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The Ride of Paul Revere 

Listen my children and you shall hear 

Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere, 

On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-five; 

Hardly a man is now alive 

Who remembers that famous day and year.  

He said to his friend, "If the British march 

By land or sea from the town to-night, 

Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch 

Of the North Church tower as a signal light,-- 

One if by land, and two if by sea; 

And I on the opposite shore will be, 

Ready to ride and spread the alarm 

Through every Middlesex village and farm, 

For the country folk to be up and to arm." 

 

..........You know the rest. In the books you have read 

How the British Regulars fired and fled,--- 

How the farmers gave them ball for ball, 

From behind each fence and farmyard wall, 

Chasing the redcoats down the lane, 

Then crossing the fields to emerge again 

Under the trees at the turn of the road, 

And only pausing to fire and load.  

So through the night rode Paul Revere; 

And so through the night went his cry of alarm 

To every Middlesex village and farm,--- 

A cry of defiance, and not of fear, 

A voice in the darkness, a knock at the door, 

And a word that shall echo for evermore! 

For, borne on the night-wind of the Past, 

Through all our history, to the last, 

In the hour of darkness and peril and need, 

The people will waken and listen to hear 

The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed, 

And the midnight message of Paul Revere. 
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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Paul Revere, immortalized in poem, if not in life, is reputed to have warned the fabled Massachusetts Minutemen that the “British are 

Coming” in the late night hours before the American Revolutionary War began at Lexington bridge and Concord’s “Green.”   

 

He did, and he didn’t.   Historians know that Revere was a messenger on April 18, 1775, one of the Sons of Liberty riding out into the 

greater Boston countryside to warn patriots that British troops were coming to capture a cache of arms in Lexington.   But he didn’t shout 

the phrase “The British are coming” that night.   He and his compatriots, William Dawes and Samuel Prescott, carefully and quietly spread 

the word that the enemy was coming.   After all, the British were close on their heels.   Revere, detained in Lexington by the British, never 

finished his task, nor did Dawes who got lost and then fell off his horse.   Only Prescott, who would die in battle a few years later, went all 

the way to Concord with the warning that the British were coming. 

 

Regardless of who announced it, the warning that the British were coming needed to go out, and it did.   Nearly a hundred years later, Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow (who altered many of the facts) added to the Revere legend through his poem “The Ride of Paul Revere.”  Two 

particular, and hopefully applicable, thoughts from that poem (only the opening and closing stanzas of which are found on the preceding 

page) jumped out at me as I considered using it as an introductory device for this presentation.   Both are from the final verse:   “A cry of 

defiance, and not of fear,”   and “For, borne on the night-wind of the Past,  Through all our history, to the last,  In the hour of darkness 

and peril and need,   The people will waken and listen to hear  The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed,  And the midnight message of Paul 

Revere.”   As we consider the advance of Islam, particularly Islamic aggression toward Christians, we need not fear, but can remain 

confident in the power of Scripture as well as confidently dependant on our God to preserve His Church against all opposition – Islamic 

opposition included.   Also, if we haven’t already done so, we need to wake up and warn the people of the peril that Islam presents;  it IS 

real.   We dare not underestimate its threat to Christianity and civilization as we know it.  The “Turks” are not only coming....they are here!   

At the same time, we also need to wake up to the possibilities that God is presenting us for reaching out with the Gospel to followers of Islam 

that they might become believers in Christ. 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + 

 

In 628 a man calling himself Dihya bin Khalifa al-Kalbi came before the Byzantine Emperor, Heraclius, a Christian, who was in  Jerusalem 

at the time.  He was dressed in the robes of an Arab, a people with which the Byzantines had some experience as mercenary soldiers and 

traders, but for which they had little respect.   In Christian eyes the Arabs were descendants of Ishmael, Abraham’s son by his slave 

concubine Hagar, and thus were perpetually marginalized from the rest of humanity.   This Dihya bin Khalifa al-Kalbi had brought with 

him a letter containing a simple message from his master, a prophet named Muhammad, the self-appointed leader of an obscure community 

in the Arabian Peninsula.   The message stated that if the emperor accepted the religion of this prophet, which was called in Arabic “Islam,’ 

or “obedience,” he and his kingdom would be safe and God would give him a “double reward.”   The letter added that if he agreed to pay the 

poll tax demanded by the Prophet he would also be able to avoid war with the Arabs.   If not, he and his people would be destroyed.    

There is no record of Heraclius’ reaction to this.   Muhammad’s biographers claim that he secretly recognized Muhammad as the prophet 

mentioned by name in the Bible (Deuteronomy 18:18-19), but dared not act for fear of what his own people would do to him.
1
 

 

The preceding story is most likely a work of Muslim fiction.   No credible record for it exists in Eastern Byzantine or Western historical 

writings;   even those Muslim reports that exist are historically suspect.    Nevertheless, for our purposes in this paper there is an obvious 

and useful point to the story:   Authentic Islam has never been a religion that is unassuming and passive.   Quite the opposite.....it is 

aggressive, absolutist, oftentimes abusive and – today – angry. 

 

By now you’ve likely concluded that this is not going to be a politically-correct presentation.   While Christians dare not bear in their hearts 

hostility toward the adherents of Islam (or any other of the world’s faiths) – Christ died for them just as He died for us, and He has called us 

to love everyone, Muslims included – we cannot fail to recognize that Islam is a false, godless religion.  It damns its followers to hell.  In 

                                                 
1
Anthony Pagden,  Worlds at War,    pages 157-158. 
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addition, throughout its nearly fourteen centuries’ history authentic Islam is not and has not been the religion of “peace” that our politicians, 

media “experts” and too many unBiblically-grounded Christian clerics claim it is.
2
    Even the majority of the world’s Muslims today, who 

are more “open-minded” and peaceably inclined, are wrong in claiming that true Islam is a religion of peace.    The facts speak for 

themselves, from history both distant and recent.
3
   Far from peace-promoting, authentic Islam generally always has been hostile toward 

Christianity, as well as toward every other faith and religion that is not authentic Islam – including, as we will see, “liberal Islam.” 

 

 

A Brief Biography of Muhammad, the Prophet 
 

Islam can never be discussed without its founder, the Prophet Muhammad, noticeably figuring in the discussion.    Muhammad was born 

around 570 in Mecca, a prosperous mercantile town in the northwestern part of the Arabian Peninsula.  His father belonged to the prominent 

Arab tribe of the Quraysh;  he died when Muhammad was less than a year old.   Little is known about his mother, though her name was 

Amina (“the believing woman”).   She, too, died early in his life.    He was subsequently raised by his uncle, Abu Talib, who faithfully 

supported his nephew even if he never embraced the religion that Muhammad originated and promulgated.   A religious individual who did 

not embrace the rampant idolatry of many of his Arab peers, Muhammad undoubtedly had numerous contacts and became familiar with both 

                                                 
2
 “Pope John Paul II, during his visit to Ankara in 1979, spoke of the “deep spiritual bonds that unite Muslims and Christians, who 

have a common faith in God and consequently can live together in a spirit of friendship and peace.”   Islam in the 

Crucible:   Can it Pass the Test?, page x (introduction). 

3
The Washington Times Editorial: “The Pope and Islam” (May 13, 2009)       Footnote continued on following page    

 http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/may/13/the-pope-and-islam 

 

“Pope Benedict XVI’s outreach tour of the Middle East this week failed to placate critics still smarting from his riot-inciting 

comments in a 2006 speech at Germany’s Regensburg University. The pontiff at that time quoted 15th-century Byzantine Emperor 

Manuel II Paleologus who said: “Show me just what Muhammad brought that was new, and there you will find things only evil and 

inhuman, such as his command to spread by the sword the faith he preached.” 

  

The pope said he regrets any hurt feelings, but some Muslims want more contrition. Sheik Yusef Abu Hussein, mufti of Karak in 

Jordan, said, “We wanted him to clearly apologize. What the pope said about the prophet Muhammad is untrue. Islam did not 

spread through the power of sword. It’s a religion of tolerance and faith.” A recent post on a jihadist Web site took a somewhat 

different tone, denouncing “this cursed Pope” and calling on its readers to “strive to kill him, strive to slaughter him.” That Muslim 

poster must have missed the sermon on tolerance and faith. 

 

 Paleologus, the Byzantine emperor, was something of an authority on Muslim military power. He spent much of his reign   

defending his hard-pressed realm from the predatory Ottoman Empire. Before ascending to the throne, he spent a year in the court 

of Sultan Bayezid I as an honorary hostage and was forced to accompany the Ottoman army that conquered Philadelphia, the last 

Christian bastion in Anatolia. The city was renamed Alasehir, the city of Allah. 

Those who object to the idea that Islam was spread by the sword are not at war with Pope Benedict but with history. What are now 

called Muslim lands used to be Christian, Jewish and Zoroastrian lands. Force was the key element in the rapid expansion of the 

caliphate in the century between the death of Muhammad in 632 and the Muslim defeat at the hands of the Franks in the Battle of 

Tours in 732 in what is now southern France. The rules of engagement were laid down in the Hadith Sahih Muslim 19:4294, which 

instructs Muslims to offer any unbelievers they encounter three choices: to convert, pay tribute or be forcibly subjugated. 

