
“MLC has shown me how to live 
as a servant,” says Jacki Adams 
’12. Jacki is a teaching assistant 
for Dr. Dave Wendler’s Teaching 
Reading course, and she taught Dr. 
Chip Rupnow’s math and statistic 
courses when he broke his hip. 
She’s also Forum (drama club) 
treasurer, an actor, the producer of three shows, an  
Aulic Committee member, and the Green Club treasurer. 

Hoping to teach college math someday, she will take 
graduate classes at UW-Madison while working as  
project manager with a healthcare software company. 

“I have learned how to be a light to the world no matter 
what I am doing,” she says. “MLC has taught me that 
my focus should be on living a life that is pleasing to 
God and sharing my faith with others.”

“Martin Luther College is unlike 
anywhere else in the world,” says 
Kurtis Wetzel ’12. “It has a distinct 
focus on the pure teaching of God’s 
Word and a devotion to training 
men and women for service in  
the church. I’ve been enriched  
by faculty and students alike.  

It’s been a joy to learn from such gifted Christian men 
and women.” 

MLC has been enriched by the service of Kurtis as well, 
as he has lent his talents to many dramatic productions, 
the Forum presidency, the freshman class presidency, 
men’s choir, and several Daylight USA projects.

Kurtis will marry senior Stephanie Teeples in June and 
begin at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in August. “I 
humbly stand in a long line of saints who have gone 
through the same rigorous Lutheran pastoral training 
program,” he says. “I thank God for this opportunity, 
praying that I too may present myself for service in four 
short years.”

Undergraduates on campus:  665 
Master’s program 103
Continuing education 806
Total unduplicated students 1200 +

Apples to Apples: For years we have used the number of 
on-campus undergrads as our enrollment (665 in January 
2012). Other colleges, however, include graduate  
students, continuing education students, part-time 
students, etc., in their enrollments.  Using that formula, 
MLC’s enrollment is 1200+ students in 2011-2012. 

100 Reasons to  
Be Thankful: In 
April the master’s 
program passed  
the 100-student  
threshold. Director 
John Meyer notes: 
“We are thankful 
that God is moving 
the hearts of more 
and more WELS teachers, in all types of ministry settings, 
to use MLC’s master’s program as one way to grow as 
teachers and serve faithfully.” Pictured: Master’s graduate 
Kurt Rosenbaum.

Student Financial Aid: We need 
to aggressively increase financial aid 
so that the ministries of future called 
workers are not jeopardized by  
extreme debt.

Programmed Maintenance: After 
several years of minimal attention due 
to budget cuts, the college is addressing 
facility upkeep and repair issues using 
budgetary and reserve funds. An  
estimated $750,000 a year is needed 
over the next decade to properly  
maintain facilities.

New Early Childhood Learning 
Center: We are raising the funds 
needed for this facility and for financial 
aid for undergrads and in-service  
teachers (goal: $3-5 million).

Faculty Strength: The Higher  
Learning Commission (HLC) asked us 
to reduce the teaching loads of faculty, 
particularly graduate faculty.

Reserve Fund: HLC has also asked  
us to address matters of financial  
stability. In response, MLC has resolved 
to establish a reserve fund equaling 25% 
of the annual operating budget (about 
$4 million at current levels). The value 
of such a fund has been demonstrated 
in the current biennium as it is used to 
offset a $1 million budgetary shortfall. 

Gratitude and Trust: As we strive to 
meet our challenging financial goals,  
we are grateful for the blessings God 
has poured on us through his generous  
donors, and we trust that he will  
continue to provide for us.  

Target 10%: We 
are reinforcing  
a goal first  
established with 
area Lutheran  
high schools in 
February 2007—
to enroll 10% of 
ALHS grads every year. This year we were grateful 
for 7.7%. (MVL and Lakeside, pictured, led the 
way with 16%.) We also were privileged to enroll 
40% of the prep school grads. 

“The joy for public ministry that the ALHS and 
prep school teachers show their students does 
more for recruitment than any MLC efforts,” says 
Admissions Counselor Nick Schmoller WLS ’10.  
“We are thankful for their service.”

Every Teen: Thank you, pastors, for  
sending your public high and homeschool  
students’ contact info. We want to discuss  
ministry training with every WELS teen. 

Going Global: In April Admissions Director 
Mark Stein DMLC ’92 and MLS Recruiter Norv 
Kock WLS ’83 (pictured below) visited Seoul and 
Hong Kong to encourage Lutheran students to 
consider MLC. “Our work in Asia is just  
beginning,” Stein says. 

