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PASTORAL AND CONGREGATIONAL INVOLVEMENT 

IN OUTREACH TO MUSLIMS 
Missionary Pieter Reid 

South Central Pastor’s Conference 

October 15, 2013 

 

 

What two things must never change?  _______________  and  _______________ 

 

What is the mission of the church? 

The mission of the church is clearly mandated by Jesus 

 

Bible passages—I am to reach out to others and share Jesus Christ: 

 

 

The 5 Great Commissions - John 20:21; Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 24:44-47; Acts 1:8 

 – I have been commissioned by Jesus to seek and save the lost 

 

Does God want your congregation to be a Great Commission mission-minded congregation?  

So is your congregation a Great Commission mission-minded congregation? 

What are some characteristics of Great Commission Outreach Congregations? 

    

 

What are some characteristics of congregations that do little outreach? 

     #1—The pastor is NOT taking the lead in doing outreach 

 

 

So what can you do as the spiritual leader of the congregation to promote outreach? 

What is your role? 

Be in the Word  

Pray for spiritual wisdom, understanding, and motivation 

Compelled by Christ’s love— live for Christ, show Christian love, and be His ambassador 

Prioritize your week based on God’s priorities, the mission of the church 

Nurture your members AND seek to reach the lost 

Daily pray God instills the attitude of Jesus toward souls 

Pray to view each person as an individual soul whom God wants saved 

Daily pray for a passion and zeal to reach the lost 

Make Christ’s mission for the church your personal mission 

Set aside a meaningful portion of the week for seeking the lost 
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Be an example for your congregation 

Prepare God’s people for works of service 

Teach your members ways in which they can live as disciples of Jesus—the marks of Christian 

discipleship 

Instill in your members the urgency of carrying out Christ’s mission for the church 

Encourage and spur one another on toward carrying out Christ’s mission 

Contact your District Evangelism Coordinator and also your District Mission Chairman for 

suggestions 

Develop a ministry plan 

Plan to make this coming Epiphany season one that is scripturally instructional, scripturally 

motivating, and practical as outreach is taught and encouraged 

Have your congregational leaders attend or host a School of Outreach 

Train members in one method of sharing Law and Gospel, then in other evangelism methods 

Have your members set a goal to bring one person with them to the next Bible information class 

Support world missions in a meaningful way—The congregation that cares about the souls of 

others throughout the world will also care about the souls of those who are next door.    

 

 

And now, about those Muslims in your neighborhood… 

Daily drown the Old Man with any sinful prejudices we might have toward others 

Adopt the attitude of Jesus toward individual souls 

Read books on Islam and reaching out to Muslims 

Instill in your members healthy attitudes towards Muslims 

Be friendly toward Muslims 

Show Christian love toward Muslims 

Make friends with a Muslim (or any person who does not yet have the certainty of salvation)  

Invite the Outreach to Muslims Consultant and his wife to have a general presentation for your 

congregation this coming Epiphany (mid-February through Sunday, March 2, 2014) on 

Islam and practical ways we can reach out to Muslims 

Start talking about the need to reach out to the Muslims in your community 

Consider having the Outreach to Muslims Consultant assist your congregation in tailoring a plan 

for outreach to Muslims in your community 

Work with the Outreach to Muslims Consultant to develop a variety of methods that can be used 

to share God’s Word with Muslims 

Remember, outreach to Muslims is a battle with Satan. We need to be prepared.  The Outreach 

to Muslims Consultant will help in these areas.   
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What is the Congregation’s role? 

Be in the Word in worship, Bible class, and daily devotions.  

Use opportunities to continue growing spiritually.   

Remember, Islam is a stronghold of Satan—you need to be spiritually strong and spiritually 

prepared.   

“Be prepared to always give a reason…”   

Read books about Islam and reaching out to Muslims 

Intentionally be friendly to all people, and also to Muslims 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to live in you, fill you, motivate you, and enable you to proclaim the 

truth of God’s saving Word 

Welcome all guests 

Be involved in one activity outside of the congregation 

Start an active Women’s group which serves the congregation and the community 

Have a list of 3 (or more) people for whom they daily pray and look for ways to be a Christian 

friend. 

Set a goal and promise that within six months they will invite and bring one person with them to 

the Pastor’s Bible Information Class.  

 

 

Remember, the key word when reaching out to Muslims is…CERTAINTY 

Bible passages—I am certain that I am forgiven and that I will also go to heaven: 

 

Remember, Outreach takes place when Christians adopt the attitude of Jesus  

 

Various outreach methods that are especially good for outreach to Muslims: 

 Be fishers of men – Let down your net & minister to whomever the Lord puts in your net 

 Women need to be involved to minister to Muslim women 

 Welcoming must be intentionalized 

 Outreach must be intentionalized 

 Reach out in LOVE – Let them experience Christ’s love through you 

 Become their friend 

 Get them into the Word as soon as possible 

 Follow Christ’s pattern of ministry 

 Determine the needs of your community and seek to meet their needs 

 Success is not measured with numbers but with our carrying out Christ’s mission 

 

 

 

rev.preid@yahoo.com             608-337-3069             www.truthinlovetomuslims.com 
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PASTORAL AND CONGREGATIONAL INVOLVEMENT 

IN OUTREACH TO MUSLIMS 
Missionary Pieter Reid 

South Central Pastor’s Conference 

October 15, 2013 

 

Let us begin with prayer: 

O Holy Spirit, we are jars of clay.  Fill us with the treasures of the Gospel and the love of God so we 

gladly live for Jesus.  Give us the passion and zeal to seek the lost—whoever they might be.  Give us the 

spiritual wisdom and understanding to properly share your saving Word with those who are lost.  Amen. 

 

Two things that must never change 

What two things must never change?  _______________  and  _______________ 

[Note: text in bold was included in the outline of this presentation.  Regular text is used to expand on the 

topic or provide Bible passages.] 

 

 At a leadership conference, Pastor Elton Stroh, a former Director of Parish Assistance and now 

the Director of Crossroads Consulting Ministry, began with the quotation from Lyle Schaller, “The 

number-one issue facing Christian organizations on the North American continent today is the need to 

initiate and implement change.”  Pastor Stroh then asked, “What two things must never change?”  If you 

want to see pastors squirm, ask this question.  This is so basic, but both parts of the answer are not being 

stressed as a unit.  We are a Bible church.  We stress – as we should – law and Gospel, sin and grace, 

Word and sacrament.  Group all these things together and this is the first part of the answer to the 

question.  What two things must never change?  The first is the Christ-centered message of God’s Word.  

The Bible does not just contain God’s Word, the Bible IS God’s Word.  We are to center our message on 

Jesus Christ.  We are to faithfully proclaim all of God’s Word.  This describes who we are and what we 

do.  Ask anyone in one of our churches – even a six year old – “What is the Bible?” and you can expect 

him or her to answer with certainty, “The Bible is God’s Word!”  Ask “What are the two main teachings 

of the Bible?” and you can expect him or her to answer without hesitation, “Law and Gospel.”   

 But ask, “What are the two things that must never change?” and it’s not just the kindergartner 

who can’t state what the second thing is that must never change.  His or her pastor will probably hesitate 

and have to search their mind for the complete answer.   

 The second answer to this question was taught but has not been stressed well until recently.  We 

expect all of our members to promptly answer the question, “What are the two main teachings of the 

Bible?” by saying, “Law and Gospel.”   All of our members—including our pastors—also need to be 

trained to promptly answer the question, “What two things must never change?” by saying, “The 

message of God’s Word AND the mission of the Church—these two things must never change.”   
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What is the mission of the church? 

 

The mission of the church is clearly mandated by Jesus 

 

Bible passages—I am to reach out to others and share Jesus Christ: 

What are some Bible passages that tell us—I am to reach out to others and share Jesus Christ? 

     [Note: See Supplement 1—Responsive Reading for worship service—I am to share Jesus—page 20] 

 

Sing to the LORD, praise his name; Proclaim his salvation among the nations, his marvelous deeds 

among all peoples (Psalm 96:2,3). 

