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ABOUT THE SERVICES 

The GROW Conference intends to encourage and equip lay leaders, teachers, and pastors from across 
the South Central District of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. The conference planners 
identified that growth in congregational ministry begins with personal development in faith. 
Corporate worship brings God’s people together, connects them to the Means of Grace, and affords 
opportunities for praise. In all these ways, we gather to grow. Here we offer a few notes on each 
service to explain the rationale behind the texts and service elements:  
 
Opening Service: Gathered to Grow around Word and Sacrament 
Acts 2:42-47 is a key text for understanding the worship life of the early New Testament believers. 
The Gospel creates a united Church. Simple gatherings around Word and meal have fed God’s people 
for centuries. The hymn “God is Here! As We his People” highlights the enduring elements which 
nurture us from week to week. “Speak O Lord” also highlights the many aspects of spiritual growth 
which will be addressed in the conference devotions.  
Presiding Minister: Pastor Mark Tiefel; Conference Preacher: District President Don Patterson 
 
Thursday Evening Devotion:  Gathered to Grow in Wisdom and Understanding 
James 3:13-18 reminds us that true growth begins with humility: Be wise in God’s eyes and not your 
own! Self-reflection is an important aspect of the Evening Devotion. Even as we turn to the watches 
of the night, the words of Psalm 92 help us remember “It is good to give thanks to the Lord.”  
Devotion Leader: John Vieths 
 
Friday Morning Devotion: Gathered to Grow in Faithful Labor 
Luke 19:11-27 is a bold parable about the challenges of service in the Kingdom of God. Though many 
days may pass before the Master returns, to the servants, only one thing matters: the Mina! Psalm 63 
and the responses of the Morning Devotion echo this devotion: Lord, assist us as we set to work!  
Devotion Leader: David Bivens 
 
Friday Afternoon Devotion: Gathered to Grow in Humble Service 
Mark 10:41-45 relates Jesus’ admonition to his disciples: true greatness is found in true servanthood. 
When we direct our attention to the importance of unity and harmony, “how good and pleasant it is!” 
(Psalm 133) The verses of the hymn do an excellent job of balancing the apostle’s admonition with its 
support: “There is one God of us all…”  
 Devotion Leader: Matt Pearson 
 
Closing  Service: Gathered to Grow in Confident Generosity 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 is often considered a foundational text for Christian stewardship. You cannot 
out-give God! It is the same confidence expressed by the writer of Psalm 141: God will be with us every 
night and day. This confidence and boldness also serves well to bring our conference to close and 
make our ways back to take up our tasks in service to our congregations.  
Devotion Leader: John Hering 
 

M. Tiefel  
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OPENING SERVICE 
Holy Communion 

 
GATHERING RITE Blessed Jesus, at your Word 
 Christian Worship Supplement 
 
STAND  

 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

 
 
M: Oh, how I love your law! 

C: I meditate on it all day long. 

M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

C: for they are ever with me. 

M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 

C: for I meditate on your statutes. 

M: How sweet are your words to my taste, 

C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!  
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For 
this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures testify 
about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, 
and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy 
Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 
BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON Nehemiah 8:13-18 

God’s rebuilds the joy of his people by gathering them around the Word 
 
 
RESPONSE 

 
 
 



7 

 
  
STAND 

 
GOSPEL John 15:1-8 

Disciples grow only in connection to Christ and his Word 
 
At the conclusion of the Gospel: 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C:  Thanks be to God! 

 
BE SEATED 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY God Is Here! As We His People 
 Christian Worship 532 
 
SERMON Acts 2:42-47 
  The Gospel creates a united Church 
 
STAND at the conclusion of the sermon. 

 
 



8 

CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.  

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
The prayer of the church concludes with the Lord’s Prayer 
  
 Our Father in heaven,  
   hallowed be your name,  
   your kingdom come,  
   your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins,  

   as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power,  

   and the glory are yours  
   now and forever. Amen.  
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THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE 
 
M:  The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C: We Lift them up to the Lord. 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do.  

M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with 
them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints 
on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
     Sanctus 

 
O holy, holy, holy 
Lord God of pow’r and might, 
Your glory, earth and heaven 
In countless ways recite. 
Hosanna! Come and save us,  
Lord God of hosts on high, 
And in your grace and mercy 
Receive our fervent cry. 

 

Hosanna in the highest! 
How truly blest is he 
Who in God’s name is coming 
To set his people free! 
He comes to bring salvation 
And with his blood outpoured,  
Deliver us from bondage— 
Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
     Agnus Dei 
 

O Lamb of God, most holy 
for mercy now we call 
O Lamb of God, most holy 
have mercy on us all. 
For all the world you suffered, 
from sin you give release; 
O Lamb of God, most holy 
grant us your promised peace. 

 
BE SEATED 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
Proceed up the center aisle to make a single ‘table’ across the width of the rail. The presiding 
minister will invite you to kneel. Return to your place by proceeding down the side aisles.  
  
STAND 

 
PRAYER 
 
M: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for 
one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
M:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

The conference offering will gathered at the entrance to the sanctuary at the beginning of the 

Evening Devotion.  
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THURSDAY EVENING DEVOTION 
 
REMAIN SEATED 

HYMN O Trinity, Most Blessed Light 
 Christian Worship 591 
RESPONSES 
 
L: Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over. 

C: Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.  

L: Your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.  

C: The LORD will guide you always.  

L: Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more;  

C: the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end.   

