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Objectives 
 

  Identify 5…Five Biblical and Spirit-created characteristics of believers who understand 

“It’s our time” and relate to our lives as disciples; Be able to paraphrase three OT 

narratives that speak to the urgency for the Chirstian witness; Practice three equipping 

tecniques to share Scripture tin our lives of Christian witness 

 

  Paraphrase 3 … OT narratives; content + strategies 

 

  Practice 3 … equipping with techniques 

 

Brief intro  
 

 Some sad surveys in UK and in US  

Urgency is Evident: Bible Society in UK (800 children/1100 parents) 50% P – didn’t 

know Noah’s ark in the Bible; 33% didn’t know D&G or the G.S. in the Bible; 10% C – 

King Midas is in the Bible; Plurality of children, ages 8-15, didn’t know Adam and Eve, 

Noah’s ark or birth of Jesus in the Bible; Barna in US: Less than half adults can name the 

four gospels; 60% can’t name 5 of 10 commandments; 82% say “God helps those who 

help themselves” is in the Bible; 12% adults think Joan of Arc is Noah’s wife; 50% high 

school seniors think Sodom and Gomorrah were husband and wife; Billy Graham 

preached the Sermon on the Mount;  
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Post Christian society mission work is difficult because there is no excitement or 

knowledge about the Bible. URGENCY of the TIME.  

  

Besides rampant Biblical illiteracy, what other factors have you observed that indicates 

“It’s Our Time!” to be urgent with the commission mission.  120 seconds for a “TPS” 

 

Think, Pair, Share: 

 

Stress – not living in the grace and peace of God 

Apathy – Christians are not committed to membership or church 

Zarling: Internet as blessing and temptation: people can be blessed through you using 

technology to do mission work; 

 

 

Session One:  “Urgency” 
 

Narrative is from: 1 Samuel 14:1-23 

 

Background and map notes 

Time between last judge (Samuel) and first king (Saul). From a human perspective, an 

impossible situation unfolds for God’s people, had to go to Philistia to get swords 

sharpened; Saul and Jonathan were the ONLY ones with spears. From a spiritual 

perspective, a tragic situation for the anointed king; Saul was in hiding, when waiting for  

Samuel, grew impatient and made an unauthorized sacrifice. Samuel: “The kingdom will 

not remain with you.” 

 

Bozez (thorny) and Senah (slippery) were the cliffs on either side of the Philistine outpost 

at Mishmash. 

 

The narrative told – Jonathan: “Perhaps the Lord will be with us” to his armor bearer. Armor 

bearer agreed to attack the Philistine outpost. Jonathan attacks, they defeat the camp. “It was a 

panic sent by God.” Saul: Muster the troops! Begins talking with Ahijah. Saul and men jump into 

the chase. End result: “The Lord rescued Israel that day.”  

 

Please look up the narrative in your Bible. 

Using a “TPS” strategy discuss the following. 12 minutes are allotted. 
 

1. List a couple of reasons why Jonathan might have embarked on this “suicide” 

mission. 

 Saul was anointed to drive out the Israelites, however he was sitting under a pomegranate 

tree. He lacked initiative to do his own job. 

 He didn’t think of it as a suicide mission. Jonathan knew his weapon was God (v.6), 

“Nothing can hinder the LORDfrom saving, whether by many or by few.” 

 He had the heart of his closest friend. 

 

2. Explain how Jonathan’s “test” seems backward to human logic. 
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 He didn’t have a 5 or 10-year plan prepared. 

 Jonathan was answering to the higher authority in his actions 

 

3. Where is the gospel in this section? 

 God is the Rescuer (v.15) “It was a panic sent by God.” 

 

4. What unanswered question(s) come to mind? 

 How do you know when to climb up the cliff and when to sit under the pomegranate tree? 

 

Theo-centric view of Bible: what is God telling me about himself in the Bible INSTEAD 

OF what is Jonathan doing? 

 

Nominal group process: individual work  group conversation 

 

Session Two – Breakout Session based upon first narrative 

 

A.  Any questions on the questions, page 2?  Compare and contrast the answers 

in your group. 10 minutes are allotted. 

