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‘SIMPLE’ ELEMENTS FOR ‘MAJESTIC’ WORSHIP 

The following orders of service were designed to fulfill a difficult combination of requests: “Present worship 

of a ‘WELS Worship Conference’ caliber” and “consider the limited worship resources available to new and 

growing congregations.” In other words: “Show us forms of worship that are majestic and simple at the 

same time!”  

Perhaps the request is not as difficult as it may seem. After all, the Christian Church is no stranger to the 

power of paradox in her worship. She worships a Lamb who is her Shepherd, a God who is true man, an 

earthly Jesus and a cosmic Christ.  

How do we offer rich and majestic worship with only the simple and easily accessible forms? Three orders 

of service are presented below to offer ideas and models. The services were designed to highlight the rich 

theology of three notable feasts which occur in the coming months: The Transfiguration of our Lord 

(February 10, 2013), Maundy Thursday (March 28, 2013), and the Fourth Sunday of Easter (April 21, 2013), 

often celebrated as “Good Shepherd Sunday.”  

The key to these services was to allow the theological significance of the day’s texts to develop a rich order 

of worship around a central theme. Minimal impact is placed upon musicians, while great impact is 

provided by the rich dialog of praise, spoken and sung, coming from God’s people and those who lead them 

in public worship.  

Gathering Rites and Dialogues can be used to explore a sense of continuity as the gathering worshipers 

begin their devotion with an opening hymn, penitential prayer, and consideration of the importance of 

Kyrie and Gloria.  

Metrical Psalms can be substituted when appropriate for those unfamiliar with chant tones and refrains. 

Responsive singing can be encouraged. 

Statements of Faith and Responsive Prayers can especially highlight the theology of significant days in 

the Church’s year. The Athanasius Creed, and the speaking of the Te Deum, both have their place, either 

collectively or responsively. The later confessions of the Lutheran Church can also be adapted to highlight a 

particular doctrine when appropriate.  

Occasional Services highlight the importance of particular events during the Church’s year. On 

Transfiguration day we begin Lent, by bidding farewell to Alleluia. As we celebrate Maundy Thursday, we 

prepare for the holiest three days of the year by witnessing the disciples blatant desertion. Such reflections 

give worshippers a sense of the Church year’s progression and importance.  

Printed Art --All of the artwork in the conference worship folder was drawn by WELS graphic artist Ian 

Welch. Ian is in the process of rendering a complete set of prints for the Christian year. The work is very 

affordable and available for individual purchase and download at paramentics.com. 

Paraments --The paraments, stoles, and Alleluia banner were commissioned by Abiding Word, Houston, in 

2011. They were manufactured in Belgium by Slabbinck Studios. Design drafts and project consultation was 

offered through Massmann Studios of Tyrone, Georgia. For further information, visit 

massmannstudios.com. 

 M. Tiefel   
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ABOUT THE SERVICES 
 

Thursday, 10:00am -- Opening Devotion: “The Simplicity of Worship” 

To open our conference, the words of the Apostle Paul remind us of the profound simplicity of the ministry 

of the Word. Though we seek to glorify God with richness and variety, the simple proclamations of Christ 

crucified and risen form the foundation of our worship. The design of this devotion is patterned after 

Responsive Prayer 1 from Lutheran Book of Worship (1978). Devotion leader: Pastor Brad Taylor 

 

Thursday, 1:00pm  -- The Last Sunday after Epiphany: The Transfiguration of our Lord 

Our first model worship service by exploring the juxtaposition of Christ’s humility and majesty and revealed 

to the disciples: the simple majesty of Christ is revealed on a mountaintop. The design for this service is 

based on the hymn-based liturgical music of Divine Service 2 from Christian Worship Supplement (2008), 

adapted for use without communion. The text of the Psalm is drawn from The People’s Psalter 

(Morningstar, 2012). The prayer of the church is adapted from Christian Worship: Altar Book (1999). The 

closing service is the Farewell to Alleluia from Christian Worship: Occasional Services (2002). Note that the 

service music is prerecorded Mp3 tracks, rescored for use in HymnSoft, version 2.  

