
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFERENCE WORSHIP: 
MOMENTS OF MEDITATION 

 

South Central District Pastor’s Conference 

Gathered at Camp Shiloh Lutheran Retreat, Pittsburgh Texas 

October 15-17, 2012 



2 

 

 

ABOUT THE SERVICES 

Opening Service (Monday, 11:00AM) This service does not feature one of the divine hours, but instead celebrates 

the full Divine Service with Holy Communion. The proper has been selected to emphasize the theme of the 

conference “Guard the Gift that was Entrusted to You.” Paul’s admonitions to Timothy and Titus are noted in the 

lessons, hymns and prayers. Presiding Minister: Wayne Fischer; Preacher: Jon Semro; Accompanist:____________ 

Evening Prayer (Monday, 5:30PM) This service incorporates a number of elements recognizable from the Vespers 

service. A new setting of the Phos Hilaron serves to set the tone as a service of light. Psalm 141 is offered in a 

setting for guitar, trumpet, and piano. The devotional focus is the armor of God which the Christian employs as 

protection from the darkness of the world. Devotion Leader: Andy Schroer 

Personal Devotion (Tuesday, 6:00AM) This service is offered in place of Prime and may be celebrated privately 

by conference participants before breakfast. The strong confessional nature of Prime is present, with time for self-

examination noted.  

Morning Devotion (Tuesday, 9:00AM) This service is modeled after Terce. The emphasis is the morning’s work 

and business now underway. The lesson, from Romans 12, calls God’s people to faithfulness and alertness as they 

place themselves into ‘sacrificial’ service to the Lord. Devotion Leader: Stephen Valleskey 

Midday Devotion (Tuesday, 12:00PM) This service is modeled after Sext and prepares the conference participants 

for the noon meal. Though the prayers foreshadow the labor and work of Christ (at None), here the emphasis is on 

the spiritual and physical strength which spiritual leaders require, as evidenced by 1 Peter 5. Devotion Leader: Eric 

Hartzell 

Afternoon Devotion (Tuesday, 3:00PM) This service is modeled after None and highlights the conclusion of the 

day’s business. The completed work of Christ features prominently into the prayers, but it also presented as the 

conclusion to Paul’s anxiety in Romans 7. Devotion Leader: Mark Gefaller 

Morning Praise (Wednesday, 9:00AM) The familiar phrases of the Matins service have been abbreviated for this 

morning’s devotion. Alternate renderings of Psalm 63 and the Te Deum for guitar, piano, and drum, are offered in 

place of the popular settings of NPH’s Morning Praise: New Service Settings. The true power of the service, 

however is supplied by the words of Colossians 3: Awake, O sleeper! Devotion Leader: Seth Dorn 

Closing Devotion (Wednesday, 11:00AM) Though this final service is celebrated in the late morning, it is modeled 

after the late night service of Compline. The themes of trust and security feature prominently both for those just 

before sleep and those just before travel. In both cases, we heed Paul’s words from 2 Corinthians 4 and “fix our eyes 

on Jesus.” A simplified setting of the Nunc Dimittis has been borrowed from Supplement: Divine Service 2. 

Devotion Leader: Don Patterson 

 

A final note: These services make no claim of historical authenticity. Many are drastically summarized and collated. 

For instance, the comprehensive reading of the entire Psalter, an element that featured prominently in all the hours, 

is not offered. Instead, these services offered as a resource for personal devotion. In that effort, several of the 

services include optional hymns and alternate readings. Due to time constraints, these will not be used at the 

conference but are offered to the reader’s personal use. For more resources, cf. Treasury of Daily Prayer, available 

from CPH. 
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THE DIVINE OFFICE 

MATINS (4:00AM) The office of Matins was initially a night office, celebrated sometime after midnight. As 

morning prayers comprised a large part of Jewish religious life (Mark 1:35-38), Matins were quick to be observed 

by both the clergy and the laity of the early church. Matins’ chief characteristic was meditation upon the divine 

Word, with lessons and additional psalms comprising the bulk of the service. Several texts were soon linked with its 

celebration: the supplication of Psalm 63, the invitation of the Venite (Psalm 95), and the stout confession of the 

hymn Te Deum Laudamus were all in common usage before the Fifth Century.   

LAUDS (5:00AM) was celebrated at dawn, as all creation awoke to greet the coming day. In contrast to the 

devotional character of Matins, Lauds is marked by praise and thanksgiving to God, the Creator and Redeemer.  As 

The night office continued to be observed closer and closer to dawn (in the interest of longer periods of sleep for the 

monks), Matins and Lauds eventually fused into a single service. By the time of the Reformation, the two services 

were indistinguishable, resulting in a service of Morning Praise entitled “Matins,” still in use among us today. 