 

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God,  

That you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light (1 Peter 

2:9)  

.  

 We must remember that all of God’s Word is intended to be a personal message to you and to 

me—so whenever possible, let’s make it personal.  Think of the familiar promise of John 3:16—“For 

God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish but have eternal life.”  You and I can make these words personal by inserting our name into this 

verse:  “For God so loved <my name> that He gave His one and only Son, that if <my name>  believes 

in Him, <my name>  shall not perish but <my name>  shall have eternal life”  (John 3:16—

personalized).   

 For another example of personalizing God’s message to me, let’s read John 20:31—“These are 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

life in his name.”  Imagine making these words personal by inserting your name into this verse and then 

imprinting this on the front cover of your Bible:  

These are written that <my name> 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ,  

the Son of God, and that by believing  

<my name> may have life in his name.  

John 20:31 

Every time I would pick up my Bible, I would be reminded that God gave me—yes, me personally—his 

Word so that I might believe in Jesus and have the certainty of eternal life.  This is exactly how God 

wants us to read his Word—as a personal message from our loving God to me as an individual.  It is so 

uplifting to be able to insert my name into a passage of promise of comfort from God.  And God also 

wants me to insert my name into the passages where God tells me that I am to reach out to others and 

share Jesus with them.   

     [Note: See Supplement 2—God’s Word is personal–God is speaking to ME! —page 21] 

 

Look at these verses again and make them personal—“<insert my name>, sing to the LORD, 

praise his name; <my name> you are to proclaim his salvation among the nations, his marvelous deeds 

among all peoples” (Psalm 96:2,3).   
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“<insert my name) is part of a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 

God, that <my name> may declare the praises of him who called <my name> out of darkness into his 

wonderful light (1 Peter 2:9).”   

 

I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, I pray that you may be active in sharing your 

faith (Philemon v4,6). 

 

It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” With that same spirit of faith we also believe and 

therefore speak (1 Corinthians 4:13). 

 

 
“
We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). 

 

Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And He 

died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for Him who died for them and 

was raised again.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:14,15,18).   

 

 Again, we must remember that all of God’s Word is intended to be a personal message to you 

and to me—so whenever possible, let’s make it personal.  With each of these verses we will want to 

insert our name for God is speaking to you and to me.  2 Corinthians chapter 5 (verses 14,15) becomes:  

“For Christ’s love compels me, because <insert my name> is convinced that One died for all, and 

therefore all died. And Christ died for <my name>, that <my name> should no longer live for himself 

but for Him who died for <my name> and was raised again” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15—personalized).   

 

God reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was 

reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed 

to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making 

his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:18-20). 

 

 

The 5 Great Commissions-John 20:21; Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 24:44-47; Acts 1:8 

     [Note: See Supplement 3—Using the Great Commissions as Bible readings in the worship service—

page 22] 

 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together,…Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (John 20:19–

21).  

 

Jesus appeared to the Eleven…He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 

creation (Mark 16:15). 

 

 



8 
 

Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:18–20). 

 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 

written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so 

they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and 

rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name 

to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:44–47). 

 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8) 

 

 

 – I have been commissioned by Jesus to seek and save the lost 

     [Note: during the presentation, portions of the general PowerPoint presentation by Pieter and Marlys 

Reid “Bringing the Gospel to Muslims” were viewed.  The full presentation shows the threat of Islam in 

Indonesia and also the threat facing our country, but then makes the point: While Islam is a threat, 

individual Muslims are souls who need to be saved.  The presentation reminds everyone that each of us 

has been commissioned to seek and save the lost; we are to have the same attitude as Jesus; God loves 

all people and wants all people to be saved—including Muslims; I am to love all people and I am to 

want all people to be saved—including Muslims; and the presentation gives practical suggestions as to 

how members can start reaching out to Muslims.]   

      

     [Note: The portion of the PowerPoint presentation viewed here was: 

While Islam is a threat, individual Muslims are souls who need to be saved.   

Each of us has been commissioned to seek and save the lost]  

 

 In John 20:21, the risen Jesus speaks for the first time to his disciples as they are gathered 

together that Easter evening.  After assuring them that they have nothing to fear for they are at peace 

with God through the risen Savior, Jesus commissions them with the words, “As the Father has sent me, 

I am sending you.”  The disciples knew why the Father had sent Jesus.  They heard Jesus explain to 

Zacchaeus, “The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost” (Luke 19:10).  Today Jesus comes 

to us as his disciples, as his followers, and says, “As the Father sent me, to seek and save the lost, I am 

sending you.”  Each of us needs to take this message to heart and make it personal.  Just as we want to 

take John 3:16, “God so loved the world,” and make it personal: “God so loved me,”  “God so loved 

<insert my name>” – we are to take these words of Jesus and also make them personal: “As the Father 

sent me, to seek and save the lost, I am sending <insert my name>.”   

 

Does God want your congregation to be a Great Commission mission-minded congregation?  
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So is your congregation a Great Commission mission-minded congregation? 

 

What are some characteristics of Great Commission Outreach Congregations? 

Great Commission outreach congregations have common characteristics 

 Pastor and the congregational leadership fully support the mission of the church 

 They are Christ-centered 

 They help members grow in the Word –AND–go with the Word to others 

 A large number of members are in worship and also in Bible study 

 They are deeply committed to Great Commission outreach and willing to put forth the effort 

 They have a love for the lost and are highly motivated to reach the lost 

 They desire to bring new members from different cultures into the congregation 

 They recognize that there is no gimmick or “magic pill” 

 They are outgoing and friendly—not just to each other, but also to visitors 

 They see the difference between internal and external focus 

 They understand their neighborhood and community 

 They develop and customize activities that meet the needs of their neighbors 

 They follow the example of Jesus by caring for both spiritual and physical needs 

 They put their faith in action by meeting the needs of people in their neighborhood 

 Fear of making mistakes will not keep them from trying something new 

 They focus on ministry, not on following church traditions 

 They focus on ministry to people beyond the current membership 

 They see clergy and laity as partners—and utilize the Priesthood of all Believers 

 They have a strategy for assimilating new members into their congregation 

 They are flexible 

 

What are some characteristics of congregations that do little outreach? 

Congregations that do little outreach have common characteristics 

 The congregational leadership focuses on internal situations 

 They are self-serving 

 They nurture their members but do not reach out to others 

 They have a lack of vision 

 Members are not involved in their congregation’s neighborhood 

 The congregation has invisible barriers 

 Unchurched people are made to feel like unwelcome outsiders 

 Members see themselves as a family  (it’s their pond) 

 The pastor is not taking the lead in doing outreach 

 

Of all the characteristics that could be listed here, what is the key factor of congregations that do 

little outreach?  The key factor is that the pastor is not taking the lead in doing outreach. 
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Before going any further, we need to restate the key factor, the main characteristic of 

congregations that do little outreach: The pastor is not taking the lead in doing outreach.  Unless the 

pastor is taking the lead in doing outreach, it won’t happen in a congregation.  And if outreach isn’t 

already taking place, there definitely won’t be any cross-cultural outreach or any outreach to Muslims 

taking place.  The pastor must personally be in God’s Word, taking it to heart, and living as a follower 

of Jesus.  The pastor must be compelled by Christ’s love so he no longer lives for himself, only doing 

what he wishes to do—but fully lives for Jesus who died and rose for him (2 Corinthians 5:14,15).  In 

response to God’s mercy, grace, and love the pastor will gladly pray “Thy will be done” and add “even 

if it cuts across my wishes.”  The pastor will take to heart God’s Word and adopt the attitude of Jesus by 

personalizing God’s Word: “My attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5-

personalized).  Since “The Lord does not want any to perish, but wants all to come to repentance” (2 

Peter 3:9), the pastor will adopt the attitude of the Lord and state: “I do not want any to perish, but I 

want all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9-personalized).  The pastor will be about his Father’s 

business, knowing that the mission of the church has never changed, and God’s mission is urgent.   