The martial underpinnings of Muslim expansion conveniently are summarized in the flag of Saudi Arabia, which features the 

Shahada, the first pillar of Islam, underlined by a sword. According to the Web site of the Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 

sword was added in 1906, “symbolizing the military successes of Islam” as well as those of founding King Ibn Saud. 

Muslims who object stridently to the implication they are not peace-loving would have a stronger claim if Islam’s most ardent 

proponents did not resort instantly to violence over perceived slights. The Muslim world’s supposed universal culture of tolerance 

also is open to question. Muslims in the West enjoy freedoms that frequently are denied in the Middle East, such as repairing their 

ancient houses of worship or publicly discussing their faith. Islam is the only major religion in which it is settled religious law that 

those who convert to another religion face the death penalty. 

The pope is brave to stand by his faith. Mutual respect can only come when both sides face reality and embrace history, warts and 

all. It is plainly farcical to assert that Islam was never spread by the sword, just as it would be historically inaccurate to say 

Christians and Jews never raised the sword. If apologies are in order, we are still waiting for any apology from the Muslim world 

for the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.” 
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adherents of Judaism and Christianity (particularly Nestorian “Christians” 
4
) in his early and young adult years. His familiarity with those 

two monotheist religions would have a profound effect on the religious beliefs that he would eventually develop into what we now know as 

the Islamic faith.   When he was about twenty-five Muhammad married a rich widow by the name of Khadija, for whom he worked and 

who was considerably older than he.   Her wealth enabled him to enjoy not only a prosperous life of ease and religious contemplation but 

also a position of some prominence in the community. 

 

In 610, near the end of the month of Ramadan, while he was sleeping in a cave on Mount Hira, Muhammad was awakened by a celestial 

voice (that of the angel Gabriel) which notified him he was to become The Messenger of God.   Terrified and dubious, Muhammad would 

relate to his wife what occurred that night.   Convinced that his prophetic call was authentic, she became his first convert.   In time 

Muhammad became comfortable with these angelic revelations and recitations, which would span the remaining twenty plus years of his 

life.   He had his followers write down many of these messages, while requiring them to commit others to memory.   Eventually, 18 years 

after his death, they would be codified into the book that has dominated Islamic faith, life and thought from that day on:   the Qur’an. 

 

Initially his following was quite small.   Mecca was a city steeped in idolatry, spiritually dominated by its famed, well-visited and lucrative  

holy site, the Kaaba – reportedly home at the time to over 360 different idols.   Not surprisingly, its people were quite unreceptive to 

Muhammad’s primary message:   that they were to repent of their idolatry and recognize that there is no god but Allah, with Muhammad 

being his Prophet.  The more he preached that message the less of a curiosity and the more of a genuine problem Muhammad became for 

most Meccans.   In time his followers were persecuted, and it became clear that his own life was in jeopardy.   With advice and help from 

his uncle, in 622 Muhammad fled Mecca with  many of his followers to the city of Yathrib (which would later be renamed Medina – “City 

of the Prophet).   This journey is known to devout Muslims as the hijra (or “withdrawal”).   Not only was Muhammad welcome in Medina, 

he quickly became the spiritual and political leader of that community, claiming that he derived his power directly from God.   In Mecca he 

had preached Islam.   In Medina he set about making Islam the religion of the city.   It was there that many of the distinctive features of 

Islam would be developed and implemented, including – perhaps especially – Islamic/Shari’a Law.  First in Medina and subsequently 

everywhere that Islam would spread....including into our twenty-first century, Islamic/Shari’a Law would dominate every aspect of every 

Muslim’s spiritual and every-day life.....as well as every person’s life in those lands that Islam could come to dominate. 

 

At first Muhammad hoped to coexist peaceably with the many Jews and Christians who lived in Medina.  He believed that the differences 

between Islam and their faiths were minimal, at best.  Some, indeed, did become converts to Islam.   But eventually Muhammad’s respect 

for those religions turned to tolerance and then to contempt, as most Christians and Jews were not willing to lay aside their faith to embrace 

his new religion.   The Christians were not inclined to surrender the deity and authority of their Prophet, Christ Jesus, for the claims of a 

mere man.  Jews, on the other hand, resented and rejected the idea that the God of Israel would chose His greatest prophet from among the 

contemptible Arabs.   Muhammad now accused both religions of having falsified the prophesies God had originally given them – 

particularly those revelations that Muhammad had claimed identified him as the “Seal of the Prophets,” and having placed them into 

corrupted Scriptures.  The proverbial “handwriting” was already on the wall as far as Muhammad’s and Islam’s subsequent relations with 

Christians (and Jews) would be concerned;    where Islam was in control they would not mutually and equally coexist....ever.   The 

majority of  Jews and Christians, in time, were driven out of Medina; some even were killed later or sold into slavery, since Muhammad 

suspected them of being traitors allied with his enemies in Mecca. 

 

Not only did Muhammad succeed in establishing his religion in Medina, he succeeded in exporting Islam, sometimes through means of 

intimidating persuasion but more often through the power of his sword.    A brave and able warrior and military leader, even when the odds 

favored his adversaries, after a series of victories against his opponents, Muhammad in 630 finally led an army of 10,000 Muslims to Mecca 

and took the city almost without a fight.  His first order of business was to cleanse the Kaaba of its 360 idols, after which he adopted it as 

Islam’s holiest shrine – to which every Muslim would be expected to make a pilgrimage at least once in his/her life.   By the time 

Muhammad died two years later, Islam was the dominant religion of the entire Arabian Peninsula, and it was poised to rapidly extend its 

influence throughout the Middle East, across the Mediterranean, as well as into the Far East. 

 

Muhammad’s Religion – A Few Doctrinal “Specifics” 
 

Compared to Christianity, Judaism and many other belief systems, Islam is a very simple faith.   Perhaps that is one of the reasons for its  

success.   To any inquiring individual, Islam presents few intellectual obstacles – beyond the need to believe in one god, and to accept that 

god has entrusted his most important message to one man, at one place and one time....and after that god lapsed into silence.    

 

                                                 
4
 Nestorian “Christianity” was never truly Christian, but an heretical sect whose founder, Nestorius, held that there is no communion 

of natures in the person of Christ, and that – according to his human nature – Christ is the Son of God only by adoptionism.   

Though condemned by the Council of Ephesus in 431, Nestorianism had many adherents, particularly in the Arabian 

Peninsula and even moreso in Persia. 
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The Five Pillars    In order for an individual to convert to Islam there is no required waiting period to prove oneself, no elaborate ritual to 

go through, and no involved course of instruction to undertake.   Conversion is simple and direct.   All the novice has to do is repeat three 

times before two Muslims the profession of faith known as the Shahadah, which consists of a single sentence:   “There is no God except 

God, and Muhammad is the Messenger of God.”   Having said this the believer is asked only to submit to the will of this one God – which 

means abiding by the Shari’a, and observing the Five Pillars of Islam imposed on all Muslims by God through revelation:    1)  Repeat the 

Shahadah;   2) Prayer (Salat) performed at five prescribed times each day while facing Mecca;   3) the giving of alms (the Zakat);   4) 

fasting from dawn to dusk during Ramadan (Islam’s holy month);   and 5) making a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once during ones lifetime 

– if an individual has the means and ability to do so. 

 

God/Allah   Like Christians, Muslims recognize the presence of the Deity in their lives.    They believe in one God, Allah, who is totally 

in control of everything, and who expects them to submit completely to his will as expressed in the Qur’an, Hadith, and Shari’a Law.   Islam 

rejects the doctrine of the Holy Trinity (insisting that this is polytheism, and so blasphemous idolatry).
5
   It is important for us, then, first to 

understand that when a Muslim uses the word “God,” in English, he is referring to Allah – and is definitely not referring to the Holy Trinity.
6
   

Second, we have to recognize – sadly – that Muslims do not worship the true God, because they reject the Trinity, and so if they  hold to the 

teachings of Islam they will be lost eternally.    In the opening words of our Athanasian creed:   “Whoever wishes to be saved must, above 

all else, hold to the true Christian faith.  Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points will certainly perish forever.   Now, this is the 

true Christian faith:   We worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God, without mixing the persons or dividing the divine 

Being.”
7
 

 

Scripture   Muslims believe that there have been four God-inspired books:   the Torah of Moses (the Pentateuch), the Zabur (the Psalms 

of David), the Injil (Gospel) of Jesus, and the Qur’an.   But, because Muslims believe that the Jews and Christians corrupted their 

Scriptures, they maintain that the Qur’an is Allah’s final word to mankind, and supercedes all previous writings.    Nevertheless, the Qur’an 

very definitely expects Muslims to respect Christians and Jews as People of the Book, who also know and worship God.
8
 

 

The Qur’an is the sacred Scriptures of Islam.  About four-fifths the length of the New Testament, it consists of 114 surahs, or chapters, 

which are arranged – after the first surah – from longest to shortest.   The entire Qur’an is set in poetic meter, which greatly facilitates 

memorization.  However, there is no semblance of any chronological order in the Qur’an, nor is there any real topical cohesion.   It is 

rather disjoined and quite difficult to comprehend.    Reoccurring points are, nonetheless, made throughout the surahs.   Chief among 

them are:  God is one God and Muhammad is his Prophet;   a Day of Judgment is coming;    and   that idolatry is forbidden, particularly 

polytheistic Trinitarian “idolatry.”    The devout Muslim believes that everything in the Qur’an is the express will and word of God, 

revealed to Muhammad.   Muhammad, in turn, dictated (he was unable to write or read) parts of the Qur’an to his followers, while other 

portions were committed to memory by his followers.   Those writings and recollections were not assembled by one of his most trusted 

disciples, Zaid ibn Thabit, into the book that is now called the Qur’an until 650 – 18 years after the Prophet’s death. 

