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Service Notes 
The 16th Biennial Convention of the WELS South Central District 

Calvary Lutheran Church – Dallas, Texas             June 9-10, 2014 

ABOUT THE SERVICES 

As we convene to discuss and determine the work of our District and Synod, we focus our attention on 

the life and work of the Church at Pentecost. The opening service sets the tone for our Convention 

services by celebrating the arrival of the Holy Spirit. The subsequent devotions develop the ideas of the 

anthem O Church, Arise by highlighting the blessings which Christ bestows on his Church through the 

Holy Spirit (John 16:5-11) 

 O Church, Arise: protected by the armor which belongs to our Captain. (Ephesians 6:10-14) 

 O Church, Arise: equipped with a sword that makes the wounded whole. (Ephesians 6:15-20) 

 O Church, Arise: focused on the cross where love and mercy meet. (Colossians 1:15-20) 

 O Church, Arise: strengthened for the race by shouts of victory. (Philippians 3:10-14) 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

Opening Service Presiding Minister Pastor John Vieths 

 Calvary – Dallas, TX 

Opening Service Preacher Professor James Tiefel 

 Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary – Mequon, WI 

Evening Devotion Leader Pastor Nathan Buege 

 Victory of the Lamb – Katy, TX 

Morning Devotion Leader Pastor Eric Hartzell 

 Cross and Crown – Georgetown, TX 

Midday Devotion Leader Pastor Paul Seager 

 Christ Alone – Fort Worth, TX 

Closing Service Presiding Minister Pastor John Strackbein 

 Holy Cross – Oklahoma City, OK  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

Opening Service: 
Adapted from Christian Worship: Service of Word and Sacrament. Milwaukee: Northwestern, 1993. Hail Thee, Festival 

Day – Setting by Hal H. Hopson. Copyright 1998 Birnamwood Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Lord, Send Out Your Spirit (Psalm 104) Copyright 1983 by GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

O Church, Arise – Copyright 2005 by ThankYou Music. Used by permission under CCLI License. Come Holy Ghost, 

God and Lord - Text and Tune: Public Domain.  

Evening Devotion:  
Adapted from Christian Worship Supplement: Evening Meditation. Milwaukee: Northwestern, 2008. Triune God, Oh, be 

our Stay – Text and Music: Public Domain. 

Morning Devotion: 
Adapted from Christian Worship Supplement: Morning Meditation. Milwaukee: Northwestern, 2008. I Sing as I Arise 

Today - Text copyright 2006 by Michael Schultz. All rights reserved. Used by permission. As Morning Breaks (Psalm 

63) – Copyright 1999 by GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Midday Devotion: 
Adapted from Christian Worship Supplement: Midday Meditation. Milwaukee: Northwestern, 2008. When I Survey the 

Wondrous Cross - Text and Music: Public Domain. 

Closing Service: 
Now Let Us All in Hymns of Praise - Text and Music: copyright 1990 Selah Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 
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OPENING SERVICE 
The Festival of Pentecost celebrates the person and work of the Holy Spirit. Fifty days after Christ’s 

resurrection, the Spirit’s arrival brought life and vitality to the Church. That same Spirit continues to 

lead, feed, and enliven God’s people through God’s Word and sacraments.  

 

OPENING HYMN Hail Thee, Festival Day 

 Christian Worship 179 

 

STAND as the HYMN is introduced. Note the alternate melodies for stanzas 1 & 3 and stanzas 2 & 4.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Alternate stanzas 

of Venantius 

Fortunatus’ text 

can be selected to 

help worshipers 

connect the 

festivals of Easter, 

Ascension and 

Pentecost.  
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OPENING DIALOG   

M: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: The Scripture says: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what 

God has prepared for those who love him”— but God has revealed it to us by his 

Spirit.   

C: So the Church says, “Come, Holy Spirit, and fill the hearts of your faithful 

people.” 

M: The psalmist says, “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 

within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.”  

C: So the Church says, “Come, Spirit of God, and show us the way to the Father.” 

M: The Lord himself says; “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from 

the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.  

