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! In a little over a week, we will be celebrating The Festival of the Lutheran 
Reformation and its profound impact on the history of the world. On that Sunday many 
of our sermons will include a bit of Reformation history. As we review that history, it is 
safe to say that none of us will preach about the major clash the Reformers had with 
Dispensationalists. That was not an issue. The Reformers only used one short 
statement to reject the false teaching regarding the millennium. In Article XVII of the 
Augsburg Confession it is confessed: “Rejected, too, are certain Jewish opinions which 
are even now making an appearance and which teach that, before the resurrection of 
the dead, saints and godly men will possess a worldly kingdom and annihilate all the 
godless.” If Lutherans are considered to be the “original” Protestants, then how is it that 
today we are speaking of dispensationalism as the dominant eschatology of modern 
Protestantism?! It all started in Roman Catholicism’s response to the Reformation, the 
Counter Reformation. !!
! The Counter Reformation was a period of Catholic revival, initiated with the 
Council of Trent. Some of the major themes of this revival included: reform from the 
inside, rebuild their base of support, bring back the authority to the Pope, and put an 
end to the Protestant threat. One of the ways the Catholics aimed to accomplish these 
goals was the formation of new religious orders and societies, among which was the 
Jesuit Order in Spain under the command of a former Spanish soldier, Ignatius of 
Loyola. To reach the masses the Jesuits would employ the same means as the 
Reformers, the power of the pen. The Jesuit writings that concern us are their Bible 
commentaries, especially their interpretation of end times prophecy regarding the 
Antichrist.  !!
! The first notable commentary that presented a different interpretation of end 
times prophecy was written by Spanish Jesuit, Luis De Alcazar (1544-1613). Published 
posthumously in 1614, Investigation of the Hidden Sense of the Apocalypse was a 
commentary on the book of Revelation. In it, Alcazar wrote that the prophecy in the 
book of Revelation did not point to the papacy as the Antichrist but to Nero. Alcazar 
further argued that the majority of the prophecies in the book of Revelation were fulfilled 
at the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD. !!
! Alcazar’s way of interpreting Biblical prophecy came to be known as the Preterist 
view, coming from the Latin praetor - meaning past. Not only does this view point to 
Nero as the Antichrist, it also teaches that Revelation chapters 21-22, the last two 
chapters of the book, prophecy the glory of the Catholic Church as the Church on earth. 
One can see why his commentary would became so popular. Alcazar took the focus off 
of the Pope as the Antichrist and at the same time gave an even greater glory to the 
Catholic Church.!!
! Meanwhile, another interpretation of Biblical prophecy was presented, coming 
again from a Jesuit named Francisco Ribera (1537-1591). Ribera was a Jesuit doctor of 
theology who also wanted to remove the papacy from its consideration as the Antichrist. 
In 1590, Ribera published a commentary on Revelation and, like Alcazar, wrote that the 
first chapters of Revelation did deal with ancient Rome. Yet, the rest of Revelation 
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referred to a 3 1/2 year time period in the future. Ribera got this 3 1/2 year time period 
from the phrase “time, times, and a half of time” in Daniel 7:25, Daniel 12:7, and 
Revelation 12:14. His math worked out that if time = one year, times = two years, and a 
half of time = half a year, then you get 3 1/2 years. The Lord’s return would usher in this 
new “time” when the Antichrist would reign. Because he wrote about a later fulfillment of 
Biblical prophecy, his method of interpretation came to be known as the Futurist view or 
simply futurism. !
! !
! Carrying on the teaching of futurism was another Jesuit scholar named Cardinal 
Robert Bellarmine (1542-1621). The Italian cardinal also tried his hardest to twist the 
Word of God to remove the Papacy from any Antichrist discussion. While many might 
remember him more as the judge or inquisitor of Galileo, Bellarmine furthered the cause 
and teaching of futurism in his work titled: Polemic Lectures Concerning the Disputed 
Points of the Christian Belief Against the Heretics of This Time. !!
! One final Jesuit should be noted. His name was Manuel De Lacunza 
(1731-1801), a Jesuit priest living in Spain. Without getting into European, and 
specifically, Spanish history at this time, the history that does concern us is King Charles 
III of Spain and his desire for economic and cultural reform. Included in his reforms was 
expelling the Jesuits from Spain. One of those expelled was Lacunza, who ended up 
exiled on the small island of Cadiz, a narrow slice of land surrounded by the sea off the 
southern coast of Spain near the Strait of Gibraltar. Lacunza spent his time in exile in 
intense study of the church fathers and especially Biblical prophecy. In 1790, Lacunza 
completed a work entitled, “The Coming of the Messiah in Glory and Majesty.” In it, he 
continued the Jesuit teaching of futurism, adding that before the day of the Lord’s return 
there would be a great falling away from the Catholic Church, during which time the 
Antichrist would reign. For many years this work was only circulated throughout Spain in 
manuscript form. Lacunza died in 1801. !!