 

                                                 
5
 “People of the Book, do not go to excess in your religion.   Say nothing but the truth about God.  The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, 

was only the Messenger of God and His Word, which He cast into Mary, and a Spirit from Him.   So believe God and His 

Messengers.  Do not say ‘Three.’   It is better that you stop.  God is only One God.”     Qur’an, Surah 4:171 

6
 Some thoughts from Islam in the Crucible about evidences of the Trinity in the Qur’an are worth noting here: Often the Qur’an 

speaks of God in the plural, or references the Holy Spirit and (I believe) hints at Jesus’ deity!    For example: 1) 

Muhammad quotes God in surah 2:34.... “WE commanded the angels to worship Adam;”   2) Surah 2:87....”WE gave 

Moses the Scriptures and WE sent messengers after him in succession.  WE gave JESUS, son of Mary, clear signs and 

strengthened him with the HOLY SPIRIT;”     3) Surah 4:171.....”Oh people of the book, do not become lax in regard to 

your law.  SPEAK ONLY THE TRUTH ABOUT GOD.  CHRIST JESUS, son of Mary, WAS an apostle of God and 

GOD’S WORD, which he comes to possess by the HOLY SPIRIT.” 

7
 Christian Worship, page 132. 

8
 “There is a community among the People of the Book who are upright.   They recite Allah’s signs throughout the night and 

prostrate.”     Qur’an, Surah 3:110;    Also   “[The People of the Book] believe in Allah and the Last Day, and enjoin 

the right and forbid the wrong, and compete in doing good.  They are among the righteous.”   Qur’an, Surah 3:113;   

and, finally,   “Those who believe, those who are Jews and the Christians and Sabeans, all who believe in Allah and the 

Last Day and act rightly, will have their reward with their Lord.  They will feel no fear and will know no sorrow.”   

Qur’an, Surah 2:62 
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The Hadith   In addition to the Qur’an, during his lifetime Muhammad developed important teachings and sayings called “Sunnah” 

(literally “path”).  These Sunnah became the basis for traditions built on the Prophet’s conduct and how he handled matters while being the 

guide, judge and ruler of his Muslim followers.   The Sunnah were gathered into one collection, called the Hadith.   Muslims use the 

Hadith as a supplement to  the Qur’an in much the same way that the Talmud supplements the Hebrew Bible in Judaism. 

 

Judgment Day   Islam teaches that on the Last Day the dead will be resurrected.   Allah will be the judge of all, and each person will be 

sent to heaven or hell – depending on his faith in Allah and his worthiness, which is based on having adequately fulfilled Allah’s 

requirements and whether or not the individual has been chosen by Allah.  Sadly, Muslims enjoy no assurance that they will go to 

heaven....all because of the uncertainty tied to their (false) doctrine of salvation by works.    Heaven has seven levels, and is a place of 

sensual pleasure.    Eventually Muslims will end up in heaven, even if some might first spend time in hell.  Hell, on the other hand, is the 

eternal destination of suffering  reserved for everyone who opposes Allah and his Prophet, Muhammad. 

 

Predestination   Islam maintains that God has determined what he pleases, and no one can change what he has decided (also known as 

“Kismet” - the doctrine of fate).   Tied to this doctrine is one of the most common phrases in Islam, “If it is Allah’s will.” 

 

Jesus    First, we want to note that there are a number of things taught in Islam about Jesus that are true:    He was born of the Virgin 

Mary;   He lived a sinless life;
9
    He performed many miracles;   He ascended to heaven;    and   He will return at the Last Day.   But 

Islam also rejects mankind’s need for Jesus’ redemptive work, teaching instead that heaven must be earned by the sinner’s good works – 

done in sufficient number to avoid spending time in hell first.   Islam also denies that Christ died on the cross, claiming that God would 

never have allowed one of his prophets to die is such a horrible manner, suggesting – rather than Jesus dying by crucifixion – that a surrogate 

died in his place on the cross (something “Christian” Gnostics also taught;   perhaps Muhammad’s mistaken view of Christ was influenced 

by Gnostics).   Above all, while Islam has great respect for Jesus, believing that he was the prophet who announced the eventual coming of 

the Prophet Muhammad, it rejects the belief that Jesus is God the Son.
10

   In fact, Islam teaches that the idea God could have a Son is 

blasphemous.
11

    

 

Other beliefs    Muslims try to live according to clear moral codes of right and wrong – much of which conforms to the natural knowledge 

of God’s Law which resides in the hearts of all humans.  Islam is committed to supporting traditional morality in connection with marriage 

and the family, sexuality, abortion, homosexuality and the family unit.   In these matters Christians and Muslims do have much in common. 

 

Shari’a Law    In Islam, Shari’a Law is recognized as an essential guide for every devout Muslim, as well as for all non-Muslims.  Shari’a 

Law is the assembly of legal interpretations derived from the Qur’an and Hadith under the guidance of the community of Muslim scholars 

known as the Ulema.  Shari’a is a word whose primary meaning is “the road to the water place” – which, in the desert society in which Islam 

developed was one of the most sought after and essential places to sustain life.  Submission to Shari’a Law, then, is the Muslim’s “road to 

paradise.”   The Shari’a lays down a strict and comprehensive doctrine of duties covering the whole of religious, political, social, domestic 

and private life for all Muslims – as well as for all those non-Muslims living in Muslim-dominated lands.   It includes prohibitions against 

                                                 
9
 From Islam in the Crucible (pages 112-113).....(nb, this footnote is continued on the next page):   “Since the Koran has many 

noble things to say about Christ, but has few and trivial things to say about Muhammad, why would not the Muslims 

rather follow Christ than Muhammad, rather the Gospel than the Koran?.....Concerning Christ, the Koran states that he 

was announced to his mother by an angel, made holy by the Holy Spirit, conceived by the power of God the most high not 

by natural means, from the Virgin Mary who is the purest of all women.  Of Muhammad the Koran states nothing except 

that he was an orphan and wretched, looked after by God.....Note:   Christ committed no sin.  God’s Word and Spirit 

cannot sin.   Muhammad, on the other hand, was an idolater, a murder, a ravisher of women, robber, depraved.   

Nonetheless they say, ‘God forgave him.’......Christ performed many outstanding, helpful miracles.  Muhammad 

performed none..... 

10
 “Those who say that the Messiah, son of Mary, is God are unbelievers.  The Messiah said:   ‘Tribe of Israel, worship God , my 

Lord and your lord.  If anyone associates anything with God, God has forbidden him the Garden and his refuge will be 

the Fire.’   Qur’an, Surah 5:72    The Qur’an even reports Jesus denying his deity: “And then God said, O Jesus, son of 

Mary, did you say to the people, take me and my mother as two gods apart from God?  He [Jesus] said, ‘Glory be to You, 

I cannot say what is not my right to say.’”   Surah 5:116. 

11
 “[God] is too glorious to have a son!   Everything in the heavens and in earth belongs to Him.   God suffices as a Guardian.  The 

Messiah would never disdain to be a servant to God, nor would the angels near to Him.”   Qur’an, Surrah 4:172     Also   

“Say:   ‘He is God, Absolute Oneness;   God, the Everlasting Sustainer of all.  He has not given brith and was not born.  

And no one is comparable to Him.’”   Qur’an, Surah 112:1-4. 
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eating pork, drinking alcoholic beverages, as well as prescribed punishments for stealing, adultery, apostasy (leaving Islam) and blasphemy 

(saying anything critical about Islam or Muhammad).    Since the Shari’a is regarded as the Law of God governing everything in life, the 

concept that there can be any kind of secular law anywhere – the creation of human intelligence rather than divine command – is absolutely 

foreign and unacceptable to every authentic Muslim.  (This helps to explain Islam’s contempt for the Christianity’s “separation of church 

and state” principle as well as for Western civilization’s governmental systems built upon secular law). 