C: So the Church says, “Come, Spirit of Truth, and direct our eyes to the glory of 

Jesus Christ.” 

M: The Apostle says “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from 

the law of sin and death.  

C: So the Church says, “Come, Spirit of Life, and set us free the fear of death and 

hell” 

M: The Apostle says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 

Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him 

better.”  

C: So the Church says, “Come, Spirit of Wisdom, and open our eyes to know and 

appreciate the beautiful story of salvation.” 

M: To the dry bones of Israel, the Sovereign Lord says, “I will put breath in you, and you 

will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.”  

C: So the Church says, “Come, Spirit of Power, and create a living faith within us 

all.” 

M: The Savior says, “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 

you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  

C: So the Church says, “Come, Holy Counselor, and give the peace which you alone 

can give.” 

M: Through his prophets, God promised a day on which he would pour out his Holy 

Spirit on all people. To his disciples, our Lord Jesus promised a day when the 

Counselor would come to lead and guide them. On the day of Pentecost, those 

promises were fulfilled when the Holy Spirit brought God’s Church to life. 

Therefore, the Church responds:  

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 2:9-

10 

 

 

 

Psalm 51:10-12 

 

 

John 14:16-17 

 

 

 

Romans 8:1-2 

 

 

 

Ephesians 1:17 

 

 

 

Ezekiel 37:5 

 

 

 

John 14:26 



5 

 
 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

M:   Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of 

grace. Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith 

we may tell abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Father, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 The Church of God is raised to life 

 

PSALM Psalm 104 

 David Haas 

The choir will sing the first line of each refrain.  

The congregation responds with the second line of the refrain. Verses are sung by the choir.  

 

      Refrain: 

 
             O bless the Lord, my soul, O Lord, how great are your ways! 

             How many are your works, O Lord! The earth is full of your glory!  Refrain 

           When you hide your face, all die, returning to the dust. 

           When you send your Spirit, they are created, you renew the face of the earth!   Refrain 

            May the glory of God be forever, may the Lord rejoice in his works!  

            May my thoughts and my speech be pleasing to him, I find my joy in the Lord! Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON Acts 2:1-21 

 The Church of God is empowered by the Holy Spirit 

 

ANTHEM O Church, Arise 

 Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 

Sung by the choir 

 

1  O Church, arise and put your armor on; 

Hear the call of Christ our captain; 

For now the weak can say that they are strong 

In the strength that God has given. 

With shield of faith and belt of truth 

We'll stand against the devil's lies; 

An army bold whose battle cry is "Love!" 

Reaching out to those in darkness. 

 

Our call to war, to love the captive soul, 

But to rage against the captor; 

And with the sword  

     that makes the wounded whole 

We will fight with faith and valor. 

When faced with trials on ev'ry side, 

We know the outcome is secure, 

And Christ will have the prize  

   for which he died— 

   An inheritance of nations. 

 

Come, see the cross where love and mercy meet, 

As the Son of God is stricken; 

Then see his foes lie crushed beneath his feet, 

For the Conqueror has risen! 

And as the stone is rolled away, 

And Christ emerges from the grave, 

This vict'ry march continues till the day 

Ev'ry eye and heart shall see him.  

 

So Spirit, come, put strength in ev'ry stride, 

Give grace for ev'ry hurdle, 

That we may run with faith to win the prize 

Of a servant good and faithful. 

As saints of old still line the way, 

Retelling triumphs of his grace, 

We hear their calls and hunger for the day 

When, with Christ, we stand in glory.

STAND 

 

GOSPEL John 16:5-11 

 The Church of God will be guided by the Spirit’s testimony 

 

At the conclusion of the Gospel: 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

BE SEATED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Themes from the 

four stanzas of 

Getty and 

Townends’ hymn 

serve as the basis 

for our conference 

devotions.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 

 Christian Worship 182 
 

 
 

SERMON John 16:5-11 

 

Receive the Holy Spirit! 

