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ABOUT THE SERVICES 
 
The Fall 2014 Pastoral Study Conference undertakes a study of the ministry of the Christian Church  
in the midst of the end times. It is not coincidental that the Christian Church focuses her attention 
on such a study each October and November. During the last weeks of the Christian calendar, 
Christians gather for worship, proclaiming God’s truth with confidence in the midst of conflict. The 
third of these End Time weeks celebrates the festival of Saints Triumphant and the joy that the 
Church Militant holds as she awaits her coming triumph. 
 
The opening service for this conference is offered as a model for those congregations celebrating the 
Third Sunday of End Time: Saints Triumphant. (November 16, 2014) The proper is comprised of the 
supplemental readings of Christian Worship Supplement: Year A. The opening hymn lends ones of 
its lines to the theme for this conference’s  worship: Christian Worship # 215: Jerusalem my Happy 
Home.  
Presiding Minister: Jeremy Cares; Conference Preacher: Paul Seager 
 
The three conference devotions further develop themes from the Festival of Saints Triumphant: 
 
Devotion One: (Thursday Afternoon) “Delivered from the Struggle”  
When God’s people feel overwhelmed by the stresses of this world, we are encouraged to keep in 
mind what joys await us. Such is the sentiment of the hymn: “There is a Blessed Home Beyond this 
Land of Woe” (CWS 729). The hymnwriter’s eager expectation matches that of the apostle Paul’s as 
we direct our attention to Philippians 3.   
Devotion Leader: Clint Rogas 
 
Devotion Two: (Friday Morning) “Gathered with the Faithful” 
Our second devotion relates an additional blessing shared by the saints of God.  Paul wrote to 
Christians in Thessalonica to remind them that at the moment of deliverance, they would also enjoy 
being ‘caught up’ with those who have already fallen asleep.  There is a Higher Thr. 
one (CWS 727) is a beautiful new setting which depicts that celebration of all the faithful. 
Devotion Leader: Dan Herold 
 
Devotion Three: (Closing Service) “Redeemed by the Lord” 
Our closing service brings to our attention one final glimpse of joy. What could be greater than the 
joy of being united with fellow believers? What could be greater than the joy of being rescued from a 
hostile world? Being united with Christ forever. The well-loved stanza of Lord, when Your Glory I 
Shall See (CW 219) echoes the words of Isaiah: Awake, Zion: for you shall be redeemed. As we lift our 
eyes to the hills and return to our homes, the Lord guides us on our way.  
Devotion Leader: Dave Kapler 

M. Tiefel 
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OPENING SERVICE 
Holy Communion 

 
 
OPENING HYMN Jerusalem, My Happy Home 
 Christian Worship 215 
DIALOG OF PRASE FOR SAINTS TRIUMPHANT 
 
M: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
 
C: Amen.  
 
P: O give thanks unto the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples!  

Sing to him, sing praises to him, tell of all his wonderful works!   
 
C: The works of the Lord are great and glorious.  His name is worthy of praise! 
 
P: O Father most holy, gather us together in the name of Jesus, that together with saints and 

angels we might adore as the Lamb on his throne and whose name is above every name.  
 
C: The works of the Lord are great and glorious.  May our mouths be filled with his 

praise! 
  
P: O Father most gracious, bring us together in the name of Jesus, that as ambassadors of the 

Crucified, we might faithfully proclaim the message of reconciliation.  
 
C: The works of the Lord are great and glorious.  Tell of all his wonderful deeds! 
 
P: O Father most merciful, forgive us in the name of Jesus, that in him we may be assured of 

your mercy.   
 
  For the times when we have failed to live as your holy ones 
  For the moments when our faith has wavered 
  For the occasions when our confession has fallen silent. 
 
C: For the sake of your name, forgive us, O Lord. 
 
 O Father eternal, unite us in the name of Jesus, that at your bidding we may enter the courts 

of your presence and the mansions of your paradise.   
 
C: The works of the Lord are great and glorious.  His love endures forever! 
 
P: To you, O Father, together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God from all eternity and 

to all eternity, be glory, wisdom, power, and dominion forever.   
 
C: Amen and amen! 
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SONG OF PRAISE CW 217  St. 1-4  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M:  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered 
from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we 
may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

 
C: Amen.  
 
BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 37:15-28 
 Saints who struggle will be gathered by the Almighty. 
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PSALM Psalm 122 
 Christian Worship Supplement 
 

 
 
 

Choir:  I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
Our feet are standing in your gates, O Jerusalem.         Refrain 

 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May those who love you be secure. 
May there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels.”    Refrain 

 
For the sake of my brothers and friends, I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your prosperity.   
 

All:   Glory be to the Father and to the Son / and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, / is now, and will be forever. Amen.     Refrain 

 
 
 
SECOND LESSON Revelation 19:1-9 

Triumphant saints gather around the throne of the Lamb. 
 
 
STAND 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13 

Faithful saints enjoy the wedding feast. 
 
 
As the gospel is introduced, join in the acclamation:  
M: The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter twenty-five. 
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C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 
  
After the gospel is read:  
 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
BE SEATED 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Wake, Awake for Night is Flying 
 Christian Worship 206 
 
SERMON 
 
STAND  
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
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We look for the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M:  Lord of eternity and King of saints, all the heavens adore you. Saints and angels sing before 

you. 
 
