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Mark 1:38 – Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages— 
so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” 

Current Status 
The South Central District is the home of the fastest statistical growth in the country.  Yet, the formal growth of 
our mission work (i.e. planting new churches) was slower this past year than in previous years.   

There are currently four churches that are vacant: Grace in Scroggins and Gethsemane in Oklahoma City; as well 
as two missions — Redeemer in Victoria and King of Kings in Little Rock.  Pastor Aaron Glaeske is currently 
holding the call to Redeemer in Victoria, and Pastor Kevin Klug recently received the call to Little Rock. 

Home Missions News 
The Board for Home Missions met on March 30-31, 2017.  Here are the sites that authorized to receive subsidy. 

New Mission Efforts 
1. Westminster, Colorado — second mission site 
2. Hendersonville, North Carolina — second mission site 
3. Milwaukee, Wisconsin — mission enhancement  
4. Huntersville, North Carolina — new mission start 
5. Chattanooga, Tennessee — new mission start 
6. Waukegan, Illinois — Hispanic mission work 
7. Little Rock, Arkansas — mission restart effort 

Mission Support Renewals 

 There are 50 missions that were authorized to receive continued mission funding. 

 There were seven missions from our district scheduled to receive continued mission funding. 
– A Mighty Fortress, Fulshear TX: discontinued 
– Abiding Savior, Killeen TX: approved 
– Divine Peace, Rockwall TX: approved 
– Faith, Tyler TX: approved 
– Grace, Norman OK: approved 
– Peace, Liberty Hill TX: approved 
– Redeemer, Victoria TX: approved 

Vicar in Mission Settings Program 

 There are 19 congregational mission settings authorized to receive a vicar through the VIMS program. 

 There are four mission settings in our district that were authorized for a VIMS. 
– Beautiful Savior, College Station TX 
– Holy Word, Austin TX 
– Redeemer, Edna TX 
– Victory of the Lamb, Katy TX 

The goal of the South Central District Mission Board is to submit five new requests each year.  This year we were 
able to submit four request.  However, only one was authorized to receive funding.  The other three requests 
were: Living Word in Marble Falls TX, and new mission starts in Elgin TX and Conroe TX.  The number of potential 
locations to plant new missions in our district is great.  It takes time and effort to prepare a request.  Now is the 
time to start looking ahead to the new opportunities where we can prepare a request next year. 



The next request deadline is August 15, 2017 - this is the mid-year meeting for new opportunities.  Typically 
there are only small amounts of funding (if any) that are authorized at this meeting. The annual meeting for 
when mission funding is authorized will take place on The following deadline is February 1, 2018.  New 
opportunities to plant new mission stars are considered at this time. 

Vicar in Mission Settings  
In addition to the vicar requests that were authorized (above), there were two additional requests from our district 
that were not authorized - Prince of Peace in Flower Mound, Texas, and Atonement in Plano, Texas.  Special thanks 
to these sites for submitting these requests, working through the process with the members of their congregations, 
allocating funding for the program, and working diligently to be part of the VIMS program that is rather competitive 
to enter.  Vicar assignment day at the Seminary will be May 16, 2016. 

Home Missions Special Funds 
If you are classified as a subsidized or unsubsidized mission with the South Central District Mission Board, you are 
eligible to access Home Missions’ special funds.  Additional information and requests must be made through the 
SCDMB Chairman.  In general, there are special funds available for: Campus Ministry, Children & Adult Bible Study, 
ESL Programs, Hispanic Worship & Outreach, First Public Service Assistance, Multi-Cultural Outreach, Musical 
Assistance, and Tools for Outreach. 

Christian Aid & Relief Committee  
This is a relatively new and under-utilized program.  Requests may be submitted by any congregation through the 
SCDMB Chairman.  The annual deadline is March 1.  There are two congregations that submitted requests for 
FY2017-2018: Abiding Faith in Fort Worth, Texas, and Our Savior in San Antonio, Texas.  Both requests have received 
preliminary approval and will be notified of final approval soon. 

Ten in Ten (TNT) Initiative 
The TNT initiative is the pro-active work to establish ten new missions in the South Central District by 2022.  Since 
2012, we have established seven new missions.  We are praying that the number would grow, and the missions that 
we have established would flourish.  The time, date, and place of the next TNT Mission Expansion Gathering will be 
announced in May.   

Church Extension Fund (CEF) 
Since 1993, CEF has given over $25M in grants to mission congregations.  This is only possible by a combined effort 
or congregational mortgages with CEF and the strong support of individuals.  If you have not taken the opportunity 
to share information about CEF with the members of your congregation, please consider doing this.  There are 
helpful resources and printed materials available from the CEF office. 

The Antioch Foundation & The Antioch II Foundation (www.AntiochFoundation.org) 
This foundation is the effort of a WELS family that distributes approximately $1 million each year in grants that 
typically range from $2,000 to $50,000.  Information about both foundations is available at the same website. 

 If your congregation receives WELS mission subsidy, you must use the Antioch II Foundation. 
Applications must be submitted to the SCDMB by October 1, 2016. 

 If your congregation is financially self-supporting, you may use the Antioch Foundation. 
Applications may be submitted to the Antioch Foundation between October 15, 2016, to November 15, 2016. 

 

We are forgiven! 
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