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Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages— 

so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” (Mark 1:38) 

Perhaps it comes as no surprise to hear me say, “Let us go somewhere else.”  But, the disciples were certainly 

surprised when they heard Jesus say it.  The disciples thought there was so much opportunity right where they 

were at that it was inconceivable to think of going somewhere else.  There was a line out the door to see Jesus.  

People were healed.  Demons squealed.  The next morning the disciples assumed they would pick up the work 

right where they left off.  But, as Peter slipped into the routine of ministry, Jesus slipped away to meditate.  And, 

when Peter finally found him, he said, “Everyone here in this town is looking for you.”   

Who of us wouldn’t like to have so many ripe opportunities?  How many of us have prayed that our own 

ministry might be so active?  But, Jesus told Peter, “Let us go somewhere else.”  You see, going somewhere else 

is not only executing the great commission, it executes the lie we believe that says there is so much work ‘here’ 

that there is no possible way to go ‘there.’  It makes you think, doesn’t it?  Jesus certainly could have said the 

same thing when it came time to save you.  Yet, he went somewhere else--from heaven to earth, and as a result 

we are forgiven and we have the secret to understanding the words, “Let us go somewhere else.”  It’s not just 

about planting new churches.  It’s about the gospel that has been planted in us.  SO, let’s go! 

Our Current Situation 

Here is a brief summary of the work that has taken place during the past two years. 

 New mission funding was authorized starting on July 1, 2017, to enhance (restart) the work at King of 

Kings in Little Rock, Arkansas. 

 Continuing mission funding was authorized for seven existing missions: 

Abiding Savior - Killeen, Texas 
Christ Alone - Keller, Texas 
Divine Peace - Rockwall, Texas (note: facility dedication) 
Faith - Tyler, Texas 
Grace - Norman, Oklahoma 
Peace - Liberty Hill, Texas (note: land acquisition) 
Redeemer - Victoria, Texas (note: missionary installation) 

 Continuing support was authorized for four unsubsidized missions: 

Christ the King - Tulsa, Oklahoma (note: facility dedication) 
Christ the Lord - Sienna Plantation, Texas (note: now Divine Savior) 
Christ the Rock - Round Rock, Texas (note: land acquisition)  
Holy Word - Pflugerville, Texas 

 Three requests for new mission funding were submitted but deferred so that initial research efforts in 

could mature.  

 One mission was defunded due to slower than anticipated growth and the desire to invest the mission 

funding in other mission fields. 

 Four vicars serve in the South Central District through the Vicars in Mission Settings (ViMS) program.  
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A Look Forward 

Submitting a formal request is the primary process used by the SCDMB to start new missions and start new 

ministries.  It is a thorough process that involves a significant time investment.  However, the SCDMB has 

developed a complete guidebook that is available for any church or group of individuals to use.  In addition, the 

SCDMB is willing and eager to personally visit any site, explain the process, and answer any questions. 

Our district continues to see the largest population growth in the nation.  In an effort to keep pace with the 

demographic growth, the SCDMB would like to have five to ten new requests each year.  Below is a list of several 

locations where initial request work could or is taking place.  Your input is encouraged! 

1. Conroe, Texas  
2. In-Town Houston, Texas  
3. Northwest San Antonio, Texas  
4. Prosper, Texas  
5. Midlothian, Texas  

 

WELS Home Missions  

For the latest news on the work taking place across the synod, look at the information on the supplemental 

report attached to this document. 

 

Church Extension Fund 

As noted on the first page of this report, Church Extension Fund (CEF) is a valuable Home Mission partner.  

Through the ministry of CEF, loans are made to mission churches to purchase land and help build/buy the first 

worship facility.  Not only does CEF give loans, through its grant programs mission churches receive additional 

financial support which allows them the opportunity to afford buying land and building a worship facility.  Since 

1993 when the grant program has begun, over $33M in grants have been given.  In addition, since 2013, a policy 

change was made that allows CEF to grant money directly to support the ongoing work of home missions.  While 

the amount fluctuates slightly, it is typically around $800,000 each year.  If you or your congregation have not 

had an opportunity to support CEF by putting your money on deposit with them, please consider doing so.   