 

B. Characteristics of believers who understand “It’s Our Time!” 

 
Working alone, identify three or four characteristics that demonstrate how 

Jonathan understood “It’s our Time!”  Then consider how we believers 

today can climb “Thorny and Slippery” still today.   Eight minutes are 

allotted. 
 

Qualities How we emulate today 

 

 

Jonathan recognized God’s will 

wasn’t happening (driving out 

Philistines), so he took initiative 

 

God’s great commission: make 

disciples. Is what I’m doing 

actually making disciples or not? 

 

Jonathan attacked when God’s 

anointed (Saul) sat. 

 

 

Run with the ball when my 

teammate fumbles 

Zarling: Live in the “perhaps” When we make a democratic vote 
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(I’m not sure what God’s doing if 

I do this or I do that – things that 

are non-Scriptural)  

 

 

 

in church, and say, “This is God’s 

will.” Well, it PERHAPS is God’s 

will, and God will bless it. 

“Nothing can hinder God…whether 

by many or by few.” (v.6) 

 

 

The outcome of Jonathan’s time 

was giving glory to God, and then 

God gave victory to all – even 

those who didn’t deserve it.  

 

When I live in the perhaps, with a 

focus on his mission, and God 

blesses it, He blesses many, many 

people, some of whom I may not 

even see! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

C.  Synthesize and Prioritize  

 

Working in your breakout session group, compare and 

contrast the lists already developed.  Together synthesize 

common ideas. Prioritize a list of three qualities from the 

narrative upon which the group agrees.  Then together as 

a group, make it relevant to our life as disciples in the 21
st
 

century.  Twenty five minutes are allotted. 

 

Qualities How we emulate today 

 

 

 

See above 
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See above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See above 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Session Three:  “Thankful Courage” 

 

BUT FIRST! …    Ten minutes are allotted. 
 

Narrative is from: 2 Chronicles 20:1-30 

 

Background and map notes The father, Asa, a paradox. The son, a good king, yet! 

Geopolitical reality – several nations are going up against them. Grace gleams in the life 

of the nation.  

 

The narrative told Moab had allied themselves to attack Judah and Jehoshaphat. A 

messenger came to the king. Jehoshaphat gathers everyone for prayer. He reminds God of 

his faithfulness “We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” Jehoshaphat and 

the people worshiped and praised. Jehoshaphat to people: “Put faith in God and you will 

be successful.” Jehoshaphat put the choir out in front of the army as they went forward. 

The enemies turned ON EACH OTHER and destroyed each other. It took 3 days to pick 

up all the loot.  

 

 

Please look up the narrative in your Bible. 
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Using a “TPS” strategy discuss the following.  12 minutes are allotted. 

 
 

1.  What hints are there in the text that Jehoshaphat was a king trusted by all? 

 

 Some people came to Jehoshaphat to warn him 

 V.4 People came from every town to seek the Lord by fasting at J.’s command 

 V.13 All the people worshiped with J. 

 

2.  Why is the king’s prayer one to emulate?  List at least three reasons. 

 

 Begins with God’s promises 

 Prayer doesn’t aim to tell God what to do, but to point J’s needs to God’s saving power. 

 Admitting he’s power-less (v.12) 

 

3.  What Bible history events echo in Jehoshaphat’s prayer?  In Jahaziel’s prophecy? 

 

 Joshua and Israel takes the promise land (JERICHO: placing musicians out front) 

 Jahaziel: The battle isn’t yours, but God’s. 

 

4.  Give two reasons why Jehoshaphat’s choir 

displayed a Spirit-worked courageous 

conviction. 

 

Session Four:  Breakout session based upon 

second narrative  

 

A.  Any questions on the questions, page 5? 

Compare and contrast your answers. 

Ten minutes are allotted. 

 

B. Characteristics of believers who understand “It’s Our Time!” 

 
Working alone, identify three or four characteristics that demonstrate how 

Jehoshaphat understood “It’s our Time!”  Then consider how we believers 

today can climb “stand and sing” in thankful courage. 

Eight minutes are allotted. 
 