 

Jihad   Other than the words “Allah” and “Muhammad,” no other term associated with Islam is as well-known (and yet misunderstood and 

misused) as the word jihad, which  literally means “effort,” “striving,” or “struggle.”   For Muslims, contrary to the way the term is 

predominantly used in the West, Jihad does not solely refer to the taking up of arms against the enemies of Islam.  Jihad is the use, or 

exertion, of an individual’s utmost powers, efforts or endeavors to contend with an object of disapprobation – of which there are three types:   

a visible enemy; the Devil; and ones own self.   Muslim clerics distinguish between “the greater jihad,” which involves an individual’s 

spiritual struggle with sin,
12

 and ‘the lesser jihad,” which carries the struggle outside against enemies of the faith.  The vast majority of 

Muslims are concerned in their daily lives only with “the greater jihad” - -their personal efforts to live out their faith according to the 

principles of Islam.   As for “the lesser jihad,” Islam simply defines it as “war against non-Muslims.”  It can be argued with the weapons of 

apologetics and debate, but an uncomfortable fact for Islamic moderates is that nothing in the Qur’an says jihad cannot rely on the force of 

arms.
13

 

  

In addition, traditionally Islam has divided the world into two “houses:”   The House of Islam (dar al-Islam) and the House of War (dar 

al-harab), which includes all non-Muslims.   The Qur’an teaches that between these two “houses” there exists a permanent state of war that 

will endure until the whole world has come to accept the truth of Muhammad’s revelation, and no peace between the two houses is possible 

before then.  This holy war cannot and will not be terminated before Islam’s final – and to devout, authentic Muslims inevitable – victory 

has been achieved over all its adversaries. 

 

Consider the following quotes from the Qur’an regarding jihad against unbelievers:   (Surah 47:4) “When you meet unbelievers in the 

battlefield, strike off their heads and, when you have laid them low, bind your captives firmly.”   (Surah 4:76) “The True believers fight for 

the cause of God, but the infidels fight for the Devil.  Fight, then, against the friends of Satan.”    Also (Surah 9:5) “when the sacred 

months are over, slay the idolaters wherever you find them.   Arrest them, besiege them, and lie in ambush everywhere for them.  If they 

repent and take to prayer and render the alms levy, allow them to go their way.  God is forgiving and merciful.”  And finally (Surah 9:29) 

“Fight against such of those to whom the Scriptures were given as [they] believe neither in God nor in the Last Day, who do not forbid what 

God and his Apostle have forbidden, and do not embrace the true Faith.”   Incidentally there are no mitigating verses anywhere in the 

Qur’an requiring that mercy be shown to any unbelievers. 

 

Another example of the promotion of jihad comes from a Palestinian/Jordanian school text book, circa 1998:   “This religion [Islam] will 

destroy all other religions through the Islamic jihad fighters.”
14

  Also, consider this jarring incident, witnessed by USA Today reporter Jack 

Kelly, at a school run by Hamas:   “A youth of eleven gave this report to his class.....’I will make my body a bomb,’ said the boy, ‘that will 

blast the flesh of the Zionists.....I will tear their bodies into little pieces and will cause them more pain than they will ever know.’   His 

classmates shouted in praise, ‘Allah Akhbar,’ and his teacher shouted ‘May the virgins give you pleasure!’” 
15

 Concepts like these, taught to 

increasing numbers of Muslim children around the world, are becoming part of the mainstream Islamic world today.   In addition Islamic 

media entities (such as al-Jazeera), utilizing the most modern communication technologies and resources in order to instantly spread their 

message of jihad around the world, consistently and loudly portray Israel, America and the West as “Satan,” thereby inciting Muslims to hate 

people and cultures who, in most cases, are not their enemies and who bear the followers of Islam no ill will.    

 

Additionally, Christians are consistently depicted specifically as  polytheists because we worship God as Triune  – a charge according to 

the Qur’an that warrants death because it is regarded as idolatry.   Just listen to this quote from a July 8
th,

 2005 Palestinian TV program:   

“Annihilate the infidels and polytheists – your God’s enemies and the enemies of your religion.   God, count them and kill them to the last 
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one, and do not leave even one alive.”
16

    The amount of jihadist  propaganda coming from inside many Muslim mosques and well as 

from Islamic media outlets like this is far more extensive and regular than our politically-correct western news media reports.  In 2005 in a 

mosque in England, Abu Hamza al-Maasri (the former head of “Supporters of Shariah”) told his audience “What makes Allah happy?   

Allah is happy when non-Muslims get killed.”   Hearing the same messages over and over again shapes how increasing numbers of 

Muslims see the world....and not just Muslims in the Middle East, but even here in our own country.   The purpose of all this is to foster a 

spirit of anger and hatred among Muslims, as well as to recruit soldiers to engage in jihad against all those which authentic Islam regards as 

infidels....and they are succeeding.   According to Abd al-hamid al-Ansari (former dean of Islamic Law at Qatar University) in a 2005 

interview on Baharian TV, “They spread among the youth ideas that might not be considered outright terrorism, but extremism.   Such 

extremism is the beginning of violence and fanaticism, and violence leads to terrorism.”
17

 

 

Yet it must also be said that although all non-Muslims are regarded as enemies of Islam and must remain so until the Day of Judgment or 

until they are all converted, or at least brought under Muslim rule, according to the Qur’an not all non-Muslims are alike.   One group 

especially stands out.   They are the ahl al-kitab, or “peoples of the Book” – Jews and Christians.   They are distinguished from simple 

pagans and idolaters by having also received a special revelation from the same God who revealed the Qur’an to Muhammad.  Toward these 

peoples, Islam has – in principal, if not always in practice – made a number of concessions and accommodations.   Under Islamic (Shari’a) 

Law they have been given the status of “protected peoples.”   They are allowed to govern themselves according to their own customs and by 

their own rulers.   These “protected” peoples are, however, “second class citizens.”  They have to pay an annual poll tax, in exchange for 

which they were entitled to practice their religion – although they were prohibited from proselytizing Muslims (which is punishable by 

death), and from outward observances such as the ringing of bells and saying public prayers. 

 

Sunni vs Shia Muslims.....and the Wahhabis 
 

Sunnis and Shia Muslims constitute nearly all the world’s Muslims.   Both share the fundamental beliefs and articles of faith of Islam.  In 

fact, few Muslims identify themselves as Sunni or Shia, preferring instead to simply be known as Muslims.    The differences between the 

two groups are more historical/political than spiritual, although some differences in teaching have developed over time.  The division dates 

back to the time of Muhammad’s death and the question of who would take over the leadership of the Islamic peoples.   Sunni Muslims 

agree with the position taken by many of the Prophet’s companions, namely that the new leader should be elected from among those most 

capable for the role.    This is what was done, with Muhammad’s close friend, Abu Bakr, becoming the first Caliph of the Islamic nation.   

The word “Sunni” comes from the Arab word meaning “one who follows the traditions of the Prophet.” 

 

Shia Muslims, on the other hand, hold to the belief that Islamic leadership should have remained within the Prophet’s own family following 

Muhammad’s death – specifically that his cousin/son-in-law Ali bin Abu Talib.  Throughout history Shia Muslims have not recognized the 

authority of elected Muslim leaders, choosing instead to live under the authority of Imams.  These men are spiritual leaders which Shia 

Muslims regard as sinless and infallible spokesmen for Allah, and which they believe have been appointed by the Prophet or by God himself.  

The word Shia, in Arabic, refers to a group or supportive party of people.    

 

The majority (85%) of Muslims are Sunni, while Shia Muslims are approximately 15% of the world-wide Islamic community.   Most Shia 

Muslims are found in Iran and Iraq, with sizeable minority representation in Yemen, Bahrain, Syria and Lebanon. 

 

While political leadership issues originally caused the Sunni-Shia divide, over 14 centuries some spiritual differences have developed 

between the two groups.  Shia Muslims believe that their Imams are sinless by nature, and that their authority is infallible – as it comes 

directly from God.   They also venerate these Imams as saints, preforming pilgrimages to their tombs and shrines.   Sunni Muslims, on the 

other hand, believe that there is no basis for the veneration or intercession of saints.   They also believe that leadership of the Islamic nation 

is not an inherited right, but a trust that is earned and which can be given or taken away by the people.  Shia Muslims also reject the 

teachings of Muhammad’s Sunni-supported successors, which have been recorded in the Hadith, and do not base any of their religious 

practices on the testimonies of those individuals.   Naturally, these differences have created some practical separation between Sunni and 

Shia Muslims in the ways they approach prayer, fasting, pilgrimages, etc.     

