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Hosea 
 The other woman.  Or, in this case, the other man.  These are terms people use when talking 
about a person who has no business in the relationship of a husband and wife but is there anyway.  
What a devastating feeling to know that your wife is involved with the other man.  How betrayed a 
husband would feel to know that his wife has decided that her current relationship with him is not 
good enough, that she needs something different, perhaps something better, at least in her mind.  
How heartbreaking it is for the husband when the relationship she had with him was as good as 
anything could be.  I pray that no one would ever have to go through that, yet, sadly, people do all 
the time. 
 This is what the Lord went through as well.  The Lord had a relationship with his “wife”, the 
people of Israel.  It was perfect, nothing could have been better for these people than to be married 
in a spiritual sense to the one they loved and the one who loved them.  This relationship was perfect 
because it was built on the grace and promises of a faithful God, who never left his wife.  He was 
always there, helping his people, giving them anything they asked for and more.  This relationship 
was perfect because it was built on forgiveness so that even when the wife made mistakes, even if 
she really messed up, her faithful and loving husband was there to forgive her, just has he had 
promised.  It was a perfect relationship and it seemed as though nothing could ruin it. 
 Enter the other man.  In came false gods and false powers.  They could never match up to 
the faithful and forgiving God with whom the people of Israel had a perfect relationship.  They had 
nothing to offer because they did not exist.  They were wooden poles and golden statues, they were 
crafted and built by the same people who worshiped them and called them gods.  They could do 
nothing for the people because in the end they were nothing.  And one would think that with such a 
perfect relationship with the one true God, these false idols would be quickly dismissed by the 
people of Israel.  But they were not.  The temptation to follow statues made of wood and stone 
proved too much for the people and so they left their loving God, they left his providence and his 
care, they left his unconditional forgiveness and they left the promise of a savior, in order to be with 
“lovers” who offered none of that.  How devastating it must have been for that faithful husband, 
how angered he must have been to see his wife clinging to that other man. 
 I don’t think any of us could ever understand how the Lord felt when this happened to him.  
There was one man, however, who came close.  His name was Hosea and he, too, felt the pain of 
knowing that there was another man.  His wife was unfaithful to him, she went off to find lovers 
who could not care for her in the same way that Hosea did.  Yet, despite his wife’s sins, he took her 
back and restored their relationship once again.  This story of Hosea can best be described as a 
miniature of the relationship between God and his people.  Even though the people of Israel were 
unfaithful to God and committed adultery against him, he refused to let them go completely.  The 
Lord kept his promise to always be their God and to always keep them as his people, in spite of their 
wretched sins that tore their relationship apart. 
 That is what the book of Hosea is about.  It is about God’s ever present and unconditional 
grace.  If there is one thing I want you to learn as we study Hosea today it is that God loves his 
people and will continue to do so even when they give him no reason to.  His reason for loving his 
people is himself.  He is God and that is what God does.  Therefore, while the majority of Hosea’s 
prophecies announce the doom and destruction of unfaithful Israel, it is the salvation prophecies 
that shine the most brightly and show us God’s grace.  This grace is so powerful that it works even 
when mankind sins and forsakes God.  This is the grace that we focus on in Hosea. 
   Hosea, generally speaking, is not one of the prophets people spend a lot of time on.  At 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary the senior isagogics course spends a day, maybe two, on the entire 
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book of Hosea.  In the entire three-year lectionary series, a lesson from Hosea occurs only 3 times.  
One of those lessons is the First Lesson for the eighth Sunday after the Epiphany (which rarely 
occurs) and the other two are basically identical to each other.  So, while Hosea isn’t exactly a seat of 
fundamental doctrines nor considered by some to contain a wealth of passages on which a pastor 
might deliver a sermon, the gospel that it contains is pure and gives us every reason to rejoice in the 
wonders of God when we read it.  Hosea shows us God’s grace in the midst of mankind’s sin. 
  
 

Historical Context 
 In order to more deeply understand the message of the book of Hosea it will be necessary 
for us to understand the historical context in which Hosea wrote.  This includes not only the person 
of Hosea and the time and place that he wrote, but also the numerous references Hosea makes to 
past places and events in Israel’s history. 
 
The Author 
 It is generally accepted that Hosea is the author of all 14 chapters of his book.  1:1 tells us 
that the “word of the Lord came to Hosea son of Beeri.”  Beyond this short introduction to the 
author, however, we know very little about him.  Hosea was a native of the Northern Kingdom and 
of all the writing prophets of the Old Testament he is the only one who actually came from there.  It 
is likely that he is from the tribe of Ephraim since he often uses the name Ephraim to refer to the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel. 
 We also know that Hosea was married to an adulterous woman, Gomer.  It is possible that 
she had even become a temple prostitute, having fallen so far into the wicked, idolatrous religion of 
the Canaanites.  We will discuss this further when we study the content of the book itself.  Hosea 
was the father of three children with Gomer, all of whom he gave names that were significant to the 
Israelite’s present situation and relationship with God.  These names will also be looked at in depth 
as we study chapters 1 through 3. 
 The name Hosea is a variant of the name Joshua and means “salvation.”  This is fitting since 
Hosea’s prophecies often contained messages of hope and salvation for God’s people.  It is also 
interesting to note that Hosea shares his name with the final king of Israel, Hoshea.  In order to 
avoid confusing the two, the Bible adds the “h” whenever referring to the king. 
 