Preaching and presiding: Pastor Mark Bitter, service design and cantor: Pastor Jeremy Belter 

 

Thursday, 5:00 pm -- Worship Model 2: Maundy Thursday: The Lord Institutes Holy Communion  

In our second worship service, we celebrate the real presence of our suffering savior commemorate the meal 

he established and gather to share his body and blood. The significance of this meal is expressed by the 

writer to the Hebrews: The simple majesty of Christ is conveyed in a covenant. The pattern for this service 

is adapted from Maundy Thursday: including the stripping of the altar from Christian Worship: Occasional 

Services. (2002) Nearly all the service music and hymns are drawn from Christian Worship Supplement 

(2008). The confession of faith is adapted from the Kolb-Wengert edition of the Book of Concord. Note that 

the service accompaniment is supplied via MIDI interface, recently reprogrammed for Hymnsoft version 2. 

Preaching and presiding: Pastor Abram Degner  

 

Friday, 8:30 am -- The Fourth Sunday of Easter: Jesus, the Good Shepherd  

In this third worship service, the simple majesty of Christ is revealed in the paradox of Revelation 7: The 

Lamb of God is our Good Shepherd. The design of this service employs many of the recommendations from 

the document “A Liturgical Pattern for Special Services” available from the Commission on Worship: The 

gathering rite combines the texts of Sylvia Dunstan’s text “You Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd” 

(Christian Worship Supplement #746) and William Bradbury’s “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” (Lutheran 

Service Book #711), adapted to the tune PICARDY. The metrical version of Psalm 23 is readily available from 

Christian Worship. The Litany is available from the Commission on Worship. Note that the whole service is 

based upon only three simple hymn tunes, achievable by a novice keyboardist. Preaching and presiding: 

Pastor David Bivens, accompaniment: Pastor John Hering 

 

Friday, 3:00 pm -- Closing Devotion: “The Majesty of Worship” 

Our conference comes to a close as we return to the Apostle’s words. This time, the full majesty of God is in 

view, as we consider the great mysteries of faith which our worship services explore and celebrate. Even in 

its simplest forms and expressions, the praise of Christ is always a majestic undertaking.  The design of this 

devotion is patterned after Responsive Prayer 2 from Lutheran Book of Worship (1978). 

Devotion Leader: Pastor Paul Seager.  
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OPENING DEVOTION 

THE SIMPLICITY OF WORSHIP 

RESPONSES 

M:   Holy God, holy and majestic, holy and immortal, 

C:   Have mercy on us. 

M:   O Lord, I cry to you for help. 

C:   In the morning my prayer comes before you. 

M:  Let my mouth be full of your praise. 

C:  Let me sing of your glory all day long. 

M:  You show the wonders of your great love. 

C:  O Lord, my God, I take refuge in you.  

M:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

C:  all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

DEVOTION 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

PRAYER 

M:   The Lord be with you 

C:   And Also with you. 

M:   Let us pray 

God of majesty, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: be with us now as we gather 

for worship and work. Bless the devotion, learning, and fellowship of this conference that we may 

find new ways to convey the simple message of your glorious gospel to those entrusted to our care. 

Grant success and skill to all those who lead and support your people in worship and song. We pray 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:   Amen.  

M:   Bless we the Lord. 

C:   Thanks be to God. 

M:   The Lord Almighty order our days and our deeds in his peace.  

C:   Amen.   
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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
The Last Sunday after Epiphany 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SIMPLE MAJESTY OF CHRIST 

REVEALED ON A MOUNTAINTOP  
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STAND 

OPENING HYMN  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
 Christian Worship 169 
 

 
 

 

INVOCATION 
 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 
 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C:  Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
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You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 

ABSOLUTION 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in 

Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:  

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY   
Kyrie 

  

M:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sustain 

body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be 

brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 
 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await your 

return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

M:  Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C:  Amen. 
 

