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Mark 1:38 – Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages— 
so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” 

Current Status 
The WELS Board for Home Missions (BHM) met on September 14-15, 2017, at the WELS Center for Mission and 
Ministry in Wisconsin.  Pastor Wayne Uhlhorn’s appointment as the BHM Chairman was made permanent when 
he was elected at Synod Convention earlier this summer.  The September meeting handles a fair amount of 
administrative items.  Here is a partial list of some of the discussion items… 

▪ Hispanic Ministry Opportunities and Consultant 
▪ Vicars in Mission Setting Program Objectives 
▪ Missions Advancement Staff Position 
▪ Mission Program Support Agreement Addendum 
▪ Church Extension Fund (CEF) Policies and Relationships 
▪ And, other edge-of-your-seat items 

The BHM also forecasts the work that takes place on the in the mission field.  Currently there are 85 subsidized 
mission sites, and 31 unsubsidized mission sites.  The total amount of synodical funding for the work of the BHM 
is slightly less than $5.6 million.  Below is an updated chart from previous years.  The purpose of the chart is just 
one way to illustrate the blessings taking place in our district.  Note: While the total number of mission sites has 
not increased from last fiscal year, the current figures take into account that one site was defunded and a new 
site was added. 

Mission  
Status 

SCDMB 
FY2014-15 

SCDMB 
FY2015-16 

SCDMB 
FY2016-17 

SCDMB 
FY2017-18 

Subsidized1 4 6 8 8 

Unsubsidized2 4 3 4 4 

Vicars in Mission Settings3 3 3 4 4 

Funding Received $436,450 $593,300 $890,200 $770,700 

Welcome to New Missionaries 
Aaron Glaeske was installed on July 16, 2017.  And, Joshua Shandor was installed on July 30, 2017. 

Ten in Ten (TNT) Initiative 
The TNT initiative is the pro-active work of the SCDMB to start ten new missions.  Since 2012, an annual 
gathering has been held as a part of the TNT mission expansion effort.  The annual event will take place on 
October 23-24, 2017.  To date, God has blessed us with seven eight new missions since the effort began. 

Project Daylight Mission Teams - Martin Luther College 
Martin Luther College has expanded their program called “Project Daylight.”  The program is designed for 
college students to receive a positive ministry experience at a mission or establish congregation.  For more 
information about the possibility of using a mission team at your site, contact: Daylight@mlc-wels.edu. 

                                                           
1
 Little Rock, Arkansas - King of Kings; Keller, Texas - Christ Alone; Killeen, Texas - Abiding Savior; Liberty Hill, Texas - Peace; Norman, 

Oklahoma - Grace; Rockwall, Texas - Divine Peace; Tyler, Texas - Faith; Victoria, Texas - Redeemer. 
2
 Pflugerville, Texas - Holy Word; Round Rock, Texas - Christ the Rock; Sienna Plantation, Texas - Christ the Lord; Tulsa, Oklahoma - 

Christ the King. 
3
 Austin, Texas - Holy Word; College Station, Texas - Beautiful Savior; Edna, Texas - Redeemer; Katy, Texas - Victory of the Lamb. 



 

Antioch Foundation 
Any congregation is eligible to apply for grant funding from the Antioch Foundation.  The 2018 grant requests 
must be received between October 15, and November 15, 2017.  For more information, visit their website: 
www.antiochfoundation.org.  (Note: Missions receiving subsidy are only eligible to submit an application to the 
Antioch II Foundation — the deadline was October 15.)  

Summer Student Assistants 
Summer student assistants are seminary students who serve at a congregation during the summer months.  These 
students function as a “summer vicar.”  Any congregation may submit a request to Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.  
Mission congregations are eligible to request subsidy to offset the cost of the program.  The deadline for submitting 
a request to the SCDMB is November 15, 2017.  Email the SCDMB chairman for a request form and details. 

New Request Deadline 
The goal of the SCDMB is to submit at least five new requests each year.  The time and effort it takes to prepare 
a request is significant, but essential and beneficial.  Now is the time to start finalizing details for the new 
opportunities we have to share the good news of forgiveness and request mission funding.  The next request 
deadline is February 1, 2018.  This is the annual (and primary) meeting to authorize funding for new missions.   

NOTE: Requests for Vicars in Missions Settings are also dues at this time. 

Christian Aid & Relief Committee  
Several congregations across our district took advantage of the special grant program from this committee.  They 
receive requests annually.  The deadline to submit a request for FY2018-2019 is March 1, 2018. 

Church Extension Fund Encouragement 
Since 1993, CEF has given over $25M in grants to mission congregations.  This is only possible by a combined effort 
or congregational mortgages with CEF and the strong support of individuals.  If you have not taken the opportunity 
to share information about CEF with the members of your congregation, please consider doing this.  There are 
helpful resources and printed materials available from the CEF office. 

WELS Missions Promotions 
The bi-annual missions update is available online – go to www.wels.net, or for all sorts of other great missions 
promotional information, login and check out www.cloud.wels.net! 

National Multi-Site Conference for WELS Churches 
A second multi-site conference is planned for November 14-16, 2018, in West Saint Paul, Minnesota.  Pastor Nathan 
Strutz is coordinating the effort.  Keep your eyes open for more information in the coming months. 

Next SCDMB Meeting 
The members of the SCDMB will meet next on October 23, 2017. 

SCDMB Mission Counselor 
Mission Counselor Ed Schuppe is available to assist with mission expansion work (edward.schuppe@gmail.com). 

We are forgiven! 
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WELS South Central District Mission Board Chairman 
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 
1007 Krenek Tap Road, College Station, Texas 77840 
Email: CalebSchoeneck@gmail.com 


