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I was born in 1952.  Back then, only about 20% of US homes had a round 12-inch diameter tube in a 

black-and-white television.  Today, people are twittering, tweeting, tumblr-ing and flickr-ing.   Back 

then, no human had ever gone into outer space.  Today, twelve men have walked on the moon, and at 

any given moment at least three people are on the international space station.  Back then, husband and 

wife, Ricky and Lucy Ricardo slept in beds on a TV sitcom.  Back then, the rule in Hollywood was: if 

a man and woman were in bed together on a TV show or in a movie, both had to have one foot on the 

floor.  Today, oh my!  I don’t even want your mind to go there.  Back then, society said “shame on 

you” when an unmarried woman got pregnant.  Today clergy are being threatened with fines and jail 

time if they don’t marry same-sex couples.  Back then, people were immoral.  Today, people are 

equally as immoral, although they seem to have become more creative in finding ways to “invent ways 

of doing evil,” and today more people “approve of those who practice” evil. 

 

I challenge any other generation of people in the history of this world to a debate about whether or not 

my generation has lived through more sweeping advances in technology, more movements to promote 

deviant behavior in the general population, and more encouragement to believe anything as long as it 

isn’t in the Bible, than any other generation that has ever lived.  Plenty of Christian people believe we 

are living in the End Times. 

 

A Clarification of terms: “The Last Days” and “The End Times” 

 

On the day of Pentecost, when some in the crowd suggested that the apostles had thrown a pre-

breakfast schwein, the Apostle Peter adds the words “in the last days” to God’s prophecy from the 

prophet Joel.  “These men are not drunk, as you suppose.  It’s only nine in the morning!  No, this is 

what was spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days (, God says, I will 

pour out my Spirit on all people…  The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before 

the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 

will be saved”  (Acts 2:15-17a,20,21). 

  

The supernatural phenomena that happened on the day of Pentecost were a fulfillment of God’s Old 

Testament prophecy about what would happen in “the last days.”  So the day of Pentecost happened 

during “the last days.”  Peter also says that in “the last days” another event will happen, the coming of 

the “great and glorious day of the Lord” and the salvation of believers.  We can draw no other 

conclusion than that “the last days” are the period of the New Testament. 

 

The Lutheran Confessions also speak this way.  The Augsburg Confession states: “Your Majesty will 

graciously take to heart the fact that now in these last times and days of which Scripture speaks, the 

world is becoming more wicked and human beings more frail and infirm.”
1
  In the Apology of the 

Augsburg Confession, Melanchthon said, “These are the last times, during which Christ predicted there 

would be the many perils for religion.”
2 

 

In his first letter Peter says, “(Christ) was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in 

these last (or end) times (’for your sake” (1 Pe 1:20).  The revelation of 

Jesus as the God-man and Savior happened in “the end times” or “the last days.” 

_________________________ 

 
1 

Augsburg confession, Article XXIII:14, The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 edited by Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000), p. 64. 

 
2
 Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XII:126, The Book of Concord, p, 208. 
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It is this same period of time we refer to when we talk about the thousand years of Revelation 20.  

There John says that a time will come before the great and glorious day of the Lord when the devil 

“must be set free for a short time” (Rev 20:3).  Verse 3 says that will happen when “the thousand years 

were ended,” and verse 7 says it will be “when the thousand years are over.” The text in both verses is 

exactly the same - The NIV translates the verb both times as if it is a 

perfect tense – “were ended” and “are over.”  But the tense of the verb is aorist subjunctive, and the 

phrase would more faithfully be translated both times this way: when “the thousand years come to an 

end” or when “the thousand years should come to an end.” 

 

So, the Bible uses the terms “the last days” and “the end times” to describe the period of the New 

Testament, from the time Jesus ascended until the time he returns.  However, in this essay the terms 

will not be used synonymously.  When the term “the last days” is used, it will refer to the whole New 

Testament era.  When the term “the end times” is used, it will refer to the very end of the New 

Testament era, the time from when Satan is released until the time when Christ returns to judge the 

living and the dead.   This essay, Our Defense Against the Dragon and the Beasts, deals primarily with 

this latter period of time. 

 

Identifying the Beast Out of the Sea 

 

In the Book of Revelation John writes: “And I saw a beast coming out of the sea.  He had ten horns 

and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a blasphemous name.     The beast I 

saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion.”  The dragon 

gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority”  (Rev 13:1,2). 

 

The Beast Out of the Sea gets his power from the devil and is the enemy of God’s people.  The prophet 

Daniel saw a similar vision (Daniel 7).  He saw four beasts that were much like John’s one beast. 

 

A COMPARISON OF DANIEL'S 4 BEASTS AND JOHN'S BEAST 

 

 DANIEL'S BEASTS      JOHN'S BEAST 

 

1. They came out of the sea     1. It came out of the sea 

2. One was like a LION     2. Had the mouth of a LION 

    One was like a BEAR         Had the feet of a BEAR 

    One was like a LEOPARD            Resembled a LEOPARD 

    One had ten horns             It had 10 horns 

3. One of the horns was "waging war against 3. It "was given power to make 

the saints and defeating them."  war against the saints and to conquer 

them." 

 

 “I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my mind disturbed me.  I 

approached one of those standing there and asked him the true meaning of all this. 

 So he told me and gave me the interpretation of these things:  The four great beasts are four 

kingdoms that will rise from the earth” (Da 7:15-17).   

