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Minutes of the 

Spring Pastoral Conference 

South Central District 

Shepherd of the Plains, Lubbock, TX 

October 23-24, 2014 

 

Thursday, October  23
rd

  
 

Our conference convened at 10:00am with an Opening Worship Service. Pastor Jeremy Cares presided 

at worship and Pr. Paul Seager preached on Matthew 25:1-13. Those attending were also blessed to 

receive forgiveness of sins through the Lord’s Supper. 

 

After a brief break, Pastor Nate Buege called the conference to order. The secretary called the roll. 

Present were 32 pastors, 4 vicars, 2 staff ministers, and 2 guests.  Excuses were noted.  The agenda was 

adopted and the conference began. 

 

At 11:30am District President Patterson gave his report via PowerPoint (available online). Patterson 

began with a devotional thought on Acts 14:22 – Don’t be surprised: Hardships are a reality, but it is 

simply part of the overall package. The truth is that the kingdom of God is waiting. Topics touched on 

included an update on CMO; synodical and district vacancies as well as the corresponding need for 

ministerial recruiting; preparations for the 500
th

 anniversary of the Reformation; the upcoming Christian 

Leadership Experience; the Wartburg Project; amid other items.   

 

At 12:05 the conference broke for lunch and Paul Seager led us in prayer. 

 

The conference reconvened at 1:00pm with a devotion on Philippians 3:17-4:1 led by Clint Rogas. 

 

At 1:15 Pastor Brad Taylor offered the first essay of the conference: A Brief History of 

Dispensationalism: How it Became the Dominant Eschatology of Modern Protestantism. Discussion 

followed and the essayist was thanked for his work.  

 

Following the essay, District Mission Board Chairman Caleb Schoeneck presented his District Mission 

Board Report (written and posted online). Of particular interest, Pastor Schoeneck presented a “new start 

checklist” that can be utilized as our district continues to emphasize new mission startups.  

 

The conference took a 15 minute break.  

 

After break, LPS President Matt Crass addressed the conference and gave an update on the schools of 

the WELS ministerial education system. President Crass spoke of the benefit of belonging to a church 

body that has their own internal educational and mission systems. Much of Crass’ time was spent 

highlighting the past, current, and future blessings of LPS as they celebrate their 150
th

 anniversary.  
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The conference continued as Pastor Mark Bitter presented Our Defense Against the Dragon and the 

Beasts – The Christian Lives in the End Times (written and available online). After discussion, the 

essayist was thanked for his work. 

 

After a brief break, District President Don Patterson took the floor again to discuss ministry plans and 

opportunities within the district. Highlights include information on upcoming GROW and Ignite 

Conferences. Pastor Aaron Glaeske was asked to talk about the unique ministry opportunity that his 

congregation has and urged the brothers to look for their ministerial niche as well.  

 

At 6:00pm, Pr. Clint Rogas prayed us to dinner and adjournment for the evening.  

 

Friday, October 24
th

  
 

At 9:00am Pr. Dan Herold began our Friday session with a devotion on 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

 

Following the devotion, Pastor Daron Lindemann presented in an interactive way his Pastoral 

Encouragement for Living in the Last Days. Discussion occurred throughout the presentation by 

breakout groups. The presenter was thanked for his work.  

 

After recessing for a brief break, Pastor Buege gave information about the GROW conference which 

will be held at Abiding Word, Houston, on February 5-6, 2015. Staff Minister Chad White also 

announced that a Staff Minister retreat will be held at Timmerman’s Ranch in early December.  

 

The conference’s three presenters were asked to form a panel that could address questions and 

comments from the assembly on the overarching topic of Living in the End Times.  

 

A couple items of conference business were dealt with: 

 Next October’s conference is to be held in the either the Oklahoma or Arkansas Circuits. A 

motion was made and seconded to convene next October’s pastoral conference at Trinity 

Lutheran Church in Mountain Home, AR on October 19-20, 2015. Motion Passed. 

 The offering from the opening service totaled $154. After discussion, it was decided by the 

assembly to designate the offering to LPS in honor of their 150
th

 Anniversary. Motion Passed.  

 The essay committee announced that next October’s conference will center on the theme: “If 

Christ sets you free, you are free indeed.” Assignments and essay topics will be doled out soon. 

 Thanks were offered to Jeremy Cares and Shepherd of the Plains Lutheran Church, our essayists, 

our worship coordinator, leaders and musicians, and presenters.   

 

The secretary read the minutes. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept them. A motion 

was made and approved to adjourn at 11:52am. 

 

Pr. Dave Kapler concluded our conference with a devotion on Isaiah 52:1-6. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pastor David Bivens 

 

 

 


