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WHY ASK THE QUESTION?

Old Testament Genocide & Islamic Jihad
Aren’t They Basically The Same Thing?
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Why discuss the question?

� Can there be any other answer but “NO”?

� The answer can only be truly understood by believers in 
Christ.

� Not all believers understand the answer.

Why don’t they?

Why discuss the question?

� Profitable to understand the problem behind the 
question and to plan our response.
� More than questioning why God could ALLOW death

� Darfur, Rwanda, Jewish Holocaust, abortion, children starve

� How could God COMMAND annihilation

�Many  Canaanite Nations

� Jericho

� Sodom & Gomorrah

� A certain gender and classification of people (firstborn sons in Egypt)

� The whole world except Noah and his family.
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Why discuss the question?

� How can we call God a “loving God” if he not only 
allows such pain and death, but in Scripture actually 
commands it?

� Are these words of Scripture true?

1 John 4:8, “Whoever does not love does not know 
God, because God is love.”

Why discuss the question?

� How can we call God a “loving God” if he not only 
allows such pain and death, but in Scripture actually 
commands it?

� Are these words of Scripture true?

1 John 4:16, “And so we know and rely on the love 
God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love 

lives in God, and God in him.”
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Why discuss the question?

� How can we call God a “loving God” if he not only 
allows such pain and death, but in Scripture actually 
commands it?

� Are these words of Scripture true?

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

PROBLEMPROBLEM RESPONSERESPONSE

Doubting God’s 
Love

Misunderstanding 
of Scripture

LISTEN

Why discuss the question?
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PROBLEMPROBLEM RESPONSERESPONSE

Doubting God’s 
Love

Misunderstanding 
of Scripture

UNDERSTAND 
THE BURDEN 
ON THEIR 

CONSCIENCE

Why discuss the question?

PROBLEMPROBLEM RESPONSERESPONSE

Doubting God’s 
Love

Misunderstanding 
of Scripture

PREACH THE 
GOSPEL

Why discuss the question?
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WHAT IS JIHAD?

Old Testament Genocide & Islamic Jihad 
Aren’t They Basically The Same Thing?

What is Jihad?

Video Presentation

Obsession
Radical Islam’s War Against The West

Obsession is a film about the threat of Radical Islam to Western 
Civilization.  Using unique footage from Arab television, it 

reveals an ‘insider’s view’
of the hatred the Radicals are teaching, their incitement of 

global jihad, and their goal of world domination.

www.obsessionthemovie.com
Play Movie Clip
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What is Jihad?

� Compare what you just saw on the video to other 
definitions or statements concerning Jihad.

This first definition comes from the website 
www.islamfortoday.com in a document “25 

Questions Asked About Islam” by an American 
doctor, Shahid Athar , who has authored over 60 

articles and 5 books about Islam.

What is Jihad?

The word "Jihad" means struggle, or to be specific, 
striving in the cause of God. Any struggle done in 
day-to-day life to please God can be considered 
Jihad. One of the highest levels of Jihad is to stand 
up to a tyrant and speak a word of truth. Control of 
the self from wrong doings is also a great Jihad. One 
of the forms of Jihad is to take up arms in defense of 
Islam or a Muslim country when Islam is attacked. 
This kind of Jihad has to be declared by the religious 
leadership or by a Muslim head of state who is 
following the Quran and Sunnah.  
http://www.islamfortoday.com/athar02.htm
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What is Jihad?

� Compare what you just saw on the video to other 
definitions or statements concerning Jihad.

This next definition comes from 

The Times of India in 2001

Source: REUTERS

This article previously appeared in The Times of India on Thursday, November 
22, 2001.

http://www.islamfortoday.com/jihad01.htm

What is Jihad?

The Times of India  

Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is:

� The Arabic word Jihad is often translated as holy 
war, but a more accurate translation is holy struggle. 
Islamic scholars say the term holy war was actually 
coined in Europe during the Crusades to mean a war 

against the Muslims.
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What is Jihad?

The Times of India  

Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is:

� In a purely linguistic sense, the word Jihad means 
struggling or striving. There are two different, 

unrelated words which mean war.

What is Jihad?

The Times of India  
Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is:

� In a religious sense, as described by the Koran and 
teachings of the Prophet Mohammed, Jihad means 

striving for the benefit of the community or the restraint 
of personal sins. It can refer to internal as well as 
external efforts to be a good Muslim, or believer. 

Scholars say it primarily refers to efforts to improve 
oneself.
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What is Jihad?

The Times of India  

Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is:

� Jihad is a religious duty.

What is Jihad?