GLORY BE TO GOD Tune: TRURO  

Gloria in Excelsis Christian Worship 84 

 

1 All glory be to God on high! 
Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 
We praise you for your peace and grace, 
Your favor toward our fallen race. 

 

3 O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 
You take all human sin away. 
Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  
From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 

 
2 Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 

For your great glory, heav’nly King, 
For all, O Father, you have done 
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 

 

4 You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 
The Father’s glory you made known. 
We by your Spirit sing again: 
“All glory be to God!” Amen. 
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THE WORD 
 

M:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 

Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only Son, you revealed his glory on the 

holy mountain. Grant that we who bear his cross on earth may behold by faith the light of his 

heavenly glory and so be changed into his likeness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

BE SEATED  

 

FIRST LESSON   Exodus 34:29-35 

 Moses is a mere reflection of God’s glory 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 148 
 The People’s Psalter 
 Tune: Christian Worship 76 
 

1   Let the whole creation cry, 
    “Glory to the Lord on high!” 
    Heav’n and earth, awake and sing, 
    “God is our eternal King.” 
 

3   Praise God, all you hosts above, 
     Ever shining forth in love; 
     Sun and moon, uplift your voice; 
     Night and stars, in God rejoice! 
 

2   Men and women, young and old, 
     Raise the anthem manifold;  
     Join with children’s songs of praise; 
     Worship God through length of days. 

 

4   From the north to southern pole 
     Let the mighty chorus toll 
     “Holy, holy, holy One; 
     Glory be to God alone!” 

  
SECOND LESSON 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

 Christ Jesus fully reveals the glory of the new covenant 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

M:   Alleluia! A voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him.”  

C:  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

STAND 

 

As the Gospel is introduced: 

M:  The Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter twenty-four.  

C:  Glory be to you, O Lord! 
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GOSPEL Luke 9:28-36 
 Christ demonstrates his full majesty to the disciples  

After the Gospel: 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Down from the Mount of Glory 
 Christian Worship 97 
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SERMON Luke 9:28-36 
 

STAND at the conclusion of the Sermon 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
   born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.  
  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy Christian Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

BE SEATED 

 

OFFERING 
 

STAND  

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M:  We praise you, O Father, for the precious gift of your Son and for his glorious transfiguration on the Holy 

mountain.  

C:   Give us the firm resolve to listen to your Son, the eager readiness to believe his promises, and the joyful 

willingness to heed his commandments. 

M:  We implore you, O Father, to send your Holy Spirit, that he would transform our poor bodies and our weak 

sinful lives into the radiance of your goodness, purity and righteousness. 

C:  Transform our minds, our understanding, our judgments, yes, our whole selves to reflect the mind of 

Christ. 

M: We ask you, O Father, to support all those who carry the weight of suffering, pain, and loss. Turn our eyes 

away from worldly cares and glory to see your majesty reflected in service and sacrifice of your Son.  

C: Direct our eyes as we follow him down from the mountain of glory and up the hill of the cross.  

M: Look with favor on your people, O Lord, that all who bear the name of Christ may offer to you pleasing 

sacrifices of repentance, obedience, thanksgiving, and love. 

C:  Hear our prayer, O God. Hear us for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Our Father in heaven,  

    hallowed be your name,  

    your kingdom come,  

    your will be done  

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those  

who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

    and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 
 
HYMN How Good Lord, to be Here 
 Christian Worship 95 
 

 
 
STAND 
 
M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let 

nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy 



12 
 

people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

 
C:  Amen.  
 
M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 

C:  Amen.  
 

FAREWELL TO ALLELUIA 

 

M:  Dear friends in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it will be Ash Wednesday, the first day of 
Lent. On that day we begin a solemn journey to the Savior’s cross. While the joy of faith remains 
undiminished throughout the year, our rejoicing during Lent is muted and quiet. For centuries, 
therefore, the Christian churches have omitted their most jubilant songs during this season, 
including the word alleluia, which means, “praise the Lord.” 