Announcements & Information 

 Campus Ministry – Submit contact information for your college students… 
Baylor University – Pastor Benj Ehlers, Trinity, Temple, Texas 
Texas A&M University – Pastor Caleb Schoeneck, Beautiful Savior, College Station, Texas 
Texas Tech University – Pastor Jeremy Cares, Shepherd of the Plains, Lubbock, Texas 
University of Oklahoma – Pastor John Vieths, Grace, Norman, Oklahoma 
University of Texas – Pastor Dan Laitinen, Holy Word, Austin, Texas 
University of Texas – Arlington, Pastor Kevin Mau, Our Savior, Arlington, Texas 
Note: For a complete list of Campus Ministry Contact Pastors, consult the Synod Yearbook. 

 Deadlines for the next year…  
Home Mission Requests – August 1, 2018. 
Summer Student Assistants (Summer Vicars) – September 1, 2018. 
The Antioch Foundation 

Mission Congregations (Antioch II): Application Deadline – September 15, 2018. 
Self-Supporting Congregations: Application Deadline – from October 15, to November 15, 2018. 

Home Mission Requests Deadline – February 1, 2018. 
Christian Aid & Relief Application Deadline – March 1, 2019. 



SCDMB Chairman’s Report – Page 3 

 The next South Central Ten-In-Ten (TNT) Missions Expansion Gathering is October 22-23, 2018. 
The TNT initiative is the pro-active work to establish ten new missions in the South Central District by 
2022.  By God’s grace, we have been able to start seven in the past six years.  We are praying that the 
number would grow.  The TNT gathering will be held at the Timmerman ranch in Oakalla, Texas, about 
an hour north of Austin. 

 There is a second WELS Multi-Site Church Conference… 
November 12-14, 2018, in Pewaukee, Wisconsin (go to www.wels.net for details). 

 Mission Journey teams are responsible for transportation costs. Generally, the host congregation is 
responsible for lodging, costs for the outreach activities and follow-up. Host congregations also often 
provide food for the team. However, each congregation is unique, so Mission Journeys will try and 
provide flexibility.  Contact: Shannon.Boehme@wels.net 

 Missions Promotions.  Included with the materials you will receive at this convention is the Face to Face 
mission publication.  Additional wonderful mission information such as this is available on-line for 
congregations to distribute digitally or in hard copy. 

We are forgiven! 

 
 
Pastor Caleb Schoeneck 

WELS South Central District Mission Board Chairman 
Email: CalebSchoeneck@gmail.com 
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Mission Journeys 
 

Mission Journeys is a new WELS mission initiative designed to assist WELS groups, especially 

congregations, experience a short-term mission trip.  From pre-trip to post-trip, Mission Journeys is 

designed to grow the team and culminates in an outreach activity run by the team for the sending 

group. Mission Journeys will offer domestic and international opportunities.  The program will not be able 

to accommodate every request to send a team.  Mission Journeys will take a measured approach to 

growth to guarantee a positive experience for the team and the host groups. 

 

Both domestic and international opportunities will be offered, with most Mission Journeys trips lasting 7 

days. This will include travel time, depending your plans. 

 

Mission Journey team makeup will vary. A match will be attempted to meet your goals. Do you need 

adults, college students, or high school students? Maybe it doesn’t matter for your needs. 

 

Mission Journey teams are responsible for transportation costs. Generally, the host congregations are 

responsible for lodging, costs for the outreach activities and follow-up. Host congregations often provide 

food for the team. However, each congregation has different abilities and resources so Mission Journeys 

will try and provide flexibility. 

 

Mission Journeys will meet your needs on a timetable. If you have exact dates already set, provide 

those on the form. If you want the event in July and are flexible on exact dates, write that down. 

 

With this document, you will see a list of questions that will assist you in planning to host a Mission 

Journeys team. If you are interested in applying to host a MJ team, please contact the coordinator Mr. 