 

Those who defend Islam as a peaceful religion say that the acts of terrorism committed by Islamists are primarily the responsibility of the 
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Wahhabi sect.  The Wahhabis are the notoriously strict sect of Islam which originated in Saudi Arabia (and to which Osama bin Laden 

belonged) and which maintains a haughty sense of superiority over the rest of the Muslim world, let alone other faiths and cultures.  Formed 

by the Sunni reformer Sheikh Muhammad ibn Abudul al-Wahhab (@1700-1792), the Wahhabi sect’s goal has been to restore Islamic purity 

by rejecting all innovations which have occurred in Islam after the third Islamic century (roughly 950).   Presumably, Islamic practice 

before that date could be traced directly back to the words and actions of the Prophet, but afterward its connection to Muhammad becomes 

suspect.   The most visible consequence of this reform effort is that Wahhabi mosques lack minarets.  But the Wahhabis cut far deeper into 

the life of Islam than that.   Al-Wahhabi rejected the widespread Sunni practice of venerating Muslim saints, claiming that it violated one of 

Islam’s cardinal tenets:   the sin of worshiping created beings alongside Allah/God.   Based largely on this, he declared that all 

non-Wahhabi Muslims were unbelievers against which Jihad (Holy War) must be waged. 
18

 

 

Most Muslims outside the Wahhabis, in turn, despise them and strongly reject their claims to solely represent pure, true Islam.  One Muslim 

characterized this way:   “While claiming to be the adherents of authentic Muslim tradition, these deviants are quick to label anyone who 

opposes their beliefs as Sufi [heretics] while exploiting Muslim love for Islam by over-exaggerating the phrase ‘Qur’an and Sunnah’ in their 

senseless rhetoric.”
19

 

 

The fortunes of the Wahhabi sect waxed and waned throughout the nineteenth century, but in 1932 the Wahhabi Sheikh Ibn Saud captured 

Riyadh and established the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on Wahhabi principles – the Qur’an and Shari’a Law serving as its “constitution.”   

 

Wahhabism is, generally-speaking, the main form and source of militant Islamic fundamentalism today.  The Wahhabis have prospered on 

Saudi oil money, and some experts have suggested that if their funds were cut off they would fade into a feeble remnant, and that – possibly 

– Islamic terrorism would decline as well.   Certainly the Wahhabis have generously supported terrorist activity.  Saudi support for the 

Taliban and al-Qaeda is well-documented.  But it is simplistic to say that THE problem behind Islamic terrorism is the Wahhabis.  The 

Wahhabi claim to exclusively represent authentic Islam has inspired diverse groups of Muslims from Europe to North Africa, from America 

to Indonesia, to embraced their beliefs and behavior.  The superiority of Islam to other religions, the idea that force – even the killing of 

innocent people – is justified in defending and spreading the Islamic faith.....these teachings have become more visible because of 

Wahhabism, but  – make no mistake about it – they are authentic teachings of Islam that Muhammad not only promoted, but also practiced 

without hesitation.  

 

 

Islam’s Advances After 632 to Luther’s Day: The Struggle Between Christianity and Islam, Part I 
 

What follows is a time-line of some of the key events  in Islamic History, particularly those which affected the Christian world, up to the 

beginning of the Reformation.    

 

570  Birth of Muhammad 

595  Muhammad married Khadija 

611  Muhammad’s encounter with Gabriel, the beginning of 20 years’ worth of revelations that would eventually constitute the 

Koran/Qur’an 

622  Muhammad’s Hijra to Medina to escape persecution in Mecca 

630  Muhammad conquers Mecca and purges the Kaaba 

632  The death of Muhammad 

638  Muslims take control of Syria, Palestine, Lebanon, Iraq and Jerusalem. 

641  Muslims win possession of Egypt 

650  The Qur’an is assembled from Muhammad’s writings by his followers, Zaid ibn Thabit 

655  Islam has spread across most of North Africa 

711  Muslims move into India and Spain 

717  Caliph Uhmar II begins the first great persecution of Christians 

732  Charles Martel halts the Islamic advance into Europe at the battle of Tours, France 

750  The Ummayad Islamic Dynasty in Syria falls 

762  Islamic seat of power moved to Baghdad   (The Abbasid Dynasty continues to 1519 when it finally succumbs to the 

Turks) 

807  Caliph Harun al-Rashid orders the destruction of new Christian churches 
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850  Christians forced to wear yellow badges upon order of Caliph Mutawakkil 

1000  Islam moves south in Africa into Nigeria 

 

1095  First Crusade to capture Jerusalem;   most successful of the Crusades (Jerusalem captured, 1099) 

1120  Islam spreads to Malaysia 

1147  Second Crusade fails to achieve anything 

1187  Recapture of Jerusalem by Muslims under Saladin 

1189  Third Crusade;   coastal territories regained, but not Jerusalem 

1202  Fourth Crusade – Constantinople captured 

1271-1221 International Crusade to Egypt fails;   a French Crusade also fails 

1244  Christians exiled from Jerusalem 

1380-1918  Ottoman Turk Empire 

1453  Ottoman Turks conquer Constantinople, changing the city’s name to Istanbul 

 

 

Luther and the Threat of Islam in the Days of the Reformation 
 

“The threat of the Turks taking over Europe in the sixteenth century was very real.  By the first few decades of that century kingdoms in 

Asia, Africa and Europe had already succumbed to Ottoman control.    Luther would write in 1530, with no exaggeration, ‘We now have 

the Turks at our doorstep.’   The situation was considered so critical that a system of Turkenglocken (literally ‘Turk bells’) was set up in 

central Europe to warn local troops of an impending Turkish attack and to remind Christians to pray for deliverance.   In German Saxony, 

where Luther lived, the Turkenglocke’s call to pray rang every day at noon.”
20

    

 

In spite of Europe’s legitimate fear of the Ottoman Turks’ military might, Arab and Islamic culture then was much more than just a 

formidable military machine.   Medieval Arab and Islamic civilization had long surpassed most of Europe in intellectual achievement and 

cultural sophistication.   The general fear, following Constantinople’s fall in 1453 that barbarian Islamic hoards would destroy civilized 

Europe, was entirely unfounded, illegitimate and ignorant.  In some ways, in fact, exposure to Islamic culture and learning due to Islam’s 

advance into Europe, helped to bring about the Renaissance.   According to one historian, while the Muslims “were delving into Greek and 

Persian philosophy, their contemporaries in the West, Charlemagne and his lords, were reportedly dabbling in the art of writing their 

names.”
21

   Islamic achievements during the Middle Ages  in architecture, music, literature, mathematics, medicine, chemistry and other 

scientific endeavors thoroughly eclipsed Europe’s scholarship, and have subsequently favorably influenced Western culture down to today.  

Today, as then, it remains a grave mistake and disservice to regard the Arab/Muslim world as primitive and intellectually deficient. 

 

Yet in Luther’s day European Christianity had had very little contact with the religion of Muhammad, and most people – clergy included – 

knew very little about Islam (a condition that, sadly, continues to exist today in the West, including among those who are part of the Church).   

In his Large Catechism, Luther had a tool for teaching the heart of the true Christian faith to people.   After expounding the articles of the 

Apostles’ Creed, Luther stresses that what the Bible teaches about the one true God divides and distinguishes Christians from all other people 

on earth.   He goes on to underscore the important difference between Trinitarian Christianity and the view of God that other monotheistic 

religions, including Islam, have:   “These articles of the Creed, therefore, divide and separate us Christians from all other people on earth.  

Even if all people outside Christianity – whether heathen, Turks, Jews, or false Christians and hypocrites – believe in and worship only one 

true God, they still do not know what His mind is toward them and cannot expect any love or blessing from Him.  Therefore, they  abide in 

eternal wrath and damnation.  For they do not have the Lord Christ, and, besides, are not illumined and favored by any gifts of the Holy 

Spirit.”
22

 

 

In the same year in which he wrote the Large Catechism, he penned a treatise entitled, “On War Against the Turk.”   In it he warned that 

Islam undermines the very foundation of Christian civilization.   Muslims destroy true religion by “denying Christ as God’s Son and His 

sacrifice.”  In addition, he wrote, they trample underfoot the true form of government by engaging in the forceful expansion of Islamic 

lands.   Finally, they violate the estate of marriage by freely divorcing women and holding them “immeasurably cheap” and “despised.”   