 

Since it is vitally important that each of us as pastors is taking the lead in doing outreach—and 

since it is necessary for a congregation to be active in outreach before any outreach to Muslims or others 

takes place—we will review some of the things that each of us can be doing that will help us become 

Great Commission outreach pastors.   

 

 

 

So what can you do as the spiritual leader of the congregation to promote outreach? 

What is your role? 

 

Be in the Word  

Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples” (John 8:31 NIV84) 

Then said Jesus, “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed” (John 8:31 KJV) 

Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples” (John 8:31 ESV)  

Jesus said, “If you continue in My word, you really are My disciples” (John 8:31 HCSB) 

Jesus said, “If you continue to follow my teaching, you are really my disciples” (John 8:31 NET) 

“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 

Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man 

remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does 

not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 

thrown into the fire and burned” (John 15:4-6).  

 

Pray for spiritual wisdom, understanding, and motivation 

 

Compelled by Christ’s love— live for Christ, show Christian love, and be His ambassador 
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Prioritize your week based on God’s priorities, the mission of the church 

A suggested starting place for both the pastor and the leaders of the congregation (and then as a 

Bible study for the entire congregation) is the a section of the Christian Leadership series, “Jesus' 

Mission For His Church” by Paul Kelm.   

 

Nurture your members AND seek to reach the lost 

 

Daily pray God instills the attitude of Jesus toward souls 

 

Pray to view each person as an individual soul whom God wants saved 

 

Daily pray for a passion and zeal to reach the lost 

 

Make Christ’s mission for the church your personal mission 

 

Share your excitement with your members 

 

Set aside a meaningful portion of the week for seeking the lost 

 

Be an example for your congregation 

 

Prepare God’s people for works of service 

 

Whenever the Holy Spirit touches someone’s heart, share this with the members 

 

Teach your members ways in which they can live as disciples of Jesus—the marks of Christian 

discipleship 

      Jesus Himself tells us what characteristics are the distinguishing marks of Christian 

discipleship.  Among these distinguishing characteristics is that we seek the lost.  

     [Note: See Supplement 4—“Distinguishing Marks of Christian Discipleship” —page 25]. 

 

Instill in your members the urgency of carrying out Christ’s mission for the church 

 

Encourage and spur one another on toward carrying out Christ’s mission 

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing (1 Thessalonians 

5:11 NIV84). 

 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another–and all the more as 

you see the Day approaching (Hebrews 10:24,25 NIV84). 
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Reaching out to the lost is not only God’s will for me, it is an urgent part of my ministry.  As I 

set my personal goal of seeking to reach the lost, I will want to have someone (or better yet, several 

people) encourage me to do this, to spur me on, to be aware of my intent, to check up on me, and 

evangelically “hold my feet to the fire.”  Who will you select to ask you what you are doing to reach out 

to others and encourage you to seek the lost?   Consider selecting several from the following: your 

spouse, a brother in the ministry who is closer than a brother, a lay member who is “full of the Spirit and 

wisdom” (Acts 6:3), a neighboring pastor, the head of the Evangelism committee, or the president of the 

congregation.  Will you also encourage this person as he or she also seeks to save the lost?   

 

Contact your District Evangelism Coordinator and also your District Mission Chairman for 

suggestions 

 Ask for suggestions to train and motivate your members.  Ask them what outreach methods are 

available.  Ask them what evangelism methods are available.   

 

Develop a ministry plan 

 

Plan to make this coming Epiphany season one that is scripturally instructional, scripturally 

motivating, and practical as outreach is taught and encouraged 

 

Have your congregational leaders attend or host a School of Outreach 

 

Train members in one method of sharing Law and Gospel, then in other evangelism methods 

What evangelism method do you teach to your confirmation students? 

What evangelism method do you teach in Bible class? 

What evangelism method do you teach to your Evangelism committee? 

What evangelism method do you teach to new members? 

What other evangelism methods would be helpful? 

 

Have your members set a goal to bring one person with them to the next Bible information class 

 We often talk about the Great Commission and encourage our members to reach out.  Sometimes 

our members have the spiritual motivation to do this, but lack practical suggestions.  One suggestion is 

to have your members think of their friends who do not have the certainty of salvation.  Then pray for 

the opportunity to share their faith with their friend and invite their friend to come with them and learn 

more about what God has already done for them.  Have your members set a goal for themselves to do 

this before Christmas and invite their friend to come with them to the Bible Information Class starting in 

the new year.  I would suggest inviting their friends to the Bible Information Class instead of church for 

the following reasons:   

 If a person comes to church, he usually plans on making his decision about whether he will ever 

return to that church in the first 5-10 minutes.  The decision could be based on how welcoming 

all the members are, whether or not the first hymn is one he has heard before and knows the 

words, whether or not he likes the musical accompaniment of the first hymn, whether or not he 



13 
 

likes the liturgy, whether or not he likes the appearance of the person next to him, or any other 

criteria he might have in his head.   

 If a person makes a commitment to come to the Bible Information Class, he is already planning 

on attending multiple times. 

 If a person makes a commitment to come to the Bible Information Class, he will be able to ask 

questions and have immediate answers. 

 If a person makes a commitment to come to the Bible Information Class multiple times, the Holy 

Spirit will have multiple occasions to work through His Word to touch this person’s heart. 

 If a person makes a commitment to come to the Bible Information Class with their friend, he 

already knows someone who will be attending the class, he already has someone who will 

encourage him to come, will pick him up for the class, and discuss both new insights and 

questions he might have.   

 

Support world missions in a meaningful way—The congregation that cares about the souls of 

others throughout the world will also care about the souls of those who are next door.    

 

 

 

And now, about those Muslims in your neighborhood… 

 

Daily drown the Old Man with any sinful prejudices we might have toward others 

 If we look into our hearts, since “9-11” most of us probably have a prejudice against Muslims.  

Prejudices are hard to overcome.  If your father or grandfather fought in World War 2 in the Pacific, he 

probably came back from the war with a prejudice toward those “Japs” that lasted for years.  When we 

are prejudiced against someone, we usually don’t want to help them, we don’t want to pray with them or 

for them, and we certainly don’t want to be the one to go and tell them about Jesus.   

Jonah was prejudiced against the Assyrians.  The Assyrians had been at war with Israel.  When 

God told Jonah to go 400 miles to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, and warn them about His coming 

judgment, Jonah refused.  Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish (Spain) 2000 miles 

away.  Jonah didn’t want to share God’s Word with the people of Nineveh because Jonah didn’t want 

God to save those people.  Jonah admitted, “O Lord, that is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I 

knew that You are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love” (Jonah 

4:2).    

 We can be thankful that “God does not show favoritism
 
but accepts men from every nation” 

(Acts 10:34-35).  This truth is stated again and again.  “God does not show favoritism” (Romans 2:11).  

“There is no favoritism with him” (Ephesians 6:9).  With the Lord “there is no favoritism” (Colossians 

3:25).   

“God so loved the world.”  There is no asterisk behind “world.”  God loved the whole world in 

Christ.  And “The Lord does not want any to perish, but wants all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).  

God wants all people to be saved—and that includes Muslims.   

As I look at God’s attitude toward all people, my conscience exposes my prejudices for what 

they really are.  My sinful prejudices keep me from living as God wants me to live.  My sinful 
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prejudices keep me from sharing Jesus with certain people.  My sinful prejudices can keep me from 

forgiving those who have done things against our nation or have done things against Christians here and 

abroad.  And if I am not willing to forgive, then I am asking God not to forgive me all my sins (Matthew 

6:12,14-15; Matthew 18:35; Mark 11:25,26; Luke 11:4).  All sins are sins against God (Genesis 39:9; 

Genesis 13:13; 2 Samuel 12:13; Psalm 51:4; Luke 15:18).  I need to recognize all my prejudices as 

sinful prejudices that are sins against God.  I need to recognize my sin, repent of my sin, and daily 

drown my sinful prejudices.  With Martin Luther we confess “that the old Adam in us should be 

drowned by daily contrition and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also 

means that a new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.” 

