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Gathered at Our Savior Lutheran Church, San Antonio, Texas – October 14-15, 2013 

  



2 

SERVICE NOTES 
 

The October 2013 Pastoral Study Conference investigates the relationship of Christianity and Islam. 

Throughout history, this relationship has been one of great distress. During the time of Luther and 

the Reformers, the Church of God was under attack in a very real sense – spiritually and otherwise. 

Many of the hymns of the Reformation were composed and sung with the threat of Turkish invasion 

very much in mind. A prime example is Lord, Keep us Steadfast in your Word, accompanying 

Conference Devotion One. It was composed in 1541 for use in a special service of prayer arranged 

by Martin Luther in response to an advancing military campaign by Mohammedan forces under 

Sultan Suleiman against Budapest and Vienna. Lutherans focused their worship to include prayers 

for peace and safety from all those who threatened Christ’s Church.  

Still, there is a surprising and consistent message brought to bear in the texts of these ‘battle hymns 

of the Reformation.’ Rather than countering hatred with hatred, the Lutherans fought against their 

enemies by simply holding out the Word of life. Reformation and End Time hymns are as strong on 

evangelism as they are on orthodoxy.  After generations of conflict, their hymns still call us to join 

in the battle with the most unexpected of weapons: the means of grace.  

 
Monday Morning: Opening Service with Holy Communion “The Church Militant”  
The opening service focuses on the life of the Church militant during her struggles to hold out the 

world of life within a dark world. It combines many of the themes of the final four Sundays of the 

churches year, designated in our synod as the season of End Time.  

Presiding Minister: Tim Soukup, Our Savior: San Antonio, TX 

Preacher: Craig Born, Gethsemane: Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Devotions for each day feature the individual themes of End Time, while each drawing from the 

prophecy of Daniel, a book which dramatically depicts the believer’s struggle.  

Monday Midday: Devotion One “Faithful with his Word” 

Daniel 3:16-28 is set as the supplemental first lesson for Reformation Day, year B. The story of 

the three young men reminds us that God’s Church has been blessed throughout her history with 

faithful confessors of the gospel, even in the face of contradictory religion and aggressive threats. 

Devotion Leader: Steve Dorn, Abiding Savior: Kileen, TX 

 

Tuesday Morning: Devotion Two “Faithful with our Time” 

Daniel 7:9-10 serves as the first lesson for Last Judgment, year A. The Son of Man reminds us of 

the urgency of the hour. Only so much time remains until the Lord of all comes to judge. There will 

be no second chances. Let us therefore be diligent with the Word as we hold out the message of 

Truth.  

Devotion Leader: Joey Koelpin, Abiding Faith: Pinehurst, TX 

 

Tuesday Afternoon: Devotion Three “Faithful to the End” 

Daniel 12:1-3 is set as the first lesson for Saints Triumphant, year B. It contains a great message 

of comfort. Our work will not get easier this side of paradise. But when the end comes, God’s 

faithful people have all the joy of heaven to filling our eyes and our ears. Let that joy motivate you 

as you work.   

Devotion Leader: Wayne Fischer, Camp Shiloh Lutheran Retreat: Pittsburg, TX 

 

Closing Service: Devotion Four “Faithful to our King”  

We return to Daniel 7, this time focusing our attention on Daniel 7:13-14, the first lesson for Christ 

the King, year B. Here we see the uniqueness of our God. Our enemies say “There is no God but 

Allah.” We say “there is no King but Christ.” Show the world a Crucified King and the world will 

never be the same.  

Devotion Leader: Marc von Deylen, Lord of Life: Friendswood, TX 

 

Coordinating the services: Mark Tiefel, Abiding Word: Houston TX 

Accompanying the services: Mark Bitter, Mount Olive: Tulsa, OK 
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OPENING SERVICE 
‘THE CHURCH MILITANT’ 

Holy Communion 

 

OPENING HYMN  Rejoice in God 

 Christian Worship Supplement 733:1-4 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The opening hymn 

calls God’s people to 

come before God’s 

presence with joy and 

thanksgiving. 
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STAND  

 

INVOCATION 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

OPENING DIALOG 

 

M:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself  

  for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and 

  Father, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

C:  My soul faints with longing for your salvation, but I have put my hope in your word. 

