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Mark 1:38 – Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages— 
so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” 

New Mission Starts 
Our requests for new mission starts in West San Antonio, Texas (Pastor Nathan Sutton) and Amarillo, Texas 
(Pastor Jeremy Cares) were both approved by the WELS Board for Home Missions (BHM).  In addition, the BHM 
approved a new mission start in North Liberty, Iowa; mission restarts in Dix Hills, New York, and Santa Clarita, 
California; and unsubsidized mission development status in Menasha, Wisconsin.  The formal vote to approve 
these new missions took place on May 7, 2020.  However, at that same time, they decided not to authorize the 
release of mission subsidy until the BHM meeting on September 18, 2020. 

SCDMB Members 
Pastor Nathan Sutton serves at the Associate Chairman for the SCDMB.  For the past year we have been working 
through a transition plan as my second term as Chairman will expire on June 30, 2020.  In addition, Pastor 
Matthew Brown received a special appointment to the SCDMB to begin filling the at-large position held Pastor 
Sutton.  There is also a newer at-large layman on the board.  Mr. Brian Grundmeier was appointed to fill the 
vacancy caused by Mr. Robert Browning’s departure for health reasons.  All these men are well trained and the 
board is functioning smoothly and efficiently.  To the extent that my recommendation carries any weight, they 
would be a fine group of men to elect at the District Convention in June. 

TNT Initiative 
In 2012, our district launched an initiative to start ten new missions in the span of ten years.  The “Ten in Ten” 
initiative became affectionately known as TNT.  In the summer of 2019, we reached our goal with the new 
mission start in Houston, Texas.  However, rather than saying, “Mission accomplished,” the effort will continue 
under the new name: “The Next Ten” (TNT).  One element of the TNT initiative is an annual retreat.  The date 
and location of the retreat is under reconsideration due to issues related to the coronavirus outbreak. 

Vicar in Mission Settings 
There will be 18 men assigned through the Vicar in Mission Settings (ViMS) program this year.  Typically, the 
ViMS program assigns about 23 vicars.  However, this year the vicar class is slightly smaller and the number of 
requests from congregations outside the ViMS program was higher than usual.  (We are thankful for this, 
especially in light of a larger vicar class that will God-willing be assigned in 2021.)  Two vicars will be assigned to 
our district this year—the SCDMB will send one vicar to Victory of the Lamb in Katy, Texas, and the WELS 
Campus Ministry Committee will send a vicar to Beautiful Savior in College Station, Texas.   

Summer Vicars 
Contact the SCDMB Chairman if you are interested in making use of the Summer Student Assistant program.  
The deadline for submitting a request is November 1.  This summer (2020), a seminary student will be serving at 
Christ the Lord in Houston, Texas. 

Home Missions Special Funds 
If you are classified as a subsidized or unsubsidized mission with the South Central District Mission Board, you are 
eligible to access Home Missions’ special funds.  Additional information and requests must be made through the 
SCDMB Chairman.  In general, there are special funds available for: Campus Ministry, Children & Adult Bible Study, 
ESL Programs, Hispanic Worship & Outreach, First Public Service Assistance, Multi-Cultural Outreach, Musical 
Assistance, and Tools for Outreach. 



 
Resources 

Church Extension Fund (CEF)  
Since 1993, CEF has given over $25M in grants to mission congregations.  This is only possible in coordination 
with the strong support of individuals who “invest” with CEF.  Visit the CEF website for all sorts of helpful 
information and videos that help to explain their mission and how you and your members can be involved. Note: 
At the present time, CEF continues to be very stable, however, they have placed a new hold on any new loan 
requests until July 31, 2020. 

WELS Mission Journeys 
If you have an opportunity to use a mission team, WELS Mission Journeys is the program for you.  (This is the 
replacement for the old Kingdom Workers’ Travel-Canvass-Witness (TCW) program.  For more information, 
contact Mr. Shannon Boehme (shannon.bohme@wels.net) at WELS Home Missions.  WELS Mission Journeys is 
also the system used by the MLC Daylight program. 

WELS Missions Promotions  

 Printed and digital materials including display kits, fact sheets, maps, booklets, bookmarks and photos. 

 www.wels.net/aom/missions 

Christian Aid & Relief Committee (CAR)  
Congregations can submit grant requests for humanitarian aid programs that provide relief for individuals in need 
and a bridge for the gospel.  The committee also can receive special requests during the course of the year. 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS)  
Keep an eye out for a spring mission rally that will take place near you.  Your attendance makes a difference! 

The Antioch Foundation & The Antioch II Foundation (www.AntiochFoundation.org) 
This foundation is the effort of a WELS family that distributes approximately $1 million each year in grants that 
can range from $2,000 to $50,000.  Information about both foundations is available at the website above. 

 If your congregation receives WELS mission subsidy, you must use the Antioch II Foundation. 
Applications must be submitted to the SCDMB by September 1. 

 Any congregation / ministry that is financially self-supporting may use the Antioch Foundation. 
Applications may be submitted to the Antioch Foundation between October 15, to November 15. 

Next SCDMB Meeting 
The members of the SCDMB will meet via teleconference on Wednesday, May 20, 2020.  We are also hopeful that 
we will be able to meet face to face in Houston sometime during the month of June. 

 

We are forgiven! 
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