Time and Place 
 The opening verse of chapter 1 also tells us the time period in which Hosea did his work.  
The word of the Lord came to Hosea during the reigns of Kings Uzziah (also known as Azariah), 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, all of whom are Judean Kings, and Jehoash, an Israelite King.  It 
seems rather strange that Hosea would reference kings of the South since he was from the Northern 
Kingdom and spoke to the people of the Northern Kingdom.  A possible explanation for this is that 
the book as we have it now was written after the fall of the Northern capital, Samaria.  Therefore it 
would have been written in Judah after 722 B.C. and not in Israel since the Northern Kingdom was 
gone by then.  This is possible since Hosea tells us that the word of the Lord came to him during the 
reign of Hezekiah who did not take the throne until 716 B.C., six years after the fall of the Northern 
Kingdom.  This might also explain the number of Judean references and prophecies directed 
towards the Judean people, as we see throughout the book.   
 Incidentally, there are even some who suggest that since this book was written in Judah and 
preserved in Judah, that certain parts of the book were not written by Hosea himself. Instead they 
were written by Judean redactors who changed or added certain parts to make the prophecies of the 
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book more applicable to their time and place.  Some supposed additions or changes would have 
included the mentioning of Judah itself and the Davidic monarchy, among other references to the 
Southern Kingdom.  I believe, however, that we must take Hosea at his word when he tells us that 
the word of the Lord came to him and not to others.  Nowhere are other authors mentioned in the 
book of Hosea and so here we take Scripture at face value without reading anything into the text 
that would tell us something other than what the text does. 
 Another simpler explanation for Hosea referencing his writing with Judean kings rather than 
with Israelite kings is that by not mentioning the kings of the north like Zachariah, Shallum, 
Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah and Hoshea (all of whom were kings at some point during Hosea’s 
ministry), Hosea is refusing to recognize the legitimacy of these kings.  By not mentioning them, he 
is making the statement that they have no right to be kings because the Northern Kingdom usurped 
the throne from Judah, the rightful heir to the entire kingdom.  This explanation seems to make the 
most sense.1   
 Whatever Hosea’s reason for dating his writings by referencing Judean kings, he gives us a 
distinct period of time as to when he wrote and proclaimed the message he received from God to 
the people.  Hosea lists Uzziah first who reigned from 767-740 B.C.  Last mentioned is Hezekiah 
who reigned from 716-687.  This is a span of 80 years during which Hosea would have conducted 
his ministry.  Evidence from the text shows us that his book was written over a rather extended 
period of time, though his work may not have spanned all 80 years.  In chapter 1 verse 4 the Lord 
instructs Hosea to name his first child Jezreel, stating that he would soon punish the house of Jehu 
for the massacre at Jezreel.  The house or dynasty of Jehu would have included the Israelite kings 
Jehu, Jehoahaz, Jehoash, Jereboam II and Zachariah, a dynasty which ruled from 841 to 752 B.C.  
Since this is clearly a futuristic prophecy, and the death of Zachariah in 752 B.C. would not have 
happened by this time; Hosea would have written chapter 1 before 752 B.C.  Prophecies in chapter 5 
speak against King Menahem, who ruled for ten years after the death of Zachariah and prophecies 
in chapter 7 speak against Israel’s double-dealing with Egypt and Assyria, a practice that took place 
under the reign of King Hoshea, whose rule began another decade later.  Therefore we see that 
Hosea’s book was most likely a compilation of prophecies and sermons delivered over the course of 
at least 25 years, with the final compilation being published in 725 or even later.2 
 The dating of Hosea’s writings also shows us that Hosea was a contemporary of Amos and 
Isaiah.  Amos, who also prophesied to the people of the Northern Kingdom, preached a message 
that was in some ways similar to Hosea’s.  Like Hosea, Amos foretold the punishment of Israel at 
the hands of the Assyrians who would uproot them and take them into captivity.  This would 
happen as a result of Israel’s unfaithfulness toward God and their disregard for justice and mercy 
toward one another.  At the time of Amos’ ministry, Israel had been enjoying a period of great 
prosperity and political security.  Because of this, they had become prideful of themselves and had 
turned their backs on God, forgetting that it was the Lord who had given them all of the success 
they enjoyed.  Hosea speaks condemnation upon Israel for this very thing. 
 The time leading up to the beginning of Hosea’s ministry was one of relative success and 
prosperity for the kingdom of Israel.  The king Jehoash had recently defeated the king of Aram three 
times as was prophesied by Elisha when he told Jehoash to strike his arrows on the ground and 
Jehoash did so three times.3  In defeating the Arameans, Jehoash recaptured Israelite towns that had 
been taken from Israel by Hazael, king of Aram.  Another example of Israelite success is King 
Jereboam II whom we read about in 2 Kings.  There we learn that the Lord saved the people of 

                                                 
1
 Eickmann, pp. 13-14 

2
 Archer, p. 357 

3
 2 Kings 13:18-25 
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Israel from their suffering by the hand of Jereboam II.4  Thus Hosea began his work when things 
were going well for Israel physically but not spiritually. 
 During this time of prosperity Hosea began his work.  It was during this time that the 
people, enjoying their success, were at the height of their unfaithfulness to God, forgetting about the 
Lord and turning their attention to the false gods of the Canaanites.  This was their most grievous 
sin.  As a result of their sins5 the era of peace and prosperity rapidly deteriorated.  The decline and 
fall of the Northern Kingdom was not gradual.  It essentially began during the reign of King 
Menahem (752-742 B.C.), when Tiglath Pileser from Assyria began his campaigns against Israel and 
Judah.  Tiglath Pileser conquered Samaria but struck a pricey deal with King Menahem to support 
and strengthen Menahem’s control of the kingdom.  This arrangement remained during the reigns of 
Menahem’s next two successors, Pekahiah and Pekah.  Pekah eventually conspired with the king of 
Aram to attack the Southern Kingdom, who appealed to Assyria to help them.  Then in 732 B.C. 
Hoshea became the last king of Israel and sealed his fate when he decided to no longer pay tribute 
to Assyria and sought help from Egypt.  Upon learning this, Shalmaneser of Assyria took Hoshea 
prisoner and laid siege to the capital city of Samaria, conquering it three years later and taking into 
captivity the inhabitants of Samaria thus putting an end to the Northern Kingdom. 
 This is the political and religious landscape upon which Hosea is set.  It is important to 
review this period of Israelite history since many of these events have a bearing on Hosea’s message 
to the people and are mentioned by Hosea directly.  These kings of Israel all did what was wicked in 
the eyes of the Lord; they followed the gods of Canaan and led the people to do the same; they 
attacked their brothers to the south, trying to expand their kingdom; they trusted in Assyria to keep 
them safe and make them great instead of trusting in God; they sought salvation from Egypt when 
Assyria became their enemy instead of seeking help from the Lord.  These were the sins that the 
Lord addressed when sending Hosea and these were ultimately the sins that caused the Lord to 
destroy their kingdom and to uproot the people from the Promised Land. 
  