 

M:  The Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised,  

  being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 

C:  Turn to me and have mercy on me, as you always do to those who love your name. 

 

M:  When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to  

  redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  

C:  May your unfailing love be my comfort, according to your promise to your servant. 

 

M:   Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls 

  out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God 

  has made you also an heir. 

C:  I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts. 

 

M:  May we never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C:  Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word.  
 

All Sing:   

  

  Rejoice in God! Your voices raise 

  In honor, blessing, love, and praise  

        to his eternal throne; 

  That ev’ry heart, with one accord 

  And ev’ry tongue may tell abroad 

  The loving-kindness of the Lord 

          And make his glory known.  

 

THE WORD 
 

SALUTATION 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend 

them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 
BE SEATED  

 

 

 

The name of the 

triune God and the 

sign of the cross 

remind worshipers of 

their baptisms. 

 

 

 

Statements from 

Paul’s letter to the 

Galatians are paired 

with verses from 

Psalm 119.  
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FIRST LESSON   Isaiah 43:1-7 

 God declares his love for an assailed people 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 46  

 Michael Guimont 

Cantor:  Refrain 

C:  Refrain 

 
 

Cantor: God is for us a refuge and strength, a helper close at hand, in time of distress,  

 So we shall not fear though the earth should rock, though the mountains fall into the depths  

 of the sea; 

 Even though its waters rage and foam, even though the mountains be shaken by its waves. 

 

C: Refrain 

 

Cantor: The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, the holy place where the Most High dwells. 

 God is within, it cannot be shaken; God will help it at the dawning of the day. 

 Nations are in tumult, kingdoms are shaken; God’s voice roars forth, the earth shrinks away. 

 

C: Refrain 

 

Cantor: Come, consider the works of the Lord, the redoubtable deeds God has done on the earth; 

 Putting an end to wars across the earth; breaking the bow, snapping the spear, burning the 

 shields with fire. 

 “Be still and know that I am God, supreme among the nations, supreme on the earth!”  

 

C: Refrain 

 

 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 3:19-28 

 God declares us free from sin and unrighteousness 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY  Howard Hughes, SM 

 

All: Refain 

 
Cantor: Stand up and raise your heads because you know your redemption is at hand.  

 

All: Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Verse of the Day 

serves as a prelude to 

the reading of the 

Gospel. It brings the 

worshippers to their 

feet with shouts of 

“alleluia!”  
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STAND 

 

GOSPEL John 17:6-19 

  Jesus prays that his Church would know the Truth in times of trouble 

 

M: The Gospel according to John chapter seventeen.  

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 

 
After the Gospel: 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 
BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  In Trembling Hands 

  Christian Worship 199 

 
 

SERMON  

 
STAND AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SERMON 

 

The congregation 

stands and speaks 

words of acclamation 

out of respect for the 

words of Christ, our 

King. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hymn of the Day 

is assigned to this day 

because of its rich 

content and 

connection to the 

day’s Gospel. 
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NICENE CREED 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
BE SEATED 

 

OFFERING 

 
STAND  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

 

 Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins,  

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.   

 For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen. 

 

Public confession is 

faith’s response to 

God’s saving Word. 

Christians composed 

the Nicene Creed in 

the fourth century to 

defend the Bible’s 

teachings that both 

Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit are true 

God, equal to the 

Father in one eternal, 

undivided Trinity. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who will 

soon come again in glory to deliver us forever from this present evil age. Therefore with all 

the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

Sanctus 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 

 

 

The words of the 

Preface mark the 

beginning of the 

Sacrament section of 

the service and lift the 

worshipers’ hearts in 

praise. The opening 

sentences are among 

the oldest in the 

Christian liturgy. 
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

LAMB OF GOD   

Agnus Dei  
 

 
 

 

BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 
STAND 

 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given 

us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished 

our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until 

that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING  
 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

REMAIN STANDING FOR THE CLOSING HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

This ancient text and 

tune demonstrate 

epitomize the 

profound meaning of 

the Supper. We come 

as spiritual beggars 

to receive mercy from 

the only one worthy to 

give it: the Lamb once 

slain.  
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CLOSING HYMN  Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide 

  Christian Worship 541:1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Composed during the 

ongoing struggles of 

the Reformation, 

these verses still 

guide the Church 

through difficult days. 