C:  We too join them to praise your majesty. 
 
M:  You clothe us with garments of splendor. You bless us with grace and mercy in this life and 

eternal glory forever. What undeserved love you show us! 
 
C:  We thank you, Lord, that you have made us your saints. 
 
M:  Encourage us by your gracious promises. Forgive our failures to live as you desire. 

Strengthen the faith of all who are weak and wandering. 
 
C:  Give us power to live as your faithful people. 
 
M:  Your saints will triumph forever in new heavens and a new earth. The sound of weeping and 

crying will be heard no more. We anticipate with joy an eternity of perfect fellowship with 
you. 

 
C:  Be with us as we work and witness for Christ, so that many more people can join us 

before your throne. 
 
 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
 Silent prayer. 
 
M:  Lord of life, the day is coming when you will come down from heaven with the voice of the 

archangel and the trumpet call of God. On that glorious day, the saints triumphant will rise 
in bright array, clothed in your perfect righteousness. 

 
C:  Give us strength until that day when we will share fully in the glory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Amen 
 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE 
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M: The Lord be with you.  
 
C: And also with you.  
 
M: Lift up your hearts.  
 
C: We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
 
C: It is good and right so to do.  
 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
preserves his Church to the end of time when he will come again as king to judge all people 
and take his own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Tune: Jerusalem the Golden 
     Sanctus CW 214 
 
        O holy, holy, holy 
        Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 
In countless ways recite. 
Hosanna! Come and save us,  
Lord God of hosts on high, 
And in your grace and mercy 
Receive our fervent cry. 

 

Hosanna in the highest! 
How truly blest is he 
Who in God’s name is coming 
To set his people free! 
He comes to bring salvation 
And with his blood outpoured,  
Deliver us from bondage— 
Hosanna, mighty Lord! 
 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  Amen. 

 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  Tune: Jerusalem the Golden 
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     Agnus Dei CW 214 
 

O Lamb of God, most holy 
for mercy now we call 
O Lamb of God, most holy 
have mercy on us all. 
For all the world you suffered, 
from sin you give release; 
O Lamb of God, most holy 
grant us your promised peace. 

 
 
BE SEATED for the distribution. 
 
STAND at the conclusion of the distribution. 
 
PRAYER 
 
M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C: (spoken) Amen.  
 
BLESSING 
 
M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 

C: (spoken) Amen.   
 
BE SEATED 
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DEVOTION ONE 
Thursday Afternoon 

 
REMAIN SEATED 

Hymn There is a Blessed Home 
 Christian Worship Supplement 729 
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DEVOTION Philippians 3:17-4:1  
 
PRAYER 
 
L: Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
 
C: hear my prayer and answer me. 
 
L: Morning, evening and at noon 
 
C: I cry out in distress and you hear my voice. 
 
L: Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; 
 
C: He will never let the righteous fall.  
 
L:  Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us according to 

your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from all error, and to lead us into 
all truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
C:  Amen.  
 
BLESSING 
 
L: Let us bless the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
L: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 
 
C: Amen.  
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MEDITATION TWO 
Friday Morning 

 
REMAIN SEATED 

L: O Lord, open my lips. 

C: And my mouth shall declare your praise 

L: Hasten, O God, to save me 

C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.  

L: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

C: As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 
HYMN There is a Higher Throne 
 Christian Worship Supplement 727 
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DEVOTION 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
PRAYER 
 
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the rest of the past night and for the gift of a new day with 

its opportunities for pleasing you. Grant that we may pass its hours in the freedom of your 
service and, when our work is done, give you thanks again.  

 
C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
M: May the grace of our Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive all 

hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and our bodies; may Christ bind us to 
himself by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts. 

 
C:  Amen. 
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DEVOTION THREE 
Closing Service 

 

REMAIN SEATED 

 
L: O Lord, teach us your ways, 
 
G: That we may walk in your truth. 
 
L: You comfort and help us day by day. 
 
G: We trust your loving care. 
 
L: You are the King of heaven and earth. 
 
G: We give you praise and thanks. Alleluia! 
 
 
PSALM I Lift My Eyes to the Quiet Hills 
 Timothy Dudley Smith 
 
Stanzas 1 and 2 are sung by solo voice. 
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PSALM PRAYER  
 
M:  Lord God, you neither slumber nor sleep, but your eyes are always open to our needs. 

Watch over our welfare on when our journeys become perilous, shade us from dangers that 
surround us, and keep us safe from harm; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

 
C: Amen 
 
DEVOTION Isaiah 52:1-6  
 
RESPONSORY 
 
M: O God, save your servants who trust in you. 
 
C: Guard our lives, and hear us when we call. 
 
M: O God, set our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.  
 
C: Lead us until we reach our heavenly goal.  
 
M: Blessed be the Lord today. 
 
C: May the God of our salvation be our sun and shield. 
 
BLESSING 
 
M: May the almighty and merciful Lord direct and preserve us on our way, and may he send his 

holy angels to accompany us, that we may return to our home in peace, in safety, and in joy, 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C:  Amen 
 
CLOSING HYMN Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See 
 Christian Worship 219  
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NOTES 

 

 


