folder [filed], pp. 14–15), 
encouraging us to visit our inactive  members. He concluded at 4:56, and we adjourned 
for the day. 

Tuesday • October 22 

Brother Koelpin opened Day 2 of our conference with a morning devotion at 8:03 a.m. 
(see worship folder [filed], pp. 16–17). He concluded at 8:19. 
 
During the opening service on Monday, we had gathered an offering of $378. The MLC 
Equipping Christian Witnesses campaign and our synod’s Vietnam mission were 
suggested as recipients. A vote was taken, and our Vietnam mission won. 

At 8:20, Brother Bivens gave his paper, “Go and Make Disciple [sic] of All Nations: 
Missiological Musings on World Missions” (filed). At 9:10 he finished his paper proper 
(p. 12), and led a discussion about the blessings of exposure to a global perspective (pp. 
12–13). At 9:31, someone asked a question about the four Self-’s on pp. 5–6. There was 
also considerable discussion about the gospel always being counter-cultural and always 
a miracle. Brother Bivens read his concluding paragraph at 9:53, and was thanked at 
9:54. We took a break. 

At 10:12, Chairman Buege announced, “We’re starting the paper.” Brother Su[on began 
his paper, “Every Church a Mission, Every Pastor a Missionary” (filed). At 11:06, the 
undersigned was stunned to see that Brother Taylor was actually not on the golf course. 
Brother Su[on fielded comments at 11:20, and concluded aperward with our thanks. 

-  -3



Brother O[ersta[er of MLC than showed an MLC video about the Equipping Christian 
Witnesses campaign, which concluded at 11:40. Brother O[ersta[er gave closing 
remarks. District President Pa[erson asked us to think of one or two members who 
could help with the MLC campaign. 

At 11:47, Brother Hering gave us details about the GROW Conference and encouraged 
us to bring our leadership, but his accompanying use of a double entendre, when 
combined with his high volume, made us more than a li[le uncomfortable. 

At 11:49, our host announced that a sandwich lunch would be provided, which could be 
eaten here or on the go. Thanks were verbally given to our host and host congregation. 
Spring conference will be held at Holy Cross, Oklahoma City, on April 20–21, with 
Brother Strackbein hosting. We are looking for a congregation to host the fall conference 
on October 19 & 20. 

Brother Moll gave the closing devotion at 11:52 (see worship folder [filed], p. 18–19). He 
concluded at 12:06, and with that, our fall conference was adjourned. 

For the most part respectfully submi[ed, 

Nathaniel J. Biebert, Conference Secretary
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