Qualities How we emulate today 

 

Focused prayer life - J. began 

with prayer focused on God’s 

When it’s our time, take a second to 

pray. 
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goodness, faithfulness, etc. 

 

 

 

 

Awareness of God’s faithfulness 

- Israel relied on God’s history of 

saving, and applied it to their 

situation. 

 

 

 

We rely on God’s history of saving 

us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Synthesize and Prioritize  

 
Working in your breakout session group, compare and 

contrast the lists already developed.  Together synthesize 

common ideas.  Prioritize a list of three qualities from the 

narrative upon which the group agrees.  Then together as 

a group, make it relevant to our life as disciples in the 21
st
 

century. Twenty five minutes are allotted. 

 

Qualities How we emulate today 

 Thankful courage: we sing “Thank 
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Zarling: Attitude of gratitude 

Daniel Weedmeier: “We just love 

people until they stop whining.” 

 

 

 

 

 

you” NOW before we see results; 

singing “I know that my Redeemer 

lives” at the bedside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Session Five:  “Confident Trust” 

 

BUT FIRST...! Ten minutes are allotted. 
 

Narrative is from: 2 Kings 6:8-23 

 

 

Background and map notes Elisha had a long ministry of about 4 decades; the divided 

kingdom under threat, warfare both physically and spiritually; Drought and famine came 

on the land because of idolatry; God goes up in battle against Baal in a showdown on Mt. 

Carmel. Grace gleams in the life of a nation. 
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The narrative told King of Naram… 

 

 

Please look up the narrative in your Bible. 

Using a “TPS” strategy discuss the following. 10 minutes are allotted. 

 
 

1. Explain:  Verses 9 & 10 are a vivid illustration of amazing grace. 

God spares the people of Israel – a wicked northern kingdom (because he wants 

to save all people). 

God knows and sees everything (unlike idols; God even sees what we say and do 

in the bedroom, private study, etc). 

 

2. What does verse 16 mean? 

God surrounds us with his angels; “The angel of the LORD encamps around 
those who fear him, and he delivers them.” (Psalm 34:7) 

 

3. Where is the second remarkable example of amazing grace in this section? 

 

The army of Aram is spared. They could’ve easily been crushed, but God wants 

all men to be saved and to come to an understanding of the truth. 

 

4. What unanswered question(s) come to mind? 

 

Horses? Chariots? Blindness? How could Elisha have l 

 

Characteristics of believers who understand “It’s Our Time!” 

 
Using “TPS” tool, identify three or four characteristics that demonstrate how 

Elisha understood “It’s our Time!”  Then consider how we believers today 

can “see the hosts.”  Ten minutes are allotted. 
 

Qualities How we emulate today 

 

 

Elisha has true spiritual eyesight 

 

 

Biblical Christo-centric worldview: 

revealed by the Spirit through the 

Word 
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Grace 

 

 

 

 

At the end of my life I don’t think 

I’ll say to myself, “I wish I were 

harder on my neighbor.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible memory – two types   

20 minutes are allotted 
 

Biblical narrative 

 

Bible memory – narratives for appropriation and application 

 

For each doctrine or faith life question, consider a 15 – 20 verse narrative for the response. 

Stories are non-threatening because people like to listen to them, and when the story speaks 

truth and doctrine, we can tell the story in application AND disarm our audience. Then ask, 

“How does this apply to you?” 

 

BUILD a repertoire of narratives that speak to various applications in life: 

BUILD a Bible Information Class based on Bible History narratives: 

 

Live in the perhaps with confidence in His promise. 

 

     God’s world governance: 
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     Sibling relationships frayed: 

 

     Doubt that God answers prayers: 

 

     Vicarious atonement: 

 

     Purpose of suffering: 

 

     Spirit’s work of regeneration: 

 

    Doctrine of fellowship: 

 

    Evangelism witness in deeds, not just words:  

 

    Exclusivity of Christianity as only true religion: 

 

    Power over devil and demons: 

 

Biblical verses 

    

Treasury of Techniques 
 

 Rhyme 

 

 Acrostics 

 

 Imagination and exaggeration 

 

 Stacking and yoking 

 

 Chunking 

 

 Cadence 

 

 

 