For Luther, Islam’s three-pronged attack on spiritual life (religion), temporal government (politics), and home life (economics) threatened all 

spheres of life.   If the Turks succeeded in conquering Europe, he asked rhetorically, what would be left of society except “flesh, world, and 
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the devil?”
23

     

 

Luther had much to say about the Turks, often joining them to the AntiChrist Papacy as the greatest of the true Church’s earthly 

adversaries.
24

   At the same time, Luther could not ignore two of the more favorable aspects of Islam.   First, unbelievers though they 

were, Luther nevertheless recognized them as confessors of this truth:   that there is only one, eternal God, who created heaven and earth, 

and to whom human beings owed obedience  – a fact that could provide a bridge across which  Christians then (and now) could walk in 

their efforts to bring the Gospel and salvation in Christ to Muslims.  Consequently, he placed them in the same category as the enlightened 

heathen (mainly the Greek philosophers who wrote about one God).   The second favorable aspect was that they were frequently more 

moral than many Christians, by virtue of their possessing a limited knowledge of God’s will through their natural knowledge of God’s law 

that all humans possess in varying degrees.   Luther’s perspective on Muslim morality was undoubtedly based on what Scripture taught  – 

as Paul would echo about the Gentiles in Romans 1 and 2: “For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 

them.  For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 

world, in the things that have been made.  So they are without excuse.  For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give 

thanks to Him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened......For when Gentiles, who do not have the 

law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law.   They show that the work of 

the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them on that 

day, when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.’
25

 

 

Following God’s instruction through the divinely-inspired pen of St. Paul, Luther recognized what orthodox Christian theologians have 

believed for centuries:  that even polytheistic heathen, let alone radical monotheists like Muslims possess a limited, though defective and so 

ultimately inadequate, knowledge of God.  For Luther, of course, the sense of God that followers of Islam possessed was insufficient, 

because saving faith in the one, true God is never a matter of knowing God as the creator and of striving to pursue a moral life according to 

the demands of ones conscience.   He firmly believed what Paul wrote in Romans 3: “For by works of the law no human being will be 

justified in His sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.   But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the 

law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it – the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.   For 

there is no distinction:   for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus.”
26

    

 

Luther was actually impressed by the moral behavior of the Turks – at least to a certain extent.    He occasionally noted that the Muslims 

followed the precepts of God’s law more closely than many Christians of his time did.   In his preface to a 1530 pamphlet on the customs of 

the Turks, written only a few months after the siege of Vienna, he pointed out that the Muslims were superior to many Christians in a number 

of ways:   “The modesty and simplicity of their food, clothing, dwellings and everything else, as well as the feasts, prayers and common 

gatherings of the people” that are common among Muslims “are nowhere to be seen among us.”   More notable, as far as “good customs and 

good works” are concerned, “the Turks are far superior to our Christians.”    Luther’s claim that the religion of Muhammad undermined the 

true faith notwithstanding, he was aware that many of Islam’s moral requirements provided the religious foundation for a highly successful 

civilization.   Nevertheless, his primary concern – as should be Christianity’s today, including us – was with the salvation of the human 

soul.  And for that – as Scripture makes it so clear -- Muslim convictions about God and any favorable moral behaviors they exhibited were 

utterly inadequate.   They might provide some value in this life, but never for the life to come. 

 

Luther wrote much on the subject of the Turks.  He composed three major tracts on Islam and several minor ones.   He also translated 

Ricolo da Montecroce’s 1300 Latin work Refutation of Islam into German.    Luther felt that the attacks of the Turks on Europe (and 

Christians, in particular) were a judgment from God on a Christendom that had allowed by the papacy and church to become corrupt, as well 
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as a sign that the Second Coming of Christ could be immanent.  At one point early in his career he wrote: “To make war against the Turks is 

nothing else than to strive against God who is punishing our sins by means of the Turks.” 
27

    However as far as fighting the Turks goes, 

Luther argued against converting Muslims by force, yet recognized that the governments of Europe needed to defend their people against the 

Turks.   He taught that Christians could fight against the Turks, but first they had to repent and reform their lives and their church.   

Christians could then wage warfare in defense of their homelands – such would be a just war.  In his  On War against the Turks, written to 

Philip of Hesse just a few months before the Turks laid siege to Vienna in 1529, Luther explained the difference between spiritual authority 

and temporal authority, and thus the difference between spiritual warfare and temporal warfare.   He said that spiritual authorities must 

fight battles with spiritual weapons, not physical weapons (a clear repudiation of the Rome-sponsored Crusades).   The opposite, Luther 

said, was true for secular authorities.   Thus, the Reformer maintained, there should be no war between Christians and Muslims, as such, 

only between the attacked and the attacker.   Similarly, the conversion of Muslims can come about, not through the power of the sword, but 

through the power of God’s Word.   Finally, Luther recognized the real possibility that the Turkish armies might overrun Germany.  If that 

were to occur, there could by Christian martyrs.   Realizing the pressures that the Turks would exert to convert Christians to Islam, Luther 

admonished his readers to memorize the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Apostles’ Creed, so that both minds and hearts 

would retain the knowledge of the truth faith that alone could save them. 

 

Permit me to offer one other observation from Martin Luther regarding the threat of Islam.....which should be as encouraging today for 

anyone who might be troubled about Islam’s advances and aggressiveness, as it was when the Reformer expressed it in a sermon three weeks 

before his death.   On January 31, 1546, Luther preached a sermon on Matthew 8:19-27, the text of Jesus calming the storm.  In it he told 

his listeners that, by application, the boat carrying Jesus and His disciples represented the church -- Christians struggling in the world.    

The sea, which is threatening to sink Jesus’ boat, is the world.   And the perilous winds and waves – those are the machinations of the Devil, 

and (for Luther and his listeners that day) especially the menace of the Turks.   His point?   Just as Christ calmed the storm on the Sea of 

Galilee, so Christ by His grace will bring His church safely through the rough seas of this life, all the way to the shore of heaven.   What 

rough seas Luther and Europe faced then, spiritually-speaking, and what rough, stormy seas we continue to face today too!   Christians need 

to remember that the one true God is always for us and always with us, His church on earth, and that He always works out everything for the 

good of those who love Him.   Plus He promises us the crown of everlasting life in heaven as we remain firmly grounded in His sure Word, 

continuing in our faith in Christ our Savior even unto death. 

 

 

A Brief History of the Struggle Between Christianity and Islam, Part II 
 

What follows is a time-line of some of the key events  in the Reformation Era and post-Reformation Islamic History – especially as they 

affect Authentic Islam’s current view of the West, Christianity, Zionism and other Non-Islamic Religions.....and those that have likely 

affected to Christianity’s, Zionism’s and the West’s view of Islam. 

 

1494-1924 Islam’s Defeat and Retreat, as well as European Colonial Dominance of Muslim Lands 

1492  Muslims driven out of Spain 

1529  Ottoman Turks defeated at Vienna 

1683  Ottoman Turks resounding defeated again at Vienna;   the Turks’ retreat through Southeastern Europe begins 

1699  Treaty of Carlowitz – Ottoman Empire surrenders Hungary, Transylvania, Austria and the Ukraine to Poland 

 

1805  Egypt becomes independent  

1818  Britain takes control of India    

1829  Greece becomes independent 

1830  Serbians achieve independence 

1847  France conquers Algeria 

1870  First Muslims emigrate to the United States 

1878  Bulgaria becomes a nation 

1908  Dutch attain dominance over Indonesia 

1874-1914     Britain establishes a protectorate over Malay States 

1919   Britain controls Palestine while France controls Syria and Lebanon. 

1924  Passage of Asian Exclusion Act prevents further immigration of Muslims to the United States 
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1928-1962 Islam’s Resurgence:    The Era of Islamic Nationalism.....Middle Eastern and Far Eastern Islamic lands 

reestablish their independence  
 

1928  The Muslim Brotherhood is Founded in Egypt 

 Saudi Arabia (1932);   Iraq (1932);   Lebanon (1941);    Syria (1945);   Jordan (1946);    Pakistan (1947);   

Indonesia (1949);   Libya (1951);    Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia (1956);    Malaya (1956);   Algeria (1962) 

 

 

1948 to Present Renewed Conflict with Israel, each other, and the Western World –  

1948-1949  War for Israeli Independence     

1956  Arab-Israeli War     

1964   PLO founded     

1967   Six Day War with Israel     

1973  Yom Kippur War with Israel     

1979   Iranian Revolution and establishment of strict Islamic state under Ayatollah Khomeini;     

1979  Russia invades Afghanistan    

1980-1988 Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988) 

1982  Israel’s Ten Week War against PLO bases in Lebanon     

1982  Hezbollah (“Party of Allah”) begins in Lebanon as a militant movement; eventually becomes a political organization 

1987  First Intifada (Palestinian uprising in Gaza and the West Bank;   continues into 1993) 

1987  Hamas organization founded in Palestine/Gaza Strip and West Bank;   a military and political organization 

1988  Salman Rushdie’s “Satanic Verses” published 

1990  Iraq invades Kuwait 

1991   Iraq defeated in Gulf War I    

2000  Second Intifada begins (continues into 2005) 

2003  Iraq defeated in Gulf War II 

2010  Arab Spring/Islamist Winter demonstrations   

2011  Secular Egyptian government overthrown;   Shari’a Law imposed by Muslim Brotherhood-backed government 

2013  Mohamed Morsi (Muslim Brotherhood-backed President) overthrown in Egypt through a secular military coup 

 

 

A Brief Digest of Islamic-Driven Terrorism in the last 40 years 

 

September 1972  Black September Attack on Munich Olympics (12 Israelis murdered) 

November 1979  Attack on Grand Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia (250 dead/600 wounded) 

April 1983  US Embassy bombed in Beruit (63 dead/120 injured) 

October 1983  Beruit American Barracks bombed (305 killed/75 injured) 

December 1988  Pan Am Flight 103 destroyed by bomb over Lockerbie, Scotland (259 murdered) 

February 1993  World Trade Center bombing (6 killed) 

March 1993  Mumbai, India bombings (257 dead) 

June 1996   Khobar Towers bombing in Saudi Arabia (attack on US servicemen;  19 killed/498 injured) 

November 1997  Luxor, Egypt massacre (62 killed, mostly tourists/26 injured) 