The Times of India  
Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is:

� If Jihad is required to protect the faith against others, it 
can be performed using anything from legal, diplomatic 
and economic to political means. If there is no peaceful 
alternative, Islam also allows the use of force, but there 
are strict rules of engagement. Innocents -- such as 

women, children, or invalids -- must never be harmed, 
and any peaceful overtures from the enemy must be 

accepted.
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What is Jihad?

The Times of India  
Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is:

� Military action is therefore only one means of Jihad, and 
is very rare. To highlight this point, the Prophet 

Mohammed told his followers returning from a military 
campaign: "This day we have returned from the minor 

Jihad to the major Jihad," which he said meant 
returning from armed battle to the peaceful battle for 

self-control and betterment.

What is Jihad?

The Times of India  

Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is:

� In case military action appears necessary, not everyone 
can declare Jihad. The religious military campaign has to 
be declared by a proper authority, advised by scholars, 
who say the religion and people are under threat and 
violence is imperative to defend them. The concept of 

"just war" is very important.
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What is Jihad?

The Times of India  

Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is:

� The concept of Jihad has been hijacked by many political 
and religious groups over the ages in a bid to justify 

various forms of violence. In most cases, Islamic splinter 
groups invoked Jihad to fight against the established 

Islamic order. Scholars say this misuse of Jihad
contradicts Islam.

What is Jihad?

The Times of India  

Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is:

� Examples of sanctioned military Jihad include the 
Muslims' defensive battles against the Crusaders in 
medieval times, and before that some responses by 
Muslims against Byzantine and Persian attacks 
during the period of the early Islamic conquests.
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What is Jihad?

The Times of India  

Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is Not:

� Jihad is not a violent concept.

What is Jihad?

The Times of India  

Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is Not:

� Jihad is not a declaration of war against other religions. 
It is worth noting that the Koran specifically refers to 

Jews and Christians as "people of the book" who should 
be protected and respected. All three faiths worship the 
same God. Allah is just the Arabic word for God, and is 

used by Christian Arabs as well as Muslims.
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What is Jihad?

The Times of India  

Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is Not:

� Military action in the name of Islam has not been 
common in the history of Islam. Scholars say most 
calls for violent Jihad are not sanctioned by Islam.

What is Jihad?

The Times of India  

Jihad – Looking Beyond The Myths

What Jihad Is Not:

� Warfare in the name of God is not unique to Islam. 
Other faiths throughout the world have waged wars 

with religious justifications. 
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WHAT IS OLD TESTAMENT 
GENOCIDE?

Old Testament Genocide & Islamic Jihad
Aren’t They Basically The Same Thing?

What is Old Testament Genocide?

� Genocide by dictionary definition is – The deliberate 
killing of a racial, political, or cultural group.

� Examples from Old Testament Scriptures

Genesis 6-7

The Account of Noah
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What is Old Testament Genocide?

� Genocide by dictionary definition is – The deliberate 
killing of a racial, political, or cultural group.

� Examples from Old Testament Scriptures

Genesis 18-19

The Account of Sodom and Gomorrah

What is Old Testament Genocide?

� Genocide by dictionary definition is – The deliberate 
killing of a racial, political, or cultural group.

� Examples from Old Testament Scriptures

Exodus 11-12

The Firstborn of Egypt
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What is Old Testament Genocide?

� Genocide by dictionary definition is – The deliberate 
killing of a racial, political, or cultural group.

� Examples from Old Testament Scriptures

Joshua 6 

Jericho

What is Old Testament Genocide?

� Genocide by dictionary definition is – The deliberate 
killing of a racial, political, or cultural group.

� Examples from Old Testament Scriptures

Joshua 8-12

Canaanite Nations



1/23/2009

18

God’s Reasons for Genocide

God has the right to punish evil.  

Sinners have sinned against him. Human opinion about 
and justification of God’s actions is not required.  God is 

almighty and his will is always done.

Psalm 51:4  “Against you, you only, have I sinned and 
done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved 
right when you speak and justified when you judge.” 

Romans 12:19 “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave 
room for God's wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to 
avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.”

God’s Reasons for Genocide

God has promised to protect his chosen people.

From rescuing Noah, to bringing his people out of Egypt, to 
driving the Canaanites out before them, to the final coming 

of Christ, God will protect his own, even if that means 
destroying the wicked.

Mark 13:20 If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one 
would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has 
chosen, he has shortened them.
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God’s Ultimate Goal

God’s Ultimate Goal is to SAVE

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.”

2 Peter 3:9, “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

God’s Ultimate Goal

God’s Ultimate Goal is to SAVE

Before God brings justice he brings opportunity to see his 
power, know his name, hear his Word and come to faith in 
the only true God.  

The people in Noah’s day had years 

to watch the ark being built. 
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God’s Ultimate Goal

God’s Ultimate Goal is to SAVE

Before God brings justice he brings opportunity to see his 
power, know his name, hear his Word and come to faith in 
the only true God.  