   

An entire conference paper could be written on Revelation 13:1-8 and Daniel 7.  It is enough for our 

purpose to say that the Bible identifies Daniel’s four beasts as symbols of "kingdoms that will rise 

from the earth," i.e. earthly civil governments.  Since Daniel’s four beasts and John’s one beast are 

described in such similar terms that it can't be a coincidence, we have to conclude that the Beast out of 

the Sea is also a symbol of civil governments that persecute the church.   
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At the beginning of “the last days,” specifically in the first century the primary government that 

persecuted Christians, of course, was the Roman Empire.  The Christians and the lions, the 

martyrdoms of church fathers – Ignatius, Polycarp, Origen, and many more.  Since then, there has been 

no lack of persecution of God’s people.  What’s glaring is that during the past 100 years or so, almost 

two times as many Christians have been killed because of their faith than in all of the preceding 1,900 

years of the church’s history combined.   

 

The fiercest enemies of God’s people since the Middle Ages have been nations and governments 

controlled by Islam.  On May 29, 1453 Constantinople (Istanbul) fell to the Islamic Ottoman Turks, 

and over the next two hundred years Muslim military advanced toward the threshold of Europe, 

Vienna.  Islam was a major threat to the church at the time of the Lutheran Reformation.  The original 

words of Dr. Luther’s hymn “Erhalt uns, Herr” were: “Lord, keep us in thy Word and work, Restrain 

the murderous Pope and Turk…”  (By the way, Martin wrote that hymn as a children’s song.) 

 

We know the goal of Islam.  In the last century an Islamic scholar wrote these words: 

  

Islam is not a normal religion like the other religions in the world, and Muslim nations 

are not like normal nations.  Muslim nations are very special because they have a 

command  from  Allah to rule the entire world and to be over every nation in the 

world...The goal of Islam is to…submit all of mankind to the faith of Islam.  Any 

nation or power that gets in the way of that goal, Islam will fight and destroy.
3
  

 

One of the signs Jesus listed that we should always be aware of during the last days is wars and rumors 

of wars.  We can and should expect it.  During the past century the evils of Islam have snuffed out the 

lives of countless Christians around the world.  Here are three of the worst: 

 

- 2 million Armenian Christians were massacred in Turkey between 1905 and 1918 

- Over 1 million Christians have been killed in Sudan over a period of six years 

- 300,00 believers were murdered in Uganda in 1979 

 

Today we are all too well aware of the Taliban, al-Qaeda, and now ISIS.  Since January 1
st
 of this year 

there are records of a total of over 3,000 Christians executed at the hands of Muslims by bombings, 

gunfire, and beheadings.  It is very clear that today Christians are the most persecuted religious group 

in the world. 

 

Except for 9/11 and a few other isolated cases, this kind of wicked persecution of Christians has not 

yet happened in our land.  But we don’t know the future or what will happen during the end times.  

The spread of Islam in the world is escalating.  The leaders of Islamic governments are so calculating 

and evil, so devious and deceptive, Muslim control of our nation may very well be developing right 

around us, while our governing authorities are oblivious to it.  (Or maybe not.)  Most of the faithful in 

the Christian community would agree that, because of the current administration’s support for Muslims 

and today’s liberal media, support for the cause of Christianity has eroded drastically in the USA over 

the past six years.  

 

At times Christians today might feel as Paul did.  “For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on 

display at the end of the procession, like men condemned to die in the arena…Up to this moment we 

have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world” (1 Co 4:9,13). 

_________________________ 

 
3 

Mark A. Gabriel, Islam and Terrorism (Lake Mary, Florida, Charisma House, 2001), p. 81, quoting Mawlana Sayid Abul 

Ala Mawdudi. 
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Our Defense Against the Beast Out of the Sea 

 

 The law and the gospel proclaimed in the Word of God 

 

 Have nothing to do with evil people. 

 

“There will be terrible times in the last days.  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 

boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, 

slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of 

pleasure rather than lovers of God – having a form of godliness but denying its power.  Have nothing 

to do with them” (2 Timothy 3:1-5).   

 

 Live godly lives and speed the coming of the Day of the Lord. 

 

“You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming” 

(2 Pe 3:11b-12a). 

 

 In the middle of trouble, dwell on the eternal blessings our God has given us, and remember 

that troubles in this life serve two good purposes: 1. to prove to us that our faith is real, and 2. 

so that our faithfulness may glorify Jesus when he returns. 

 

“In his great mercy (God) has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven for 

you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to 

be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have to 

suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, 

which perishes even though refined by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory 

and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even 

though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious 

joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls” (1 Peter 1:3b-9). 

 

 Remember that our existence is eternal, and that we’re only camping here for a little while.  

 

“…many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.  Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, 

and their glory is in their shame.  Their mind is on earthly things.  But our citizenship is in heaven.  

And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him 

to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his 

glorious body”  (Ph 3:18b-21). 

 

“Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer.  I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to 

test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days.  Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will 

give you the crown of life” (Re 2:10). 

 

 Jesus has all authority and everything that is happening in the world is happening for the 

Church. 

 

“And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way” (Eph 1:22,23). 
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 God’s promise of angel protection 

 

 We have a heavenly army fighting for us. 

 

“If you make the Most High your dwelling – even the LORD, who is my refuge – then no harm will 

befall you, no disaster will come near your tent.  For he will command his angels concerning you to 

guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 

against a stone” (Ps 91:9-12). 