! Despite a prohibition against any Jesuit publication in Spain, around 1810/11 the 
book was secretly printed in Cadiz under the Jewish pseudonym Rabbi Juan Josaphat 
ben-Ezra. As a book, The Coming of the Messiah in Glory and Majesty circulated 
beyond Spain and outside of Catholicism, landing in the hands of a Scottish 
Presbyterian minister named Edward Irving (1792-1834). Irving was so impressed by 
Lacunza’s interpretation of end times prophesy that he translated the book into English. 
In 1827, almost 40 years after Lacunza’s original writing, the two-volume work was 
published in English. So it was that a Jesuit/Catholic teaching made its way into 
Protestantism. And it was Edward Irving who then introduced this teaching to John 
Nelson Darby, who is considered by many to be the “Father of Dispensationalism.” !!
! John Nelson Darby was born in London to Irish parents. He was educated at 
Trinity College in Dublin. Admitted to the bar at age 22, he abandoned his legal career 
after only one year. He converted and was ordained as a minister in the Church of 
England. Darby soon became disenfranchised with the Church of England and sought a 
fellowship which emphasized a more spiritual and intimate communion. He led small 
group Bible studies, not as a protest but simply gatherings. The group settled in 
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Plymouth, England in 1831. By 1840 there were 800 in regular attendance. Even with 
such a large following, the group did not want to be called by any denominational name, 
but simply as Brethren, based on the practice of the brotherhood shared by Jesus and 
his disciples. There were two guiding principles the Brethren had: the breaking of bread 
every Lord’s Day and the ministry is based upon the call of Christ rather than the 
ordination of man. Confession was not important. It was a typical sect. !!
! Darby taught dispensationalism, which is basically dividing up all of history - past, 
present, and future - into different schemes or dispensations. In each dispensation, 
Darby taught that God revealed himself in different ways in different times (or 
dispensations). Dispensation comes from the Latin dispensatio, which comes from the 
Greek oikonomia, meaning “to manage, regulate, administer, or plan.” Darby’s scheme 
or dispensations were the following: !
! 1 Paradisiacal state to the Flood!
! 2 Noah! !
! 3 Abraham!
! 4 Israel !
! ! Under the law!
! ! Under the priesthood!
! ! under the kings!
! 5 Gentiles!
! 6 The Spirit!
! 7 The Millennium!!
! Darby also taught that Jesus’ return would usher in a one thousand year reign of 
Christ. Prior to this thousand year reign, Darby claimed that there would be a “secret 
rapture” of believers when Christ would unexpectedly take his believers out of this world 
to himself in heaven. This is why Darby’s teaching is not just referred to as 
dispensationalism but it is given a more complete title: premillennial dispensationalism. !!
! The Dallas Theological Seminary has plenty of books that paint very glowing 
pictures of this history and the development of dispensationalism. These books 
compare Darby to the Reformers of the 15th century. They claim that, in the same way 
these Reformers brought a variety of biblical teachings back to the Church, Darby gifted 
the Church with the biblical teaching of dispensationalism. They praise Darby for finding 
dispensational references even among the writings of the Church Fathers. These 
authors are quick to add that this does not mean that the Church Fathers were 
“dispensational” in the way we speak of “dispensational” today. Rather, it means that the 
Church Fathers were headed in that direction and it was finally John Nelson Darby who 
was given the wisdom and understanding to put it all together.  !!
! Yet for all the books that paint glowing pictures of Darby and this history, there 
are plenty that give the other side of the story. One historian wrote: !
! !

The principles of interpretation of dispensationalism grew out of the Brethren 
controversies, in spite of any modification they may have undergone since then. 
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John Darby was subjected to the temptations common to all religious innovators 
- that of constantly advancing new “revelations” of “spiritual” truths to attract and 
maintain his following. For all of his deep concentration on personal piety, the 
character of Darby became so warped that, though he may have sincerely 
desired to interpret the Scriptures accurately, he became absorbed in a system 
of interpretation which carried him far beyond the historic faith. The history of 
theology clearly demonstrates that Darby introduced not only new concepts into 
theology, but a wholly new principle of interpretation (emphasis his). He himself 
admitted that this principle had been hidden from the church for nineteen 
centuries, and then revealed only to him. (Bass, p98)!!