 

STAND at the conclusion of the SERMON 

  

 

 
 

 

The Hymn of the 

Day connects the 

work of the Holy 

Spirit to the 

Church’s ministry. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed 

 Excerpts from Luther’s Large Catechism 

 

M:  Neither you nor I could ever know anything about Christ, or believe in him, and 

have him for our Lord, unless it were offered to us and granted to our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit.  

C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  

M:  Learn this article, then, as clearly as possible. If someone asks, What do you mean by 

the words “I believe in the Holy Spirit”? you can answer, 

C:  I believe that the Holy Spirit makes me holy, as his name states. 

M:  How does he do this, or what are his ways and means? Answer: 

C:  Through the Christian Church, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.” 

M:  In the first place, he has a unique community in the world, which is the mother that 

begets and bears every Christian through the Word of God, which the Holy Spirit 

proclaims. 

C:  And through this same Word of God, the Holy Spirit illuminates and inflames 

hearts so that they grasp and accept it, cling to it, and persevere in it.  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

M: Almighty God, we give thanks for all your goodness and blessing.  We praise you for 

the love that sustains us from day to day. We glorify you for the gift of your Son, our 

Savior, in whom we have redemption and the forgiveness of sins. We thank you for 

the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, who leads and guides your holy Church according to 

your will. Help us to treasure in our hearts all that you have done for us, and enable 

us to show our thankfulness in lives that are wholly given to your service.  

Come Holy Ghost, God and Lord, and bless the work which is before us. Sanctify our 

speech, direct our minds, and enlighten our hearts. Through your holy Word and 

sacraments, continue to enliven and embolden your Church. Lend your gracious aid 

to our congregations, districts, and Synod. Lend your strength to the students and 

professors of our seminary. Pour out your gifts upon pastors, teachers, missionaries, 

delegates and laypeople, giving us each the strength we need to proclaim salvation 

through Jesus Christ. Use us as servants in your field, instruments of your peace, and 

emissaries of your truth. Come, Holy Ghost, and testify to the Father and Jesus Christ 

his only Son,  in whose name we join to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen.  
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing. By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he empowered his 

Church to be witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth. Now have come the 

salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. 

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory for ever and ever: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Sanctus 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

Agnus Dei 

 
 

BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

STAND 

PRAYER 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son 

to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon 

and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule 

our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after 

day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.    

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:  Amen. 
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EVENING DEVOTION 
The Church which is made alive by God’s grace is also kept alive by God’s grace. We recall the 

Opening Service anthem “O Church, arise and put your armor on…hear the call of Christ your 

Captain.” As evening brings our day of work to a close, we remember the protection we have in Christ. 

 

REMAIN SEATED 

HYMN  Triune God, Oh, be our Stay 

 Christian Worship 192 

 

 
 

DEVOTION Ephesians 6:11-15 

 Protected by the armor that belongs to our Captain 
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RESPONSES  

 

L: Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over. 

C: Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

L: Your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.  

C: The LORD will guide you always. 

L: Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more;  

C: the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end.  

L: On no day will the gates of the Holy City ever be shut,  

C: for there will be no night there. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 

have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me 

this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your 

holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (+), and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen.   

 

 
Luke 24:29 

Matthew 28:20 

 

Isaiah 58:10,11 

 

Isaiah 60:20 

 

Revelation 21:25 
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MORNING DEVOTION  
God equips his Church with his protective armor and with his powerful sword. As morning light 

rouses us to work, we take hold of the only weapon in our arsenal. The power of this weapon is unique. 

We fight with the sword that makes the wounded whole: the Gospel of God. 

STAND 

HYMN   I Sing as I Arise Today 

 Christian Worship Supplement 779 

 

RESPONSES  

L: In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice;  

C: in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation. 

L: We do not make requests of you because we are righteous,  

C: but because of your great mercy. 

L: May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;  

C: establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish the work of our hands.  

L: Let me live that I may praise you,  

C: and may your laws sustain me. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 5:3 

 

Daniel 9:18 

 

Psalm 90:17 

 

Psalm 119:75 
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PSALM Psalm 63  

 The Dameans 

     Please join to sing the refrains. The verses are sung by solo voice.  