The people of Sodom and Gomorrah had the witness of Lot 
and his family living among them.

God’s Ultimate Goal

God’s Ultimate Goal is to SAVE

Before God brings justice he brings opportunity to see his 
power, know his name, hear his Word and come to faith in 
the only true God.  

The people of Egypt watched plague after plague 

come and go.
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God’s Ultimate Goal

God’s Ultimate Goal is to SAVE

Before God brings justice he brings opportunity to see his 
power, know his name, hear his Word and come to faith in 
the only true God.  

The people of Jericho watched the Israelites marching around 
and around their walls for days.

God’s Ultimate Goal

God’s Ultimate Goal is to SAVE

Before God brings justice he brings opportunity to see his 
power, know his name, hear his Word and come to faith in 
the only true God.  

The Canaanite tribes knew the Israelites were coming.  

They had opportunity to leave or repent.
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God's Plan and PurposesGod's Plan and Purposes Allah’s Plan and PurposesAllah’s Plan and Purposes

� God has the right to 
punish evil

� God has promised to 
protect his chosen 
people

� God’s ultimate goal is 
to save

� Struggle with self

� Holy struggle

� Stand up to those 
against Allah’s word

� Take up the cause in 
defense of Islam

� Religious Duty

� Can include violent war

Old Testament VS. Islamic Jihad

Is there a difference?

Many Muslims believe they are sincerely following 
their faith when they kill in the name of Allah.  They 
feel they are defending their religion and their God.  
They feel they are, at Allah’s command, punishing 
the evil, protecting their own, and ultimately gaining 
reward in the next life.

To them it’s very similar, if not exactly the same as 
what Christians have done in the name of their God.
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Are Old Testament Genocide and Islamic Jihad 
basically the same thing?

No, they cannot be.  War and violence in the name of a 
false god cannot be the same thing as just 
punishment brought upon a people by the will of the 
true God.

FAITH

TRUST IN GOD’S WORD

Are Old Testament Genocide and Islamic Jihad 
basically the same thing?

An unbeliever will never accept God’s reasons because 
acceptance comes from faith in the true God who has 

revealed himself to us in Holy Scripture

Isaiah 55:8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways," declares the 

LORD.
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Faith Brings Clarity

� Who are we to say that someone else is wrong and we are 
right?
� It is not us speaking, but we speak what we have learned from God’s 
holy Word.

Matthew 10:19-20, “At that time you will be given what to say, for it will 
not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through 

you.”

John 17:17, “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.”

John 14:6, “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life’.”

Faith Bring Clarity

� Islam claims to be a religion of peace.  Test their claims and actions 
against what God says about those who follow the true God.

Galatians 5:19-25, The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; 
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I 
warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against 
such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we 
live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
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Faith Bring Clarity

� Islam claims to be a religion of peace.  Test their claims and actions 
against what God says about those who follow the true God.

Romans 12:14-21 “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 
mourn. Live in harmony with one another… Do not repay anyone 
evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room 
for God's wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will 
repay,’ says the Lord.  On the contrary: 

‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.’  Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

Summary

Old Testament Genocide and Islamic Jihad can never 
be the same for in essence they are different.  Old 
Testament Genocide was carried out or commanded 
by the Almighty God.  Islamic Jihad is done in the 
name of a false god.  

Whether the struggle is a peaceful internal struggle as 
some insist or the acts of violent people who seek to 
terrorize the world in the name of religion and a false 
god, jihad will never be acceptable to the Lord and, 
therefore, cannot be equal to his acts of divine justice 
and mercy.
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Summary

There is no comparison between the word of a false 
prophet and a religion based on his word and the 
Word of the Lord.

Jeremiah 23:28, “Let the prophet who has a dream 
tell his dream, but let the one who has my word 
speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with 
grain?" declares the LORD.”

Listen…Understand…

God in specific circumstances commanded his people 
to wipe out peoples and nations.  This was his will.

God administering judgment does not negate his love.  
In love he judges justly to protect his chosen people.

God has given us governments to carry out justice in 
this world. (Romans 13)  God does not call on us to 
start “holy wars” in his name today.
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Preach the Gospel

God does call on us to share his law and gospel to bring the 
world to repentance and faith by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

Spoken to the Israelites but applicable to all nations and 
peoples today….let us remember the encouragement 
from Ezekiel.

Ezekiel 33:11 “Say to them, 'As surely as I live, declares the 
Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked, but rather that they turn from their 
ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why 

will you die, O house of Israel?”

Preach the Gospel

Finally we close with the clearest statement of God’s
love…

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

May the Holy Spirit erase all doubts from our hearts 
and fill us with confidence in the Lord’s 

wisdom and love.
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Presentation Available Online at:

www.popcopperfield.org/conference