Historical places and names in Hosea 
 To cause his points to be more vivid and to hit home with his audience, Hosea often 
referenced the names of locations where events had taken place in the past that were well-
remembered by the people of Israel.  This might be like saying “Wartburg” when talking about the 
Lutheran reformation or “Philadelphia” when talking about the American Revolution.  These places 
that Hosea mentions would have been well known and therefore Hosea did not feel the need to add 
a lot of context to explain what he meant by them; that would have really been self-explanatory.  It 
will be helpful for the reader of Hosea to have a general knowledge of these places and events when 
reading through this book.  While a few of these places and names will be looked at in relative depth 
later on in this essay, many will not.  Nonetheless, going through them briefly will give us a better 
understanding of what was going on in Israel during Hosea’s time and how it affected their 
relationship with God.  I have listed them in the order that they appear in the book. 
 The Valley of Jezreel (1:5; 2:22) was the place where the dynasty of Jehu began when Jehu 
overthrew Ahab’s son Joram.  Jereboam II, whom Hosea mentions in his opening, was one of the 
last of the Jehu dynasty.  The name Jezreel literally means “God scatters” or “God plants”.  In 1:5 it 
is used as a proclamation of judgment6 (God scattering the people) but later, in 2:22, the planting 
idea of Jezreel is emphasized and the name is used to signify restoration (God will plant his people 
and make them firm). 

                                                 
4
 2 Kings 14:26-27 

5
 2 Kings 17:7ff 

6
 2 Kings 9:14-37 
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 The Valley of Achor (2:14) was the burial site of Achan and his family.  As recorded in the 
book of Joshua, when the people of Israel began their conquest of the land of Canaan, they were 
routed in their first attempt to defeat Ai.  The reason for this was that a man named Achan kept for 
himself some of the plunder of Jericho which was to be completely destroyed.  Achan and his family 
were punished at the Valley of Achor, which no doubt would have made Achor a symbol of trouble 
and disaster for the people of Israel.7 
 Gilgal (4:15; 9:15; 2:11) was a site located outside of Jericho where the Israelites camped 
before their attack on Jericho.  Here Joshua set up a pillar of twelve stones and all the men who had 
not been circumcised while wandering in the desert were circumcised.  This was done to “roll away” 
the reproach of Egypt from the people.  Gilgal sounds like a Hebrew word that means “to roll”.8   
 The name Beth Aven (4:15) is actually a play on words derived from Bethel (“House of 
God”).  Beth Aven literally means “House of Wickedness”.  Bethel is one of the two cities where 
Jereboam I set up a golden calf for the people to worship, which made it a place of wickedness.  
Jereboam did this in order to keep the people from going to Jerusalem to worship in the temple, 
thinking that if they did so on a regular basis they might revert back to honoring the Davidic dynasty 
in Judah instead of honoring King Jereboam in Israel.9 
 The events which took place at Mizpah and Tabor (5:1) are unknown to us.  There are two 
possibilities as to where Mizpah might have been (either in Gilead, east of the Jordan or in the 
region of Benjamin).  Tabor was a mountain at the edge of the Jezreel Valley.  From the context of 
Hosea 5 one could assume that these were possible sacred places that had become corrupted by the 
idolatry of Israel. 
 Gilead (6:8; 12:11) was a region east of the Jordan in Gad that became occupied by the 
Ammonites at the time of the judges.  Out of Gilead came Jephthah, the man who made a foolish 
oath to sacrifice the first thing that came out of his house if he were given victory over the 
Ammonites.  After defeating the Ammonites, a group of Ephraimites came out to wage war against 
the Gileadites claiming that the Gileadites had gone off to fight the Ammonites without joining 
forces with Ephraim, which made the Gileadites rebels in the eyes of the Ephraimites.  Jephthah and 
the Gileadites routed Ephraim and taking control of the fords of the Jordan, the killed any 
Ephraimites trying to cross the river.  The Ephraimites were identified when they were unable to 
pronounce the word “Shiboleth” properly. 
 Shechem (6:9) here most likely refers to the city of Shechem where Joshua renewed the 
covenant for the people if Israel after they had conquered the Promised Land.10  Here Hosea speaks 
of people being ambushed and robbed on their way to Shechem.  Most likely since Shechem was 
associated with the covenant it was perhaps a place for worship, or at the very least, a place of 
memorial.  The reference to Shechem is used to show how wicked the people have become, as they 
robbed worshippers who were on their way to this special place. 
 Gibeah (9:9) is also mentioned in Hosea.  Gibeah is a town in the tribe of Benjamin where a 
Levite whose name we don’t know spent the night.  He was traveling through that place on his way 
back to his home after persuading his concubine to come with him from her father’s house in 
Bethlehem.  The Levite, his servant and his concubine were taken in by a local man.  During the 
night, the men of Gibeah went to the place where the Levite was staying and demanded that the 
Levite and his servant come out so that the men could have sex with them.  The owner of the house 
instead sent out the Levite’s concubine who was raped and killed.  This sparked a battle between the 

