
Minutes of the 

South Central District Pastor-Teacher 
Family Conference 

Galveston, Texas 

October 7-9, 2009 
 

Wednesday, October 7, 2009Wednesday, October 7, 2009Wednesday, October 7, 2009Wednesday, October 7, 2009    

Our conference opened at 7pm with Divine Service under the theme: “Spiritual 
Revitalization Through the Year – Built on the Rock.” Pr. Brian Doebler presided and Pr. 
Dan Voigt preached on Matthew 7:24-27, assuring us how wise it is when the Lord leads 
us to build the home of our spiritual lives on Christ.  Those attending were fed on the 
body and blood of Christ.  Fellowship followed. 
 

Thursday, October 8, 2009Thursday, October 8, 2009Thursday, October 8, 2009Thursday, October 8, 2009    

Pr. Wayne Fischer opened our morning’s activity with a devotion based on Isaiah 40:27-
31 – we find the source for spiritual revitalization in our Lord. 
 
Pastor Bill Gabb called the conference to order. The secretary called the roll. Present 
were 226 (134 adults and 92 children) pastors, teachers, staff ministers, family 
members, guests and others, as follows: 42 pastors; 34 teachers (male and female), 4 
vicars; 3 staff ministers; 51 spouses and baby sitters and 7 guests.  Excuses were noted.  
The agenda was adopted and the conference began in earnest. 
 
Mr. Rick Loewen began his presentation on Spiritual Revitalization.   
 

After a brief break at 10:00, Mr. Loewen continued with the second session of his 
presentation. 
 
At 11:15 am, District President Glaeske began his report.  Among other things, He 
informed us of: 
 

� various call activity within the district and synod; 
� the “steady” fiscal situation on our synod; 
� the planned restructuring of Parish Services; 
� the availability of Missionary Pieter Reid throughout our district in January; 
� plans for the WLS Chorus choir tour in our district; 
� the celebration of our Synod-wide WALKING TOGETHER Sunday; 
� the privilege to begin with firm commitment congregational mission 

offering planning. 
 

Brief discussion followed. 



Sally Valleskey addressed the assembly concerning WELS Women’s Ministry. 
 
Mr. Don Borgwardt spoke to the body about Wisconsin Lutheran Institutional Ministry, 
especially encouraging local prison ministry. 
 
Pastor Brian Doebler worked through some musical items for evening devotion. 
 
Pastor Fischer spoke on behalf of Camp Shiloh. 
 
Pastor Schlomer gave us lunch directions. 
 
Teacher Raymond advised the teachers’ conference to meet at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Pastor Fischer led us in prayer. We broke for lunch at 11:45 a.m.  Chairman Gabb 
encouraged us (commanded us) to return by 2:30 p.m. 
 
After a pool-side lunch, the pastors and teachers divided to hear reports.  
 
Mission Reports assumed the floor at 2:30 p.m.: 
 

� Steve Valleskey, representing Word Missions, reminded us of the history 
of the advance of the Gospel in the world since the Great Commission, 
encouraging our prayers, our financial support, and our personal 
witness.  He was thanked for his report in the customary way. 
 

� Caleb Schoeneck, District Mission Board chairman, outlined the 
approach of the DMB together with an appeal to discuss and implement 
DMB ideas among the churches of our district as we seek to reach out 
with the Gospel in the SCD.  Pr. Schoeneck also highlighted SCD and 
synod-wide home mission activities from his written report.  

 
� Teachers Greg Schmill and Jim Henrickson presented the Commission on 

Parish Schools report and other Conference information.  All those 
reporting were thanked for their presentations in the customary way. 

 
At 3:20 pm, Mr. Rick Loewen began an additional portion of his presentation on 
Spiritual Revitilization. 
 
After a break at 4:20 the conference met for session four. 
 
A break gave people time to prepare for dinner at 6:00.  Just before dinner, Pr. John 
Koelpin offered a devotion based on Psalm 80 reminding us to remain connected to the 
vine in our spiritual revitalization. 
 
Fellowship followed. 

    



Friday, Friday, Friday, Friday, October 9October 9October 9October 9thththth        
Pastor Chris Esmay opened our morning at around 9a.m. with a devotion based on 
Isaiah 29:15-19 urging us, in our spiritual revitalization, to see God’s hand forming us 
rather than using our hands to try to form God.  
 
At 9:25, Mr. Rick Loewen picked up where he left off with his final session on spiritual 
revitalization.  After his sessions were completed, Mr. Rick Loewen was thanked for this 
presentation. 
 
The conference broke at 10:30 a.m. to allow people to check out. 
 
The Teachers’ Conference and Pastors’ Conference met separately to discuss items 
pertaining to their specific conference business. 
 
Closing Business 
 

� Our conference offering of $1,100 will be sent on to Martin Luther 
College.  

� Decisions concerning next year’s October Pastors’ Conference (or the 
hosting of another Pastor/Teacher Conference) will be made in January 
at our annual Pastor/Teacher/Delegate Conference. 

� Thank yous were offered to  
� those who babysat the children; 
� to the Bueges for their planning in making this happen; 
� to the Schoenecks for registration; 
� to the Schlomers for planning and preparing meals; 
� to the VonDeylens for providing taxi service; 
� to the Vasolds for games; 
� to Kyle Raymond for hosting the Teachers’ Conference; 
� and to those who fed us with the Word and led us in worship; 

preacher, liturgist, devotion leaders; accompanists, etc. and to 
Brian Doebler for preparing our orders of worship. 

� An excess of $1,500 from registration fees will be disbursed at a later date 
to an appropriate project. 

� Adult Discipleship announced a marriage retreat in Salado, TX (at the 
price of $250) February 12-14, 2010 hosted by Pastors Patterson and 
Buege. 

� Various other retreats were announced with information available at our 
district website. 

� The secretary also requests that all essayists, presenters, and reporters 
please email their materials to him for web-posting. 

 
After final announcements, the conference was declared adjourned and everybody 
wished God-speed at 11:22 a.m.  Closing devotion followed after which those who 
wished to lunch were invited to remain. 
 



A devotion by Pr. Don Patterson helped round out the whole day, based on Isaiah 43:1-
5a in which he reminded us that we have a gracious Father in heaven who sustains us 
by his promises, a treasure for our spiritual revitalization. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pastor John Koelpin, conference secretary (by proxy) 
 


