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Renewed in Grace Retreat 
Grow in Grace, the institute for continuing  
education, hosted 29 pastors at a ministry  
retreat in San Antonio, TX. The retreat is part of a  
series of “celebrations of ministry” that will 
be sponsored by the institute. As the program  
develops, celebrations of ministry will be held at 
three years, 10 years, and 25 years after graduation 
from the seminary, as well as at retirement.

This initial retreat, themed “Renewed in Grace,”   
included workshop sessions on a variety of topics, 
worship, and a four-session Bible study focused on 
finding sustainable joy for life and ministry in the  
gospel. Pastors and their wives were also able to  
enjoy fellowship with classmates who graduated 
from the seminary in 2001 and 2002.

The retreat closed with a  
worship service that included 
an affirmation of ordination 
vows. Each pastor received 
a framed certificate that  
included the words of 1 
Corinthians 15:57: “Therefore, my dear brothers, 
stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because 
you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 

Senior Projects Completed 
Members of the class of 2012 have been the first to navigate the  
requirements of the senior thesis/project as set forth in the newly  
implemented curriculum revision. The assignment involves  
developing either a thesis that delves more deeply into an aspect of 

one of the academic subjects taught on  
campus as part of our regular curriculum or a  
project that applies the truth of God’s 
Word to congregational life in a practical 
way. It is hoped that the theses/ 
projects will equip our men with the skill of  
being able to identify an issue or problem,  
research it, and craft a well-reasoned response. 

Seniors met with their advisors at the beginning of the year to make  
final topical/project selections and begin preliminary work on the  
assignment. Regular milestones and consultations were scheduled over 
the course of the school year, culminating with the presentation of 
projects in April. Theses/projects included topics such as, “Establishing 
elders in cross cultural communities,” “Christ at home: addressing the 
need for family devotions,” and “Theological and pastoral criteria for 
worship forms in the Lutheran Confessions.” 

 2012Summer

Graduation 2012 
We were blessed to graduate 30 men for service in God’s kingdom. We 
pray with confidence that our faithful God will continue to lead and guide 
them as they go out from this place. For a full listing of graduate and vicar 
assignments, check our Web site.

Faculty Anniversaries
Prof. John Brug and Prof. Forrest Bivens celebrated 40 years of service in the 
public ministry. A special service was hosted by the seminary community, 
together with their friends and families, to give thanks to God for his  
blessings to and through these two servants of the gospel. 

Both men are 1971 graduates of the seminary. After serving congregations 
in Pennsylvania and at Dr. Martin Luther College, New Ulm, MN,  
Dr. Brug was called to the seminary in 1983. Prof. Bivens served  
congregations in San Jose, CA, and Saginaw, MI, before being called to the  
seminary in 1993. 

Grow in Grace 
Continuing Education
Detailed course information and registration  
instructions for all continuing education offerings 
including on-campus, online, hybrid, and satellite 
courses can be found online at the Grow in Grace 
Web site, www.wlsce.net. 

If you have any questions or need help  
accessing any of our online resources, please 
contact Prof. Rich Gurgel at  262.242.8181 or 
gurgelr@wls.wels.net.



At Home

Abroad

Leadership Conference  
Wisconsin Lutheran College’s (WLC) Center for Christian Leadership, in  
partnership with Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and the WELS Commission 
on Congregational Counseling, will be hosting the 2012 Leadership  
Conference June 8-9, 2012. The focus of the conference is the cooperative 
and complementary relationship of pastoral and congregational leadership 
as it applies to WELS congregations and schools. 

The partnership was a natural extension of work that the seminary has been 
doing for some time. Rev. Paul Kelm, director of the center, explains, “The 
seminary has initiated training for both undergraduate and graduate (and 
now continuing education) students in pastoral leadership. This work has 
stimulated thought elsewhere in the church about the development of lay 
leadership.” Seminary President Paul Wendland agrees, “The collaboration 
between pastoral and congregational leadership is exactly what this  
conference is intended to foster. It is difficult to think of something more  
important for the well-being of a congregation.”

It is hoped that collaboration on this conference will only be the beginning 
of a heightened awareness of and attention to leadership issues.

Seminary Prof. E. Allen Sorum will deliver the keynote essay on Friday,  
June 8th. For more information or to register, visit www.wlc.edu.

Africa Regional CELC Meeting
History was made on April 17, 2012, as delegates from four African  
nations—Cameroon, Malawi, Nigeria, and Zambia—gathered at the Lutheran 
Seminary in Lusaka, Zambia for the first-ever African regional meeting of 
the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC). The CELC is a  
fellowship of 24 confessional Lutheran church bodies throughout the world 
who meet periodically for study and encouragement.  At this meeting, WELS 
President Mark Schroeder presented an essay on “What is a Confessional 
Lutheran Church?” His paper was followed by papers from delegates on 
the challenges faced by confessional Lutherans in the five African churches 
represented and in India.  

In the past, problems in obtaining visas have prevented representatives 
from the Lutheran Church-Cameroon, All Saints Lutheran Church in Nigeria, 
and Christ the King Lutheran Church of Nigeria from attending gatherings  

of the CELC.  We are glad to say that the Lord 
granted solutions this time and the meeting was 
followed by a two-week course in the GRATSI 
(Greater Africa Theological Studies Institute) 
program taught by WLS Professor Ken Cherney 

and attended by pastors from all four African countries.

“Our four African sister churches are at very different stages in their 
growth toward maturity,” says Prof. Cherney. “To watch these men learning 
from and encouraging each other these past three weeks has been an  
overwhelming experience.”
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For more information on how you can  
support the global mission of the  

seminary or to schedule a presentation, 
please contact the office of mission  

advancement at 1.800.943.0167. To make 
an online gift, please see us at  

www.wls.wels.net.

The Seminary Fund 
supports the day-to-day operations of 
the seminary. Your gifts help ensure a 
high quality yet affordable education 
for our students. Gift reports through 
3.31.12 show:
• Unrestricted gifts totaled $256,548
• Permanently endowed gifts totaled 

$32,966

2011-2012 enrollment 
figures: 
34 juniors
22 middlers
30 seniors
35 vicars

Total enrollment: 126

The Scholarship Fund
provides financial assistance to 95% 
of seminary students. Gifts to the 
fund help ensure a well-prepared 
pastor for every pulpit. Gift reports 
through 3.31.12 show:

• Scholarship gifts totaled $361,436
• Permanently endowed scholarship 

gifts totaled  $49,043

Two men serving  
emergency calls.

Two men on leave  
of absence.

One PSI student.