                                                 
7
 Joshua 7:1-26 

8
 Joshua 4:19, 20; 5:1-12 

9
 1 Kings 12:25-33 

10
 Joshua 24:1-27 
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rest of the people of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin.  The people of Israel killed the Benjamites in 
battle and later slaughtered the people of other Benjamite cities.11 
 Baal Peor (9:10) is a shortened form of Beth Baal Peor which means “the house of the god 
of Peor”.  Peor was simply a mountain and Baal Peor was its god.  While the Israelites were making 
their way up to the land of Canaan, the men were seduced by the Moabite women to join in worship 
of Baal of Peor and to engage in the sexual rituals that accompanied this worship.  As a result of this 
wickedness a plague came upon the camp and did not stop until Phineas, Aaron’s grandson, 
followed an Israelite man and Moabite woman into the man’s tent and drove a spear through them 
both.12 
 Finally we read about Admah and Zeboiim (11:8).  Often times when we think about the 
cities that were destroyed when God rained fire and burning sulfur on them for their sins of 
homosexuality, we think of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Actually, there were two other towns destroyed 
on that same plain at that time, Admah and Zeboiim.13  In this passage from Hosea, God says that 
he does not want to treat Israel like these two cities. 
 These are the some of the places and events referenced by Hosea.  There are others 
mentioned that we know nothing about and can only gather from context and how they are used 
whether those places were good or not. 
 

Outline of Hosea 
 Some will argue that Hosea can really only be divided into two parts.  Part I is chapters 1 
through 3 which is the biographical section of the book.  These chapters are the only ones that 
contain narrative prose as they describe certain events in the life of Hosea and his relationship with 
his wife Gomer.  Part II is chapters 4 through 14 in which God does most of the speaking and tells 
Israel how he will deal with her.  Dividing the book in this way does make the most sense and this is 
the easiest way to do it.  Other commentators, however, have divided the book into three parts and 
have found distinct divisions among those three parts.  Part I remains the same as stated above.  
Part II becomes chapters 4-10 and consists entirely of accusations of wickedness and infidelity 
against the people of Israel and God’s announcements of judgment and punishment on the people 
for their crimes.  Part III is chapters 11-14 in which the Lord speaks about the history of Israel and a 
restoration to the way things were.  The salvation saying of Hosea are found in parts I and III. 
 Obviously this method of outlining Hosea is not as cut-and-dried as we would like it to be.  
Dividing the final 11 chapters of Hosea is difficult and often the themes of Part II and Part III are 
intermingled.  Dividing it in this manner, however, does help us to see the bigger picture of Hosea 
and how individual chapters and verses fit with the overall theme of the book. 
 

Part I: Chapter 1 — Chapter 3 
 
Chapter 1  
 Chapter 1 begins with a very short introduction to the book, giving us the author’s name and 
who his father is.  As I stated above, we know very little about Hosea beyond that.  We also have the 
information relevant to when Hosea wrote and as we’ve seen it was a rather broad time period.  
Perhaps Hosea gives little information about himself in order to draw the reader’s attention to the 
very beginning phrase, “The word of the Lord.”  This is God’s word and it is more about that than 
about the author’s background. 

                                                 
11
 Judges 19-21 

12
 Numbers 25:1-18 

13
 Deuteronomy 29:23, 24 
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 The very first word that the Lord gave to Hosea was for him to take for himself an 
adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness.  Many commentators have trouble with the idea of a 
man of God marrying an adulterous woman.  Because such a thing is supposedly unheard of, many 
commentators will dismiss these events as allegory and claim that they never actually happened.  
Others will say that the woman Hosea married was not an unfaithful woman before they were 
married and only became unfaithful later on.   
 The problem with trying to “explain away” Hosea’s marriage to an adulterous woman in 
these ways first of all denies the inerrancy of Scripture.  Also, these theories cannot account for the 
fact that Hosea later on takes Gomer back as his wife even after she leaves him and engages in her 
adultery.  When Hosea takes her back he is actually required to make a payment for her and their 
arrangement is described in detail, much of which really has no connection to Israel’s relationship to 
God.  For this reason, regarding this section as mere allegory does not work. 
 With Gomer, Hosea had three children.  As part of the object lesson of Hosea marrying an 
unfaithful wife, God also told Hosea to use his children as object lessons by giving them significant 
names.  The first-born was named Jezreel, after the place where the Jehu dynasty got its violent start.  
As our text tells us, Hosea naming his son Jezreel was a prophecy against King Jereboam II, a 
member of the Jehu dynasty.  The Jehu dynasty would soon meet its end in a sort of “Jezreel in 
reverse” because of the massacre that was carried out at Jezreel when the Jehu dynasty began. 
 Gomer then gave birth to two more children and again the Lord commands Hosea to give 
them names describing the Israelite’s relationship with the Lord.  Hosea’s second child is Lo-
Ruhamah which is the Hebrew word for “not loved.”  The people of Israel will no longer be loved 
because of their sins.  Interestingly we also have written here that God will show love to the people 
of Judah.  This is an obvious reference to the coming Assyrian invasion, which carried off the 
people of Israel but from which the people of Judah were spared.  Hosea’s third child bears a similar 
name: Lo-Ammi which is Hebrew for “not my people.”  Again, this is a message of condemnation 
upon the people of Israel.  Because they persist in their idol worship and continue to reject God, 
God will deliver the ultimate judgment by cutting them off and no longer treating them as his 
people.   
 These are pretty harsh words and it probably pained Hosea to give his children these names.  
Already in chapter one, however, after this pronouncement of judgment on the people, God also 
gives a promise of restoration when he tells them that Israel and Judah will be reunited and the 
name “not my people” will be changed to “Sons of the living God.”  These are words of hope for 
Israel and Judah among words of condemnation.  Verses 10 and 11 are somewhat reminiscent of the 
way things were.  God had promised to Abraham that his descendents would be as numerous as the 
sand on the seashore and the people of Israel and Judah were at one time united with one ruler, 
David.  During David’s rule the people experienced peace and prosperity.14  Through Hosea, God 
promises peace once again by sending the Christ, who will unite God’s people and be their singular 
ruler. 
 This is the first gospel section of the book.  In the midst of Israel’s sin and subsequent 
punishment as demonstrated by Hosea’s wife and the names given to his children, this message of 
salvation and restoration sticks out all the more.  It is set among passages that would have been 
difficult for Hosea’s audience to hear and because of that this promise of mercy would not go 
unnoticed. 
 Chapter 1 gives us an example of judgment as it is portrayed in Hosea’s life.  In chapter 2, 
that object lesson is explained in more detail as God announces the people’s sins and the judgment 
that follows.  