C:  Now for a time we say farewell to alleluia. We do this to prepare ourselves for the quieter 
days of Lent. The alleluias will return on Easter dawn as we gather to shout our praise to 
the risen Lord. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  Alleluia, Song of Triumph  
 Christian Worship: Occasional Services 
  

Alleluia, song of triumph, sound of joy that cannot die; 
Alleluia is the anthem ever dear to choirs on high; 
Saints adorned in robes of glory join the great angelic cry. 
 
Alleluia we are singing, voicing hymns in pure accord, 
With Christ’s holy Church united, justified, redeemed, restored, 
And with all his faithful people raise our songs to praise the Lord. 
 
Alleluia cannot always be our song while here below; 
Alleluia our transgressions make us for a while forego. 
For the solemn time is coming when our tears for sin must flow. 
 
May our hymns be filled with longing—hear us, Holy Trinity— 
As we look to your blest Easter, here, and then eternally, 
When we shall once more be singing alleluia joyfully! 

 

Turn to face the banner as it it carried from the sanctuary. 

BE SEATED 
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MAUNDY THURSDAY 
The Lord Institutes Holy Communion 

 

 

THE SIMPLE MAJESTY OF CHRIST 

CONVEYED IN A COVENANT 
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OPENING HYMN The Lamb 
 Christian Worship Supplement 714 
 

 

REMAIN SEATED 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT 

M:  In the Lenten season we hear again how our Lord walked the path of suffering which led him to the 
cross for our salvation. We also hear our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and 
the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were 
committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue 
with us because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior. 

 Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In the absolution, 
we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we should not doubt but firmly believe 
that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by the 
command of our Lord.  



15 
 

 We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each other, 
as Jesus became our servant.  

 In Holy Communion the members of Christ’s body participate most intimately in his love. 
Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and drink the cup of this 
meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and blood for forgiveness and participate in that 
new covenant that makes us one with him and one another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the 
great banquet we will share with all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of our 
reconciliation with God and each other. 

M:  Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

STAND 

C:  Almighty God, merciful Father,  

 I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.  

 In what I have done and left undone,  

  I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.  

 I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.  

 For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

 I am truly sorry for my sins. 

 I repent of them. 

 I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 

C: (Sing)  

 Lord to you I make confession:  

 I have sinned and gone astray.   

 I have multiplied transgression,  

chosen for myself my way.   

 Led by you to see my errors.  

  Lord, I tremble at your terrors. 
 

Silence for meditation 

M: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us. 

C: (Sing) 

For your Son has suffered for me,  

giv’n himself to rescue me,  

died to save me and restore me,  

reconciled and set me free.   

Jesus’ cross alone can vanquish  

these dark fears and sooth this anguish. 

M: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, God 

forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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EXHORTATION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised us the power to 

forgive and love each other. Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with one another.  

C: Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and in our 

actions. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true body and blood as a 

remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant us so firmly to believe your words and 

promise that we may always partake of this Sacrament to our eternal good, for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 A new covenant will reconcile God and his people 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 116 
  Christian Worship Supplement 
Join to sing the refains and sing the verses responsively with the cantor. 

 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; 
 he heard my cry for mercy. 
 
Because he turned his ear to me, 
 I will call on him as long as I live. 

 
 
The LORD is gracious and righteous;  
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 when I was in great need, he saved me. Refrain 
 
For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,  
 my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 
 
How can I repay the LORD  
 for all his goodness to me? 
 
I will lift up the cup of salvation  
 and call on the name of the LORD. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen.    Refrain 

 

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 10:15-25 
 A new covenant removes the barrier of sin 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

M:   As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

STAND 

 

GOSPEL Luke 22:7-20 

  The Lord Jesus establishes a new covenant meal 

BE SEATED  

HYMN OF THE DAY Lamb of God 
 Christian Worship Supplement 748 

 

Cantor:   Your only Son, no sin to hide, But you have sent him from your side  
To walk upon this guilty sod And to become the Lamb of God.   