 

Adopt the attitude of Jesus toward individual souls 

[Note: during the presentation, portions of the general PowerPoint presentation by Pieter and 

Marlys Reid “Bringing the Gospel to Muslims” were viewed.  The full presentation shows the threat of 

Islam in Indonesia and also the threat facing our country, but then makes the point: While Islam is a 

threat, individual Muslims are souls who need to be saved.  The presentation reminds everyone that each 

of us has been commissioned to seek and save the lost; we are to have the same attitude as Jesus; God 

loves all people and wants all people to be saved—including Muslims; I am to love all people and I am 

to want all people to be saved—including Muslims; and the presentation gives practical suggestions as 

to how members can start reaching out to Muslims.  The portion of the PowerPoint presentation viewed 

here reminded everyone that we are to have the same attitude as Jesus.] 

 

“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5)  “My attitude should be 

the same as that of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5-personalized).   

 

“The Lord does not want any to perish, but wants all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9)  “I do not 

want any to perish, but I want all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9-personalized). 

 Everything changes when I adopt God’s attitude toward souls.  Now, “I do not want any to 

perish, but I want all to come to repentance.”  Now I do not want my family members, friends or 

acquaintances who do not yet have the certainty of salvation—I do not want any of them to perish.  I 

want to pray they hear God’s Word, repent of their sins, and are brought to faith in Jesus.  I want to be 

part of the answer to that prayer by personally sharing God’s Word with them and inviting them to come 

with me to learn more about what Jesus has done for them so that they too might be saved now and for 

eternity.    

 

Get books on Islam and reaching out to Muslims for your church library 

 The books I would recommend as a starting point are the following: 

 How To Respond to Muslims by Ernest Hahn   Concordia Publishing House.  

 Speaking the Truth in Love to Muslims  by Roland Cap Ehlke   Northwestern Publishing House. 

 Engaging Islam by Georges Houssney   Treeline Publishing. 

 The Qur’an  

     [Note: See Supplement 5— Suggested books on Islam and reaching out to Muslims —page 29 for 

comments on each of these books] 
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Instill in your members healthy attitudes towards Muslims 

Be friendly, respectful, gentle, loving…   See Engaging Islam, chapter 3 and chapter 9.   

 

Be friendly toward Muslims 

 

Show Christian love toward Muslims 

 

Make friends with a Muslim (or any person who does not yet have the certainty of salvation)  

 

Invite the Outreach to Muslims Consultant and his wife to have a general presentation for your 

congregation this coming Epiphany (mid-February through Sunday, March 2, 2014) on 

Islam and practical ways we can reach out to Muslims 

[Note: See Supplement 6— General presentation on Islam and Outreach to Muslims —page 30] 

 

Start talking about the need to reach out to the Muslims in your community 

 

Consider having the Outreach to Muslims Consultant assist your congregation in tailoring a plan 

for outreach to Muslims in your community 

[Note: See Supplement 7— Assistance in planning outreach to Muslims in your community —page 32] 

 

Remember, outreach to Muslims is a battle with Satan. We need to be prepared and so do our 

members. 

 

The Outreach to Muslims Consultant will help in these areas.   

 

 

 

What is the Congregation’s role? 

 

Be in the Word.  

 

Use opportunities to continue growing spiritually.   

 

Remember, Islam is a stronghold of Satan—you need to be spiritually strong and spiritually 

prepared.   

 

“Be prepared to always give a reason…”   

 

Read books about Islam and reaching out to Muslims 

 The books I would recommend as a starting point are the following: 

 How To Respond to Muslims by Ernest Hahn   Concordia Publishing House.  
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 Speaking the Truth in Love to Muslims  by Roland Cap Ehlke   Northwestern Publishing House. 

 Engaging Islam by Georges Houssney   Treeline Publishing. 

 The Qur’an  

     [Note: See Supplement 5— Suggested books on Islam and reaching out to Muslims —page 29 for 

comments on each of these books] 

 

Intentionally be friendly to all people, and also to Muslims 

 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to live in you, fill you, motivate you, and enable you to proclaim the truth 

of God’s saving Word 

 

Welcome all guests 

 

Be involved in at least one activity outside of the congregation 

 

Start an active Women’s group which serves the congregation and the community 

 

Have a list of 3 (or more) people for whom they daily pray and look for ways to be a Christian 

friend. 

 

Promise that within six months they will invite and bring one person with them to the Pastor’s 

Bible Information Class.  

 

 

Remember, the key word when reaching out to Muslims is…CERTAINTY 

When we talk to those who are reaching out to Mormons to share God’s saving Word with them, 

the key word is “Perfection.”  In my experiences with outreach to Muslims, the key word is “Certainty.” 

Muslims have no certainty of eternal life.  They don’t yet have Jesus as their Savior and can’t be 

saved.  Jesus, who never sinned, who never lied, who always spoke the truth, stated clearly: “I am the 

way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6).  God had 

Paul write God’s very words of truth in Romans 10:9, “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”    The religion of Islam 

leaves a person in a fatalistic darkness of hopelessness and despair.  Islam teaches that a person must 

save himself by doing more good deeds than bad deeds, but a person will always wonder, “Have I done 

enough good things?”  “Can I ever do enough good?”  “Are the good things I have tried to do of a high 

enough level to be accepted by Allah?”  “And even if I could live a perfect life, the Qur’an states that it 

means nothing unless Allah choses to smile on me—so what’s the point of trying to earn my own way?”  

Muslims have no certainty—and this creates emptiness and a desire for certainty.  As a Christian, I have 

a certainty and can offer this same certainty to Muslims. 

I am certain that I cannot save myself or even contribute toward my salvation but that God 

planned my salvation, Jesus accomplished my salvation, and the Holy Spirit brought me to faith assuring 

me of my salvation.  Through faith in Jesus alone, I am certain that the penalty for my sin was paid in 

full by Jesus.  Through faith in Jesus alone I am certain that all my sins are forgiven, my guilt is 

removed, and I stand before God clothed in the perfect life of Jesus.  I am certain that God now views 

me in Christ and through Christ and because of Christ as a perfect person who is able to be in His holy 
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presence.  I am certain that I am now living in a constant state of forgiveness; Satan can never accuse me 

because all my sins—the sinful nature I inherited, the sins I have committed in thoughts, words, and 

actions, the sins of omission when I didn’t live as God wanted, and all the sins I will still commit—all 

my sins were placed on Jesus the Lamb of God and I am completely forgiven.  I am certain that I am at 

peace with God.  I am certain God is my heavenly Father and I am His dear child.  I am certain that I can 

come to Him in prayer and He will listen and will answer in the way that is best for me.  I am certain 

that God created me and has given me gifts and abilities that I can now use as I carry out His plan for 

me.  I am certain that God is watching over me, aware of the minutest details in my life like how many 

hairs are on my head—and that He is aware of the major events in my life, and that God will use all the 

things that happen for my eternal good.  I am certain that I am no longer under the power and control of 

Satan but God the Holy Spirit lives in me and works through me.  I am certain that God has placed a 

hedge around me to protect me against all the spiritual forces of evil.  I am certain that Jesus is holding 

me in the palms of His hands and that no one can ever separate me from His love.  I have the certain 

hope that all of God’s promises are true and will come about just as He has promised.  I am certain that I 

have already crossed from death to life and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  I am certain 

the Lord God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—is with me now and I will live forever in heaven.   

 

Bible passages—I am certain that I am forgiven and I will go to heaven: 

 What are some Bible passages that assure me—I am certain that I am forgiven and I will go to 

heaven?   

 Treasure these passages and the certainty they give you and me.  Memorize these passages so 

you can share the comfort of these passages with others.   

     [Note: See Supplement 8—I have a CERTAINTY—page 33.  In “I have a CERTAINTY” the 

following promises of God are personalized.] 

 

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name  (John 20:31 NIV84). 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16 NIV84).    

 “I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands,” declares the Lord (Isaiah 

49:15,16 NIV84).      