 

 Believers are the recipients of the angels’ ministries. 

 

“Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation” (He 1:14)? 

 

 Prayer  

 

 For Christians who are being persecuted. 

 

 For our government leaders, that they may make decisions for our nation that are according to 

God’s will. 

 

Finally, John’s vision of the Beast out of the Sea ends with these words: 

 

“He who has an ear, let him hear.  If anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity he will go.  If anyone 

is to be killed with the sword, with the sword he will be killed” (Re 13:9,10a). 

 

Here John references words spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: And if they ask you, "Where shall we 

go?" tell them, "This is what the Lord says, "'Those destined for death, to death; those for the sword, to 

the sword; those for starvation, to starvation; those for captivity, to captivity'" (Jer 15:2). 

 

In other words, God is in control.  Getting taken into captivity by a hostile government is not 

something I covet.  The image of my head rolling around on the floor, severed from my body by a 

sword is not a picture that helps me drift off to sleep at night.  But that may be the way the Lord plans 

to get us to glory.  If it was good enough for the Forerunner of the Christ, then it is good enough for us, 

but it will happen only if it is part of God's saving plan for us. 

 

Dr. Siegbert Becker reminds us that this vision of the Beast out of the Sea is a message of hope: 

 

“This vision, therefore, once more sets before us the basic message of Revelation, 

namely, that the church will have enemies who will try to destroy it but God will keep his 

elect safe in the midst of all danger.” 
4 

 

Identifying the Beast out of the Earth 

 

“Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth.  He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke 

like a dragon” (Re 13:11). 

 

_________________________ 

 
4 

Siegbert W. Becker, Revelation: The Distant Triumph Song (Milwaukee: Northwestern Publishing House, 1985), p. 194. 
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He looks like a lamb, but speaks like a dragon.  The only individual the Bible calls “the Lamb” is 

Christ Jesus.  The only individual the Bible calls “the dragon” is the devil.  This great False Prophet 

appears to be Christ-like, but he speaks the lies of the devil. 

 

His marks are clearly recorded by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12: He will be in the church, 2. He 

exalts himself above God, 3. He claims for his authority the phenomena of miracles, signs, and 

wonders, and 4. His secret power was already at work in the first century.  At the end of time the 

Antichrist will be thrown into hell by Jesus. 

 

In the Smalcald Articles Dr. Martin Luther identified the Roman papacy as the very Antichrist. 

This teaching shows forcefully that the Pope is the very Antichrist, who has exalted 

himself above, and opposed himself against Christ because he will not permit Christians 

to be saved without his power, which, nevertheless, is nothing, and is neither ordained 

nor commanded by God.  This is, properly speaking to exalt himself above all that is 

called God as Paul says, 2 Thess. 2:4. 
5
 

While in Smalcald, Philip Melanchthon together with other Lutheran Confessors wrote “A Treatise on 

the Power and Primacy of the Pope” to ratify and endorse the confession of Luther.  Melanchthon 

wrote: 

Now, it is manifest that the Roman pontiffs, with their adherents, defend godless 

doctrines and godless services. And the marks of Antichrist plainly agree with the 

kingdom of the Pope and his adherents.  For Paul, in describing Antichrist to the 

Thessalonians, calls him 2 Thess. 2:3-4: an adversary of Christ, who opposes and exalts 

himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he as God sits in the 

temple of God.  He speaks therefore of one ruling in the Church, not of heathen kings, 

and he calls this one the adversary of Christ, because he will devise doctrine conflicting 

with the gospel, and will assume to himself divine authority. 
6
 

Luther was not the first to make this charge.  Many men of God who lived before Luther and other 

contemporaries of Luther identified the papacy as the AntiChrist, men like John Wyclif, John Hus, 

Jerome Savonarola, John Knox, Thomas Cranmer, John Calvin, and others.  Since Luther’s time other 

Christian denominations have stated their agreement. 

 

The great Presbyterian confession of 1647, the Westminister Confession, says clearly that 

“the pope of Rome” is “that Antichrist, that man of sin, and son of perdition, that exalteth 

himself, in the church, against Christ and all that is called God.”  The Baptist Confession 

of 1688 similarly states that “the Pope of Rome” is “no other than Antichrist.” 
7
 

 

Church leaders who lived after Luther also agreed, among them Jonathan Edwards, John Wesley, and 

Charles Spurgeon.  A year ago I attended a seminar on “The End Times” led by the leading Seventh  

_________________________ 

 
5 

Smalcald Articles, Part II: Article IV, Concordia Triglotta (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1921), p. 475. 

 
6 

”A Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope,” Concordia Triglotta (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1921), 

p. 515. 

 
7 
Thomas P. Nass, End Times: Jesus is Coming Soon (Milwaukee: Northwestern Publishing House, 2011), p. 91. 

      

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Thess.%202.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Thess.%202.3-4
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Day Adventist preacher in Tulsa, just to hear what he had to say.  To my surprise, he identified the 

False Prophet of Revelation 13 and “the abomination that causes desolation” in the temple in Daniel 11 

and 12 as the Roman papacy, the very Antichrist. 

