
The Installation of a Pastor

     This rite follows the Prayer of the Church; in Evening Prayer it follows the Hymn after 
the Sermon.

     Installation shall be administered under the authorization of the District President. 

     The officiating minister shall turn to the pastor-elect, who has presented himself 
before the altar, and the officiating minister shall say:

     M: Dear Brother: 

     Since you have been called as pastor of this congregation and are about to assume 
charge of the flock of Christ in this place, it is fitting that you should
     be reminded of the solemn duties of your sacred office, that you may carry them out 
in a manner that is fitting for a faithful servant of Christ. 

     As an ambassador of Christ you are to preach and teach the pure doctrine of God's 
Word, to administer the Sacraments according to Christ's
     institution, to instruct the young in the way of salvation, to counsel the inquiring, to 
strengthen the weak, to seek the lost and reclaim the straying, to
     comfort the sorrowing, to care for the needy, to visit the sick, to minister to the dying, 
and always to have in your heart and pray for the spiritual
     welfare of every soul under your care. 

     You are to devote yourself to the meditation and study of the Scriptures, to carry out 
your duties in conformity with the Word of God. You (and your
     family) are to be an example to others in godliness and Christian living, putting no 
stumbling block in anyone's path, so that the ministry will not be
     discredited. 

     The Apostle Paul says: 

          Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he 
desires a noble task. Now the overseer must be above
          reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not
          violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his 
own family well and see that his children obey him with
          proper respect. He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited 
and fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must
          also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace 
and into the devil's trap. 
                                                                                                 1 Timothy 3:1-4, 6, 7

          Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 



encourage - with great patience and careful instruction.
          But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 
                                                                                                     2 Timothy 4:2, 5

          Set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 
Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of
          Scripture, to preaching, and to teaching. Do not neglect your gift, which was given 
you through a prophetic message when the body of
          elders laid their hands on you. Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to 
them, so that everyone may see your progress. Watch
          your life and your doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will 
save both yourself and your hearers. 
                                                                                                   1 Timothy 4:12-16

     I ask you, therefore, dear brother, in the presence of God and this congregation:

     Are you willing and ready to assume this responsibility and to faithfully carry out all 
the duties of your ministry? 

     R: I am. 

     M: Will you preach and teach the pure Word of God in accordance with the 
Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and will you give
     faithful witness in the world, that God's love may be known in all that you do? 

     R: Yes, with the help of God.

     Then the officiating minister may say to the congregation: 

     M: Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

     You have heard the solemn promise given by the man you have called to be your 
pastor.

     I admonish and charge you, therefore, receive him as your pastor, and always 
remember what the Word of God demands of you as members of his
     flock: 

     Be eager to hear the preaching of the Word, receiving it not as the word of men, but 
as it actually is, the word of God. 

     Listen to his admonition, humbly receiving the word planted in you, which can save 
you. 



     Aid him by your word and example in instructing the young, remembering the 
exhortation to bring up your children in the training and instruction of the
     Lord. 

     Honor and love him, as the Apostle Paul says: Respect those who work hard among 
you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold
     them in the highest regard in love because of their work. 

     Pray for him continually, that in his labors and pressures he may continue to have a 
cheerful spirit and his ministry among you may be greatly blessed. 

     Provide also for his physical needs, for the Lord says: The worker deserves his 
wages; and the Apostle Paul says, anyone who receives instruction in
     the word must share all good things with his instructor. 

     Finally, remember the words of the Scriptures: Obey your leaders and submit to their 
authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give
     account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of 
no advantage to you. 

     I now ask you: 

     Are you willing to receive your pastor as a minister of God? Will you show him that 
love, honor and obedience in the Lord which you owe to an
     overseer and guide placed over you by the Lord Jesus Christ, the Chief Shepherd 
and Overseer of Souls? 

     C: We are. 

     Then the pastor-elect shall kneel. 

     M: Dear Brother: 

     By virtue of your call, I now install you as pastor of this congregation in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, charging you
     to be diligent and faithful in performing your duties, since you will give an account of 
your stewardship on the day that Christ appears. 

     May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,
     equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in you what is 
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and
     ever. Amen. 

     Then the assisting pastors, in turn, may lay their right hands on the head of the 



pastor-elect and pronounce similar benedictions (such as
     Joshua 1:7-8; Psalm 20:1-2; Psalm 27:1,14; Psalm 84:7-8; Isaiah 52:7; Daniel 12:3; 
2 Corinthians 2:14-16; 2 Corinthians 4:6-7; 1 Timothy
     4:6-7; 1 Timothy 4:16; 2 Timothy 1:13-14). 

     Then the officiating minister, turning to the newly installed pastor and taking his right 
hand, shall say: 

     M: Go then. Be a shepherd of the flock that is under your care, serving as an 
overseer - not because you must, but because you are willing, as God
     wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those 
entrusted to you, but being an example to the flock. And when the
     Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive a crown of glory that will never fade away. 

     The almighty and most merciful God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 
and preserve you. Amen. 

     Then the officiating minister shall face the altar and say one of the following prayers: 

     M: Merciful God and Father, you have graciously promised that through the 
preaching of the crucified Christ those who believe in him will be saved.
     By your Holy Spirit grant grace to your servant whom you have given to be pastor of 
this congregation. Grant him readiness and steadfastness in this
     ministry, patience, understanding, and great zeal. Support and strengthen him in 
your service that by your Word your Church may be built and
     increased; through your Son, our great High Priest, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 
(LW Agenda, p. 226).

     OR

     O Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal and only Son of God, you sit at the right hand of the 
Father and give gifts to men, sending out pastors and teachers to
     prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ, the Church, 
may be built up. We thank and praise you that you have again
     provided this flock with a faithful shepherd. We ask you to grant your grace to both 
pastor and people, that they may do what pleases you, holding on
     to faith and a good conscience, and finally, with all the elect, obtain eternal life. Amen 
(Lutheran Agenda, p. 114). 

     OR

     Almighty and most merciful God and Father, through your one and only Son, Jesus 
Christ, you have established your Church to be a temple and
     dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. We give thanks that you continue to provide 
shepherds to feed and serve your flock over which the Holy Spirit has
     made them overseers. We humbly implore you to strengthen your pastors at all times 



that through their ministry of Word and Sacrament your people
     may bear fruit in your knowledge and service and grow up into him who is the head, 
Jesus Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be glory
     now and forever. Amen (LW Agenda, p. 227). 

                               Father in heaven, 
                               hallowed be your name,
                               your kingdom come,
                               your will be done
                               on earth as in heaven.
                               Give us today our daily bread.
                               Forgive us our sins,
                               as we forgive those
                               who sin against us.
                               Lead us not into temptation, 
                               but deliver us from evil.
                               For the kingdom, the power,
                               and the glory are yours
                               now and forever. Amen.
                                                           OR
                                                                  Our Father, who art in heaven,
                                                                  hallowed be thy name,
                                                                  thy kingdom come,
                                                                  thy will be done
                                                                  on earth as it is in heaven.
                                                                  Give us this day our daily bread;
                                                                  and forgive us our trespasses,
                                                                  as we forgive those who
                                                                  trespass against us;
                                                                  and lead us not into temptation,
                                                                  but deliver us from evil.
                                                                  For thine is the kingdom
                                                                  and the power and the glory
                                                                  forever and ever. Amen.

     The newly installed, as the called pastor of the flock, shall take charge of the 
remainder of the service. 


