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HYMN 478 – With the Lord Begin Your Task



INVOCATION

M The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you.

C And also with you. 

RESPONSIVE PRAISE FROM THE PSALMS

M Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD who minister by night in the house of 
the LORD. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the LORD. (134:1,2)

C Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.  Praise 
the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.  (Psalm 103:1,2)

M Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he 
has done.  Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. (105:1,2)

C I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your 
faithfulness known through all generations.  I will declare that your love stands 
firm forever, that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself. (89:1,2)

M Create in me a clean heart O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
C Do not cast me away from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.

M Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me.
C Then I will teach transgressors your ways and sinners will turn back to you. 

(51:10-13)

M O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. (Psalm 51:15)
C Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing praise to his name, for that is 

pleasant. (135:3)



M How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!  It is like precious oil 
poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, 
down upon the collar of his robes.

C It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion.  For there the LORD 
bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. (133)

M May the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth, bless you from Zion. (134:3)
C God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him. (67:7)

RESPONSE 494 – Blest Be the Tie that Binds (1,2,5)

1 Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.

2 Before our Father’s throne
We pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.

5 From sorrow, toil, and pain
And sin we shall be free
And perfect love and friendship reign
Through all eternity.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M Almighty God, look with favor on those whom you have called to minister to your 
people.  Fill them with faithfulness to your doctrine and clothe them with holiness of 
life that they may joyfully serve to the glory of your name and for the benefit of your 
Church; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.



C Amen.

FIRST LESSON Joshua 1:1-9

God’s servants work with the confidence that only God can give.

JOSHUA 1:1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to 
Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all 
these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to 
them--to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I 
promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the 
great river, the Euphrates--all the Hittite country--to the Great Sea on the west. 5 No one 
will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.

6 “Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I 
swore to their forefathers to give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to 
obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, 
that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart 
from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, 
for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”

PSALM Psalm 46

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 2 With might of ours can naught be done,
A trusty shield and weapon; Soon were our loss effected;
He helps us free from ev’ry need But for us fights the valiant one
That has us now o’ertaken. Whom God himself elected.
The old evil foe You ask, “Who is this?”
Now means deadly woe; Jesus Christ it is,
Deep guile and great might The almighty Lord,
Are his dread arms in fight; And there’s no other God;
On earth is not his equal. He holds the field forever.

3 Though devils all the world should fill, 4 The Word they still shall let remain
All eager to devour us, Nor any thanks have for it;
We tremble not, we fear no ill; He’s by our side upon the plain



They shall not overpow’r us. With his good gifts and Spirit.
This world’s prince may still And do what they will--
Scowl fierce as he will, Hate, steal, hurt, or kill--
He can harm us none. Though all may be gone,
He’s judged; the deed is done! Our victory is won;
One little word can fell him. The kingdom’s our forever!

SECOND LESSON Revelation 1:9-20
Paul speaks about the ministry resolve with which he came to Corinth.

REVELATION 1:9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom 
and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of 
the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, 
and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what 
you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, 
Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I 
saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone “like a son 
of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his 
chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were 
like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like 
the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his 
mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its 
brilliance.

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand 
on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I 
was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and 
Hades.

19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 
20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven 
golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and 
the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

VERSE OF THE DAY



M Alleluia.  Let the one who has my Word speak it faithfully.  Alleluia.
C [sings]

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by his blood.”

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 9:35-10:4
Jesus sees the harvest and the need for workers.  He asks his disciples to pray for workers and 
then assigns them the task of fulfilling their own prayers.

MATTHEW 9:35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

10:1 He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil 
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and 
his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

HYMN OF THE DAY 567 – Awake, O Spirit, Who Inspired

SERMON Revelation 1:12-16

You Don’t Minister Alone
1. Jesus stands among his churches.

2. Jesus holds you in his hand.



CONFESSION OF FAITH

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

INSTALLATION OF PASTOR MARK GEFALLER

HYMN 547 – We Bid You Welcome in the Name

CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION

MLord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close.  Stay with us and 
warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ.  May your Word keep our faith 
burning brightly that we may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness 
of this world.  We, your creatures, glorify you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 541 – Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide
Pastor and Mrs. Jeremy Belter



Pastor Mau was born in Stoughton, Wisconsin.  He attended Lutheran elementary 
schools in northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin.  After sixth grade, his family moved 
to Colorado (and, eventually, to Wyoming).  For his first two years of high school, he 
attended Northwestern Lutheran Academy in Mobridge, South Dakota.  In 1974, he 
graduated from Cheyenne Central High School (Cheyenne, Wyoming).

Pastor Mau began college in the University of Wyoming system (junior college in 
Cheyenne, then on to Laramie).  During his sophomore year, he met his new major … 
Debbie Davis.  School just couldn’t compete with a major that interesting, so, in 1976, he 
married his major and went to work.  His father had spent many years in the insurance 
business, so he followed his dad into that career field.  He spent 12 years in business 
focusing mainly on property and casualty insurance for individuals and small businesses.

Debbie was born in Glendale, California, but her parents, not being big city folk, moved 
to Wyoming when she was 9 months old.  Her dad became a construction foreman for a 
large builder in Wyoming.  After moving every couple of years as contracts finished, her 
dad took a job as the Director of Physical Plant for the Converse County School System 
(Douglas, Wyoming).  Her dad is retired and still lives in Douglas.  Debbie’s mom passed 
to glory in 2003.  After high school, Debbie moved from Douglas down to Laramie (her 
brother lived there).  There, she ran into this guy from Cheyenne that just wouldn’t leave 
her alone … so she married him.

Pastor and Debbie have four children (ages 12 to 32 … how’s that for family planning?).  
Becky is married, runs the business end of a child-care center, and lives with her family 
in Wisconsin.  Jon is a surgical nurse (former Hospital Corpsman attached to the 1st 
Marines), and lives in Baltimore.  Beth is married, runs a daycare out of her home, and 
lives with her family in Minnesota.  Katie is our native Texan.  She was born in Temple, 
Texas, in 1996.  Pastor and Debbie have four grandchildren.

Long story made short (it will take me several years to unwind it all for you): Pastor 
graduated from our seminary in 1994 (at age 37).  His first call was to Abiding Savior 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (exploratory), in Killeen, Texas.  Pastor Mau served there 
from 1994 to 2001, when he accepted the call to serve Atonement Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Parkville, Maryland.
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