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WELS SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 

FALL PASTORAL CONFERENCE 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Mountain Home, Arkansas 

ABOUT THE SERVICES 

The Fall 2015 Pastor’s Conference explores themes of Christian freedom, based upon the truths of 

justification and borne out in the believer’s life of sanctification.  While our conference essays will 

focus primarily on the  sanctification, our conference worship will direct our attention to truth of 

justification.  The devotions for this conference are drawn from the End Time epistles and are 

accompanied by resources that may prove useful in upcoming worship planning. Our conference 

theme is drawn from the first lines of an anthem penned by Edvard Grieg, found on page 14 

 

Monday Morning: Opening Service 

God’s Son has Made Me Free from Satan’s Tyranny  

With the festival of the Reformation just around the corner, we’ll reflect on the freedom that God’s 

people enjoy when the Gospel is preached in all its purity.  Our order of service will be a modification 
of Luther’s Deutsche Messe of 1526, including an adaptation of the historic Reformation proper. 

Presiding Minister: Dave Kapler Preaching Minister: Mark Tiefel 

 

Monday Evening: Evening Prayer 

God’s Son has Made Me Free from Fear of Death 
Our devotion is based on the same text as the epistle for Saints Triumphant, year B (November 15, 

2015) We’ll join to sing well-known evening hymns as we ask God’s blessing on the concluded day.  
Devotion Leader: John Strackbein  

  

Tuesday Morning: Morning Praise 

God’s Son has Made Me Free from Bonds of Sin 
Our lesson will be useful in preparing for Last Judgment, year B (November 8, 2015) “The key to our 

certinaty in heaven is in the hands of our Great High Priest.  How do we know that death and 

judgment will be happy for us?... He never failed in life; he will not fail us in death; He will prove 
faithful…” Devotion Leader: Kevin Mau 

 

Tuesday Afternoon: Closing Service 

God’s Son has Made Me Free From All that Plauges my Soul Within 

We’ll close our conference with a text appointed to close the Christian year on the festival of Christ 

the King. Having a Savior like Jesus calms all the fears of Christians under stress and strain. We’ll join 

to sing of his eternal pleasures and ask his blessing on our travels home.  
Devotion Leader: Jeremy Belter  
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OPENING SERVICE 
MONDAY – 10:00AM 
 

OPENING HYMN   If God had Not Been on our Side | CW 202 

The opening hymn is found in the red hymnbooks, #202 

INVOCATION 

 ¶ Please stand. 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION 

M: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, confession has two parts: one is that 

we confess our sins, the other that we receive forgiveness from the pastor 

as from God himself, not doubting but firmly believing that our sins are 

thus forgiven in heaven.  

C: Before God I plead guilty of all my sins, even those I do not know. I 

am sinful from birth. When I consider my life, I admit that I have been 

disobedient, unfaithful, and lazy. I have hurt my brothers and sisters 

in word and deed. I am truly sorry for my sins and plead for God’s 

mercy.  

ABSOLUTION 

M: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for 

all. By the authority of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 

Luther’s service 

would have begun 

with an Introit – a 

setting of a psalm 

to be sung by choir 

or congregation. 

Here, we use 

Luther’s own 

paraphrase of 

Psalm 124 

Luther’s 

parishioners would 

have prepared for 

the German 

Service by visiting 

their pastor in a 

moment of private 

confession and 

absolution. Here is 

a paraphrase from 

Luther’s 

Catechism. 
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KYRIE Kyrie, God Father in Heaven Above | CW 266* 

M: O God our Heavenly Father, you created all things and preserve all 

things. You abound in love and mercy. Hear us as we cry to you: Lord 

have mercy! 

C: Kyrie, Eleison! 

M: O Christ our King, only Son of God, you came to bring salvation to all 

people. You are seated as our Mediator at the right hand of the Father, 

and intercede for us as we pray: Lord have mercy! 

C: Christe Eleison! 

M: O God the Holy Ghost, guard that gift which we most need: our faith. 

Strengthen us now and in the last hour of our lives, that we do not lose 

your promised blessings. Lord, have mercy! 

C: Kyrie Eleison! 

M: Give us gladness and grant us peace as we pray to you.  

C: Amen. 

GLORIA  All Glory Be to God on High | CW 263 

 

 

 

Luther’s original 

design for the 

German Service 

employed a very 

simple setting of 

the Kyrie. (Many 

may remember it 

from TLH p. 5)  

By 1541, Lutherans 

had an expanded 

form of the “Lord 

Have Mercy” in 

the hymn “Kyrie, 

Gott Vater”  

Here is a spoken 

adaptation of that 

hymn.  