                                                 
14
 Hubbard, 66-67 
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Chapter 2 
 Chapter 2 is in many ways an exposition on chapter 1.  Why does God command Hosea to 
name his children, “Not my people” and “Not Loved”?  For the reasons given in chapter 2.  
Chapter 2 in many ways also summarizes those sins of which Israel is guilty and so much of what is 
said in chapter 2 is said in other parts of the book, only in different ways. 
 The Lord begins by telling his children to rebuke their mother for her unfaithfulness and to 
tell her to remove it altogether (2:2).  The mother mentioned could be referring to the ancestors of 
the people who led them into this state of sin or it may simply refer to the people of Israel as a 
whole.  The key word that comes next, then, is “Otherwise.”  In other words, “Israel must rid 
herself of this adultery, otherwise she will be punished.”  Hosea then prophesies how this punishment 
will be carried out.  At first it may seem like this is Hosea speaking about Gomer but we see in verse 
13  the phrase, “declares the Lord,” indicating who the speaker is. In chapter 2 one can easily see the 
relationship shared between the Lord and his people and how this relationship is reflected by 
Hosea’s relationship with Gomer.  Hose proclaims that the Lord will carry out his punishment by 
turning the land of Israel into a desert (2:3), making it empty and barren and uninhabitable when the 
Assyrians come and ravage the land.  The Lord goes on to say that he will not show love to his 
children (2:4), an obvious reference to the name Hosea gave his daughter (Lo-Ruhamah) as a symbol 
of the Lord taking his love away from the people.  The Lord also condemns Israel for going after its 
lovers who give her food and water (2:5), the false gods of Canaan.  Israel assumed that these Baals 
were responsible for taking care her and giving her food and water and other successes.  Verse 8 
reads, “She has not acknowledged that [the Lord] was the one who gave her the grain, the new wine 
and oil, who lavished on her the silver and gold—which they used for Baal.”  The people of Israel 
were guilty of worshiping false gods but more than that, they were guilty of failing to recognize the 
Lord as the one who provided for them and made them prosper.  As a result of this, God will 
punish Israel by allowing her to chase after these Baals but not being able to find them.  Verse 7 
reads, “she will chase after her lovers but not catch them, she will look for them but not find them.”  
Why will Israel be unable to find her lovers?  Simply because you cannot find something that isn’t 
there.  As Israel turns to their false gods for strength, they will find nothing because those false gods 
are unable to provide anything.  In fact, in order to prove to the people of Israel that it is the Lord 
who provides all things, he is going to take away all her grain and wine, he is going to put an end to 
her celebrations, and he is going to ruin her vines and fig trees so that she will have nothing.  Thus 
Baal will not be able to help her.  The first part of chapter 2 (vv. 2-13) is pure judgment on God’s 
people for her unfaithfulness. 
 Reading this section makes me think of Romans 11:30-32 where Paul says, “Just as you who 
were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, so 
they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of 
God's mercy to you.  For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy 
on them all.”  One of the ways in which the Lord punishes Israel is by giving them over to their 
sinful lusts and desires.  They are completely and utterly depraved, they are completely disobedient.  
We know, however, that God promises to bring restoration and salvation to these people and when 
he does this, the pure and underserved love of God is highlighted by the fact that the people are so 
lost in their sins.  God’s grace becomes more vivid when he hands them over to their sin where they 
would be completely lost unless God has mercy on them.  This is the mercy we see in the second 
part of chapter 2.  You will notice the lack of any kind of repentance or turning to the Lord.  The 
fact that the people are restored is all due to God’s grace.  There is no transition, the text simply 
moves from prophecies of condemnation to prophecies of salvation. 
 The second part of chapter 2 (vv. 14-23) then is God’s pure grace.  It can be described as 
nothing else.  God allures Israel back to himself so that she will once again call the Lord her 
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husband.  This shows that the intimate relationship between God and his people will be restored 
once again.  Verse 14 begins in the NIV with the word “therefore.”  In that single word we hear 
God’s grace: “Israel has disobeyed again and again and has prostituted herself to other gods.  
Because of what she has done (i.e. therefore), I am going to take her back.”  Israel has not done 
anything for God to make herself worthy once again.  Instead, God comes to her, leads her into the 
desert to speak tenderly to her and to take her back (2:14).  He is going to restore her to her 
condition when he brought her out of Egypt (2:15).  He is going to make the Valley of Achor (a 
place associated with greed, unfaithfulness and punishment) a door of hope (2:15).  Throughout the 
rest of chapter 2, the Lord tells Israel what he is going to do for her.  In this entire section, there is 
never any mention of what Israel must do for the Lord first if she wishes to be restored to the 
Lord’s good favor.  Again and again in this chapter the words “I will” are spoken by God, as he 
promises to bring Israel back to himself.  Normally, in a marriage, if one spouse leaves the other, 
reconciliation almost always involves both parties.  Both parties must agree to renew their 
relationship to what it once was.  Here in Hosea we see that the reconciliation process is initiated 
and completed only by God.  He alone is the one who can restore Israel and restore that 
relationship. He certainly does, even when his unfaithful people have given him no good reason to 
do so.   
 In the final verse of chapter 2, the Lord reverses the punishment he had initially declared.  
The name Jezreel no longer signifies destruction but now means “God plants,” a sign of restoration 
and salvation for the people.  The Lord also gives new names to “Not loved” and “Not my people.”  
Here he calls them the exact opposite.  He simply drops the Hebrew negative “lo”. God promises to 
show love to those whose name was “Not my loved one” and those who were once not his people 
now have a new name, “You are my people”.  What a fitting picture this is for all of God’s people, 
past and present.  At one time we were all unable to call ourselves God’s people nor were we loved 
by God because of the sinful nature that controls and condemns us.  It is only when God himself 
comes to us through the Means of Grace that we are reconciled to him.  God restores us to a 
relationship of love and peace for the sake of Jesus, his Son.  Only when God does this can we be 
betrothed to God forever.  This is God’s undeserved love, pure and simple and just as it came to the 
people of Israel unexpectedly and undeserved in Hosea, it comes to us in the same way. 
 