Its themes include 

perseverance, 

watchfulness, 

evangelism, and 

faithfulness to the 

means of grace.  

 

. 
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DEVOTION ONE 

REMAIN SEATED 

RESPONSORY 

M:  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  

C:  his love endures forever.  

M:  The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid.  

C:  The LORD is with me; he is my helper.  

M:  The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.  

C:  I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the LORD has done.  

M:  O LORD, save us; O LORD, grant us success.  

C:  This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

M:  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  

C:  his love endures forever.  

DEVOTION Daniel 3:18-28 

PRAYER 

M:  Lord Jesus Christ, before whom all in heaven and earth shall bow, grant courage that your 

children may confess your saving name in the face of any opposition from a world hostile 

to the Gospel. Help them to remember Your faithful people who sacrificed much and even 

faced death rather than dishonor you when called upon to deny the faith. By your Spirit, 

strengthen them to be faithful and to confess you boldly, knowing that you will confess 

your own before the Father in heaven, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 

M:  May Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless us and preserve us. 

C:  Amen.  

HYMN Lord, Keep us Steadfast in your Word 

  Christian Worship 203 

  

 

 

 

 

Selected verses from 

Psalm 118 
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DEVOTION TWO 

REMAIN SEATED 

RESPONSORY 

M:  Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, O God 

C:  That we may rejoice and be glad all our days.  

M:  Praise to the blessed and holy Trinity, one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C:  He is the giver of life and salvation. Alleluia! 

DEVOTION Daniel 7:9-10 

PRAYER 

M:        Faithful God, whose mercies are new to us every morning, we humbly pray that you would 

look upon us in mercy and renew us by your Holy Spirit. Keep us safe in our going out and 

our coming in, and let your blessing remain with us throughout the day. As we witness the 

dawning of the morning sun, make us alert for the final dawning of your grace. Until that 

day, preserve us in your righteousness all for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:   Amen.  

HYMN  Great God, What Do I See and Hear? 

  Christian Worship 208 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Selected verses from 

Psalm 90 
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DEVOTION THREE 

REMAIN SEATED 

RESPONSORY 

M:   Bless the Lord, O my Soul 

C:  Let all that is within me bless his holy name. 

M:  Bless the Lord, O my Soul 

C:  and forget not all his benefits.  

M:  The Lord redeems your life from the pit. He crowns you with steadfast love and mercy 

C:  The Lord satisfies us with his with good so that our strength is renewed like an eagle’s 

M:  As high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is love toward those who fear him.  

C:  The Lord has established his throne in the heavens and his kingdom rules over all. 

M:  Bless the Lord, all you his angels – his mighty ones who do his bidding.  

C:  Bless the Lord, all his hosts -- you servants, who do his will. 

M:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

DEVOTION Daniel 12:1-3 

 

PRAYER 

M:   Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered 

from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we 

may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven. Through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C:   Amen.  

 

SING THE HYMN ON PAGE 14. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selected verses from 

Psalm 103 
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HYMN Sing with All the Saints in Glory 

  Christian Worship Supplement 776 
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CLOSING SERVICE 

REMAIN SEATED 

RESPONSORY 

M:  Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.  

C: How awesome is the LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth!  

M: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.  

C: Sing praises to God, sing praises -- sing praises to our King, sing praises.  

M: For God is the King of all the earth;  

C: God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.  

C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

DEVOTION Daniel 7:13-14 

 

PRAYERS 

M:  Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill our 

hearts with joy and peace as we look to that day when every creature in heaven and earth 

will acclaim you as King of kings and Lord of lords to your unending praise and glory; for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.  

 

M:  Gracious God, we give you thanks for these past days, especially for the labor we were 

permitted to offer in service to you and to others. As this day quickly passes, we commit 

ourselves to your care. Into your mighty hands we entrust our work, our rest, and the road 

ahead.  To all these ways we confidently go, for you are our help, and you neither slumber 

nor sleep; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

M:  Hear us as we pray: 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done  

  on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

 forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

M:  Bless we the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  

M:  May Almighty God bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

C:  Amen.  

 
THE CONFERENCE CONCLUDES WITH THE CLOSING HYMN ON PAGE 16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selected verses from 

Psalm 47 
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CLOSING HYMN The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Is Ended 

  Christian Worship 594 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