PRIME, (6:00AM) After returning from Matins and Lauds, the idler monks tended to oversleep their morning 

duties and stay in bed until Terce. Eventually, more fervent monks called for a service which would oblige their 

brothers to rise with the sun. Prime marked the first hour of the day, though it was the last of the services to be 

added to the monastic cycle. It is characterized by supplication at the beginning of the day’s work. Prime was rarely 

observed outside the monastery, though some efforts were made to encourage its public use after the Reformation.  

TERCE (9:00AM) was commonly considered the first of the ‘little hours,’ and reflected the ancient practice of 

dividing the day into watches, the first of which concluded three hours after dawn. Christians observed Terce as a 

time for private prayer and reflection upon the psalms. The Apostles considered it a time for alertness and 

attentiveness. (Acts 2:14-21) In more ‘lax’ monasteries, the conclusion of Terce often signified the beginning of the 

day’s labor; visitation of the sick, initiation of novices, and the daily management of the fields and buildings.  

SEXT (12:00PM) Jews and Gentiles considered the sixth hour of the day, the midpoint between the rising and 

setting of the sun, to be an hour favorable to prayer and meditation upon the psalms. We see that Peter was in the 

habit of observing it. (Acts 10) Much of the character of sext is due to the association with the sixth hour of Good 

Friday, when God covered the earth with Calvary’s darkness, thereby covering the earth with his mercy through 

Christ’s completed sacrifice. (Luke 23:44)  

NONE (3:00PM) is last of the ‘little hours.’ Among the ancients, this mid-afternoon hour was regarded as the close 

of the day's business and the time for baths and preparation before supper. The ninth hour marked the conclusion of 

Christ’s work of atonement, an feature which was identified in church both East and West. Below, the Ninth Hour 

Prayer of Basil the Great emphasizes the Christian’s meditation upon Christ’s work as he asks the Lord’s mercy and 

blessing upon his own daily tasks, now quickly coming to conclusion.   

VESPERS (5:00PM), or eventide, can trace its roots into the worship life of the temple. The words of Psalm 141 not 

only afford evidence of this fact but also define the character of evening prayer: as the world slips into darkness, the 

Christian calls upon the Lord for aid and support. Before the advent of monasticism, Vespers was frequently 

celebrated by both clergy and the laity.  Lutheran churches did much rescue Vespers from the monastery, with the 

Sunday’s service enjoying broad popularity in cities like Leipzig and Lübeck.  

COMPLINE (9:00PM) draws its name from the completion of the day, and served as the Christian’s final prayers 

before rest at night. The central theme of trust in the Lord’s security during the hours of darkness. Though many 

Protestant celebrations of Vespers simply incorporated these themes from Compline, (resulting in the “Evensong” 



4 

 

service in English churches) the past several decades have seen a reinstatement of the final office, particularly 

among Lutheran churches.  

OPENING SERVICE 
With Holy Communion 

Monday, October 15 11:00AM 

 

 

OPENING HYMN  With the Lord Begin Your Task 

 Christian Worship 478 

 
STAND  

 

INVOCATION 

 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C:  Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 

ABSOLUTION 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ 

even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:  

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY   

Kyrie 

  

M:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sustain body 

and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be brought 

to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
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C:  Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await your return, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

M:  Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C:  Amen. 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD Tune: CW 591  

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

1 All glory be to God on high! 

Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

We praise you for your peace and grace, 

Your favor toward our fallen race. 

 

3 O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

You take all human sin away. 

Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  

From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 

 

2 Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 

For your great glory, heav’nly King, 

For all, O Father, you have done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 

 

4 You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 

The Father’s glory you made known. 

We by your Spirit sing again: 

“All glory be to God!” Amen. 

 

 

THE WORD 
 

SALUTATION 

 

M:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: Let us pray. 

O almighty God, you have always given your Church faithful shepherds to feed and nourish your flock. 

Grant that all pastors may rightly preach your Word and administer your sacraments that your people may 

be guided in the way that leads to eternal life: through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 1

 

C:  Amen. 

 

BE SEATED  

 

FIRST LESSON   2 Chronicles 34:14-21; 29-32 

 Josiah holds the Word of God in solemn trust. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Prayer for the Feast of St. Timothy  
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 1 

 Christian Worship, p. 64 

 
 

Refrain 

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked* 

 or stand in the way of sinners. 

