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Online resources for training in this “work from home” era: take 
advantage of Congregational Services resources to train your 
members. You’ll find a variety of videos and instruction modules 
at www.welscongregationalservices.net  (Look under “Modules.”) Special Ministries has added 
information on ministry to the military as a “Compassion Ministry” module. Congregational 
Services will soon share a comprehensive resource for WELS congregations to use navigating 
the future with COVID-19 issues. You will not want to miss an especially helpful article that the 
WELS Nurses Association prepared on precautions to take when reopening. 

Exercise that Spirit-given faith. For the first weeks of quarantine, churches have rightly focused 
on worship and Bible study. We often compare our need for the Word to our need for food. 
Remember, also that a faith needs to be exercised! Jesus had much to say about Christian love. 
The early Christian church was known for its mercy in a crisis. Many of the hardest hit are those 
under Special Ministries’ areas of focus: special needs children, inmates, homebound, and 
institutionalized. While it may not be possible to gather, it is vital to find ways to serve the 
forgotten and hurting people. Special Ministries stands ready to guide and advise in unusual 
circumstances. Email specialministries@wels.net 

WELS Connection is available for free during this time when many churches can’t assemble. 
Share it Facebook. The May edition tells about the new technology used at the Mission for the 
Visually Impaired. Printed copies of Meditations and Forward in Christ are free for your visually 
impaired members. They can subscribe by calling MVI (651-291-1536) or emailing 
welsvisimp@wels.net. MVI needs volunteers who have some ability to work on the Internet or 
can learn to sound edit.  Most volunteers can work from home. 

This fall’s Chaplain Certification course “Geriatric and Care Facility Ministry” comes with 100% 
tuition grant to all members and called workers of WELS and ELS congregations. Registration is 
already open for this course at the Martin Luther Memorial Elder Care Ministries (MLMEC) 
website using the tuition grant. 
https://mlecm.org/index.php/citizens-of-heaven-elder-care-ministry-lay-opportunities 
This summer, MLC will open registration for 2 other Fall Chaplain Cert courses, “A Scriptural 
Approach to Addiction Counseling” and “Grounded in Scripture”.  More information at 
www.mlc-wels.edu/continuing-education/wels-chaplain-certificate/   

Please provide Special Ministries with contact information for your members who are in the 
military or who are incarcerated. Like sheep among wolves, our members in the military leave 
home, face life and death situations, and are tempted by peer pressure. And consider the trials 
for faith faced by WELS members who are incarcerated. It takes less than a minute to connect a 
member with WELS military ministry or prison ministry using www.wels.net/refer  

Withdrawing to our homes is motivated by a desire for safety and to protect others. What if 
being at home means living 24/7 with an abuser? Unfortunately home is not a safe place for 
some. Freedom for the Captives has devotions for survivors on their website 
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www.freedomforcapives.com and information on their Facebook page to help those facing 
abuse. For more information, email freedom@wels.net.  

Love in Action The beautiful booklet about Special Ministries is available online at 
www.WELS.net/special-ministries  

Idleness is the devil’s workshop! As might be expected, during this time of stress and isolation, 
the temptation and the use of pornography has increased dramatically. Promote Conquerors 
through Christ’s excellent website and their encouraging Facebook page. Parents will find 
materials to guide them in addressing this topic with their children. 
www.conquerorsthroughchrist.net  

The South Central District Special Ministries committee exists to assist you in working to assure 
that all can benefit from the ministry of the Word in your church, regardless of obstacles that 
hinder participation. District Coordinator Pastor Steven Wagenknecht [520-450-0442] and Staff 
Minister David Kasischke [210-394-2232] are assisted by the following district contacts or 
specialists in the various areas of Special Ministries. You can contact them directly for 
assistance in beginning or improving your special ministries. 
o Deaf & HH– Rebecca Fielding (College Station 716-899-8696) <rlfielding@yahoo.com> 
o IDDM – Brenda Wagenknecht (Weslaco 520-233-0554) <bkwagen@gmail.com>   
o Called Worker Care – Pastor Steven Wagenknecht (Weslaco 520-450-0442) 

<ewagen@hotmail.com> 
o Prison Ministry – Pastor Ben Schone (Houston 507-217-1547) <ben.schone@awlcs.org>  
o Military Services – Heather Hellwig (San Antonio ) <heather_hellwig@hotmail.com> 
o Mental Health; Health and Wellness; and Visually Impaired – yet to be filled. If you or one 

of your members has a heart for one of these ministries, we are looking for volunteers to 
be district contacts. 
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