August 1998  US Embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania, Africa (224 killed/4000 injured) 

September 1999  Russian cities bombed (293 dead/1000 injured) 

October 1999  Egypt Air flight 990 purposefully crashed in Atlantic (217 killed, including suicide pilot) 

October 2000  Attack on US Cole in the Yemeni port of Aden (17 sailors killed/39 injured) 

September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attacks on World Trade Center, Pentagon and White House (2996 killed;   over 6000 injured) 

December 2001  Suicide attack on Indian Parliament building (7 dead/12 injured) 

March 2002  Suicide attack in Netanya, Israel at Passover (30 dead/133 injured) 

May 2002  Al-Arbaa, Algeria bombing (49 dead/117 injured) 

October 2002  Bombing in Bali at nightclub, Indonesia (202 killed/300 injured) 

October 2002  Moscow Theater hostage crisis (170 killed;   700 injured) 

May 2003  Casablanca Attacks (33 killed) 

August 2003  Marriott Jarkata Hotel bombing, Indonesia (12 killed/150 injured) 

March 2004  Bombings in Madrid, Spain (191 killed/1460 injured) 

September 2004  Belsan, Russia (attack on school;   344 killed, of which 186 where children) 

September 2004  Australian Embassy bombed in Jakarta, Indonesia (9 killed/150 injured) 

February 2005  Muslim terrorists attack Christian community in Demsa, Nigeria (36 killed) 
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July 2005  Bombings in London, England (53 killed/700 injured) 

July 2005  Sharm el-Sheikh attacked, an Egyptian resort in the Sinai (64 killed) 

October 2005  Bali bombings (20 killed/100 injured) 

October 2005  Delhi, India bombings (60 killed/180 injured) 

November 2005  Amman, Jordan hotel bombings (60 killed/115 injured) 

March 2006  Varanasi, India bombings (28 killed/100 injured) 

June 2006  Southern Ontario, Canada (18 people, dubbed “the Toronto 18" were prevented from attacking the Canadian 

Broadcasting Centre, Canadian Security Intelligence Services, and Parliament....with the intent of capturing and 

beheading the Prime Minister) 

July 2008  Ahmedabad, India  bombings (56 killed/200 injured) 

August 2008  Mogadishu bombings, Somalia (21 dead/46 injured) 

September 2008  Delhi, India bombings (30 killed/130 injured) 

November 2008  Mumbai, India (474 killed; 700 injured) 

July 2009  Marriott and Ritz-Carlton hotel bombings in South Jakarta, Indonesia (9 killed/53 injured) 

October 2009  Baghdad, Iraq (attack in the foreign-occupied “Green Zone” (155 killed/520 injured) 

October 2009  Peshwar, Pakistan suicide bombing in a woman-exclusive shopping area (110 killed/200 injured) 

January 2010  Lakki Marwat, Pakistan car bombing (over 100 killed) 

May 2010  Times Square New York failed bombing attempt 

May 2010  Lahore, Pakistan attacks on two mosques (killing over 100) 

January 2011  Alexandria, Egypt bombing of Coptic Christian Church (21 dead/97 injured) 

July 2011  Kashgar, China attacks (23 killed/42 wounded) 

January 2012  Baghdad and Nasiriyah, Iraq bombings (73 killed/149 injured) 

January 2012  Basra, Iraq bombing   (53 dead/130 injured) 

January 2012  Baghdad, Iraq bombing (32 dead/71 injured) 

February 2013  Baghdad, Iraq bombing (83 dead/250 injured) 

March 2012  Baghdad and 9 other cities, Iraq (52 dead/over 250 injured) 

September 2012  Benghazi, Libya attack on US Consulate (4 killed, including US ambassador/7 wounded) 

September 2012  Chittagong, Bangladesh attacks burn 15 Buddhist temples and 100 homes 

February 2013  Hyderabvad, Andhra Pradesh, India  bombings (16 killed/119 injured) 

April 2013  Boston, Massachusetts, USA   Boston Marathon bombing (3 killed/183 injured) 

 

 

And, finally, just since the middle of September, 2013.......Some Specific Radical Islamic Assaults on Christians 

 

In the past month, radical Islamists have murdered hundreds of Christians around the world.   Without question, Christians are being 

targeted for assassination solely because of their faith in Christ. Entire families, including children, are slaughtered in their homes, churches 

and public gatherings.  Ironically, while Christian lives are being silenced by radical jihadists, United States news media outlets are 

generally silent (other than for the Nairobi, Kenya attacks).   Worse, as of October 1
st
, while each deplored the terrorism that occurred in 

Kenya, there had been no official response from the White House or US State Department condemning these as the specific Islamic attacks 

against Christians that they were. 

 

Wednesday, September 18 - Maaloula, SYRIA    Islamists arriving in this 2000-year-old village, which is one of the only places in the 

world where Aramaic is still spoken, announced, "We are from the Al-Nusra Front and have come to make lives miserable for the 

Crusaders"; (an Islamic slur meaning Christians). After many deaths, the town was retaken by the Syrian Army, but only about 20 families 

remain. 

 

Saturday, September 21, 2013 - Dorawa, NIGERIA     Jihadists killed a pastor and his son and burned their church in the northern state 

of Yobe where Islamists are attempting to impose Shari’a law. 

 

Saturday, September 21 - Nairobi, KENYA     Jihadist members of Somalia's al-Shabab took hundreds of hostages.  Among the 72 

who were killed at the Westgate Mall were 67 Christians –  after people who identified themselves as Muslims, and who could give the 

name of Mohamed's mother, were permitted to leave.   Over 200 people were also injured. 

 

Sunday, September 22 - Peshawar, PAKISTAN   Islamic bombers mingled with Christians gathering after a morning worship service at 

All Saints Church for dinner on the church grounds. The Islamists blew themselves up, killing 90 Christians and injuring 120 more. 

 

Wednesday, September 25 - Derna District, LIBYA   Two Christian men, Waleed Saad Shaker, age 25, and Nash 'at Shenouda Ishaq, 

age 27, were traveling on a rural road when they were surrounded by a crowd of Muslim men. The Christians were robbed, tied up and 
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beaten. Then the Muslims demanded that they recite the shahada, the declaration of conversion to Islam. When the Christians refused, they 

were shot. Shakar died before they were found by a shepherd.  Ishaq died in hospital. 

 

Sunday, September 29 - Potiskum, NIGERIA      Members of the Islamic radical group Boko Haram shot 50 college students and 

burned the school as the students slept in their dorms. The victims included both Christians and Muslim students.   Incidentally, the name of 

the assassins, Boko Haram means "Western education is forbidden." 

 

 

 

Islam Today:   A Religion of Peace, Aggression, Or ???? 
 

Although estimates vary, the Pew Research Foundation estimates that today there are world-wide some 1.6 billion Muslims.   By 

comparison there are 2.1 billion “nominal” Christians as of the end of August, 2013.    While “Christians” constitute roughly thirty percent 

of the world’s population, followers of Islam make up twenty-two percent of the world’s 7.1 billion people – and that percentage is 

increasing rapidly due to the high birth rate among Muslims.   The United Nations estimates, based on current birth rates, that by 2055 half 

the world’s population will be adherents of Islam.   85 percent of Muslims are Sunni, while most of the remaining 15% are Shiite.   Almost 

40 countries today have Muslim majorities, while Arabs account for 20% of all Muslims world-wide.   South Asia and Southeast Asia 

contain the most populous Muslim countries (with over 100 million adherents each):   Indonesia, India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

 

As far as the number of Muslims in our country goes, at the present time there are approximately 2.75 million Muslims in the United States 

(.8% of the population).   The states with the largest concentrations of Muslims are, in order: Illinois, Virginia, New York, New Jersey, 

Texas and Michigan (which has the largest percentage of population as Muslims at 1.2 percent;   Dearborn [outside Detroit, with 100,000 

residents] has a population that is 30% Muslim). 

 

On September 11, 2001 al-Qaeda-sponsored attacks, using four airliners as flying bombs, destroyed the World Trade Center in New York, 

severely damaged the Pentagon in Washington D.C., and threatened – unsuccessfully – the White House.   That infamous day, along with 

19 suicidal terrorists (since hailed by Islamic radicals as the “Magnificent 19") 2977 innocent people were murdered, while in excess of 6000 

more were injured.   It remains the single greatest act of terrorism in history in terms of destruction and loss of life.   President George W. 

Bush spoke to the people of the United States and to the world the following day saying, “The deliberate and deadly attacks which were 

carried out yesterday against our country were more than acts of terror.   They were acts of war.”   Indeed, authentic Islam is at war with 

the West.   On that day, Islamic Jihad powerfully came to America. 

 

In light of 9-11 and other terrorist acts against Christians, as well as the United States and other nations, it is important for us to bear in mind 

that most of the world’s Muslims (upwards of 85%) do not actively support and/or participate in Islamic terrorism and attacks against 

Christians.   In fact, to many Muslims around the world Islamic terrorist activity violates the fundamental tenets of Islam and the words of 

the Qur’an – as they understand and practice it.   For them, Islam is a religion of peace – more or less.    