 

But his delight is in the law of the LORD,* 

 and on his law he meditates day and night. 

 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season* 

 and whose leaf does not wither; whatever he does prospers. 

 

Refrain 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,* 

 nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

 

For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,* 

 but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

SECOND LESSON 1 Timothy 6:17-21 

 Paul’s charge to Timothy: guard what has been entrusted! 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

M: Alleluia! Alleluia!  

C: Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the Word of Christ.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

STAND 

 

As the Gospel is introduced: 

M: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter twenty-five.  

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 24:42-47
2
 

 Those who are wise are careful with the gifts entrusted to them 

After the Gospel: 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray 

 Christian Worship 472 

 

SERMON  

 

STAND  

 

NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

                                                           
2
 Gospel for the Feast of St. Titus 
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

OFFERING 

 

STAND  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

    hallowed be your name,  

    your kingdom come,  

    your will be done  

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those  

who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

    and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE 

 

M:  The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 

 

M:   Lift up your hearts. 

C:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
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M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:   It is good and right so to do. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we 

may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 

Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Tune: CW 538  

Sanctus 

1 O holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 

In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 

Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 

Receive our fervent cry. 

 

2 Hosanna in the highest! 

How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming 

To set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation 

And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage— 

Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my (+) 

blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen.  

 

LAMB OF GOD Tune: CW 538 

Agnus Dei  

  

O Lamb of God most holy,  

we call on you this day  

O Lamb of God most holy,  

you take our sins away 

From sin and death and torment  

you grant the world release 

O lamb of God most holy,  

Grant us your promised peace 

 

BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
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STAND 

 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to eat and to 

drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our 

love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your 

guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
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Evening Prayer 
The hour when the Christian guards himself  

against the evening darkness 

Monday, October 15 5:30PM  

STAND 

RESPONSORY 

L:   Jesus Christ is the Light of the World 

C:  The light no darkness can overcome 

L:   Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening 

C:   and the day is almost over 

L:   Let your light scatter the darkness 

C:   and illumine your church. 

CANTICLE O Light, Whose Splendor Thrills (Phos Hilaron) 

 Carl P. Daw, Jr. 

 
 

L:  Lord God, we thank you for this day now drawing to a close. Stay with us and warm our hearts with your 

forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith burning brightly that we may walk in the light of 

your presence through the darkness of this world. Come and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. 
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C:  Amen. 

BE SEATED 

 

PSALM At Nightfall (Psalm 141) 

 Paul Lisicky 

 

L:  Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may sing your praise 

in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

LESSON Ephesians 6:10-20 

 

The Magnificat or another hymn may be sung. 

 

PRAYER 

    

M:  In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:  

 

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and for the 

strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for joy in doing 

your will, we pray, O Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and health to this and 

every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind, and spirit, 

and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

(etc.) 
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M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose souls are now at 

rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care. Be our 

shield and strength, O Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

L: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

C: Amen. (spoken) 

 

CLOSING HYMN  The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Is Ended 

  Christian Worship 594 

 

1  The day you gave us, Lord, is ended; 

    The darkness falls at your request. 

    To you our morning hymns ascended; 

    Your praise shall sanctify our rest. 

 

3  As over continent and island 

    Each dawn leads to another day, 

    The voice of prayer is never silent, 

    Nor do the praises die away. 

 

2  We thank you that your Church, unsleeping 

    While earth rolls onward into light, 

    Through all the world her watch is keeping 

    And never rests by day or night. 

 

4  So be it, Lord; your throne shall never, 

    Like earth’s proud kingdoms, pass away. 

    Your kingdom stands and grows forever 

    Until there dawns your glorious day. 
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Personal Devotion 
The hour when the Christian prepares himself  

for the day ahead  

Tuesday, October 16 6:00AM 

A hymn may be sung O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright (opt.) 

 Christian Worship 586 

 

INVOCATION 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

PSALM Psalm 70 (alt. Psalm 130) 

Hasten, O God, to save me;  

O LORD, come quickly to help me.  

May those who seek my life  

be put to shame and confusion;  

may all who desire my ruin  

be turned back in disgrace.  

May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!”  

turn back because of their shame.  

But may all who seek you  

rejoice and be glad in you;  

may those who love your salvation always say,  

“Let God be exalted!”  

Yet I am poor and needy;  

come quickly to me, O God.  