! The Plymouth Brethren, under Darby, did not just teach dispensationalism locally. 
Darby was a missionary, who traveled to Germany, Italy, New Zealand…and the USA. 
While in the US, Darby would preach and teach in any church that would have him. He 
had audiences in the cities of New York, Detroit, St. Louis, Boston, Philadelphia, and 
Chicago. !!
! One who heard Darby preach and teach was Dwight L. Moody, a famous 
evangelist and businessman. Moody is perhaps best known as the founder of the 
Chicago Evangelization Society in 1886, which later became the Moody Bible Institute. 
Moody Bible Institute was one of the several new Bible institutes that taught 
dispensational theology. Moody was also an influential leader in the Bible Conference 
Movement at this time. These interdenominational conferences promoted Darby’s 
dispensationalism to even larger audiences.!!
! Some have argued that Darby’s premillennial dispensationalism would have 
been lost and forgotten in the pages of history except for a man named C.I. Scofield 
(1843-1921). Even though many historians have raised questions about C.I. Scofield’s 
theological expertise and knowledge, the man published his own commentary on the 
King James version of the Bible called Scofield’s Reference Bible, a commentary that is 
dispensational through and through. The Scofield Reference Bible was a key 
development in dispensationalism becoming the dominant eschatology in modern 
Protestantism. Millions of copies were sold bringing dispensational theology into the 
homes of many Protestants.!!
! While Scofield’s dispensations may differ slightly with Darby’s, the structure is 
pretty much the same. His dispensations were the following: !
! 1. Innocence (Gen 1:28-3:6)!
! 2. Conscience or Moral Responsibility (Gen 3:7-8:14) !
! 3. Human Government (Gen 8:15-11:32)  !
! 4. Promise (Genesis 12:1-Ex 18:27)  !
! 5. The Law (Ex 19:3-Acts 1:26)  !
! 6. The Church - Grace (Acts 2:1-Rev 19)  !
! 7. Millennial Kingdom (Rev 20)!!
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! It was only natural that something so popular and so well-respected would also 
make its way into academic settings like Bible schools. After World War 1, many 
dispensational Bible schools were formed. One of those schools was “our” very own 
Dallas Theological Seminary (DTS) in 1924. This seminary’s first class of 13 students 
met to study under their teacher, Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer (1871-1952). Chafer would 
proudly use, recommend, and defend the Scofield Reference Bible. That should come 
as no surprise given Chafer’s background. He helped Scofield establish a Bible school 
in Philadelphia in 1914. And when Scofield died in 1921, Chafer moved to Dallas to be 
the minister of the First Congregational Church of Dallas, a church that Scofield had 
served.!!
! For nearly 30 years, Dr. Chafer, heavily influenced by Scofield, taught future 
ministers at DTS. As the seminary’s first teacher of systematic theology, his influence 
shaped the lives of many for years to come through his eight volume work entitled, 
Systematic Theology. !
! !
! One of Chafer’s students and future successors as president of DTS was John 
Walvoord (1910-2002). In a website dedicated to preserving Walvoord’s history and 
legacy (http://www.walvoord.com/welcome), he is called “the world's foremost 
interpreter of biblical prophecy,” a biblical interpretation of prophecy shaped by 
dispensationalism. His greatest work, Armageddon, Oil and the Middle East Crisis, has 
sold over 2 million copies. In 1990, Walvoord was even invited to share copies of this 
book with G.H.W. Bush’s staff so that they could “better understand” the situation in the 
Middle East. That situation is explained in the book’s subtitle: What the Bible Says 
About the Future of the MiddleEast and the End of Western Civilization.!!
! Another familiar name in modern Christianity is another alum and former 
president of DTS, Chuck Swindoll (1934-). For years, his books and sermons have 
brought dispensationalism into the homes of Americans. Currently, his Insight for Living 
ministry headquartered in Plano, TX includes a radio broadcast that reaches out to 
millions every year. On his ministry’s website (http://www.insight.org), Swindoll 
recommends this Bible: New American Standard Version Ryrie Study Bible.!!
! The Ryrie Study Bible was written by Charles C. Ryrie (1925-), another DTS 
alum. The study Bible has sold over 2 million copies. For many years, Ryrie, a strong 
advocate of dispensationalism, was the chair of the systematic’s department at DTS 
and served as one of its systematic’s professors. While Ryrie and other DTS alum hold 
no denominational affiliations, it seems as though the bond that holds them together is 
dispensationalism. For example, after serving at DTS, Ryrie served as president and 
professor at Cairn University which is near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This was 
formerly called the “Bible Institute of Philadelphia,” the same school started by C.I. 