This is what the LORD says, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are 

mine” (Isaiah 43:1 NIV84).      

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you 

have eternal life (1 John 5:13 NIV84).      

The LORD declares, “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more” (Jeremiah 

31:34 NIV84).      

Who is a God like You, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his 

inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will again have compassion 
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on us; You will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea (Micah 

7:18,19 NIV84).      

There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1 NIV84).      

 

Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 

(Romans 5:1 NIV84).      

 

Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 

LORD forever (Psalm 23:6 NIV84).      

 

“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not 

be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life”  (John 5:24 NIV84).      

 

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall 

never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand” (John 10:27-28 NIV84).      

 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 

dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25,26 NIV84). 

 

In my Father’s house are many rooms. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 

take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. Because I live, you also will live (John 

14:2,3,19 NIV84).      

 

Whenever our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and He knows everything (1 John 3:20 

NIV84).      

 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you 

have eternal life (1 John 5:13 NIV84).      

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ  (1 Corinthians 15:57 NIV84).      

 

Thank God that He gives us THE CERTAIN VICTORY through Jesus our Savior.  God’s promises are 

true.  Through Jesus my Savior, I have a certainty!  May I share this certainty with others! 

 

 

Remember, Outreach takes place when Christians adopt the attitude of Jesus  

 

“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5)  “My attitude should be 

the same as that of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5-personalized).   

 

“The Lord does not want any to perish, but wants all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9)  “I do not 

want any to perish, but I want all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9-personalized). 
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 Everything changes when I adopt God’s attitude toward souls.  Now, “I do not want any to 

perish, but I want all to come to repentance.”  Now I do not want my family members, friends or 

acquaintances who do not yet have the certainty of salvation—I do not want any of them to perish.  I 

want to pray they hear God’s Word, repent of their sins, and are brought to faith in Jesus.  I want to be 

part of the answer to that prayer by personally sharing God’s Word with them and inviting them to come 

with me to learn more about what Jesus has done for them so that they too might be saved now and for 

eternity.    

 

Various outreach methods that are especially good for outreach to Muslims 

     [Note: during the presentation, portions of the general PowerPoint presentation by Pieter and 

Marlys Reid “Bringing the Gospel to Muslims” were viewed.  The portion of the PowerPoint 

presentation viewed here included the following points:] 

 Be fishers of men – Let down your net & minister to whomever the Lord puts in your net 

 Women need to be involved to minister to Muslim women 

 Welcoming must be intentionalized 

 Outreach must be intentionalized 

 Reach out in LOVE – Let them experience Christ’s love through you 

 Become their friend 

 Get them into the Word as soon as possible 

 Follow Christ’s pattern of ministry 

 Determine the needs of your community and seek to meet their needs 

 Success is not measured with numbers but with our carrying out Christ’s mission 

 

Let us join in the closing prayer together [projected on screen] 

Dearest Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, forgive me that so little of Your love has reached Muslims or 

others through me.  Move me to see others as individual souls whom You love and want in heaven.  May 

Your love for me compel me to share that love and seek the lost.  Give me a passion and zeal to reach 

the lost.  Help me to prioritize my days and my weeks so I both nurture my members and seek the lost.  

May I be an example for my members and instill in them the urgency of carrying out Your mission for 

Your church. Use me Lord, as one active in making new disciples of Jesus.  Amen.   
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Responsive Reading—I am to share Jesus 
 
 

Minister: Sing to the LORD, praise his name;  

Congregation: Proclaim his salvation among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
(Psalm 96:2,3) 

M: You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God,  

C: That you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 

light. (1 Peter 2:9) 

M: I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, I pray that you may be active in sharing 

your faith. (Philemon v4,6) 

C: It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” With that same spirit of faith we also 

believe and therefore speak. (1 Corinthians 4:13) 
“
We cannot help speaking about what we have seen 

and heard.” (Acts 4:20) 
M: Christ’s love compels us.  He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves 

but for him who died for them and was raised again. (2 Corinthians 5:14,15) 

C:
 
God reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  

M: God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.  

C: And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 
 

ALL:
 
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 

We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20) 
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God’s Word is personal – God is speaking to ME! 

 

God’s Word is a personal gift to you—so let’s make it personal! 

 

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name  (John 20:31).  

Imagine the imprint on the front cover of your Bible: 
 

Presented to 

<insert my name> 

by GOD 

These are written that <my name> 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ,  

the Son of God, and that by believing  

<my name> may have life in his name.  

John 20:31 
 

The words of the Bible—God’s Word—make a huge difference when they are personal.  And that’s 

what God intends His Word to be—His personal message to ME!   
 

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish but have eternal life  (John 3:16)    For God so loved <my name> that He gave His one and only 

Son, that if <my name>  believes in Him, <my name>  shall not perish but <my name>  shall have 

eternal life  (John 3:16—personalized).  

 

“I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you on the palms of My hands,” declares the Lord  (Isaiah 

49:15,16)     “I will not forget <my name>! See, I have engraved <my name> on the palms of My 

hands,” declares the Lord  (Isaiah 49:15,16—personalized).  

 

This is what the LORD says, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are 

mine”  (Isaiah 43:1)    “Fear not, for I have redeemed <my name>; I have called <my name> by name; 

<my name>, you are mine”  (Isaiah 43:1—personalized). 

 

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And 

He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for Him who died for them 

and was raised again.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors  (2 Corinthians 5:14,15,18)    For Christ’s 

love compels me, because I <my name> am convinced that One died for all, and therefore all died. And 

He died for <my name>, that <my name> should no longer live for himself but for Him who died for 

<my name> and was raised again.  I <my name> am therefore Christ’s ambassador  (2 Corinthians 

5:14,15,18—personalized).  

 

Personalize the following Bible passages: 

John 15:4-8  

Ephesians 2:8-10   

1 Corinthians 15:58   
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SCRIPTURE READINGS—The Great Commissions 

 

<Scripture Readings for the bulletin so the congregation can join in reading these> 

 

 

John 20:19–21  
19 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together,…Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, 
21

 “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 

 

Mark 16:15 
14

 Jesus appeared to the Eleven…
15

 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good 

news to all creation. 

 

Matthew 28:18–20 
18

 Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19

 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20

 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

Luke 24:44–47 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 

that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 Then he opened 

their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: 

The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness 

of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 

 

Acts 1:8 

8 “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
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Scripture Reading—The Great Commission(s) (with introductory comments) – Pastor’s copy 

John 20:21; Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 24:44-47; Acts 1:8 
[Options: 1) print out texts in bulletin; Pastor to read all the introductory comments, the members join in reading the texts, or 

2) [preferred] print out both comments and congregational reading of verses in bold (as below)] 

 

 

 

Minister: From the day Jesus rose from the dead until He ascended 40 days later, Jesus commissioned 

His disciples.  On five different occasions—again, and again, and again, and again, and again—Jesus 

stressed the magnitude and the importance of this commission.  Each time Jesus spoke to them, He more 

fully explained what He expected of His followers. 

 

On Easter evening, Jesus tells His followers that He is not merely leaving them in the world, He is 

sending them out into the world. Let us read together from John 20:19–21: 
19 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together,…Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, 
21

 “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 

 

A week later, Jesus stressed to the Eleven that the message of redemption and salvation is vitally 

important for all people. People everywhere need to hear this message or they can’t be saved. What is 

the magnitude of the task that Jesus placed on His believers? GO into all the world and share the 

Gospel person-to-person, with all creation.  Let us read together from Mark 16:15: 
14

 Jesus appeared to the Eleven…
15

 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good 

news to all creation.” 

 

With authority, with a mandate from God the Father and from Himself as God, Jesus empowered His 

followers and gave them the tools and the method to reach out. God would create faith through His 

Word and baptism. As they teach all of God’s Word, new believers will grow in faith and become active 

disciples who will live in the confidence that Jesus is with them. 

