
Why have more than 130 WELS Congregations invested 
through the WELS Investment Funds?

We are eager to serve.  Please give us a call at 
877-888-8953 to learn more about how your 
congregational endowment could benefi t from 
investing with the WELS Investment Funds, Inc.

Contact us today!

Email:  WELSFunds@wels.net

Toll free: 877-888-8953

On the web:  www.welsfunds.net

•  WELS Investment Funds, Inc. is a self-supporting 
subsidiary of WELS.

•  WELS Investment Funds, Inc. exists to provide 
cost effective professionally managed investment 
portfolios exclusively for WELS institutions. By 
pooling our God-given talents and resources with 
other WELS congregations we are able to take 
advantage of opportunities that would not 
otherwise be available.

•  By investing your scholarship and endowment 
funds through WELS Investment Funds, Inc., you 
are participating in the very same portfolios utilized 
by Martin Luther College, Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary, our two preparatory schools and several 
WELS congregations and area Lutheran high 
schools.

 WELS Investment Funds is governed by an independent 
board whose directors are members of WELS congrega-
tions and who are elected by the Synodical Council. 
The Lord has blessed WELS with a talented group to 
serve on this board as indicated by the brief introduc-
tions that follow:

     –  Mr. Jon C. Bruss, Chairman of the Board, 
is the Founder of Fortress Partners Capital 
Management, LTD. (an investment advisory fi rm).

     –  Mr. James Abitz, Vice-Chairman of the Board, 
Director, is retired and formerly the Chief 
Investment Offi cer for Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans.

     –  Dr. Ronald E. White, Director, is currently the 
Chairman of the Board and Senior Consultant of 
Foster Associates, Inc. (an economics consulting 
fi rm).

     –  Mr. Dennis Walters, Director, is retired and 
formerly Vice President, Controller, and Director 
of Corporate Financial Reporting for Cargill, Inc.  

     –  Mr. Charles S. Cairns, Director, is a Senior Vice 
President and Senior Investment Consultant with 
Robert W. Baird & Co in Milwaukee, WI.

     –  Mr. Joel  L. Luehmann, Director, serves as Senior 
Credit Executive with AgStar Financial Services in 
Mankato, MN.  

Participating in a WELS Fund or the WELS Balanced Allocation is subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal amount invested.  With-
drawals are payable by WELS Investment Funds, Inc. exclusively from the net assets of the WELS Fund in which you participate.  Accounts are not protected 
or insured by the FDIC or SIPC and are not guaranteed by WELS, WELS Foundation, Inc., or any other person or entity.  This is not an offer to sell or request to 
buy securities.  The offering is made solely by the Offering Circular.  At this time, the WELS Funds are NOT available to WELS affi liated organizations located in 
Connecticut, Maryland, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Vermont or Virginia.

Why not evaluate if the WELS Investment Funds 
are suitable for your congregation?

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps. (Proverbs 16:9)



We base our investment philosophy on the following beliefs:

We believe that the earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. From a human perspective, we utilize our knowledge, 
experience, and available professional resources to provide effi cient and effective investment management. 
Ultimately we acknowledge that it is the Lord who provides for our needs in the manner that is most benefi cial 
for our individual and collective good. 

We believe we can be better stewards by pooling our collective talents and resources. We recognize that 
each WELS organization could develop its own investment policies, retain its own consultants, and invest 
independently in separate portfolios. However, we believe that together we can benefi t from the collective 
knowledge and experience of the membership throughout our synod. Together we can also leverage economies 
of scale.

The main tenets of the investment philosophy employed by 
the WELS Investment Funds include the following, in no specifi c order:

Liquidity: Organizations need the ability to access their assets in a reasonable time frame. Investments within the 
WELS Funds are priced each business day.

Preservation of Capital and Purchasing Power:  The WELS Balanced Allocation is an allocation strategy that 
automatically allocates a participating organization’s account between the WELS Equity Fund (60%) and the WELS 
Income Fund (40%). While capital losses may occur, diversifi cation and quality of investment management can 
help reduce the loss of purchasing power (achieving a rate of return greater than the current rate of infl ation).

Stability of Returns Through Diversifi cation:  The WELS Equity Fund generally maintains 90%–100% in 
equity investments. The WELS Income Fund generally maintains 60%–75% in investment grade debt securities. The 
WELS Funds seek diversifi cation by investing in a variety of securities either directly or through mutual funds, private 
investment funds or other security portfolios.

Long-term Growth of Capital: The utilization of asset classes that will incur some level of return volatility over 
time is necessary to increase the expected total rate of return over complete market cycles.

Providing professionally managed investment portfolios

Phone 1-877-888-8953
E-mail:  WELSFunds@wels.net 
Website:  www.welsfunds.netWisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

More than 165 WELS institutions are utilizing WELS Funds including:
Martin Luther College; Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary; Luther Preparatory School; Michigan Lutheran 
Seminary; WELS Church Extension Fund; Northwestern Publishing House; WELS Lutherans for Life, Inc.;    
9 area Lutheran high schools and more than 130 congregations.
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