
INSTALLATION OF SYNOD AND DISTRICT OFFICERS AND ADMINISTRATORS

Installations of synod or district officers are administered under the authorization of the president of the synod or the district president. The installation of a synod administrator is administered 
under the authorization of the president of the synod.

A hymn may be sung. 

Those being installed present themselves before the altar.

The installing minister addresses the assembly. 

M: Our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod along with our own South Central District is a fellowship of Christian congregations built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief Cornerstone. In him we are united in faith, doctrine, and practice to nurture his Body, the Church, through Word and 
Sacrament; to serve his Church by training ministers of his Word; and to extend his kingdom of grace throughout the world by the faithful proclamation of that Word to all 
nations.

God provides various gifts to his people for the good of his Church, as the apostle Paul says, “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds 
of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
for the common good.”

EXHORTATION
For synod and district officers

M: Dear brothers in Christ, in Christian freedom and in accord with our constitution, we have elected you to these district offices.

You are to serve God’s people in the congregations of our district by carrying out your duties not only as they are described in the constitution, but also by making every 
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. Faithfully preserve the apostolic foundation and Lutheran character of our district by conforming your 
service to the Word of Christ and the Lutheran Confessions. Encourage the saints in service to the Lord, hold forth the pure gospel in Word and Sacrament, and promote the 
spread of Christ’s kingdom.

You are to speak the truth in love, as the apostle Peter reminds us all: “Love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. If anyone speaks, he should do 
it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To 
him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.”

Devote yourselves to the meditation and study of the Scriptures. Consider the apostle Paul’s exhortation to the Colossians: “Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. See to it that no one takes you captive 
through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. For in Christ all the fullness of the 
Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.”

The ability to carry out the important work is not in us but comes alone from God. St. Paul reminds those who serve the Church, “Not that we are competent in ourselves, 
but our competence comes from God. He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant — not of the letter but of the spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life.” 

The Holy Spirit, who himself has called you to this office, will be with you.

PROMISES 

M: I now ask you, in the presence of God and this assembly:

Are you fully determined to carry out the responsibilities of your office according to the grace which God will give? 

R: I am.



M: Do you believe that the canonical books of the Old and New Testament are the inspired Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice?

R: I do.

M: Do you accept the three Ecumenical Creeds—the Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian—as faithful testimonies to the truth of the Holy Scriptures, and do you reject all 
the errors which they condemn?

R: I do.

M: Do you believe that the Unaltered Augsburg Confession is a true exposition of the Word of God and a correct presentation of the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church; and that the other confessions in the Book of Concord are also in agreement with this one scriptural faith: the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Small and 
Large Catechisms of Martin Luther, the Smalcald Articles, and the Formula of Concord?

R: I do.

M: Will you strive faithfully to perform all the duties of your office in accord with the guidance of the constitution and in conformity with the Holy Scriptures and the 
Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church?

R: I will, and I ask God to help me.

M: Will you adorn your office with a godly life rooted and built up in Jesus Christ? Will you devote yourselves to prayer and to the study of the Word so that your speech will 
always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone?

R: I will, and I ask God to help me.

M: Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them.

When several people are installed, each one may step forward to kneel individually and then return to his place.

installation
The one being installed kneels.

The installing minister, laying his right hand on the head of the one being installed, says: 

__________ , I install you as _______________ in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

May the Lord pour out on you his Holy Spirit for the work committed to you that you may faithfully proclaim the gospel as you serve God's people.

Those assisting may, in turn, lay their right hands on the head of the one installed and speak an appropriate Bible passage. 

The one installed stands.

prayer
The following or another prayer is said. Another prayer may be used for administrators. 

M: Let us pray.

Almighty God, we praise you for the gift of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We give thanks that you have kept your promise to be with us always and that you continue to 
provide leaders for your Church on earth. Use the gifts and energy of these brothers to proclaim your Word faithfully, to serve others by their zeal for your kingdom, and to 
guide the Church in the wisdom of the gospel. May they serve diligently to safeguard the Church in times of trouble from all error and division, and by their efforts 
stimulate peace and harmony. Give them joy in his work among us, for Jesus’ sake, and bless their families during their time of service. May their efforts produce fruit 
among us so that the cross of your Son is held up before the world, and many hear the word of salvation, peace, and blessing that is ours through Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



C: Amen.

lord’s prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

M: Go, then, and take up the work to which you have been elected.

May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with 
everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us that which is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.

C: Amen.
Those installed return to their places.

A hymn may be sung.