 
Congregation: Refrain 

 
Cantor:   Your gift of love they crucified. They laughed and scorned him as he died: 

The humble King they named a fraud And sacrificed the Lamb of God.  
 

Congregation: Refrain 
 

Cantor:   I was so lost; I should have died, But you have brought me to your side  
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To be led by your staff and rod And to be called a lamb of God.   
 

Congregation: Refrain 

SERMON Hebrews 10:15-25 

STAND at the conclusion of the Sermon 

CONFESSION OF FAITH Selections from the Formula of Concord (Epitome), Article VIII 

 “The Pure Teaching of the Christian Church on the Person of Christ” 

M: We believe, teach and confess that the divine and human natures in Christ are personally united. 

There are not two Christs—one the Son of God and the other the Son of Man—but one single Son 

of God and Son of man.  

C: We believe, teach and confess that Mary did not conceive and give birth to a child who was 

merely, purely, simply human, but that she gave birth to the true Son of God.  

M: We also believe, teach, and confess that no mere human being suffered, died, was buried, 

descended into hell, rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, and was exalted to the majesty and 

almighty power of God for us. Rather it was a human being whose human nature has a profound, 

indescribable union and communion with the Son of God, and that his human nature is one person 

with the Son of God.  

C: As it is written, “They crucified the Lord of glory,” and, “with God’s blood we have been 

redeemed.” 

M: Though he dispensed with his majesty in the state of his humiliation, after his resurrection he was 

again invested with the full use, revelation, and demonstration of his divine majesty and entered 

into his glory.  

C: He ascended above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things. 

M: Therefore, Christ is able—in fact, it is very easy for him—to share his true body and blood, present 

in the Holy Supper.  

C:  As the words of his testament say, “This is my body, this is my blood.” 

M: Indeed, Christ is and remains for all eternity God and man in one inseparable person, which is the 

highest mystery after the mystery of the Holy Trinity.  

C:  In this mystery we find our only comfort, life and salvation. Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE 
 
M:  The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 
 

M:   Lift up your hearts. 

C:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:   It is good and right so to do. 
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who willingly died under the 

curse of this world’s sin so that we may live forever in the light of God's blessing. Therefore with all 

the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY TUNE: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 
Sanctus Christian Worship 131 

 
(Sing)O holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 

In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 

Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 

Receive our fervent cry. 

 Hosanna in the highest! 

How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming 

To set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation 

And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage— 

Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

M:  Blessed are you, Almighty Father, because you have brought us from death to life. 
  With humble and repentant hearts, we praise and thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, 

 

    who became our substitute under your holy law, 

 who destroyed the works of the devil by his perfect obedience to your will, 

 who willingly carried a cross to pay the debt of the world’s sin 

 who lives and reigns to give us life. 

 

Through his body and blood, once given and poured out for us, forgive our sins and strengthen us 

on our heavenward journey. Unite us to our crucified and risen Lord, that we may believe in him, 

confess him, call on his name, and finally be delivered from this world. Gather us all to the feast of 

the Lamb, whose kingdom has no end.  

 

C:  Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 

(+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 



20 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  Amen.  

 

LAMB OF GOD Christian Worship Supplement 

 Agnus Dei 

 

 

BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION 

Holy communion is distributed continuously. At the direction of the ushers, approach the presiding 

minister and receive the body of the Lord. Move to the assisting minister distributing the chalice 

and receive the blood of the Lord. Communicants may assist the ministers with the chalice and say 

“Amen” after receiving each of the elements. The blessing follows the Distribution.  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Take and Eat 

 Christian Worship Supplement 741 

The congregation is invited to sing the refrain and continue singing it as they come forward.  