 

The WELS Statement on the Antichrist (1959) states: 

 

Therefore on the basis of a renewed study of the pertinent Scriptures we reaffirm the 

statement of the Lutheran Confessions, that “the Pope is the very Antichrist,” especially 

since he anathematizes the doctrine of the justification by faith alone and sets himself up 

as the infallible head of the Church. 
8 

 

Our Defense Against the Beast Out of the Earth 

 

The WELS Statement on the Antichrist (1959) says it as well as it can be said: 

 

We make this confession in the confidence of faith.  The Antichrist cannot deceive us if 

we remain under the revelation given us in the Apostolic word (2 Thessalonians 2:13-17), 

for in God’s gracious governance of history the Antichrist can deceive only those who 

“refused to love the truth” (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12). 
9 

 

Identifying the Dragon 

 

“A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 

under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head.  She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she 

was about to give birth.  Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven 

heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads.   His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky 

and flung them to the earth.  The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so 

that he might devour her child the moment it was born.  She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will 

rule all the nations with an iron scepter.  And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne.  The 

woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 

1,260 days.  And there was war in heaven.  Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 

dragon and his angels fought back.  But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.  

The great dragon was hurled down - that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole 

world astray.  He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him” (Re 12:1-9). 

 

John sees a woman wearing the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of 12 stars on her head.  

She gave birth to a male child.  The child obviously is Jesus.  He was “snatched up to God and to his 

throne” when he ascended into heaven.  Verse 17 of the chapter identifies the woman who gave birth 

to Jesus as the Church, since it says that the “rest of her offspring” are “those who obey God’s 

commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.”  She wears a crown of 12 stars, the number of the 

Church.  In Galatians 4:26 Paul says this about the Church in heaven: “But the Jerusalem that is above 

is free, and she is our mother.”  God kept her safe from the devil for 1,260 days or 42 months or 3 ½ 

years (one time, plus two times, plus a half a time), the period of the New Testament.  In verse 9 we 

are told that the red dragon is a symbol of Satan.  He and his angels were hurled to the earth. 

 

_________________________ 

 
8 

Doctrinal Statements of the WELS,  p. 22. 

 
9 
Ibid., p. 23. 
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The Dragon’s Mission - to pursue, fight against, and destroy the Church 

 

“When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth 

to the male child.  The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the 

place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time,
 
times and half a time, 

out of the serpent's reach…Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war 

against the rest of her offspring - those who obey God's commandments and hold to the testimony of 

Jesus” (Rev 12:13,17). 

 

God is taking care of the Church in the desert for 3 ½ years or 42 months or 1,260 days.  This is the 

period called the millennium, the New Testament era.  John says, “And I saw an angel coming down 

out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain.  He seized the 

dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.  He threw 

him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations 

anymore until the thousand years were ended.  After that, he must be set free for a short time…When 

the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the 

nations…” (Rev 20:1-3, 7,8a). 

 

The devil is chained up for a thousand years.  This is the same period of time as the 3 ½ years or 42 

months or 1,260 days during which the Church is in the desert, being kept safe by God.  Jude says, 

“And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home - these he 

has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day” (Jude 6).  And 

Peter says, “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into 

gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment…” (2 Pe 2:4). 

 

The devil and his demons have been defeated.  Their doom is certain.  They know it.  When Jesus 

drove the demons out of the Gadarene men, the demons shouted, “What do you want with us, Son of 

God?  Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time” (Mt 8:29)? 

 

The period of the New Testament has been a time when the devil has been bound with a chain “to keep 

him from deceiving the nations."  The devil lies.  The word “devil” means “liar.”  St. Paul says, “The 

god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of 

the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Co 4:4).  The devil deceives people with his lies and 

makes them blind to the gospel.  But John says that the devil has been chained during the period of the 

New Testament.  He is chained because the gospel is being freely proclaimed during the last days, and 

through the gospel the Holy Spirit has called, gathered, and enlightened his Church.   

 

But as the thousand years come to an end the devil is released for a short time.  It will be easier for him 

to deceive people, because at the end of time people will not believe, confess and proclaim the gospel 

as avidly and boldly as it once was.  Jesus said the same thing in Matthew 24: “For then there will be 

great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now – and never to be equaled again.  If 

those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be 

shortened….For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to 

deceive even the elect – if that were possible” (Mt 24:21,22,24). 

 

I believe Jesus is talking about the end times, the time when the devil is released.  And I believe that 

many Christians think that the distress of that time will primarily be the perverted sinfulness of 

unbelievers and the misery it will cause in our lives.  That’s part of it.  But notice that Jesus says these 

words in the context of false teachers. 
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The Bridegroom’s passion is his Bride.  Jesus’ primary concern is the elect.  So, if we are concerned 

about how bad things are getting, instead of looking at how evil the unbelieving world is becoming, 

should we not instead be more concerned about how bad things have gotten in the church, and how 

much false teaching is going on?  The church was certainly in tough shape at the time of the 

Reformation.  Without a doubt.  But since the Roman church is still telling people, “Now we know that 

Jesus paid for most of our sins, but there are some sins that we have to pay for ourselves through 

penance,” then a gospel is still being preached in that heterodox church that is really no gospel at all.  