Try MLC: We encourage undecided students 
to enroll at MLC. “Give it a shot!” says first-year 
Megan Rabbers (Michigan LHS, 
pictured). “Going to any  
college is a transition, and MLC 
makes that transition easier by 
strengthening your faith and 
widening your perspective to 
what is really important in life.”

Enrollmenton

Martin Luther College, the WELS College of 
Ministry, exists to serve the ministry needs of 
the synod. Since 1865 at Northwestern College, 
the synod has provided preseminary training for 
men. Since 1884 at Dr. Martin Luther College, the 
synod has trained men and women as teachers. As 
years went on, the church asked D/MLC to add specialized  
teacher training (such as early childhood and secondary  
education), staff ministry training, and continuing education for 
graduates, including a Master of Science in Education degree. 

By the Spirit’s grace, MLC serves a church body with an earnest 
desire—and a willingness to make great sacrifices—to carefully 
train its public ministers of the gospel. Therefore, MLC remains a  
dedicated college of ministry, Bible-based and Christ-centered,  
so that another generation of gospel servants can be prepared.  
In addition, MLC stands ready to add any coursework necessary 
to fill the changing ministry needs of WELS. 

In September 2011 our governing board adopted an updated  
mission statement that more fully communicates how our  
programs have expanded to meet the church’s expanding  
needs. Of special note are three foci: increasing our continuing  
education offerings, increasing our partnership with mission  
fields in training gospel servants, and increasing our certificate  
offerings for laypeople in part-time ministries. 

What a remarkable blessing a gracious Lord has preserved in our 
midst: the unconditional gospel of salvation full and free in Jesus 
the Christ. It is my prayer that the Spirit of God keep MLC  
faithful to the holy Scriptures, dedicated to earnest and  
faith-filled scholarship, and passionate to share the message  
of salvation with all people. 

Under God, may the college continue with its clear focus and  
unwavering mission: to train God’s people for gospel ministry.

By President Mark Zarling WLS ’80 
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Continuing Educationon

When Nancy Anderson (pictured) accepted a call to 
Lambs of Faith Preschool-Tacoma WA, she quickly 
came to a realization: “I knew I needed more  
knowledge to do my job.” 

Having attended DMLC for a year, she now began 
taking MLC early childhood education courses—on 
campus, online, even one taught by an MLC professor  
in Washington.

“The courses helped me better understand and teach 
preschool children, ages 4-5,” Nancy says. “I feel I 
have a better understanding of how children learn.”

Her coursework also helped the school take a big  
step. “I am happy to report that I have met all the 
state’s requirements, and Lambs of Faith is now  
licensed for all-day preschool,” she says. “This serves 
our community, offering what parents need. I pray  
this will increase our numbers and help feed into  
the kindergarten.”

But she isn’t done yet. “I have a personal goal to  
have my degree in early childhood education. I’d be  
interested in learning about infant and toddler care  
at the new MLC Early Childhood Learning Center.”

 

In a pilot project funded by an Antioch 
II grant, we have invited Zhang Tingting 
(pictured) to teach Mandarin at MLC in 
2012-2013. 

Tingting is a sister in our fellowship who 
was endorsed by Dr. Steve Witte of Asia 
Lutheran Seminary. Holding a B.A. in Chinese  
Language Literature Education and a master’s degree  
in Comparative Literature and World Literature, she  
currently teaches Chinese to international students at 
the International College of Zhejiang University  
of Technology. 

In 2012-13, she will teach Introduction to Chinese 
Language & Culture and Elementary Mandarin I. The 
following year (2013-14), she will add Elementary 
Mandarin II and Intermediate Mandarin I.

“Being able to communicate with the Chinese people 
in Mandarin opens so many more doors,” says Elise 
Wordell ’10 (pictured below), who taught English in 
China for a year. “When you can communicate with 
people, they turn from strangers into real people,  
and from real people into friends. If MLC had offered  
Mandarin when I was a student, I would have  
been very interested.”

Without a doubt, we have an opportunity. Of the 
10,000 children enrolled in WELS early childhood 
ministries (ECM), 25% are unchurched or  
non-Christian (WELS 2011 Statistical Report).  
Consider that: one out of four does not know the  
Savior who loves them!

Parents bring their children to WELS ECMs for the 
safe, loving, first-rate educational environment. Then 
children take home to their parents what they’ve 
learned: new practices like mealtime prayer and new 
words like Jesus, love, forgiveness, and heaven.  