 

For example, following the 9-11 attacks – which many Muslims (especially the Palestinians) celebrated -- Saudi Arabia’s Sheikh Saalih 

al-Lehaydaan, head of the Islamic judiciary at the time of the September 11
th

 attacks, living in a country that only knows Islamic Law, still 

declared:   “Killing a person who has not committed a crime is one of the major sins and terrible crimes of Islam.....what happened in 

America is....undoubtedly a grave criminal act which Islam does not approve of and no one should applaud.”
28

  

 

But to other adherents (approximately 15% of all Muslims, which is still almost 250 million people – roughly equivalent to the population of 

our United States), Islam must remain rigidly intolerant when it comes to any and all other faiths (including toward “liberal” Muslims), and 

any culture that runs counter to Islamic law.   Of necessity, then, this puts authentic Islam in the position of perpetually being at war (jihad) 

with any and all who are not true practitioners of the Islamic faith as they (authentic Islamists) define their religion. 

 

Yet today a large part of our western culture’s and many western religious leaders’ have “failed” to correctly understand and address the 

aggression of fundamentalist Islam.   Their failure to know and act appropriately comes from two “reasonable,” yet invalid assumptions:   

1) .....that today’s “majority” in Islam represents authentic Islam.   (That assumption is simply not true if one studies and takes to heart 

everything that the Qur’an teaches and Shari’a Law requires regarding the exclusivity of Islam over against all other faiths and cultures.   

That the vast majority of the world’s Muslims are tolerant of other faiths and cultures is actually an indication of their liberalism and 

in-authenticity as Muslims following in the spirit of Muhammad....which is not all that different from the majority of “Christians” and their 

liberal, lack of comprehensive commitment to all that God’s Word teaches.)    And 2) .....that all religions are fundamentally benign, that – 

                                                 
28

 Robert Spencer,  Islam Unveiled,  page 9 
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in the end – everyone worships the same God
29

....just in different ways,  and that the same philosophical separation of church and state 

generally maintained “everywhere else” should exist within Islam as well.  (But in Islam this is not the case.   As we have already noted, 

for Islam to be authentic it has to dominate every aspect of life:  spiritual, economic, governmental, and cultural;   absolutely no comprise 

with secularism or any other religion is permissible.) 

 

 

In Conclusion:   Our Response and Christian Responsibility to Muslims 
 

In ever-increasing numbers, Muslims are becoming our neighbors, members of our communities, our physicians, our children’s friends on 

the playground, and some of the people we meet when we go door-to-door doing evangelism work.   They have had little opportunity, in 

most cases, to believe in the true God, because they have not sufficiently and convincingly heard and understood the Gospel.   The fault lies 

with them....and to a certain extent with us – if our evangelistic efforts have excluded the Muslims in our fields of ministry – or if our efforts 

have not taken into consideration the altogether different cultural/spiritual mind-set and understanding that Muslims have.    Unbelievers 

though they are, Christ died for their salvation too.   And since it is our Savior-God’s desire “that not any should perish, but that all should 

reach repentance,”
30

 it should also be our desire to reach out with the real Word of God to Muslims so that they  might be brought to faith in 

the one, true God, along with us, and enjoy life everlasting in heaven. 

 

But how do we do that?   I’m no expert when it comes to the religion of Islam.   I have very little experience bringing God’s Word to 

Muslims; I know only a handful – one of which is a woman who cuts my hair (and I do speak with her about Christ).   But some basics seem 

evident even to me. 

 

First of all, as Christ’s ambassadors, we need to pray that God will bring us into contact with people of the Muslim faith, and also that He will 

use whatever means are necessary to open their hearts to the true Gospel that we will be bringing to them.    

 

Second, rather than trying to “debate” the pros and cons of Christianity versus Islam with them, we need to establish meaningful 

relationships and friendships with our Muslim neighbors – allowing them to see through our lives what Christian love, compassion, 

forgiveness and confidence in the real Jesus is all about.   This kind of life-style witnessing can go a long way in helping Muslims to at least 

consider the benefits of our Christian faith for themselves.    How long does it take before we get the opportunity to share God’s Word with 

a Muslim friend?   It could take years.   And we must be patient – and persistent. 

 

And third, when natural opportunities do arise to discuss matters of religion between us and followers of Islam, we need to avoid fruitless 

religious “arguing,” and instead stick to the core issues.   Since a Muslim comes from a very different religious background that we do, we 

need to expect certain objections.   For example we need to be prepared to patiently explain that the Scriptures are the inspired and inerrant 

Word of God;   that our Triune God is the only true God;   that Islam’s concept of sin – or lack of one – prevents Muslims from seeing any 

need for God to take the step of relating to man by sending His Son in the flesh.  (In Islam, man is not evil by nature;   his biggest problem 

is that he lacks information about Allah/God.   Nevertheless, we can appeal to Muslim conscience’s guilt over sin – as well as to zero in on 

the typical Muslim’s lack certainty about being in heaven due to his/her struggle to be obedient.);     that because of mankind’s inherent 

and active sin,  God has truly demonstrated He is the God of love and mercy by giving us – as a free gift – His forgiveness of all our sins and 

the guarantee of eternal life in heaven through faith in the substitutionary sinless life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Savior, Who 

is the Son of God – and not simply a human prophet;   that we Christians are confident – not uncertain – of our eternal salvation through 

faith in Christ.....and they can be too once they become Christians;   that salvation and heaven depend on God’s grace in Christ....not on our 

always-insufficient obedience.     Keep in mind, also, that any worship a Muslim seeker experiences in a Christian church will most likely 

be very strange and even irreverent to him.   The way a Bible Information Class is presented or a sermon delivered could very well seem 

uninteresting to him and hard to follow.   Also remember that people from eastern cultures are more prone to understand truth when it is 

presented in story or picture-form.     

 

There’s no doubt about it:   Muslims present a challenge – especially “authentic” Muslims – when it comes to conversion.   But that 

shouldn’t discourage us in the least from bringing God’s Word to them.   Let’s never forget that before his conversion, Saul of Tarsus was 

Christianity’s greatest enemy – he killed Christians.   (In present day terms, it would mean Paul would’ve been a member of al-Qaeda.)   

He was as opposed to the message of Christianity as anyone could be;   nevertheless, Christ Jesus showed His unlimited power in Paul.   

                                                 
29

 During World War II, as United States soldiers were preparing to go into combat in North Africa, they were given handbooks about 

local life which stated, among other things, that the Muslims living there worship the same God as Christians do. 

30
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The Apostle put it best, “the grace of Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.”
31

    God showered His love 

on Paul by miraculously bringing him to faith.   But, then, faith is always a miraculous work.   In the life of Paul we are reminded that God 

is powerful enough and merciful enough to bring any sinner from death to everlasting life.   Certainly, God can lead also Muslims to love 

and trust in Him.   Finally, in connection with this, we need to let the Holy Spirit do His work through the Word by not only teaching from 

God’s Word, but by encouraging Muslims to read the New Testament for themselves, in order to learn the true story of Jesus.  (Most 

Muslims only know the distorted and defective story of Christ that the Qur’an offers.)  

 

In closing, based on the long history of conflict which continues to this day, mutual antagonism between authentic Islam and the 

West/Christianity remains strong and shows no real sign of abating.    The views of liberal theologians, politicians and media pundits 

notwithstanding, this is not a simple clash of civilizations, nor is Islam just another way to know God.   The cause of the Islam’s 

aggressiveness and antagonism has never been and is not now exclusively – or even primarily – political, territorial, or economic.   It is 

essentially and almost exclusively a religious matter....at least for the adherents of authentic Islam.   Islam’s Qur’an has clearly stated 

Islam’s objective:   it is to convert the world to the Muslim faith – either by persuasion or by force.   As Sheikh Ibrahim Mudeiris, a 

Palestinian cleric simply put it in March of 2005:   “We [Muslims] have ruled the world before, and – by Allah – the day will come when we 

will rule the world again!”    Consequently, the exclusive world-view of Islam that dominates every aspect of a person’s (or nation’s) life, 

makes it all but impossible for any military solution of aggressive resistance to Islam, or any political solution involving a “live and let live” 

approach of mutual tolerance and acceptance between Islam and Christianity and/or the West to succeed in the long term.   In fact, it is 

reasonable to conclude that authentic Islam will remain a threat to Christianity and every other competing faith or political system until 

Judgment Day arrives.  1400 years of war against Islam has occasionally blunted by never fully stopped the growth and advance of Islam.   

Moreover, every political (or military) solution  fails to take into account what Luther recognized and advocated,
32

 and what every 

Christian must also realize: Islam can only be blunted and defeated one soul at a time through the faithful use of the “Sword of the Spirit, 

which is the Word of God.”
33

    And to do that, our dedication as Christians to preach Christ to Muslims must be greater that Islam’s 

determination to destroy Christianity and, by force, impose Islamic fundamentalism on the world. 
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