Luther would have 

originally included 

the Gloria only the 

Latin service. As 

more and more 

vernacular settings 

of the canticle 

became available, 

the Gloria became 

common to nearly 

every service.   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you are the protector of all who trust in you, and 

without your grace we would be able to do nothing, let alone stand 

before you. Grant us your mercy this day, that by the power of your 

Word we may think, say, and do what is right and pleasing to you 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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THE WORD 

EPISTLE  Romans 3:19-28 
 We are set free by God’s freely given gift of grace.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Salvation unto Us has Come | CW 390 

The hymn of the day is found in the red hymnbooks, #390 

GOSPEL John 8:31-36 
 Believers are called to continue in the Word of truth which sets us free. 

Please stand for the reading of the gospel 

After the gospel is read:  

M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:    Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 Be seated 

CREDO  We All Believe in One True God |CW 270 

 

SERMON Romans 3:19-28 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Dear friends in Christ, since we are here assembled in the name of the 

Lord to receive his Holy Word, I admonish you first to lift your hearts to 

God and pray with me the Lord’s Prayer, as Christ our Lord has taught 

us, and as he has graciously promised to hear us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

The first Lutheran 

hymnal was 

published in 1524 

and contained only 

eight hymns, 

including 

Salvation unto Us 

has Come by Paul 

Speratus. Luther 

would continue to 

plead with poets 

and composers 

throughout 

Germany to 

produce singable 

hymns with clear 

gospel content.  

Luther 

recommended 

this paraphrase 

for teaching the 

Lord’s Prayer in 

the design of his 

1526 German 

Service 
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M: We pray that God our Father in heaven would look with mercy on us as we are his needy 

children on earth.  We pray that he would turn us from all false doctrine and evil living so that 

his name would not be dishonored among us. Instead, we pray that he would grant us the grace 

to honor his name through the pure teaching of his Word and through lives of faithful ministry 

to all the world 

C: Hear or prayer, O Lord, that your kingdom come, and your will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  

M: We pray that the kingdom of God may come to us and expand; that all who are lost in the 

darkness of sin and enslaved within the kingdom of the devil may be brought to know Jesus 

Christ, God’s Son, by faith, and that the number of Christians may daily be increased.  

C: Hear our prayer, O Lord, and give us today our daily bread.  

M: We pray that God would also give us our daily bread, preserving us from greed and selfishness, 

and helping us to trust that he will provide for all our needs.  

C: Hear our prayer, O Lord: forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

M: We pray that God would lead us to forgive others in the same way that we have been forgiven: 

that by his mercy our hearts may rest and rejoice in a good conscience before him, and that no 

past sin may ever threaten or alarm us.  

C: Hear our prayer, O Lord: lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   

M: We pray that God not allow us to be dragged off into temptation, but that he would help us by 

his Spirit to subdue the desires of our flesh, to despise the world and its ways, and to overcome 

the devil and all his plans. We then pray that God would deliver us from all evil, both of body 

and soul, now and forever.  

 ¶ Special prayers of intercession may follow. 

M: Finally, we pray as those who earnestly desire the things for which we ask, with trusting hearts 

which say ‘amen.’ With these words we cast aside all doubting, and rely on the promise of 

Christ, who said “whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will 

be yours.”  

C: Hear our prayer, O Lord, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever. Amen.  
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THE SACRAMENT 

M: Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:  as we gather to celebrate the Testament 

of our Lord, I admonish you to take to heart the words of Christ by which 

he imparted to us his body and blood for the remission of our sins. Let us 

remember and give thanks for his boundless love which he proved to us 

when he redeemed us from God’s wrath, from sin, death, and hell by his 

own precious blood. Let us faithfully confess that in this bread and wine – 

which is his body and his blood – we receive the pledge and guarantee of his 

forgiveness. In his name, therefore, and according to the command that he 

gave, let us use and receive this Sacrament:   

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 

and eat. This is my + body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

SANCTUS      Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old | CW 268 

Sung by the choir 

 

Isaiah, mighty seer in days of old, the Lord of all in spirit did behold: 

High on a lofty throne, in splendor bright, with robes that filled the temple courts with light. 

Above the throne were flaming seraphim; six wings had they, these messengers of him. 

With two they veiled their faces as was right, with two they humbly hid their feet from sight, 

And with the other two aloft they soared; one to the other called and praised the Lord: 

HOLY IS GOD, THE LORD OF HEAV’NLY HOSTS! 

HOLY IS GOD, THE LORD OF HEAV’NLY HOSTS! 

HOLY IS GOD, THE LORD OF HEAV’NLY HOSTS! 

HIS GLORY FILLS THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH! 

The beams and lintels trembled at the cry, 

And clouds of smoke enwrapped the throne on high. 