L: On no day will the gates of the Holy City ever be shut,  

C: for there will be no night there.  

 
PSALM  Lord, It is Good to Give Thanks to You 
 Psalm 92 
 
After the refrain is introduced by solo voice, join to sing it and repeat the refrain as indicated.  
Refrain 

 
 
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to make music to your name, O Most High, 
to proclaim your love in the morning and your truth in the watches of the night.    Refrain 
 
The just will flourish like a palm tree and grow like a Lebanon cedar. 
Planted in the house of the Lord they will flourish in the courts of our God.    Refrain 
 
Still bearing fruit when they are old, still full of sap, still green, 
they proclaim that the Lord is just. My rock, in whom there is no wrong.   Refrain 
 
DEVOTION James 3:13-18 
 Be wise in God’s eyes and not your own  
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PRAYER 
 
L: God Almighty, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Grant us, we pray, to be grounded and 

settled in your truth and wisdom. Send the Holy Spirit into our hearts, that he may 
reveal what we do not know, fill up that which is wanting, confirm that which is true, 
and keep us blameless in your service; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 
 
 In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep 
me this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let 
your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (+), and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen.  
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FRIDAY MORNING DEVOTION 
 
REMAIN SEATED 

HYMN O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright 
 Christian Worship 586 
 
RESPONSES  
 
L: In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice;  

C: in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation. 

L: We do not make requests of you because we are righteous,  

C: but because of your great mercy.  

L: May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;  

C: establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish the work of our hands.   

L: Let me live that I may praise you,  

C: and may your laws sustain me. 

 
PSALM As Morning Breaks 
 Psalm 63 
 
After the refrain is introduced by solo voice, join to sing it and repeat the refrain as indicated.  
Refrain 

 
 

God, my God, it is you I seek; For you my soul is thirsting. 
Like a dry and weary land My spirit longs for you.     Refrain 

I have sought your presence, Lord; To see your power and glory. 
Lord, your love means more than life; I shall sing your praise.     Refrain 

Thus I will bless you while I live, And I will call your name, Lord. 
As with the riches of a feast, My soul is filled by you.     Refrain 

Through the night I remember you For you have been my Savior. 
In the shadow of your wings I will shout for joy.     Refrain 
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DEVOTION Luke 19:11-19 
 Only one thing matters: the mina! 
 
LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 
 
C: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.  

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from 
sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I 
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that 
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
PRAYER 
 
L: Heavenly Father, our Creator, help us to put to best use all our talents and abilities, 

our creativity and imagination in your service. We offer ourselves to you this day, Lord 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer; may you control our thoughts, and may we embody your 
love. We consecrate ourselves to you this day, Holy Spirit, our Counselor; inspire our 
speaking, sanctify our actions, and cause us to grow in zeal for you, who with the 
Father and the Son are one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 
BLESSING 
 
L: May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive 

all hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and bodies; may Christ bind us 
to himself by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts. 

C: Amen. 
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON DEVOTION 

 
REMAIN SEATED 

HYMN In Unity and Peace 
 Christian Worship Supplement 773 
 
Join to sing the refrains as indicated. The verses are sung by solo voice. 

 
DEVOTION  Mark 10:41-45 
  True Greatness in True Servanthood 
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‘PRAYER 
 
L: God of mercy, this midday moment of rest is your welcome gift. Bless the work we 

have begun, make good its defects, and let us finish it in a way that pleases you. Grant 
this through Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
RESPONSES 
 
L:  The LORD gives strength to his people;  

C:  the LORD blesses his people with peace. 

L: Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way.  

C:  The Lord be with you.  

 
BLESING 
L:  Blessing, honor, thanksgiving, and praise, more than we can utter or understand, be to 

you, O holy and glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, by all angels, all 
mankind, and all creatures, for ever and ever.  

C:  Amen. 
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CLOSING DEVOTION 
Gathered to GROW in Confident Generosity 

 

REMAIN SEATED 

PSALM God Will Be With Us All Along our Way 
 Psalm 121 
 
After the refrain is introduced by solo voice, join to sing it and repeat the refrain as indicated.  
Refrain 

  
To the hills I lift my eyes; where shall help and strength arise? 
From the Lord will come my aid, who all heav’n and earth has made.      Refrain 
 
God will guide through dangers all, on your way you will not fall; 
God who safe the people keeps slumbers not and never sleeps.      Refrain 
 
Your protector is the Lord, shade for you he shall afford; 
Neither sun nor moon shall smite, God will guard by day and night.      Refrain 
 
God will ever keep your soul, What would harm, God will control; 
In your home and by the way God will keep you day by day.      Refrain 

 
 
DEVOTION 2 Corinthians 9:1-6 
 You cannot out-give God 
 
PRAYER 
 
M:  Lord God, you neither slumber nor sleep, but your eyes are always open to our 

needs. Watch over our welfare on when our journeys become perilous, shade us 
from dangers that surround us, and keep us safe from harm; through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen 
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M: O God, save your servants who trust in you. 

C: Guard our lives, and hear us when we call. 

M: O God, set our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.  

C: Lead us until we reach our heavenly goal.  

 
BLESSING 
 
M: Blessed be the Lord today. 

C: May the God of our salvation be our sun and shield. 

M: May the almighty and merciful Lord direct and preserve us on our way, and may 
he send his holy angels to accompany us, that we may return to our home in 
peace, in safety, and in joy, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen 

 
CLOSING HYMN Go, My Children, With My Blessing 
 Christian Worship 332 
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