Chapter 3 
 The reconciliation that takes place between God and his people in chapter 2 is another 
aspect of their relationship that is illustrated by Hosea’s relationship with his wife, Gomer.  Hosea 
resumes his narrative in chapter 3 and begins by recording what God tells him to do.  Hosea is 
commanded to go and love his wife again, to take her back even though she has been unfaithful to 
him and has turned to other men.  The Lord actually tells Hosea to take her back and love her in the 
same way that the Lord loves Israel, who continually strayed from him.  Once again we see just how 
vividly Hosea’s marriage to Gomer portrays the Lord’s relationship to his beloved Israel.   
 You may have also noticed how chapter 1 and the first part of chapter 2 mirrors the second 
part of chapter 2 and chapter 3.  If you draw a line, so to speak, right down the middle of chapter 2, 
you have on one side an example of Israel’s sin demonstrated by Hosea’s life and Israel’s sin and 
judgment announced by the Lord.  On the other side you have Israel’s restoration announced by 
God and an example of that restoration demonstrated by Hosea’s life.  
 At this point a question arises concerning Hosea’s marriage to Gomer.  Did Hosea truly 
loved his wife or did he simply marry her and take her back after her unfaithfulness because he was 
told to do so by God?  I believe that the answer is both.  God instructs Hosea to love his wife again 
and to show love to her as the Lord loves the Israelites.  This type of love that is unmerited (and 
unreciprocated) is shown to Gomer by Hosea in the same way that the Lord shows it to the 
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Israelites.  I often like to say that love is not a feeling, love is a “doing.”  Love shows itself in actions 
and is an action itself.  The true love that God showed to the Israelites was the action God 
performed when he promised to restore them and to provide a savior to their people who would be 
from one of their future generations.  God performed his love on the people when he fulfilled his 
gospel promises to them, his promise to always keep them as his children and to redeem them even 
when in their unfaithfulness and rebellion they did nothing to deserve it.  This is the kind of love 
Hosea is told to show his wife and he does.  In spite of her unfaithfulness and her adulterous ways, 
Hosea brings her back to himself, even paying a relatively high price to buy her back, indicative of 
the exorbitant price God the Father paid to redeem fallen Israel and the rest of the world.  If Hosea 
had simply been going through the motions of taking into his home his unfaithful wife but had not 
been concerned about her or about her welfare, he would not have been loving her as the Lord 
commanded and his love would not reflect the love the Lord had for the people of Israel.  For this 
reason, then, I believe that Hosea could not have properly taught his message because he would not 
have properly felt the pain of losing his loved one nor would he know just how much love and 
mercy it takes to bring that loved one back, especially when there is no viable reason for doing so. 
 When Gomer returned to Hosea, the Lord is very direct in telling Hosea and us that this is 
how the Lord will treat the people of Israel.  There are no strings attached, no “ifs”, there is no “as 
long as”.  The Lord simply says that this is what will happen.  And how will the people respond?  By 
coming to the Lord, calling him their God once again and seeking him.  Now, Hosea says that this 
will happen after many days, during which they will have no king, no sacred stones or ephod, and no 
sacrifices will be made (3:4).  This is a reference to the impending punishment from God, executed 
by the Assyrians.  They will spend a period of time without the worship life they once knew.  But 
this will only be temporary because in the end, God will never leave his people, he promises to bring 
them back.  He will be their God once again and they will be his people, their relationship will be 
restored.  This is ultimately the promise of redemption carried out by the Messiah whom God 
promised to send when he made his covenant with Abraham. 
 Thus we’ve seen how Part I sets the stage for the rest of the book of Hosea.  If an 
introduction to a thesis is designed to “tell them what you’re going to tell them,” then Part I has 
done exactly that.  Hosea shows the pattern:  The people rebel, God promises punishment and then 
God promises mercy and restoration.  Essentially, the rest of the book is an elaboration on the 
points made in chapters 1 through 3.  We will see this more clearly as we continue on.  The overall 
theme is clear: mankind has sinned and has been unfaithful to God and yes there are repercussions, 
but God remains faithful to us, does not leave us forever and sends a savior to restore us to him. 
 