Let us read together from Matthew 28:18–20: 
18

 Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19

 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20

 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
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Shortly before His ascension, while stile in Jerusalem, Jesus stressed the message that His followers are 

to share. Everything in the Bible centers on Jesus. Keep everything centered on Jesus. Have people 

repent of their sins, and assure them of the complete forgiveness of their sins through the risen Jesus.  

Let us read together from Luke 24:44–47: 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 

that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 Then he opened 

their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: 

The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness 

of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 

 

At His ascension Jesus again addressed His disciples. Our sinful nature wants to rely on its own self-

confidence and abilities for success in ministry. But Jesus knew that His followers would be involved in 

a spiritual struggle that would be much more difficult than an Olympic competition. Our struggle is not 

only against authorities in this world, but it is against the powers of this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of satanic evil [Eph. 6:12]. Spiritual work requires spiritual power to achieve spiritual 

ends. Through the power of the Holy Spirit we receive divine empowerment and spiritual strength to be 

Christ’s witnesses right where we are, and at the same time reaching out to those around us, and at the 

same time taking the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Let us read together from Acts 1:8: 

8 “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
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What are the distinguishing marks of Christian discipleship? 
 

Many times Jesus Himself tells us what characteristics are the distinguishing marks of Christian 

discipleship.   

In Luke 9:23 Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he must <do this>.” 

In Luke 14:26 Jesus said, “If anyone does not <do this> he cannot be my disciple.”   

In Luke 14:27 Jesus again says, “Anyone who does not <do this> cannot be my disciple.” 

In Luke 14:33 Jesus says, “Any of you who does not <do this> cannot be my disciple.” 

In John 8:31 Jesus said, “If you <do this> you are really my disciples.”   

In John 13:35 Jesus states, “All men will know that you are my disciples, if you <do this>.” 

In John 15:8 Jesus stated, “When you <do this> you show yourselves to be my disciples.” 

 

Note that in all the above verses Jesus uses the actual word “disciple.”  Other verses also speak 

about following Jesus and what is involved – without using the specific word “disciple.”   

 

What are the distinguishing marks that Jesus Himself stated were the signs of truly being one of 

His disciples, one of His followers?  What are the marks of Christian discipleship?   

 

John 13:34,35 (NIV84) – “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, 

so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love 

one another.”  

 

Luke 9:23 (NIV84) – Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny 

himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.”  

 

Luke 14:25,26 (NIV84) – Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 

26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his 

brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple.”   

 

Luke 14:27 (NIV84) – “Anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple.”  

 

Luke 14:33 (NIV84) – “In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has 

cannot be my disciple.”   

 

John 8:31 (NIV84)  – To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my 

teaching, you are really my disciples.”   

 

John 15:5,8,16 (NIV84) – “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he 

will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 

fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. I chose you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.” 
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In all the above verses Jesus uses the actual word “disciple.”  Other verses also speak about 

following Jesus and what is involved – without using the specific word “disciple.”  Some of these 

verses follow: 

 

Luke 9:57–62 (NIV84) – As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow 

you wherever you go.” Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the 

Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” He said to another man, “Follow me.” But the man 

replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their 

own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Still another said, “I will follow you, 

Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family.” Jesus replied, “No one who puts 

his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”  

 

John 8:47 (NIV84) – “He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear 

is that you do not belong to God.”  

 

John 15:18-20 (NIV84) – “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you 

belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but 

I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember the words I 

spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute 

you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.” 

 

Colossians 3:16–17 (NIV84) 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

1 Peter 3:15 (NIV84) 

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect. 
 

 

While a pastor will want to teach his members all the ways they can live as disciples of Jesus, the 

following are some of the verses which stress that followers of Jesus will seek the lost:   

 

Psalm 96:1-3 (NIV84) – Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. Sing to the LORD, 

praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his 

marvelous deeds among all peoples.  

 

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV84) – Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age.” 

 

Mark 1:17 (NIV84) – “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 

 

Mark 13:7,8,10 (NIV84) – Jesus said to them: “When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be 

alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and 
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kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the 

beginning of birth pains…The gospel must first be preached to all nations.” 

 

Mark 16:15 (NIV84) – Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 

creation.” 

 

Luke 4:43 (NIV84) – Jesus said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to other towns 

also, because that is why I was sent.”  

 

Luke 10:2-3 (NIV84) – The Lord told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 

Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! I am sending you.” 

 

John 10:14,16 (NIV84) – “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me…I have 

other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and 

there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 

 

John 17:20, 21,23 (NIV84) – “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in 

me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 

May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

 

John 20:21 (NIV84) – “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”   

Note that the words of Jesus in John 20:21 can be combined with his words to Zacchaeus 

in Luke 19:10 where Jesus gives the reason why the Father sent him; then we have the following: 

“As the Father sent me, to seek and save the lost, I am sending you.”   

 

Acts 1:8 (NIV84) – Jesus said to them: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 

Acts 5:20 (NIV84) – 
 
“Go, stand in the temple courts, and tell the people the full message of this new 

life.” 

 

Acts 26:17-18 (NIV84) – Jesus replied, “I am sending you to the Gentiles
 
to open their eyes and turn 

them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness 

of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” 

 

Romans 10:9-15 (NIV84) – If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are 

justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, “Anyone who 

trusts in him will never be put to shame.” For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same 

Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.” 
 
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 

believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to 

them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 

those who bring good news!” 
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2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (NIV84) – God reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 

of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins 

against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s 

ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 

reconciled to God.   

 

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV84) – You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 

God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

 

Revelation 14:6 (NIV84) – Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to 

proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people.  
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Suggested books on Islam and reaching out to Muslims 

—Get all of these for your personal library and your church library— 

 
How To Respond to Muslims by Ernest Hahn   Concordia Publishing House. This 60 page book is well 

written, practical, easy to understand, and an excellent starting point to understand the origins of Islam, 

the difference between Islam and Christianity, and the “do’s and don’ts” of talking to Muslims.    

 

Speaking the Truth in Love to Muslims  by Roland Cap Ehlke   Northwestern Publishing House. 

This book is well researched. It provides background information on the Muslim religion and traces its 

spread. It covers the basic teachings and practices of Islam and compares Islam with the Christian faith.  

It also shows how we can share the love of Jesus with our Muslim friends and neighbors.  (There also is 

a DVD Bible Study course with Student Guide based on this book.) 

 

Engaging Islam by Georges Houssney   Treeline Publishing. 

The book  Engaging Islam by Georges Houssney  provides Scriptural motivation and is filled with 

practical ways a person can reach out to Muslims, both during a long-term friendship as well as during a 

single encounter.  Here is one excerpt from page 175:  

Once I was witnessing to a retired imam from Iraq. I asked him, “Are you sure you will 

go to heaven if you die today?” 

“No one can be sure,” answered Imam Hassan. 

I tried another approach. “Do you have insurance on your car?” 

Imam Hassan looked puzzled. “Of course I do, why?” 

“Are you current on your payments? Is your insurance policy in effect?” 

“Yes, I pay all my bills,” he answered, slightly taken aback that I would suggest 

otherwise. 

“So if you—God forbid—get into an accident, will the insurance company cover it?” 

Imam Hassan was now very curious as to where I was going with this line of reasoning. 

“Why, yes. Certainly.” 

I smiled, hoping that he would see the love that compelled me to make this next point. 

“Forgive me for saying this, but it seems to me that your insurance company is more trustworthy 

than your religion.”   

Imam Hassan paused for a few seconds. Then he crossed his arms.  Finally he admitted, 

“You are right.”   

Chapter nine “When you meet a Muslim” of Engaging Islam contains excellent practical suggestions for 

ways to reach out to Muslims.  The entire book is excellent.   

 

 

The Qur’an  

The Arabic version of the Qur’an is Islam’s “holy book.”  Many people are quick to talk about Islam, 

but they have not read the Qur’an.  Don’t believe someone else—read an English version for yourself.  

As you read about Islam and the Qur’an, you will be able to look up references yourself so you 

personally will know what the Qur’an teaches.   
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DO YOUR MEMBERS HAVE AN INTEREST IN ISLAM? 