Scofield with the help of Lewis Sperry Chafer in 1914. !!
! Another former DTS alum who has had immeasurable influence is Hal Lindsey. In 
1969, Lindsey wrote The Late Great Planet Earth, quickly becoming a bestseller. The 
book which later became a hit movie is wholly dispensational. Currently, Lindsey 
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continues to share his “breaking news” in the Hal Lindsey Report (http://
www.hallindsey.com), which is headquartered in Tulsa, Oklahoma. !!
! There are other significant men that came out of DTS: J. Vernon McGee who is 
the renowned host of Thru The Bible Radio program; Kenneth N. Taylor - no relation - 
who founded the Tyndale Publishing House, wrote The Living Bible translation, and 
authored many Bibles for children. Thomas Ice is another graduate of DTS and 
currently sits as the Executive Director of the Pre-Trib Research Center. As the research 
center’s website states: “He founded The Center in 1994 with Dr. Tim LaHaye to 
research, teach, and defend the pretribulational rapture and related Bible prophecy 
doctrines.” Dr. Tim LaHaye is a name you probably know too because of his fictional 
series, Left Behind. Tim LaHaye’s website (https://timlahaye.com) reminds his readers 
that: !!

The Left Behind fiction series, co-authored with Jerry B. Jenkins, have broken all 
publishing records with a total of 80 million in print. These books have appeared 
on the best-seller lists of The New York Times, Wall Street Journal /USA Today, 
Wall Street Journal, Publishers Weekly, and Christian Booksellers Association.  
Based on the Bible’s book of Revelation, the apocalyptic thrillers follow the lives 
of those left behind after the sudden disappearance of millions of believers.!!

! You may have noticed that the movie Left Behind was rereleased on October 3, 
2014. Starring Nicolas Cage, its budget was 16 million! boxofficemojo.com stated that 
as of October 20, the movie’s domestic total was $12,936,593. When you convert that 
number to people, it’s frightening to think how many people have been exposed to 111 
minutes worth of premillennial dispensational theology.!!
! While this paper just touched on the influence dispensationalism has had through 
men of the Dallas Theological Seminary, there are others who have helped 
dispensationalism’s cause. There are notable dispensationalists connected with the 
Moody Bible Institute and Moody Publishers…men like Jerry Jenkins, co-author of the 
Left Behind series, who was former vice president of publishing and is the current 
chairman of the board of trustees for Moody Bible Institute. There are notable 
dispensationalists who have preached and taught programs on Trinity Broadcasting 
Network (http://www.tbn.org), the world’s largest religious television network. There is 
the ministry of John Ankerberg, another dispensationalist, whose website (https://
www.jashow.org) says that his show is “the most-watched Christian worldview show in 
America.” There’s also the popular Jack Van Impe Ministries (http://www.jvim.com) out 
of Michigan and John Hagee Ministries (http://www.jhm.org) out of San Antonio. 
Whether it is ministry built on dispensational theology down the road or across the 
country, our conclusion is still the same; it’s disheartening to see how what started in the 
Catholic Counter Reformation in the 1500s has made its way into becoming the 
dominant eschatology of modern Protestantism. !!
! How is dispensationalism doing today? As an outsider looking in, it seems like a 
fairly fractured group. There are those who are classified as Traditional 
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Dispensationalists. John Nelson Darby, C.I. Scofield (before revisions to his reference 
notes), and Chafer would be considered traditional. There are Classic 
Dispensationalists. Scofield (after revisions to his reference notes), Walvood, and Ryrie 
would be considered classic. There are Progressive Dispensationalists, which seems to 
be the prominent dispensational teaching at DTS today now that the “classic” minded 
dispensationalists have died or left. Among these groups, there are even ultra-
dispensationalists and hyper-dispensaitonalists, who have differences of opinion on 
when the church/grace dispensation started.!!
! We pray a blessing that comes from this division is a renewed study of what the 
Bible actually says. Through Spirit-led exegesis (and a whole lot less eisegesis) we pray 
they will see the truth that holds the Bible’s message together is not dispensations but is 
the golden thread of Jesus Christ and him crucified. !!
! May this study remind us what we should be doing as we await Jesus’ return. Let 
us clearly proclaim Law and Gospel so that people come to faith in Jesus Christ and 
through daily repentance remain in that faith.!!!
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