Part II: Chapter 4 — Chapter 10 
 
 Chapters 4 through 10 are all prophecies of judgment against the people of Israel.  Chapters 
1-3 have shown us what Israel has done to the Lord and what the Lord will do to them as a result.  
In many ways, one can look at these 8 middle chapters simply as God expounding on what he has 
said to the people in the first part of chapter 2.  There is a great amount of detail in this section as 
the sins of Israel and the judgments are described in very picturesque language.  To fully mine the 
treasures of Hosea in this section would take days and so it is not feasible to do so here and now.  
Our goal in studying Hosea is to see God’s grace and to truly expose the gospel message of Hosea, it 
is not necessary to sift through every particle contained in chapters 4 through 11.  For the purpose 
of this study, it will be sufficient to look at this section as a whole and perhaps focus in on some of 
the major points or more difficult sections to understand. 
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Chapters 4-5 
 Part II begins with an indictment against Israel for their crimes.  The Lord brings the charges 
forward, describing what those crimes are and how the crimes have affected the people.  Then at the 
end of chapter 4 and throughout chapter 5, God announces what he will do to the people.  These 
two chapters are in some ways an introduction to the rest of Part II.  The sins of the people are on 
the table, so to speak.  These chapters describe these sins in general as being unfaithfulness to God.  
Then the judgment is made known, which these chapters describe as the Lord cutting himself off 
from the people.  We will see somewhat of a pattern develop in Part II: “This is what Israel has 
done.  This is what God will do because of it.” 
 The greatest sin that the people have committed is being unfaithful to their God.  We see 
this as the main sin in chapter 4 and then throughout part II this sin manifests itself in Israel in 
different ways, from worshipping idols, to prostitution; from relying on earthly powers to the 
Israelites robbing and murdering their own people.  In chapter 4 God begins by indicting the priests, 
the spiritual leaders of Israel.  He says that they are primarily responsible for Israel’s degradation and 
he reserves the most severe punishment for them, though the whole nation will be punished when 
the Assyrians invade and take the people into captivity. This is reminiscent of Luke 17:1-2 where 
Jesus says, “Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through 
whom they come. It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around 
his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin.”  Those who sin have punishment 
coming to them.  Those who cause others to sin would be better off never having been born.  
Therefore, because the priests are wicked, the people, almost by default, become like their spiritual 
leaders who set examples of wickedness and unfaithfulness.  4:9 reads, “And it will be: Like people, 
like priests. I will punish both of them for their ways and repay them for their deeds.” 
 One of the ways that the people’s unfaithfulness to God has manifested itself is mentioned 
in verse 13.  The people have turned their backs on God.  Not only have they have gone to worship 
false idols and have engaged in heathen worship practices, but they have also turned their backs on 
God as the one who delivers them physically.  When King Menahem was attacked by the Assyrians, 
he did not turn to the Lord for help, which would have been the only sure way for him to keep his 
kingdom.  He would have had the only true God on his side, who is more powerful than any earthly 
empire.  Instead, Menahem turned to the very nation that had invaded Israel and struck a deal with 
them.  Menahem was technically the king of Israel but it was not without the help of the Assyrians 
to whom he was required to pay a hefty price for their support.  So, obviously, God is angry with the 
people of Israel for putting their trust in a worldly power and not in Him.  Because of God’s anger, 
the great king of Assyria is not able to help or to heal Ephraim’s sores (5:13).  God, the ferocious 
lion, is going to tear him apart (5:14).  
 What is the judgment that the Lord will bring down upon his people?  He will abandon 
them.  5:4 reads, “Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. A spirit of prostitution is 
in their heart; they do not acknowledge the LORD” and later in 5:6 we read that “When they go 
with their flocks and herds to seek the LORD, they will not find him; he has withdrawn himself 
from them.”  This is the most severe punishment of all.  Because of God’s abandonment, Israel and 
everything in it will be destroyed.  But God does not tell the people that this destruction will take 
place at the hands of the Assyrians.  Instead, God calls himself the moth to Ephraim and the rot to 
Judah (5:13).  He says later on in chapter 5 that he himself will be like the lion and tear to pieces the 
nation of Israel.  The point is clear:  God himself is the one who carried out this destruction.  It is 
happening by his hand.  This is a wonderful thought and, at the same time, an incredibly humbling 
and fearful thought.  We are reminded that the Lord is the one who is in control of everything that 
happens in this world.  Yes, he is in control of wildfires and earthquakes and hurricanes that kill 
many and leave many more homeless.  He does not allow these things to simply happen on their 
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own.  That gives us great comfort because even the terrible things of this world happen at the hands 
of our loving and gracious God who works all things out for the good of his people on earth so that 
his kingdom might grow.  We are also reminded, however, of the righteous judgment of God, that 
he demands we be perfect or suffer the consequences and this is not an idle threat.  God means 
what he says and has the power (and the right) to punish us for our sins. 
 An interesting side note here is that Hosea, while delivering this message of condemnation 
to Israel, rather unexpectedly turns his attention to the Southern Kingdom (4:15).  He warns the 
people of Israel to stay away from Judah and vice versa.  He commands the people to stay away 
from Gilgal and  Beth Aven.  From what we know about Beth Aven, it is clear as to why Hosea 
would tell the people of Judah to stay away from there.  It had a temple dedicated to a false god, it 
was a place of sin and idolatry.  We can only assume that the same can be said of Gilgal.  We do 
know for a fact that there was at least a religious memorial there, since the covenant was 
reconfirmed to the people entering the promised land at that place.  It is most likely that at some 
time during the history of Israel people had begun to incorporate idol worship in that place and the 
true meaning of the memorial of Gilgal was lost.  The point that Hosea wants to make to the 
Judeans is clear: “The Israelites have become corrupt and have places to practice their corruption 
and worship their false gods.  Stay away from them so that you do not become corrupt as well.” 
 