The verses are sung by the cantor.  
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I am the Word that spoke and light was made; I am the seed that died to be reborn;  
I am the bread that comes from heav’n above; I am the vine that fills your cup with joy. Refrain 
 
I am the way that leads the exile home; I am the truth that sets the captive free; 
I am the life that raises up the dead; I am your peace, true peace my gift to you. Refrain 
 
I am the Lamb that takes away your sin; I am the gate that guards you night and day.  
You are my flock: you know the Shepherd’s voice; You are my own: your ransom is my blood. Refrain 
 
I am the cornerstone that God has laid, A chosen stone and precious in his eyes. 
You are God’s dwelling place; on me you rest Like living stones, a temple for God’s praise.    Refrain 
 
I am the Light that came into the world; I am the Light that darkness cannot hide;  
I am the Morning Star that never sets. Lift up your face; in you my light will shine.   Refrain 
 
I am the First and Last, the living One; I am the Lord who died that you might live;  
I am the Bridegroom, this my wedding song. You are my bride; come to the marriage feast.   Refrain 
 

Following the distribution, the minister says: 

M:  The true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in the 

true faith to life everlasting 

C:  Amen.  

STAND 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to eat 

and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your people until that day when you will 

receive us as your heavenly guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

BE SEATED 
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STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

The psalm is sung by the cantor. During the singing of the psalm, the communion vessels are 

removed and the altar is solemnly stripped in token of the lord’s abandonment by his disciples and 

in preparation for Good Friday.  

PSALM 88  

Antiphon 

O LORD, the God who saves me,  

day and night I cry out before you.  

May my prayer come before you;  

turn your ear to my cry.  

For my soul is full of trouble and my life draws near the grave. 

I am counted among those who go down to the pit; I am like a man without strength.  

I am set apart with the dead, like the slain who lie in the grave,  

whom you remember no more, who are cut off from your care.  

Antiphon 

You have put me in the lowest pit, in the darkest depths.  

Your wrath lies heavily upon me; you have overwhelmed me with all your waves.   

You have taken from me my closest friends and have made me repulsive to them.  

I am confined and cannot escape; my eyes are dim with grief.  

Antiphon 

I call to you, O LORD, every day; I spread out my hands to you.  

Do you show your wonders to the dead? Do those who are dead rise up and praise you?   

Is your love declared in the grave, your faithfulness in destruction?  

Are your wonders known in the place of darkness, or your righteous deeds in the land of oblivion?  

Antiphon 

But I cry to you for help, O LORD;  

in the morning my prayer comes before you.  

Why, O LORD, do you reject me  

and hide your face from me?  

Antiphon 

From my youth I have been afflicted and close to death;  

I have suffered your terrors and am in despair.  

Your wrath has swept over me; your terrors have destroyed me.  

All day long they surround me like a flood; they have completely engulfed me.  

You have taken my companions and loved ones from me;  

the darkness is my closest friend.  

The minister exits the chancel. The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation.  
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd 

 

 

THE SIMPLE MAJESTY OF CHRIST 

HIDDEN IN A PARADOX 
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OPENING HYMN You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd 

 Christian Worship Supplement 746 

STAND for the final stanza 

 

 

GATHERING RITE  

 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

C:  Amen 
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P: We have come into the presence of God, realizing how far we have wandered from the will of our 

heavenly Father and how desperately we require his forgiveness, protection, and care.  

 

C: We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has 

laid on him the iniquity of us all.    

 

P:  Let us therefore confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy:  

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 

against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 

have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 

my guilt.  

 
(Sing) 
We are yours, in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 
Keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

 

P: Jesus said “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—and I lay down 

my life for the sheep.” 

 

C:  Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  

 

P: Jesus laid down his life so that you may live. Jesus’ perfect sacrifice has removed your sins. Hear 

the Word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C:   Amen. 

 

  (Sing) 
You have promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be; 
You have mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse and pow’r to free. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Daily turn our eyes to see! 
 

P: “Hear the word of the LORD, O nations; proclaim it in distant coastlands: ‘The Lord will gather 

his people and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’ May he who forgives your sins, also 

strengthen you live according to his will. 

 

C: Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; let them bring me to your holy 

mountain, to the place where you dwell.  
 

(Sing) 
Early let us seek your favor, early let us do your will; 
Blessed Lord and only Savior, with your love our spirits fill. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! You have loved us, love us still. 