 Refrain  

 
God, my God, it is you I seek; for you my soul is thirsting.  

Like a dry and weary land my spirit longs for you. Refrain 

 

I have sought your presence, Lord; to see your pow’r and glory,  

Lord, your love means more than life; I shall sing your praise. Refrain 

 

Thus will I bless you while I live, and I will call your name, Lord. 

 As with the riches of a feast, my soul is filled by you. Refrain 

 

Through the night I remember you for you have been my Savior. 

 In the shadow of your wings I will shout for joy. Refrain 

DEVOTION Ephesians 6:16-20 

 Equipped with the sword that makes the wounded whole 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 

have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin 

and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I 

commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that 

the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

BLESSING 

L: May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ 

drive all hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and bodies; may Christ 

bind us to himself by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts. 

C: Amen.  
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MIDDAY DEVOTION 
Each afternoon offers a powerful moment of reflection: “Blessed Savior, at this hour you hung upon the 

cross, stretching out your loving arms.” In the midst of our daily race, there is great value in focusing 

our attention on the cross “where love and mercy meet.” 

 

REMAIN SEATED 

 

HYMN When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 Lutheran Service Book 426  

 

 
 

DEVOTION Colossians 1:15-20 

 Focused on the cross where love and mercy meet  

 

MIDDAY PRAYER 

 

L: Blessed Savior, at this hour you hung upon the cross, stretching out your loving 

arms. Grant that all the peoples of the earth may look to you and be saved; for your 

tender mercies’ sake.  

C: Amen. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Watt’s well-known 

Lenten hymn is 

here set to an 

alternate tune, 

Rockingham Old 
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RESPONSES  

 

L: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.   

C: Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.  

L: “Peace, peace, to those far and near,” says the LORD. “Peace to this house.”   

C: Peace to all of you who are in Christ.  

L: The LORD gives strength to his people;  

C: The LORD blesses his people with peace. 

 

BLESSING 

 

L: Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way.  

C: The Lord be with you.   

L: Blessing, honor, thanksgiving, and praise, more than we can utter or understand, be 

to you, O holy and glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, by all angels, all 

mankind, and all creatures, for ever and ever.  

C: Amen. 

 

  

 

 
Romans 1:7 

Jude 2 

 

Isaiah 57:19 

Luke 10:5 

1 Peter 5:14 

 

Psalm 29:11 

 

 

 

 

2 Thessalonians 

3:16 
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CLOSING SERVICE 
The Church is made alive by the Spirit, directed again and again to Christ, and blessed by the Father 

with every good gift. God’s gifts include the faithful saints and servants who support us in our 

individual efforts of ministry. We address each hurdle of faith “as saints of old still line the way.”  

 

REMAIN SEATED 

 

PSALMODY Psalm 133-134 

 

L: How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!  

C: It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running 

down on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of his robes.  

L: Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD who minister by night in the house of 

the LORD.  

C: Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the LORD.  

L: May the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth, bless you from Zion.  

C: For where the LORD bestows his blessing, there is life forevermore.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

DEVOTION Philippians 3:10-14 

 Strengthened for the race by shouts of victory 

 

RITE OF INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

 

STAND 

 

PRAYER 

M: Almighty God, we praise you for the gift of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We give 

thanks that you have kept your promise to be with us always and that you continue 

to provide leaders to your church on earth.  

Use the gifts and energy of these brothers to proclaim your Word faithfully, to serve 

others by their zeal for your kingdom and to guide the Church in the wisdom of the 

gospel. May they serve diligently to safeguard the Church in times of trouble from all 

error and division and by their efforts stimulate peace and harmony.  

Give them joy in their work among us, for Jesus’ sake, and bless their families and 

congregations during their times of service. May their efforts produce fruit among us 

so that the cross of your Son is held up before the world and many hear the word of 

salvation, peace, and blessing that is ours through Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN Now Let us All, in Hymns of Praise 

 Christian Worship Supplement 777 

 

 