And when today evangelical mega-churches refuse to talk about sin because it turns people off, well 

then there’s also no need to talk about a Savior from sin.  Then Christ crucified is not being proclaimed 

by those who call themselves the church.  The evangelicals spent many years preaching a prosperity 

gospel.  “Believe in Jesus, and your life will be successful.”  People bought the lie, but then as time 

went on, they discovered that what the preacher was telling them wasn’t coming true.  So they left and 

became dechurched.  As a result, many evangelical churches have tweaked their message.  Now Jesus 

is being proclaimed, still not as the crucified Savior, but as the Fixer of your life’s problems. 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote these words to young Pastor Timothy: “The Spirit clearly says that in later 

times (some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things 

taught by demons.  Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been 

seared as with a hot iron” (1 Tim 4:1,2).  Considering how “sick” the visible church is today, if the 

devil has not yet been released, how bad is it going to get in the church when he does get released? 

 

The Reality of the Presence of Demons 

 

From the oldest of scriptural writings (Job) to the last book of Revelation the Bible clearly says that 

demons are real.  With the Lord’s permission the prince of darkness himself afflicted Job (Job 1).  An 

evil spirit stirred up trouble between Abimelech and the citizens of Shechem (Jdg 9:23).  God allowed 

an evil spirit to come “forcefully upon Saul” (1 Sa 18:10).  Satan had an influence on King David (1 

Chr 21:1).  The devil assigned one of his demons to the kingdom of Persia.  It tried to undermine the 

will of God in the ministry of the prophet Daniel (Da 10:13). 

 

Jesus was tempted by the prince of demons, a real being with the ability to think and speak and 

transport himself and Jesus supernaturally.  During his ministry Jesus confronted demons who had 

taken possession of human bodies.  He talked to them and sometimes they replied (Mt 8:16; 8:28-34; 

12:22,23; 15:21-28; 17:14-23; Mk 1:21-28; Lk 8:2).  The Apostle Paul told the Thessalonians, “We 

wanted to come to you – certainly I, Paul, did, again and again – but Satan stopped us” (1 Th 2:18). 

 

Our rationalistic, scientific world does not allow for the presence of supernatural phenomena.  Bible- 

believing Christians confess that God and his holy angels are real, and that the devil and his evil angels 

also exist.  However, while they acknowledge that the powers of darkness do exist, many of them live 

as if they don’t, and when they hear of cases of demonic interference, they wrinkle their brows and 

smile a “ja, right” smirk. 

 

Just as the Bible teaches that there are different ranks among God’s good angels (archangel, seraph, 

cherub, rulers, authorities, etc) and that not all of the angels have the same position, assignments, 

power, and authority, it appears that the same is true when it comes to the evil angels.  Their leader is 

Satan, the devil.  He is the most powerful.  And the only other ranks the Bible lists are rulers, 

authorities, and powers.  Jesus implied that some evil spirits have more power than others when he told 

his disciples, “This kind can come out only by prayer” (Mk 9:29)  He also implied that some evil 

spirits are more wicked than others when he said, “When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes  
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through arid places, seeking rest and does not find it.  Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’  

When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order.  Then it goes and takes 

with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there” (Mt 12:43-45a). 
 

St. Peter said, “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour” (1 Pe 5:8).  While I believe what Peter says with all my heart, and 

while I know I have been tempted, misled, and deceived by the devil, that my sinful nature is 

controlled by the will of the devil, and that I have listened to the sinful world which is ruled by the god 

of this age, still I don’t think I have ever personally encountered the most powerful of all evil spirits.  

I’m too small potatoes.  Satan wanted Job.  Satan wanted the body of Moses.  Satan wanted to sift the 

Twelve as wheat.   
 

I’ve often wondered if the problem St. Paul agonized over wasn’t an interference from an evil spirit.  If 

you ever can’t sleep at night, just google “what was the Apostle Paul’s thorn in the flesh?”  You’ll be 

up until dawn, and then some.  You’ll find ideas like a real thorn in his skin (oh really, couldn’t his 

friend, Dr. Luke, have helped him with that?), to physical injuries he suffered from beatings, to 

homosexual temptations, to bad eye sight (Ga 4:15).  But maybe  – and I am not a Greek scholar or 

theologian, and please don’t label me as a heretic – but maybe the Apostle told us very clearly what he 

struggled with.  “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, 

there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan (, to torment me.  

Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  But he said to me, ‘My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness’ ” (2 Co 12:7-9a).  Can you think of any 

other Christian man in the first century that the devil would have wanted to torment more than any 

other, except a man Satan once had in his kingdom, but then lost him to the kingdom of the Son God 

loves, a man who was the greatest apostle ever, the man the Holy Spirit inspired to write almost half of 

the New Testament scripture, and the man Jesus was using to plant churches all over the 

Mediterranean world?    
 

Dr. Luther said he was harassed by the devil.  “I was often pestered (by the devil) when I was 

imprisoned in my Patmos, high up in the fortress in the kingdom of the birds.  I resisted him in faith 

and confronted him with this verse: ‘God, who created man, is mine, and all things are under his feet.’  

If you have any power over him, try it!” 
10

  I trust Martin when he says that he was being attacked by 

an evil spirit.  I question that it was actually the devil.  The devil doesn’t “pester.”  He goes for the 

jugular.  But I don’t question that the Reformer was being harassed by an evil spirit.  I would expect 

the powers of darkness to attack the man who rediscovered the gospel for the Church. 
 

Even though we often think that our problem in life is other people. St. Paul tells us that’s not the case.  

“Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 

powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Eph 6:12). 
 