 

P: The Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living 

water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  May he who strengthens you to 

live, also guide you on until life’s end.  
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C: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for 

ever and ever!”  
 

(Sing) 
Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need your tender care; 
In your pleasant pastures feed us, for our use your fold prepare. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! You have bought us, yours we are! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P:  Let us pray: 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead us 

now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house 

forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 
 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 34:25-31 

 “You are my sheep, I am your God” 

 

PSALM Psalm 23 

 Christian Worship 360 

1 The Lord’s my shepherd; I’ll not want.  
He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; he leadeth me  
The quiet waters by. 

 

3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,  
Yet will I fear no ill; 
For thou art with me, and thy rod  
And staff me comfort still. 

 
2 My soul he doth restore again  

And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness,  
E’en for his own name’s sake. 

 

4 My table thou hast furnished  
In presence of my foes; 
My head thou dost with oil anoint,  
And my cup overflows. 

 
5 Goodness and mercy, all my life,  

Shall surely follow me, 
And in God’s house forevermore  
My dwelling-place shall be. 

 

SECOND LESSON Revelation 7:9-17 

 The Good Shepherd is the Lamb of God 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the good shepherd; I know my 

sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia.  
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GOSPEL John 10:22-30 

 The Good Shepherd gives testimony about himself 

  

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 Christian Worship 375 

 

 

SERMON Revelation 7:9-17 

STAND at the conclusion of the Sermon 
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LITANY TO JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

M:  Risen and ascended Lord, in your loving care we can live every day without worrying; no needful 

thing will you fail to provide:  

C: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

M: By your holy word you feed our souls and strengthen our faith. In your gracious forgiveness we 

are refreshed and restored: 

C: Good Shepherd, make me lie down in green pastures, lead me beside quiet waters, restore my 

soul. 

M: You turn us away from the paths of sin, and move us to walk in the ways of God: 

C: Good Shepherd, guide me in the paths of righteousness for your name's sake. 

M: Though we walk in danger all the way, though the shadows of death enfold us at last, we will not 

fear. Your love goes with us wherever we go; in your comforting word we find courage and 

strength; your triumphant cross brings life from death: 

C: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are 

with me: your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

M: You have called us to sit at your heavenly feast. Our table of blessing overflows, and you will not 

allow earthly enemies, nor Satan himself, to snatch them away: 

C: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies: you anoint my head with oil: my 

cup overflows. 

M: Good Shepherd, your mercies will never end. They will follow us as we follow you. Grant us to 

walk in your grace and love till we come to dwell in the heavenly home which you have prepared 

for us above: 

C: Surely, goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 

the Lord forever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

    your kingdom come,  

    your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER 

 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let 
nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy 
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people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

 
C:  Amen.  
 
M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 
C:  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 

 

 
 

BE SEATED 
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CLOSING DEVOTION 

THE MAJESTY OF WORSHIP 

RESPONSES 

M:   Holy God, holy and majestic, holy and immortal, 

C:   Have mercy on us and hear us.  

M:   Show us your mercy, O Lord, 

C:   and grant us your salvation. 

L:   Clothe your servants with righteousness. 

C:   Let your people sing for joy. 

L:   Grant peace, O Lord, for your people. 

C:   for only in you can we live in safety. 

L:   Create clean hearts within us, O God. 

C:   and sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  

DEVOTION 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 

PRAYER 

L:   The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 

L:   Let us pray. 

Lord God Almighty, who alone is worthy of praise, grant that the moments spent in your Word 

may bear much fruit among your people. Grant that the work undertaken at this conference may 

encourage the efforts of your servants. Grant that the fellowship that we share would strengthen 

your Church in the world. Finally grant us safe travel, and holy rest as we make our way toward our 

heavenly home. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:   Amen.  

L:   Bless we the Lord. 

C:   Thanks be to God. 

L:   The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

C:   Amen. 
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SERVICE NOTES 
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