Without a doubt, we also have a need: As WELS 
congregations take hold of these gospel opportunities, 
MLC needs to train more ECE teachers—grounded in 
the Word, professionally trained, and state licensed. 

But we do not have enough room at our Early  
Childhood Learning Center to provide the necessary 
clinical experiences. 

In our new center, we will be able to meet the clinical 
needs of our undergrads as well as the continuing  
education needs of in-service teachers. 

Cynthia Holman DMLC ’77, national  
coordinator for early childhood  
ministries (pictured left), says this new 
center will be “a marvelous facility 
to provide the training and the field 
experience to prepare young men and 
women to serve his little ones and their 

families, not just with a high-quality education, but 
most importantly with the gospel.”

Mandarinon CAPon on aNew Early Childhood Learning Center

One Generation to Another
A WELS developer will construct a senior housing  
complex on the same block as the new Early Childhood 
Learning Center. No synod dollars, college dollars, or 
donor gifts are needed for this building. Once it is built, 
MLC looks forward to the intergenerational ministry  
opportunities—between our students, the senior citizens, 
and the little children.

Chronicles of Grace
We have been collecting stories of God’s grace as demonstrated in WELS early childhood ministries. 
Allow us to share one from Pastor Matt Brown WLS ’00 (Beautiful Savior-Clarksville TN).

“In February we had a preschool mom, Andressa Smith, go through our adult class and join our  
congregation. She also had her two children, Daphne and Joshua, baptized (pictured left). We have 
stories like that each year. 

“To me, this is the great blessing of our early 
childhood ministries. We get to serve so many 
children and families that might never come 
into contact with us had it not been for our 
schools. We have served hundreds of families. 
A handful have ended up in our statistics, and 
that is great. But they have all heard the  
message of the Savior, and he will use that in 
ways we may not see till heaven.”  

Construction Update: While fully  
grasping the urgency of the need for a  
new Early Childhood Learning Center,  
the MLC Governing Board has resolved  
to begin construction in spring 2013. 

God’s people have responded very  
positively so far and have given many 
gifts in a relatively short period of time, 
for which we are grateful. 

In the name of good stewardship,  
however, we have decided to wait  
until we have all the funds in hand. 

To learn more or to partner with us in  
this vital ministry, please watch our  
video at mlc-wels.edu.

“As MLC continues to respond to 
the ministry needs of WELS, the 
Congregational Assistant Program 
(CAP) meets some of those needs,” 
says Dr. Lawrence Olson WLS ’83, 
director of CAP. 

Since its origins in 2000, CAP has changed in name 
and in oversight (once a synod program, it is now an 
MLC program), but its purpose has never changed. It 
exists to train lay people of all ages who are interested 
in doing more ministry at their local churches. 

The 20 CAP courses in Bible history, doctrine, and 
practical theology are taught primarily by the students’ 
own pastors. A 10-day Capstone Session is the only 
residency requirement; students take two courses at 
MLC and then travel to Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
and other Milwaukee sites to review WELS history  
and ministries. 

Fifty-three people have completed the program and 
now serve as certified Congregational Assistants, doing 
youth work, senior ministry, evangelism—whatever 
their congregations need. Another 177 are enrolled, 
from Hawaii to New York, from Texas to Canada. 

“A benefit of CAP,” says Olson, who is also director 
of the staff ministry program at MLC, “is that it offers 
a partnership between MLC and local congregations 
in carrying out one of the privileges entrusted to the 
church: ‘to prepare God’s people for works of service’ 
(Ephesians 4:12).”
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as he has lent his talents to many dramatic productions, 
the Forum presidency, the freshman class presidency, 
men’s choir, and several Daylight USA projects.

Kurtis will marry senior Stephanie Teeples in June and 
begin at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in August. “I 
humbly stand in a long line of saints who have gone 
through the same rigorous Lutheran pastoral training 
program,” he says. “I thank God for this opportunity, 
praying that I too may present myself for service in four 
short years.”

Undergraduates on campus:  665 
Master’s program 103
Continuing education 806
Total unduplicated students 1200 +

Apples to Apples: For years we have used the number of 
on-campus undergrads as our enrollment (665 in January 
2012). Other colleges, however, include graduate  
students, continuing education students, part-time 
students, etc., in their enrollments.  Using that formula, 
MLC’s enrollment is 1200+ students in 2011-2012. 