ARE THERE ANY MUSLIMS IN YOUR COMMUNITY? 

 

We know that God wants us to “Go into all the world.”  As Muslims and people from 

various countries around the world come to North America, God is bringing the world to 

us—and Muslims are moving into both large and small communities throughout North 

America. 

 

To address this need of a growing mission field right in North America, the Outreach to 

Muslims committee called Missionary Pieter Reid as the WELS Outreach to Muslims 

Consultant for North America. Previously Missionary Reid and his wife Marlys worked 

with the Lutheran Church of Indonesia for 20 years; Indonesia has the largest Muslim 

population of any country.  

    

Do your members have an interest in Islam? —or— Are there any Muslims in your 

community?   

If you answered “yes” to either question, you will want to schedule a presentation. 

 

The Outreach to Muslims Consultant, together with his wife, are willing to have a 

general presentation for your congregation, LWMS, circuit, conference, or district. 

 The presentation includes: 

 General information on Islam 

 The threat of Islam 

 While Islam is a threat, individual Muslims are souls who need to be saved 

 We need to have the same attitude as Jesus toward individual souls 

 All of us have been called to carry out the mission of the church to seek the lost 

 We need to recognize and overcome any sinful prejudices we have toward 

Muslims 

 Practical ways that we can be active in reaching out to Muslims and others 

 The importance of involving women in doing outreach to Muslim women 

This general information can be shared in a single presentation or a weekend. The more 

time allowed, the more details that can be shared.  

 

The Outreach to Muslims Consultant will also assist congregations that have the 

desire to prepare and implement an outreach plan to Muslims in their area. 

 

The Outreach to Muslims Consultant will do everything possible to have as many general 

presentations as possible and to assist various congregations in developing a tailor-made 

plan to reach out to Muslims in their community. This service is available to all our 

WELS and ELS organizations and congregations in North America. While there is no set 

fee, those making use of this service will be asked to help cover or defray travel expenses 

as they are able. For presentations or assistance in outreach to Muslims, please contact 

Missionary Pieter Reid at  rev.preid@yahoo.com     Home phone: 608-837-3069 

mailto:rev.preid@yahoo.com
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Bringing the Gospel to Muslims 
 

There are more and more Muslims in both large cities and also smaller towns across 

America.   

 What is my attitude toward Muslims?  “Your attitude should be the same as that of 

Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5).  “God so loved the world…” and “God so loved the 

Muslim world…” Both statements are true.   

 How do I develop the attitude of Jesus?  I need to distinguish between the threat of 

Islam and showing care and concern for the soul of the individual Muslim.   

 What can I do in my community to reach out cross-culturally? 

These are some of the questions that will be addressed by Missionary Pieter and Marlys 

Reid in their general presentation, “Bringing the Gospel to Muslims.”   

 

Outreach takes place when Christians adopt the attitude of Jesus toward souls 

 “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5) 

  “The Lord does not want any to perish, but wants all to come to repentance” (2 

Peter 3:9) 

 “God so loved the world…” (John 3:16) 

 “The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost” (Luke 19:10) 

  “As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you!” (John 20:21) 
 

 

About our speakers 

Missionary Pieter Reid graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in 1977. His wife, 

Marlys, graduated from DMLC and has taught in five Lutheran elementary schools and also at 

the Jakarta International School. They have four grown children and five grandchildren. 

Missionary Reid had a variety of experiences serving as a parish pastor for 16 years. He served a 

home mission in northern Minnesota, a large established congregation in Wisconsin, and a dual 

parish in South Dakota. The Reids served for 20 years as world missionaries to Indonesia, the 

largest Muslim country. Missionary Pieter and Marlys Reid both have a passion for reaching out 

and a special place in their hearts for Muslims who need to hear about Jesus. Missionary Reid is 

now serving as the Outreach to Muslims Consultant for North America.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Missionary Pieter Reid     rev.preid@yahoo.com     Home phone: 608-837-3069 

 
October 15, 2013 

mailto:rev.preid@yahoo.com
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DO YOU WANT TO DEVELOP AN OUTREACH PLAN 

FOR MUSLIMS IN YOUR AREA? 

 

Muslims are moving into both large and small communities. How can they believe in Jesus and 

be saved, unless someone tells them about Jesus?  We all know that God wants us to “Go into all the 

world.”  As Muslims and people from various countries around the world come to North America, God 

is bringing the world to us. To address this need of a growing mission field right in North America, the 

Outreach to Muslims committee called Missionary Pieter Reid as the Outreach to Muslims Consultant 

for North America. Previously Missionary Reid and his wife Marlys worked with the Lutheran Church 

of Indonesia for 20 years; Indonesia has the largest Muslim population of any country.  

 

The Outreach to Muslims Consultant will assist congregations that have the desire to prepare and 

implement an outreach plan to Muslims in their area. 

This would include: 

 Bible studies on personal witnessing and outreach 

 Bible studies on developing a Christ-like attitude toward the souls of all people—including 

Muslims 

 Bible studies on being welcoming and accepting of all people 

 Studies on the teachings of Islam 

 Ways to present Jesus and Bible truths especially to Muslims 

 Local demographic studies 

 Determining the needs of people in the community as well as the gifts and resources of the 

members 

 Explaining the necessity for women to be involved in reaching out to Muslim women 

 Establishing an active women’s group that in addition to Bible study, fellowship, and service to 

the congregation, also provides services to the community so they can develop relationships with 

Muslim women who are part of our mission field and build bridges to sharing the Gospel 

 Discussing potential outreach methods, determining the best methods for the members to show 

Christian love to the Muslims in this community, and modeling these outreach methods 

 Formulating a tailor-made outreach plan as well as an assimilation plan for this specific 

congregation 

 

This assistance would be provided during five long weekends with workshops for the church 

leaders and members. The workshops would each build on the previous workshops over the course of 6 

months to 1½ years. This time frame allows for a growing process in our personal spiritual 

understanding; sufficient time to gather information, discuss various possibilities, and arrive at a 

consensus for the most appropriate plan of action; time for congregational involvement and action to 

achieve necessary benchmarks before proceeding; and time for the congregation to develop and begin 

implementing appropriate outreach and assimilation plans.  

 

     While funding from WELS is limited for this position and related travel, the Outreach to Muslims 

Consultant will do everything possible to have as many general presentations as possible and to assist 

various congregations in developing a tailor-made plan to reach out to Muslims in their community. This 

service is available to all our WELS and ELS organizations and congregations in North America. While 

there is no set fee, those making use of this service will be asked to contribute toward travel expenses. 

For presentations or assistance in outreach to Muslims, please contact Missionary Reid at  

rev.preid@yahoo.com        Home phone: 608-837-3069. 
 

October 15, 2013 

mailto:rev.preid@yahoo.com
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             I have a CERTAINTY   

 

Luke 1:3,4 – Since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good 

also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know THE 

CERTAINTY of the things you have been taught. 

 

As a Christian, I have a certainty and can offer this same certainty to others.  I am certain that I 

cannot save myself or even contribute toward my salvation but that God planned my salvation, Jesus 

accomplished my salvation, and the Holy Spirit brought me to faith assuring me of my salvation.  

Through faith in Jesus alone, I am certain that the penalty for my sin was paid in full by Jesus.  Through 

faith in Jesus alone I am certain that all my sins are forgiven, my guilt is removed, and I stand before 

God clothed in the perfect life of Jesus.  I am certain that God now views me in Christ and through 

Christ and because of Christ as a perfect person who is able to be in His holy presence.  I am certain that 

I am now living in a constant state of forgiveness; Satan can never accuse me because all my sins—the 

sinful nature I inherited, the sins I have committed in thoughts, words, and actions, the sins of omission 

when I didn’t live as God wanted, and all the sins I will still commit—all my sins were placed on Jesus 

the Lamb of God and I am completely forgiven.  I am certain that I am at peace with God.  I am certain 

God is my heavenly Father and I am His dear child.  I am certain that I can come to Him in prayer and 

He will listen and will answer in the way that is best for me.  I am certain that God created me and has 

given me gifts and abilities that I can now use as I carry out His plan for me.  I am certain that God is 

watching over me, aware of the minutest details in my life like how many hairs are on my head—and 

that He is aware of the major events in my life, and that God will use all the things that happen for my 

eternal good.  I am certain that I am no longer under the power and control of Satan but God the Holy 

Spirit lives in me and works through me.  I am certain that God has placed a hedge around me to protect 

me against all the spiritual forces of evil.  I am certain that Jesus is holding my in the palms of His hands 

and that no one can ever separate me from His love.  I have the certain hope that all of God’s promises 

are true and will come about just as He has promised.  I am certain that I have already crossed from 

death to life and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  I am certain the Lord God—Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit—is with me now and I will live forever in heaven.   