Shannon Bohme. 

 

 

Contact Missions Journeys Coordinator Shannon Bohme at Shannon.Boehme@wels.net. 

 

Completed applications should also be emailed to JMO@wels.net. 
 

  

mailto:JMO@wels.net
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Mission Journeys  
Host Application 

Congregation 
 

Pastor 
 

Contact email 
 

Phone 
 

Date 
 

 

Check all that apply: 

 

1. Time of year to host 

 October-November March-April 

 June-August If specific dates are known, please list      

2. Type of trip 

 Sports Vacation Bible School 

 Outreach Event Canvassing 

 Music Camp Other        

3. Ideal makeup of team 

 High School College 

 Adult No preference 

4. Ideal team size    

 

5. What do you envision the team doing? 

 

6. How does the team’s work fit into your congregation’s ministry plan? 

 

7. How will you evaluate success? 

 

8. How do you plan to house the team? 

 

9. How do you plan to feed the team? 

 

10. Will the congregation provide supplies and materials for the team? 
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Home Missions Spring/Summer 2018 

Supplemental Report from BHM Admin 

 

Faces of Faith – Home Missions: 2018 New Starts/Enhancements 

The Board for Home Missions met on April 12-13, 2018.  The main item of business is to prioritize funding for new 
mission efforts starting July 1, 2016.  Here are the sites authorized to receive support from WELS Home Missions.    
 

Home Mission New Starts:  

 Reno, Nev. - Two area congregations are partnering to start this congregation in the Northern Valleys 
area of greater Reno. On March 25, the first worship service was held; 63 people attended. 

 Phoenix, Ariz. - Crosswalk, Phoenix, is opening a second site to reach out into downtown Phoenix. 

 Joplin, Mo. - A strong core of WELS and Evangelical Lutheran Synod members from the two nearest 
churches are helping support this mission.  

 Brandon, S.D. - Near Sioux Falls, this new congregation includes core members from two WELS churches 
and an Evangelical Lutheran Synod congregation.     

 Milwaukee, Wis. - Grace in downtown Milwaukee, one of WELS’ original congregations, is establishing a 
new location in the area known as the Third Ward. 

Home Mission New Starts – Unsubsidized 

 Hobart, Wis. - Mount Olive, Suamico, Wis., is starting a second site in Hobart. The congregation is calling 
a second pastor to begin this new ministry.  

 Horicon, Wis. - Members of St. John’s, Juneau, Wis., see an opportunity to reach out in nearby Horicon, 
where 90 members of St. John’s live. Saturday worship services are scheduled to begin in Horicon in June. 

Home Mission Enhancements 

 Crown of Life, Corona, Calif. - This multi-site mission currently has 4 different locations for worship. Home 
Mission funding will support a 3rd pastor. 

 Faith, Anchorage, Alaska - A second bi-lingual pastor will allow Faith to enhance their Hispanic ministry. 

 Grace, Seattle, Wash. - Two congregations will be combining to restart their ministry in the heart of 
Seattle. Funding will allow a full-time pastor to again serve at Grace. 

 Ascension, Harrisburg, Penn. - Remaining members of Ascension are ready to restart their congregation. 
They have demonstrated they are willing to take on ministry responsibilities and support outreach efforts 
that will be guided by their next pastor. 

 Shepherd of the Hills, Knoxville, Tenn. - A group of members are ready to restart their congregation after 
a longer-term pastoral vacancy. With the congregation back on its feet, they hope to begin a preschool 
ministry to jump start their outreach efforts. 

 Trinity, Waukesha, Wis. - Trinity hopes to reach out to a large population of Hispanics in their community 
by bringing in a bilingual pastor to lead the ministry. 

 Epiphany and First, Racine, Wis. - These two Racine congregations currently operate a joint Lutheran 
Elementary school. Home Mission funding will allow the school to call a staff minister or teacher to 
coordinate outreach efforts to prospective church families. 