100 Reasons to  
Be Thankful: In 
April the master’s 
program passed  
the 100-student  
threshold. Director 
John Meyer notes: 
“We are thankful 
that God is moving 
the hearts of more 
and more WELS teachers, in all types of ministry settings, 
to use MLC’s master’s program as one way to grow as 
teachers and serve faithfully.” Pictured: Master’s graduate 
Kurt Rosenbaum.

Student Financial Aid: We need 
to aggressively increase financial aid 
so that the ministries of future called 
workers are not jeopardized by  
extreme debt.

Programmed Maintenance: After 
several years of minimal attention due 
to budget cuts, the college is addressing 
facility upkeep and repair issues using 
budgetary and reserve funds. An  
estimated $750,000 a year is needed 
over the next decade to properly  
maintain facilities.

New Early Childhood Learning 
Center: We are raising the funds 
needed for this facility and for financial 
aid for undergrads and in-service  
teachers (goal: $3-5 million).

Faculty Strength: The Higher  
Learning Commission (HLC) asked us 
to reduce the teaching loads of faculty, 
particularly graduate faculty.

Reserve Fund: HLC has also asked  
us to address matters of financial  
stability. In response, MLC has resolved 
to establish a reserve fund equaling 25% 
of the annual operating budget (about 
$4 million at current levels). The value 
of such a fund has been demonstrated 
in the current biennium as it is used to 
offset a $1 million budgetary shortfall. 

Gratitude and Trust: As we strive to 
meet our challenging financial goals,  
we are grateful for the blessings God 
has poured on us through his generous  
donors, and we trust that he will  
continue to provide for us.  

Target 10%: We 
are reinforcing  
a goal first  
established with 
area Lutheran  
high schools in 
February 2007—
to enroll 10% of 
ALHS grads every year. This year we were grateful 
for 7.7%. (MVL and Lakeside, pictured, led the 
way with 16%.) We also were privileged to enroll 
40% of the prep school grads. 

“The joy for public ministry that the ALHS and 
prep school teachers show their students does 
more for recruitment than any MLC efforts,” says 
Admissions Counselor Nick Schmoller WLS ’10.  
“We are thankful for their service.”

Every Teen: Thank you, pastors, for  
sending your public high and homeschool  
students’ contact info. We want to discuss  
ministry training with every WELS teen. 

Going Global: In April Admissions Director 
Mark Stein DMLC ’92 and MLS Recruiter Norv 
Kock WLS ’83 (pictured below) visited Seoul and 
Hong Kong to encourage Lutheran students to 
consider MLC. “Our work in Asia is just  
beginning,” Stein says. 

Try MLC: We encourage undecided students 
to enroll at MLC. “Give it a shot!” says first-year 
Megan Rabbers (Michigan LHS, 
pictured). “Going to any  
college is a transition, and MLC 
makes that transition easier by 
strengthening your faith and 
widening your perspective to 
what is really important in life.”

Enrollmenton

Martin Luther College, the WELS College of 
Ministry, exists to serve the ministry needs of 
the synod. Since 1865 at Northwestern College, 
the synod has provided preseminary training for 
men. Since 1884 at Dr. Martin Luther College, the 
synod has trained men and women as teachers. As 
years went on, the church asked D/MLC to add specialized  
teacher training (such as early childhood and secondary  
education), staff ministry training, and continuing education for 
graduates, including a Master of Science in Education degree. 

By the Spirit’s grace, MLC serves a church body with an earnest 
desire—and a willingness to make great sacrifices—to carefully 
train its public ministers of the gospel. Therefore, MLC remains a  
dedicated college of ministry, Bible-based and Christ-centered,  
so that another generation of gospel servants can be prepared.  
In addition, MLC stands ready to add any coursework necessary 
to fill the changing ministry needs of WELS. 

In September 2011 our governing board adopted an updated  
mission statement that more fully communicates how our  
programs have expanded to meet the church’s expanding  
needs. Of special note are three foci: increasing our continuing  
education offerings, increasing our partnership with mission  
fields in training gospel servants, and increasing our certificate  
offerings for laypeople in part-time ministries. 

What a remarkable blessing a gracious Lord has preserved in our 
midst: the unconditional gospel of salvation full and free in Jesus 
the Christ. It is my prayer that the Spirit of God keep MLC  
faithful to the holy Scriptures, dedicated to earnest and  
faith-filled scholarship, and passionate to share the message  
of salvation with all people. 

Under God, may the college continue with its clear focus and  
unwavering mission: to train God’s people for gospel ministry.

By President Mark Zarling WLS ’80 
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