 

God wants you to know the certainty of your complete forgiveness in Christ and of all the blessings that 

are now yours.  God gave you His Word as His personal gift to you.  You can insert your name in His 

promises to you.  Let’s do that with the following certain promises from God Himself.  Write your name 

in the following blanks and cling to the sure promises of God! 

 

God assures me I have a certainty I am forgiven and I will go to heaven 
 

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name  (John 20:31)      

These are written that <insert my name> may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

by believing <my name> may have life in His name.      

These are written that   ____________________  may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that by believing   ____________________  may have life in His name  (John 20:31—personalized). 
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life  (John 3:16)     

For God so loved <my name> that He gave His one and only Son, that if <my name>  believes in Him, 

<my name>  shall not perish but <my name>  shall have eternal life      

For God so loved   ____________________  that He gave His one and only Son, that if  

____________________  believes in Him,   ____________________  shall not perish but that   

____________________  shall have eternal life  (John 3:16—personalized).  

 

 “I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands,” declares the Lord  (Isaiah 

49:15,16)         

“I will not forget <my name>! See, I have engraved <my name> on the palms of My hands,” declares 

the Lord      
“I will not forget ____________________!  See, I have engraved ____________________  on the 

palms of My hands,” declares the Lord  (Isaiah 49:15,16—personalized).  

 

This is what the LORD says, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are 

mine”  (Isaiah 43:1)        

“Fear not, for I have redeemed <my name>; I have called <my name> by name; <my name>, you are 

Mine”        

“Fear not, for I have redeemed ____________________; I have called ____________________ by 

name; ____________________ , you are Mine”  (Isaiah 43:1—personalized). 

 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you 

have eternal life  (1 John 5:13)        

I write these things to <my name> who believes in the name of the Son of God so that <my name>  may 

know that <my name> has eternal life       

I write these things to ____________________ who believes in the name of the Son of God so that 

____________________ may know that ____________________ has eternal life  (1 John 5:13—

personalized)       

 

The LORD declares, “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more”  (Jeremiah 

31:34)        

The LORD declares, “I will forgive <my name>’s wickedness and will remember <my name>’s  sins no 

more”  (Jeremiah 31:34)        

The LORD declares, “I will forgive ____________________’s wickedness and will remember 

____________________’s  sins no more”  (Jeremiah 31:34—personalized)    
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Who is a God like You, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his 

inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will again have compassion 

on us; You will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea  (Micah 

7:18,19)      

Who is a God like You, who pardons <my name>’s sin and forgives <my name>’s transgression? You 

do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy to <my name>. You will again have compassion on 

<my name>; You will tread <my name>’s  sins underfoot and hurl all <my name>’s  iniquities into the 

depths of the sea  (Micah 7:18,19)      

Who is a God like You, who pardons ____________________’s sin and forgives 

____________________’s transgression? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy to 

____________________. You will again have compassion on ____________________; You will 

tread ____________________’s  sins underfoot and hurl all ____________________’s  iniquities 

into the depths of the sea  (Micah 7:18,19—personalized)     

 

There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus  (Romans 8:1)      

There is now no condemnation for <my name> who is in Christ Jesus      

There is now no condemnation for ____________________ who is in Christ Jesus  (Romans 8:1—

personalized)      

 

Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ  

(Romans 5:1)      

Since <my name> has been justified through faith, <my name> has peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ      

Since ____________________ has been justified through faith, ____________________ has 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ  (Romans 5:1—personalized)  

 

Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 

LORD forever  (Psalm 23:6)      

Surely goodness and love will follow <my name> all the days of <my name>’s life, and <my name>  

will dwell in the house of the LORD forever      

Surely goodness and love will follow ____________________ all the days of 

____________________’s life, and ____________________ will dwell in the house of the LORD 

forever  (Psalm 23:6—personalized)     
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“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not 

be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life”  (John 5:24)      

“I tell you the truth, since <my name> hears My word and believes Him who sent Me, <my name> has 

eternal life and <my name> will not be condemned; <my name> has crossed over from death to life”     

 

“I tell you the truth, since ____________________ hears My word and believes Him who sent Me, 

____________________ has eternal life and ____________________ will not be condemned; 

____________________ has crossed over from death to life”  (John 5:24—personalized)      

 

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they shall 

never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand”  (John 10:27-28)      

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them. One of them is <my name>. They follow Me and <my 

name> follows Me. I give <my name> eternal life, and <my name> shall never perish; no one can snatch 

<my name> out of My hand”      

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them. One of them is ____________________. They follow 

Me and ____________________ follows Me. I give ____________________ eternal life, and 

____________________ shall never perish; no one can snatch ____________________ out of My 

hand”  (John 10:27-28—personalized)      

 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 

dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die”  (John 11:25,26)      

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. If <my name> believes in Me <my name> will live, 

even though <my name> dies; and because <my name> lives and believes in Me <my name> will never 

die”      

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. If ____________________ believes in Me 

____________________ will live eternally, even though ____________________ dies physically; 

and because ____________________ lives spiritually and believes in Me ____________________ 

will never die the eternal death”  (John 11:25,26—personalized)  

 

In my Father’s house are many rooms. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 

take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. Because I live, you also will live  (John 14:2,3,19)     

 

In My Father’s house are many rooms. And if I go and prepare a place for <my name>, I will come back 

and take <my name> to be with Me that <my name> also may be where I am. Because I live, <my 

name> also will live.      

In My Father’s house are many rooms. And if I go and prepare a place for __________________, I 

will come back and take ____________________ to be with Me that ___________________ also 

may be where I am. Because I live, ____________________ also will live  (John 14:2,3,19—personalized)      



38 
 
 

 Even though there are times when I might not feel saved, whenever my heart condemns me, what 

is important is not how I feel but how God feels toward me.  

Whenever our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and He knows everything  (1 John 3:20)     

 

Whenever <my name>’s hearts condemn him/her, God is greater than <my name>’s  hearts, and He 

knows everything  (1 John 3:20)      

Whenever ____________________’s heart condemn him/her, God is greater than 

____________________’s  heart, and He knows everything  (1 John 3:20—personalized)      

 God who knows all things, knows that Christ’s victory is my victory.  God has promised me that 

I am completely forgiven.  

 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you 

have eternal life  (1 John 5:13)      

I write these things to <my name> who believes in the name of the Son of God so that <my name> may 

know that <my name> has eternal life      

I write these things to ____________________ who believes in the name of the Son of God so that 

____________________ may know that ____________________ has eternal life  (1 John 5:13—

personalized)    

 

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ  (1 Corinthians 15:57)      

Thanks be to God! He gives <my name> the victory through <my name>’s Lord Jesus Christ      

Thanks be to God! He gives ____________________  the victory through _______________’s 

Lord Jesus Christ  (1 Corinthians 15:57—personalized)    

 

Thank God that He gives us THE CERTAIN VICTORY through Jesus our Savior. 

Thank God that He gives ____________________  THE CERTAIN VICTORY through  

                                                                Jesus our Savior. 

God’s promises are true.  Through Jesus my Savior, I AM CERTAIN I will go to heaven! 

 

May I share this certainty with others! 

 

 

 

 

 
The original Bible passages are from the NIV84 
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