You are my help and my deliverer;  

O LORD, do not delay.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

MEDITATION  1 Timothy 1:12-17(alt. Ephesians 5:8-14) 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his 

service. Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I 

acted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus.  

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of 

whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus 

might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Time for self-examination 
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CONFESSION 

I confess to you, God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed, through my own grievous fault.  

I therefore pray you to have mercy on me. 

Almighty God, have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and deliver me from all evil,  

confirm and strengthen me in all goodness, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, have mercy on me. 

Jesus Christ, Who is seated at the right hand of God, have mercy on me. 

Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, have mercy on me. 

 

PRAYER 

Other personal prayers may be said, concluding with Luther’s Morning Prayer 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept this night from all harm 

and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your 

hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no 

power over me. Amen.  

Then go about your work… 
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Morning Devotion  

The hour when the Christian  

sets about the day’s work. 

 

Tuesday, October 16  9:00AM 

 

A hymn may be sung  Now the Daylight Fills the Sky (opt.) 

 Christian Worship 583 

REMAIN SEATED 

INVOCATION 

 

L:   In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

PSALM Psalm 5 (alt. Psalm 144) 

L:   In the morning, O Lord, you hear my voice. 

C:   In the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation. 

L:   For you are not a God who is pleased with wickedness 

C:   with you, evil people are not welcome. 

L:   But I, by your great love, can come into your house; 

C:   In reverence I bow down toward your holy temple. 

L:   Let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy. 

C:   Spread your protection over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you. 

LESSON Romans 12:1-3 (alt. John 4:35-38) 

PRAYER  

L:  Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this day when the work of our 

calling begins anew, we implore you to create its beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its end, that 

all our doings may be preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing to you. 

C:  Amen.  

All: Our Father in heaven. Hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours now and forever. Amen.
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Midday Devotion 
The hour when the Christian pauses  

for refreshment of body and soul 

Tuesday, October 16 12:00PM 

A hymn may be sung “Feed your Children, God Most Holy” (opt.) 

 Christian Worship 616 

REMAIN SEATED 

INVOCATION 

L:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

PSALM Psalm 44 (alt. Psalm 23) 

L:   I will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will be on my lips. 

C:  I will glory in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 

L:   Glorify the Lord with me; 

C:   Let us exalt his name together. 

L:   I sought the Lord, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears. 

C:   This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; he saved him out of all his troubles.  

L:   Taste and see that the Lord is good;  

C:   blessed is the one who takes refuge in him. 

LESSON  1 Peter 5:8-11 (alt. Matthew 5:13-16)  

PRAYERS 

L: Blessed Savior, at this hour you hung upon the cross, stretching out your loving arms. Grant that all the 

peoples of the earth may look to you and be saved; and all for your mercy’s sake.  

Heavenly Father, direct and rule us according to your will, comfort us in all our afflictions and defend us 

from all error, and lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Holy Spirit, breathe life into our hearts that we may at all times render a fitting offering of thanks and 

praise for all your many gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

L:  God of mercy, this midday moment of rest is your welcome gift. Bless the work we have begun, make good 

its defects, and let us finish it in a way that pleases you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C:  Amen.  
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L:  God of grace, receive our thanks for the food which you have given from your gracious hand. Use it to 

strengthen our bodies, even as your blessed Word strengthens our souls. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C:  Amen.
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Afternoon Devotion 
The hour when the Christian gives thanks  

for work well done 

Tuesday, October 16 3:00PM 

A hymn may be sung.  “Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give” (opt.) 

 Christian Worship 542 

REMAIN SEATED  

INVOCATION 

 

L:   In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 

PSALM  Psalm 55 (alt. Psalm 90) 

L:   Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea 

C:   Hear me and answer me, for my thoughts trouble me and I am distraught. 

L:   I said, “Oh, that I had the wings of a dove! I would fly away and be at rest. 

C:   I would hurry to my place of shelter, far from the tempest and storm. 

L:   As for me, I call to God, and the Lord saves me. 

C:   Evening, morning, and noon I cry out in distress, and he hears my voice. 

L:   Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you. 

C:   He will never let the righteous be shaken.  

LESSON Romans 7:21-25a (alt. Luke 23:44-49)  

PRAYER 

L: O Master and Lord, Jesus Christ our God, you have had mercy on our faults and have graciously given us 

this present hour, in which, hanging upon the life-giving Cross, you finished the work of salvation, 

destroyed death by death, and opened the way to Paradise, even for thieves and beggars.  