As we serve more and more people of different cultures and from different countries in our ministries – 

especially those who have come here from areas of the world where voodoo, magic, spiritism, curses, 

etc. are commonplace – chances are that we will encounter more souls who have been 

harassed/tormented by demons.  Probably you already have.  In my ministry I have personally 

counseled or have actively assisted in counseling seven different cases of demon harassment and one 

case of demon possession.  We will only deal with the issue of demon possession briefly and in a 

general way in this essay.  A thorough study would require another paper.  But demon possession is 

very real.  In his book Wizards That Peep written in 1978 Dr. Siegbert Becker says: 

_________________________ 
10 
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No Bible-believing Christian can deny the possibility and the reality of demonic 

possession.  The Bible tells us in clear and unmistakable terms there were people 

possessed by devils who were cured by the Lord Jesus and by the apostles.  To doubt the 

possibility of demonization is to doubt the authority of Scripture… 

 

Whether there is such a thing as devil possession today is at least subject to question.  

The question probably cannot be answered with absolute finality without a revelation 

from God, since we are here dealing with things which are beyond the measuring 

capacity of scientific instruments.  However, I must say that, for myself, I am convinced 

of the occurrence of the phenomenon in the modern world. 
11 

 

Dr. Becker lists eight symptoms of demon possession.  They are: 1. A change in personality, 2. A 

change in voice, 3. Speaking in or understanding languages the victim never previously knew, 4. 

Physical violence, 5. Superhuman strength, 6. Obscene language and moral depravity, 7. Open hatred 

of Christ and Christian symbols, and 8. Knowledge of secrets. 
12

  The victim in the case I assisted 

exhibited six of these eight symptoms.  And I choose not to publicly speak about the details of that 

case, since the family of the victim has never chosen to make the case public. 

 

The cases of demon harassment in which I was involved included the following unexplained 

phenomena: 1. Unexplained loud noises, 2. A drastic change of temperature in a home.  In one case, all 

of a house was one temperature, while one room was 27 degrees cooler.  3. Objects moving and 

levitating, 4. Rearrangement of furniture, etc., 5. Seeing dead bodies and skeletons in a school locker 

and closets at home, 6. Looking into mirrors and seeing fire, 7. Opening cabinet doors and snakes 

squirming out, 8. While lying in the dark in bed at night, two red eyes appeared and the victim felt 

choking hands around her neck, 9. Taking photos which, when developed, showed unknown people in 

the photos who were not present when the picture was taken,  10. Altering of favorite clothing.  One 

day a woman put on her favorite black slacks and the right leg was about a foot shorter than the left, 

still perfectly hemmed and sewn, only altered, 11. Distinctive odors that can be smelled at a recurring 

regular time, 12. Electronic equipment such as TVs, stereos, and alarm clocks going on and off at will, 

13. Physical harm and an attempt at ending the life of the victim. 

 

As was stated earlier, not all evil angels have the same power.  In one of my seven cases no harm or 

danger threatened the victim.  Spirits manifested themselves and appeared to try to communicate, but 

they seemed almost friendly and grateful to be allowed to be present.  Nonetheless, the family didn’t 

feel comfortable with this presence in their home. 

 

I will share this about the one case of demon possession.  While one of the nineteen personalities of the 

victim was possessed by a demon who called himself Vacca, there apparently were other evil spirits 

present in the home.  One night I was on the phone with the mother of the teenage victim.  She said, 

“Mark, you would have loved to have been here tonight.  I was getting ready to go to bed.  I turned off 

all the lights on the first floor and went upstairs.  When I turned off the light in the upstairs hallway, 

every light bulb on the first floor went back on.  I simply said, ‘I am too tired to deal with you guys.  

Go to hell!”  And immediately all of the lights on the first floor went out.” 

 

Jim Aderman, pastor at Fairview Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, WI has counseled about two hundred 

_________________________ 
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cases of demonic interference in his ministry.  In 2010 he presented an essay to the Western Lakes 

Pastors’ Conference entitled Things That Go Bump in the Night.  He offers these phenomena: 

 

An eighth grader told me the story of strange events taking place in her bedroom…At 

times she would find her things rearranged, moved out of place…She told how one day 

she watched in horror as her lipstick spun wildly on the top of her chest of drawers all 

on its own power. 

 

A primary school boy explained that there were four “ghosts” that haunted him.  One 

was an old lady who stood in the hallway outside his bedroom and said, “Hello.”  When 

she came near his bed, she “picks at me,” he said.  Two other male ghosts also talked 

with him.  Finally, there was a ghost who claimed, “I am your Daddy.” (The boy was 

adopted.) “Sometimes he’s mean to me,” the little boy said.  His mother told me how 

she tried to brighten the boy’s room at night by affixing glow-in-the-dark stickers to the 

ceiling.  The problem was that they wouldn’t glow in the dark.  When she took the 

stickers into another room, they glowed. 
13 

 

There Are No Such Things As Ghosts 

 

A week from tomorrow Americans will celebrate the holiday of ghosts, goblins, and haunted houses.  I 

have always taught my catechism students that ghosts/poltergeists do not exist.  The Bible says, “Man 

goes to his eternal home and mourners go about the streets…and the dust returns to the ground it came 

from, and the spirit returns to God who gave it” (Ec 12:5c, 7)  All evidence of dead bodies that have 

been dug up convinces us that the dust returns to the ground it came from.  We trust that the Almighty 

One has absolutely no trouble retrieving the spirits he gave. 

 

Therefore, there are no poltergeists here on earth.  The word is a compound German word and it 

literally means “spirits that cause rumbling noises.”  In the mind of most Americans poltergeists are the 

spirits of dead people who are trapped in this world.  This “trustworthy” definition has been reinforced 

by the movie screens of Hollywood. 