 

M: After they had eaten, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink from it all of you; this is my + blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever 

you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

Instead of the 

Preface which 

would have been 

familiar from the 

Latin service, 

Luther 

recommended an 

admonition such as 

this to prepare 

communicants. In 

Luther’s day, the 

bread would have 

been distributed 

separately, directly 

after each of the 

verba were 

spoken 

Luther’s German 

Sanctus can be a 

challenge to sing, 

but it is worth 

teaching to a 

congregation. 

Luther was happy 

to employ the 

talents of choirs 

and children to 

train 

congregational 

singing  
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AGNUS DEI Lamb of God, Pure and Holy | CW 268 

 

PRAYER  

M: We give you thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed our faith by this holy 

meal and Sacrament. By your grace, use it to strengthen our faith in you and our 

love toward one another. All these things we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  Lord Jesus Christ, You Set Us Free | CW 123 

Luther would have 

used a very simple 

setting of the 

Agnus Dei at the 

end of the service, 

very similar to the 

simple Kyrie which 

began it. Here’s an 

alternative: a well-

loved setting by 

Nikolaus Decius, 

published during 

Luther’s lifetime.   
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MONDAY EVENING DEVOTION 

 

HYMN Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow 
 CW 587 

 

RESPONSES  

 

Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.  

Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.  

 

Your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the 

noonday.  

The LORD will guide you always.  

 

Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more;  

the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end.   

 

On no day will the gates of the Holy City ever be shut,  

for there will be no night there.  

 

LESSON 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.* 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that 

you have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously 

keep me this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all 

things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no 

power over me. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (+), and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Amen.  
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TUESDAY MORNING DEVOTION 

HYMN O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright 
 CW 586  

 

RESPONSES  
 

In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice;  

in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation.  
 

We do not make requests of you because we are righteous,  

but because of your great mercy.  
 

May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;  

establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish the work of our hands.   

 

Let me live that I may praise you,  

and may your laws sustain me.  

 

LESSON Hebrews 9:24-28 

 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.* 

 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 

have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin 

and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I 

commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that 

the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ 

drive all hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and bodies; may Christ 

bind us to himself by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts. 

Amen. 
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CLOSING SERVICE 

RESPONSES 

 

I cry aloud to the LORD; 
I lift up my voice to the LORD for mercy. 
 

When my spirit grows faint within me, it is you who watch over my way. 
I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.” 
 

Listen to my cry,  for I am in desperate need; 
rescue me from those who pursue me, for they are too strong for me. 

 

Set me free from my prison,  that I may praise your name. 
I will shout for joy because of your goodness to me. 
 

LESSON Revelation 1:4b-8 

 

PRAYERS 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill 

our hearts with joy and peace as we look to that day when every creature in 

heaven and earth will acclaim you as King of kings and Lord of lords to your 

unending praise and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
 

Gracious God, we give you thanks for these past days, especially for the labor we 

were permitted to offer in service to you and to others. As this day quickly passes, 

we commit ourselves to your care. Into your mighty hands we entrust our work, 

our rest, and the road ahead.  To all these ways we confidently go, for you are our 

help, and you neither slumber nor sleep; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Hear us as we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

Bless we the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 



13 

May Almighty God bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure Eternal 

 CWS 711 
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GOD’S SON HAS MADE ME FREE 
 

God’s Son has made me free from Satan’s tyranny;  
From fear of death, and bonds of sin;  
From all the plagues my soul within.  

 

The holy One divine, Became a friend of mine. 
 From heaven high, from starry sky, He came to live, to die.  

O Boundless love, He came, He died, He rose forever glorified! 
 

 He came to give, to die, that I might live.  
From heaven high, from starry sky, He came to die, that I might live.  

Might live with Him eternally, God’s Son has made me free.  
 

Yes, free! Free, free, free! God’s Son has made me free. 
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NOTES: 

Opening Service: 

All Glory Be to God on High and Lamb of God Pure and Holy: from Christian Worship 

Electronic Edition. Copyright 2012 by Northwestern Publishing House. Used by 

permission. All rights Reserved. “Prayer of the Church” and “The Sacrament” 

adapted from “German Mass” Luther’s Works American Edition Volume 53. 

Copyright 1965 by Concordia Publishing House.  

Monday Evening Devotion: 

Evening Devotion from Christian Worship Supplement. Copyright 2008 by 

Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights Reserved. 

Tuesday Morning Devotion 

Morning Devotion from Christian Worship Supplement. Copyright 2008 by 

Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights Reserved. 

Closing Service 

Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure Eternal: From Christian Worship Supplement. 

Copyright 2008 by Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights 

Reserved. 

 


