
Monday • April 9 

At 9:03 a.m. the pastors of the South Central Conference gathered for worship with 
Communion (service folder filed) in the sanctuary. Brother Wagenknecht presided at the 
liturgy. Brother MaC Braun preached on John 10:11-18, stressing that Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd for all people. The service concluded at 10:05, and we took a “five minute” 
break. 

At 10:19, 14 minutes later, Chairman Buege called the meeting to order without success. 
At 10:20 District President PaCerson aCempted to call us to order with greater success. 
The brothers now began to quiet down and take their places in the pews. 
At 10:21 Chairman Buege, who had leV the sanctuary, returned to do his job. 
At 10:22 Chairman Buege tried again, and we successfully got underway. 

Roll call was taken. 29 pastors, four vicars, three staff ministers, two turtledoves, one 
interning staff minister, one Synodical Council representative, one Kingdom Workers 
representative, one professor from our seminary, one MLC representative, and a 
partridge in a pear tree were present.  Six brothers were officially excused, either by 1

themselves or others who knew of their situations; the remaining seven pastors were 
absent without excuse. 

At 10:26 the district president gave his devotion, beginning his official report at 10:36. 
There are currently 125 pastoral vacancies, 106 parish vacancies. The Congregational 
Assistant Program (CAP) was discussed and distinguished from the actual staff 
ministry program. The upcoming district convention was also discussed; there will be a 
church dedication in Rockwall the night before, to which we were all cordially invited. 

At 11:30 Brad Johnston, the Synodical Council rep, gave his report (filed). 
At 11:38 the district president resumed the floor to discuss the Conference of Presidents’ 
Pastoral Brief on the elements in the Lord’s Supper (filed). 

 No, there were not actually turtledoves and a partridge present. I know I don’t have to explain that, but 1

these are official minutes.
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At 11:40 Brother Seager gave his Evangelism Report (filed). 
At 11:43 Brother Wagenknecht gave the Nominating CommiCee Report and the Special 
Ministries Report (both filed). He offered a special reward to anyone who could fit 
Brother Geiger in the body sock in the Sensory Room at Abiding Savior. He also gave 
announcements pertaining to his role as host pastor. 
Brother Belter gave his swan-song Adult Discipleship Report (filed). It was affirmed by 
several brothers that he is now dead to us, though the new man in us wished him well 
in his new call in Colorado. 
At 11:54 Brother Hering put a plug in for Camp Shiloh. He did not need the mic. 
At 11:56 the conference offering of $274 was discussed. The suggested destinations were 
the new Vietnam ministry with which our synod has been connected and the MLC 
Congregational Partner Grant program. AVer two different votes were taken, the laCer 
suggestion won out. 
At 12:01 Brother Braun led us in a meal prayer and we broke for a delicious nacho 
lunch. 

The aVernoon session sort of began at 1:02 with Professor Kenneth Cherney giving us 
seating instructions (ideally five to a table for breakout discussion purposes). Brother 
Seager was trying to sit by himself. When a brother saw Brother Seager’s need and 
encouraged us, “Someone bless Paul,” Brother Schneider responded from an adjoining 
table, “Bless you, Paul.” Brother Seager was eventually joined by others. 
At 1:04, at the instigation of the secretary in the absence of the chairman, Brother 
Wagenknecht formally introduced Prof. Cherney, who then began his presentation, 
“The Unknown Unknowns: Enhancing Awareness for Cross-Cultural Ministry” (filed). 
At 1:06 Prof. Cherney said his presentation was “a study in cultural anthropology,” and 
our minds were blown. 
At 1:08 the professor concluded his introduction and his presentation was formally 
begun with a poetry reading by Brother Cares. 
At 1:09 Prof. Cherney used the word stichometrically in its proper context, and our minds 
were blown. 
At 2:12 we finished our discussion at the boCom of p. 2 and took a “10 minute” break. 
At 2:28, 16 minutes later, the professor told us to coagulate. 
At 2:30, Brother OCerstaCer, the MLC rep, did a great impersonation of former 
seminary professor John Jeske. 
At 2:31 the professor was actually able to resume his presentation. 
At 2:35 Chairman Buege had still not returned from break. 
At 2:59 Brother Bivens said, “A third kiss for the pastor.” 
During this session there was a discussion about what constitutes church music or 
devotional content that is “deep.” 
At 4:13 we took another “10 minute” break. 
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At 4:32, 19 minutes later, the professor threatened to sing to us if we did not resume our 
places. He had apparently not yet acclimated to our culture, in which mingling is 
actually considered part of resumption of a session.  2