 

There are such things as haunted houses, however, haunted not by the spirits of dead people, but by evil 

spirits. Demons like to lay claim to property, especially the property of former tenants who were 

interested in the occult or witchcraft.  Whenever my wife and I have shopped for a house to buy that 

was previously occupied by former residents, I have always looked at the reading materials and books 

the seller had on the bookshelves. 

 

In the same way, when people secure the services of a medium to conduct a séance, and the participants 

claim to hear the voices of their dead loved ones speaking to them, they are actually hearing the voice 

of a demon mimicking the voice of the dead person.  Demons are not omniscient, yet they know more 

than we know because they can go places we cannot go and learn things we have no way to discover.  

They know what your dead grandfather’s voice sounded like.  They know secret things that only you 

and the deceased person may have known.  Demons can attend meetings in the board rooms of the 

leaders of Iran and North Korea.  We must never underestimate their knowledge, their power, and the 

ability to successfully deceive people. 

 

_________________________ 
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Our Defense Against the Dragon – the Best Defense is a Good Offense 

 

 Don’t Dabble in Demonic Departments 

 

Every one of the cases of demon harassment that I have counseled involved a “victim” who had some 

connection with the dark side or was willfully involved in sinful behavior.  The teenage girl who saw 

dead bodies in lockers and closets, people levitating in the air outside of her second floor window, and 

electronic equipment going on and off at will, she had ancestors who dabbled in the occult.  Her 

grandmother was a witch.  Her great uncle was a warlock.  Her ancestors had opened the door.  

Whenever the girl came to church, the harassment got fiercer.  When she stayed away from church, it 

subsided.  Unfortunately, the family thought the lack of discomfort in their lives was more important 

than gathering with the saints.  And they left the church. 

 

Another “victim” had visited a medium when she lived in London before moving to Texas.  Another 

woman was an alcoholic.  Experience teaches that demons sense an invitation to interfere in the lives 

of people who are involved with mediums, spiritists, fortune tellers, palm readers, crystals, astrology, 

horoscopes, Ouija boards, witchcraft, the occult, illegal drug use, alcohol abuse, immoral sexual 

activity, and filling the mind with disgusting filth, whether that is through the medium of the internet 

or through the lyrics of the music they choose to listen to. 
 

After asking probing questions about one of the victims I was counseling, I discovered that the man’s 

former, alienated business partner, an immigrant from Haiti, had put a curse on him.  Jim Aderman 

tells of a similar experience: 
 

Several years ago I was invited to the home of a young family near West Bend, WI.  

Their five year old son had been complaining to them for some time about three 

“people” who would keep him awake at night.  They were sure he was imagining this, 

especially because he would often amuse himself (he was an only child) by playing with 

pretend friends.  Their assessment of the situation changed one night when the boy came 

to bed with his mother because he was frightened.  Shortly after, she saw these people 

herself; they were hovering over her bed.  It was then that they contacted me for advice.  

As it turned out, the mother’s brother had been conjuring demons to harass the family. 
14 

 

We must train ourselves and our people to heed the Scripture’s exhortations to “flee from sexual 

immorality” (1 Co 6:18), to “resist the devil” (Ja 4:7), and to “have nothing to do with the fruitless 

deeds of darkness” (Eph 5:11), but instead to “fight the good fight of the faith” (1 Tim 6:12), to “put on 

the new self” (Eph 4:24), and to “be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children” (Eph 5:1). 
 

 Remember that the Battle Has Already Been Won – by Jesus 
 

Just a few passages to remind us that our Savior has already defeated the powers of darkness for us.  

I’m sure those assembled here could add many more: 
 

“We have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin” (He 4:15).   
 

Jesus faced the enemy for us.  He resisted the temptations of the devil for us.  In his righteousness God 

declares us to be people who have resisted every temptation of the evil one.  In baptism God clothed us 

with Christ and God has seen us wearing him ever since, 24/7.  Make real in your life what God has 

declared about you in the gospel. 
 

_________________________ 
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“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work” (1 Jn 3:8). 

 

“Having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 

them by the cross” (Co 2:15). 

 

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might 

destroy him who holds the power of death – that is, the devil…” (He 2:14). 

 

“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 

loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Co 1:13, 14). 

 

After three days in a dark hole, Jesus stepped into the Abyss with a smile on his face and a swagger in 

his walk and a question for the devil, “Was that your best shot?  Sorry, I win!”  He descended into hell. 

 

 Put on the Full Armor of God 
 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his might power” (Eph 6:10). 

 

Armor of God:  Truth – God can only speak the truth.  The devil can only lie. 

    Righteousness – Christ’s righteousness imputed to you 

    The gospel of peace – peace with God in Christ and peace with all of 

       God’s people because Christ Jesus has destroyed 

       the dividing wall of hostility (Eph 2:11-18) 

    The faith – what we believe, the confession of the Church 

    Salvation – your inheritance kept in heaven for you 

    The Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God 

 

When Jesus resisted the devil, he quoted the Scriptures.  “It is written…”  Jesus knew the words of the 

Bible for memory.  Because you are a pastor you know plenty of the Scriptures for memory, too.  

Memorizing chunks of Scripture equips you with knowing exactly what to say when confronted by the 

powers of darkness.  Keep on putting the Scriptures to memory. 