Be merciful to us, O Lord Jesus Christ, for in our weakness we have sinned and transgressed, and we are 

not worthy to lift up our eyes to look at the height of heaven. We have forsaken the path of your 

righteousness and have walked according to the desires of our own hearts.  

But we pray that in your goodness, you would spare us, O Lord, according to the abundance of your mercy, 

and save us for the sake of your holy name, for our days have been consumed in selfishness. Rescue us 

from the hand of the evil one, forgive us our sins, and put to death our earthly desires, that putting off the 

old man, we may put on the new, and may live for you, our Master and Protector 
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For you, O Christ our God, are indeed the true joy and gladness of those who love you, and unto you we 

ascribe glory, together with the Father who is without beginning, and the most Holy, good and life-giving 

Spirit, now, forever, and to all eternity.  

C:   Amen.  
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Morning Praise 

The hour when the Christian awakes  

and rejoices with all creation 

Wednesday, October 17 9:00AM 

STAND 

 

RESPONSORY 

 

L:   Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 

C:   Let us shout aloud to the rock of our salvation. 

L:   Let us come before him with thanksgiving 

C:   Let us extol him with music and song. 

L:   The depths of the earth are in his hand, and the mountains belong to him; 

C:   The sea is his, for he made it; and his hands formed the dry land. 

L:   Come, let us bow down in worship and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

C:   He is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, the sheep of his hand. 

PSALM Psalm 63: As Morning Breaks (Psalm 108, alt.) 

 The Dameans 

 Please join to sing the refrains. The verses are sung by solo voice.  

 

 Refrain  

 
God, my God, it is you I seek; for you my soul is thirsting.  

Like a dry and weary land my spirit longs for you. Refrain 

 

I have sought your presence, Lord; to see your pow’r and glory,  

Lord, your love means more than life; I shall sing your praise. Refrain 

 

Thus will I bless you while I live, and I will call your name, Lord. 

 As with the riches of a feast, my soul is filled by you. Refrain 

 

Through the night I remember you for you have been my Savior. 

 In the shadow of your wings I will shout for joy. Refrain 

 

 



23 

 

BE SEATED 

 

LESSON Colossians 3:1-4 (alt. Philippians 4:4-7)  

 

STAND 

 

TE DEUM  Holy God, We Praise Your Name 

 Kent Reeder, Manuscript 

 

 

KYRIE 

M:   O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C:   And let my prayer come to you. 

M:   Kyrie, eleison, 

C:   Lord, have mercy on us. 

M:   Christe, eleison, 

C:   Christ, have mercy on us. 

M:   Kyrie, eleison, 

C:   Lord, have mercy on us.  
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PRAYER  

M:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this new day. 

Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin, nor run into any kind of 

danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C:   Amen. 

M:   Bless we the Lord. 

C:   Thanks be to God. 

M:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

C:   Amen.  

BE SEATED 
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Closing Devotion 
The hour when the Christian commends himself  

into the hands of his Lord 

Wednesday, October 17 11:00AM 

REMAIN SEATED 

RESPONSORY 

L:  It is good to give thanks to the Lord 

C:  to sing praise to your name, O Most High 

L:   To herald your love in the morning 

C:  Your truth at the close of day. 

L:   Keep me as the apple of your eye 

C:   Hide me in the shadow of your wings. 

HYMN “I Lie, O Lord, Within Your Care” 

 Christian Worship Supplement 781 

 (alt. “Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow” CW 587) 
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LESSON 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (alt. John 10:27-30)  

 

PRAYER 

 

M: O Lord, support us all day long, till the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is 

hushed and the fever of life is over and our work is done. Then in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging and a 

holy rest and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C:   Amen. 

STAND 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

    hallowed be your name,  

    your kingdom come,  

    your will be done  

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those  

who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  
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but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

    and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

RESPONSORY 

M:   Guide us waking, O Lord 

C:  And guard us on our way 

 

M:   That we may ever watch with Christ 

C:  And find rest in your promised peace. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS Tune: CW 538 

 O Lord, now let your servant 

  Depart in peace, assured: 

 For I have seen your promised 

  incarnate, saving Word— 

 A Light that will enlighten 

  All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 

 The brilliant, crowning glory 

  Of those in Israel! 

 

 All glory to the Father, 

  All glory to the Son,  

 All glory to the Spirit, 

  Forever three in one; 

 For as in the beginning, 

  Is now, shall ever be, 

 God’s triune name resounding 

  Through all eternity. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

L:   The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. 

C:   Amen. 

BE SEATED 
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