At 4:34 Chairman Buege had still not returned from break, but (or therefore?) we 
resumed anyway. 
At 5:04 Prof. Cherney used the word desideratum in its proper context, and our minds 
were blown. 
At 5:32 the secretary was able to begin leading the evening devotion aVer finally geCing 
his accompanying 2-slide presentation to work. 
The devotion closed at 5:53, and we adjourned for the day for a delicious brisket supper 
served by the congregation and an evening of border crossing and fellowship, including 
a glorious hand of Sheepshead at the Holiday Inn Express in which the secretary would 
accrue 12 points. 

Tuesday • April 10 

At 8:00 a.m., the scheduled starting time, we did not start, continuing a paCern that 
demonstrated that we were not as white or Germanic as we perhaps thought we were. 
At 8:06 Brother Geiger, the morning devotional leader, aCempted to get us in order. 
At 8:08 we had our morning devotion, in which Brother Geiger encouraged us to make 
it our goal to win souls for Christ, not for a particular human culture. He concluded at 
8:26. 
At 8:27 Professor Cherney resumed his presentation. We began with a discussion of and 
reflection on the previous day’s content. 
At 9:14 we concluded our discussion and reflection and the professor continued with 
new material. 
At 9:48 Brother Rogas checked his phone. 
At 9:55 we took a “10 minute” break. 
At 10:14, 19 minutes later, we resumed. 
Professor Cherney concluded his presentation by switching gears to talk about the 
seminary’s pursuit of accreditation. He talked about both the benefits and the legitimate 
concerns and fielded questions. At 10:32 he concluded, was thanked in the traditional 
manner, and departed. 

At 10:33 Brother Shoeneck gave his District Mission Board Report (filed). Our district 
president also shared mission encouragement as an addendum to this report, 
concluding with the encouragement that we get off our backsides and do it. Brother 
Schoeneck also fielded questions about St. Mark, Duncanville. 
At 11:04 Chairman Buege gave an update about King of Kings in Alexandria. 

 As if I as the secretary could actually speak to that, being a part of this culture for barely a year myself.2
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At 11:05 Brother Degner gave a Board for World Missions update. 
At 11:09 he tried to share a video about Academia Cristo, but encountered technological 
problems, especially with volume. However, we were eventually able to watch the 
video. When Brother Hering saw that one of the places a WELS leader would be making 
a personal follow-up visit was Cancun, he immediately volunteered. 
At 11:09 there was a loud thunderbolt and Brother Degner fell to his knees: “Help, St. 
Anne, and I will become a monk!”  3

At 11:16 guest Bill Meier, a representative from Kingdom Workers, asked us to get out 
our smartphones or laptops and go to lutheranvolunteerconnect.com. He told us how 
this was the new avenue for fulfilling requests for volunteers in our synod and other 
churches within our fellowship. 
At 11:27 Michael OCerstaCer gave an update on our synodical schools (reports filed). He 
also talked up the Congregational Partner Grant program. 

At 11:35 Chairman Buege gave his closing remarks, which did not include an apology 
for all the times he had been late in returning aVer breaks. Our fall conference will be on 
October 15 & 16 at Christ the King Lutheran Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and next 
year’s Spring Conference will be a three-day conference (April 29 - May 1) at Camp 
Shiloh, since it will include a sort-of off-campus Summer Quarter for continuing 
education. The chairman also passed along thank-yous to the various people involved 
in hosting and helping us so marvelously during our conference. 
At 11:38 Brother Schone led us in the closing devotion. 
At 11:49 we finished singing “I Love to Tell the Story,” and therewith stood adjourned. 
This was followed by a mad dash for sack lunches, which included sandwiches, chips, 
cookies, and optional candy. (The secretary took a small bag of Sour Patch Kids.) 

For the most part respectfully submiCed, 

Nathaniel J. Biebert, Conference Secretary

 No, not really. There was a loud thunderbolt though; it was a stormy morning.3

- �  -4

http://lutheranvolunteerconnect.com