 

 Demoralize the Demons with the Grace of our God 
 

I can still hear the voice of deceased actor Jason Miller who played Father Karras in the 1973 movie, 

The Exorcist.  (Yes, I went to see it.  Hey, I was a Junior in college.  Scared the daylights out of me.)  

During the rite of exorcism Father Karras kept repeating the phrase,  “The power of Christ compels 

you!  The power of Christ compels you!” – with no results. 

 

Demons are not controlled or defeated by our own character, our own power, or by incantations or 

religious rites, but by the Spirit of our God of grace.  If a demon lays claim to property, go after him by 

proclaiming the forgiveness of sins for the world in Christ Jesus.  If a demon harasses an individual, 

“attack” him with the truth that Jesus atoned for all sin on the cross.  And his empty tomb proves that 

Jesus literally beat the hell out of death for us.  Don’t just proclaim the gospel to the victim.  Also 

address the demons and proclaim the gospel to them.  Demons get defeated when the gospel is 

proclaimed.  The Lord Almighty says, “Not by might nor by  power, but by my Spirit” (Ze 4:6). 
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Some Resources 

 

A good way to begin counseling with someone being harassed by demonic forces is to use the rite of 

“Private Confession” on pages 154 and 155 in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  Jim Aderman’s 

essay Things That Go Bump in the Night includes a number of attachments.  1. A Vow of Renunciation, 

2. A Daily Affirmation of Faith: My Confession of Faith and My Commitment of Faith, 3. A Spiritual 

Warfare Prayer for my Congregation, 4. A Prayer for Protection from Spells and Curses, and 5. 

Scriptures for Cleansing a Place.  If you would like a copy of his paper, including all of these 

documents, email me, and I’ll send it to you. 

 

Be Patient 

 

Work patiently with someone being harassed by evil powers.   Regularly talk about sin.  Help the 

person confess specific sins.  Proclaim the forgiveness of sins in Christ and by his authority.  Study the 

Bible together.  Reaffirm God’s love and the sinner’s commitment to follow Christ.  Pray for God’s 

deliverance. 

 

The demonic forces may resist for a time.  Job suffered for more than a day.  If Paul’s thorn was an evil 

spirit, he pleaded with the Lord three times to take it away.  The Lord said, “No.  You need this to keep 

you from becoming conceited.  Your weakness.  My power.” 

 

While Peter, James, and John were on the mountain of Transfiguration, the other nine apostles were 

trying to cast a demon out of a young boy, but they weren’t successful.  The boy’s father complained to 

Jesus that his employees couldn’t deliver the goods.  So, Jesus asked that the boy be brought to him.  

Jesus said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again” (Mk 9:25b).  And the spirit 

came out.   When the disciples asked Jesus why they couldn’t drive out the demon, Jesus said, 

“Because you have so little faith.  I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you 

can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there” and it will move.  Nothing will be impossible for 

you” (Mt 17:20,21). 

 

This is what I hear Jesus saying, “If I had promised you that you can tell a mountain to move, and your 

faith is as small as a tiny mustard seed, I will make it happen.  But I haven’t promised you that.  So, 

you shouldn’t try that.  However, I have promised you and commanded you to drive out demons. (Mt 

10:8).   And you couldn’t this time.  And why?  Because your faith in me is even smaller than a 

mustard seed.” 

 

Mark records that, when the disciples asked Jesus why they couldn’t drive out the demon, he also said, 

“This kind can come out only by prayer” (Mk 9:29).  Maybe the disciples were relying on their own 

power to accomplish the deed.  When Jesus sent out the seventy-two in Luke 10, they came back 

ecstatic and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name” (Lk 10:17).  They were getting a 

kick out of what they could do in ministry.  And you know Jesus’ answer: “Do not rejoice that the 

spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven” (Lk 10:20).  In other words, 

don’t rejoice in what you can do in the name of Jesus.  Rejoice in what God has done for you.  Maybe 

the 9 apostles, besides having a very tiny faith in what Jesus had promised them, also were more 

interested in what they could do instead of in who Jesus is and what he promised them,  giving the 

glory to themselves instead of Jesus.   Kind of like Moses at Kadesh, “Must WE bring you water out of 

this rock?”  (Nu 20:10)  Jesus always prayed to his Father.  Could it be that in this case the disciples did 

not do that?  Maybe they simply did what they did because they knew Jesus told them they could, not 

realizing that nothing will happen unless it is the Father’s will. 
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Keep that in mind when it comes to working with people harassed by demons.  God will do what he 

wants to do when he wants to do it.  Just let him be God.  During the course of time one of three things 

may happen.  The demons will know they are defeated and leave.  Or they will feel they have done 

what the came to do and depart to harass someone else.  Or God in his mercy may intervene with is 

power to drive them away and deliver the person.  God will accomplish his purpose in whatever way he 

chooses in his infinite wisdom.  And when God does graciously act, the cure will be immediate not 

gradual, just as it was when our Lord dismissed demons from the lives of people. 

 

Our place is to stand behind the cross and to stay close to Jesus.  Paul said, “I consider that our present 

sufferings are not worthy comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us” (Ro 8:18).  Whatever 

sufferings we might have to go through in this life is peanuts compared to what waits for us on the 

other side in the kingdom of glory.  So we put our lives into the hands of the One who in all things 

works for the good of those who love him…” (Ro 8:28). 

 

A MIGHTY FORTRESS 
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