Chapters 6-7 
 At first, chapter 6 seems like a bright spot for the people of Israel.  6:1-3, seems to show the 
people coming to their senses and realizing that if they return to the Lord he will come and heal 
them, revive them, restore them and become for them like spring rains watering the earth (6:3).  
This seems like what the Lord wants to hear all along.  In fact, this is such a wonderful example of 
repentance and trust in the Lord’s forgiveness that the composers of the ILCW Lectionary series 
have made 5:15-6:3 the first lesson for Lent 4.  This certainly is a wonderful text on which to preach 
as we have the opportunity to proclaim both the Lord’s wrath over sin and his gracious forgiveness 
(law and gospel).  But I believe that one must take these verses out of context to do that. Reading 
beyond verse 3 of chapter 6, we see that God has a rather negative reaction to Israel’s return to the 
Lord.  He calls their love dew and morning mist that quickly disappears.  He says that what he truly 
desires is mercy and fruits of faith, not empty sacrifices or vain worship.  He does not want Israel to 
simply go through the motions just so that they can have God’s blessings once again.  That is not 
true repentance; that is treating the Lord like a good luck charm.  The hearts of the people are far 
from the Lord as evidenced by their wicked behavior filled with murder and robbery of people who 
are on the road to Shechem (6:9).  Gilead is also mentioned here, referred to as a city of wicked men, 
stained with blood (6:8) 
 Thus this two-part pattern continues in which God 1) announces the sins of the people and 
2) proclaims his judgment against them. Chapter 6 verse 3 through chapter 7 is the first part of this 
pattern and chapters 8 through 10 is the second part.  God is calling the people to the carpet, 
showing them everything that they have done wrong, showing them all the ways in which they have 
been unfaithful.   He mentions their acts of wickedness, like robbing one another, being so filled 
with lust that their burning never dies down, like an oven that never needs to be stoked (7:6-7).  He 
speaks of restoring them and restoring their fortunes only to see their sins revealed all the more.  
This is an obvious reference to the past kings of Israel who did enjoy success and prosperity but 
never recognized that it was because the Lord was blessing them.  They were not compelled to turn 
to the Lord and live a life of godliness out of thanksgiving for his blessing.   
 These are the sins that he sees while the people of Israel are making this insincere apology.  
The Lord is angry that they have made a big show of turning to him while they are still involved in 
all kinds of wicked acts.  Hosea references Gilead (6:8) and Shechem (6:9).  In verse 7 he also 



- 14 - 

mentions Adam.  The NIV renders verse 7 as “Like Adam, they have broken the covenant.”  
Another possible translation could be “as at Adam…” which make sense in the context, as Hosea 
mentions other places of historical importance.  Most likely Adam here refers to another place that 
we know nothing about.  God does not make a covenant with Adam that Adam breaks so this is 
probably referring to a place where idolatry (covenant breaking) took place.   
 God also points out once again the people failing to turn to God when dealing with political 
difficulty.  Their burning sinfulness causes them to overthrow kings left and right, as was the case 
with many kings of the North.  But never once do they call on God.  Nor do they call on God when 
foreigners sap their strength (7:9).  Instead, as 7:11-16 points out, Ephraim is like a bird that cannot 
decide which branch to perch on.  It goes back and forth between Egypt and Assyria, looking for 
help from them while completely disregarding God.  For this reason, the Lord condemns Israel 
upon which he elaborates throughout Hosea.  The end of chapter 7 shows how Israel has gone 
wrong in so many ways, doing everything except the one thing needed, to call on the name of the 
Lord and return to him.  The Lord wants to redeem them but they refuse, and in fact they speak lies 
against him.  Because of this they will fall by the sword and will be made a laughing stock of other 
nations (7:16). 
 
Chapters 8-10 
 In chapters 6 and 7, the Lord tells Israel how they have wronged God.  In the final section 
of Part II, chapters 8 through 10, the Lord tells Israel what he is going to do about it.  The 
punishment that Israel receives begins with them “reaping the whirlwind” (8:7).  This signifies that 
all of their labor will be in vain.  One cannot control a whirlwind nor does anything come of trying 
to.  It’s a vain and fruitless thing to try and reap one.  The people will be left without the prosperity 
that had always been a blessing from the Lord.  They will have nothing and soon they will waste 
away under the pressure of the great king of Assyria.  The people will try to recover, but not in the 
way that is pleasing to God.  Instead of coming to him for help, they will once again chase after 
powers that cannot save them; they will build fortified cities but those will be no match for the fire 
that the Lord will send (8:14).  Israel is looking for salvation in the wrong place and this is their 
downfall.   
 The judgment that will come upon Israel is great because their corruption is as it was in the 
days of Gibeah (9:9).  There will be no longer any births or pregnancies or even conceptions.  And if 
anyone does have a child it will be taken away (9:12).  The Lord says that he hated them for their 
wickedness at Gilgal (9:15) and he will no longer love them.  He will reject them and they will have 
no place to go when the Assyrians come.  Even those who escape the Assyrians will be taken captive 
by the Egyptians.  The destruction that will befall Israel is total and complete because the Lord is 
taking his love away totally and completely.   
 In these chapters the Lord does speak of a time when he was pleased with Israel, that when 
he found them it was like finding grapes in the desert or like seeing fruit on a fig tree.  There was a 
time when Israel prospered but those days are over.  The people have forgotten the Lord and so 
they will be destroyed.  An irony in chapter 10 is seen as the Lord speaks specifically of destroying 
Beth Aven and the golden calf that was kept there.  This place of evil and this false god that the 
people trusted in and used as a replacement for the Lord will be ruined.  The people will be removed 
from their land because they failed to trust in God and put their confidence in their own strength.  
Their strength had always come from the Lord and so their own strength will do nothing for them 
when God takes this strength away and sends Assyria to make them slaves in a foreign land. 
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Part III: Chapter 11 — Chapter 14 
 The final part of Hosea brings us once again to God’s gospel promises.  C.F.W. Walther tells 
us to preach the law as if there is no gospel and then to preach the gospel as if there is no law.  Well, 
the law has been preached in Part II and there was no hint of any gospel message.  Now that the 
people are fully aware of their sins and their impending punishment, they can see the gospel more 
clearly, which comes to them completely detached from any law-based messages.  The grace we hear 
in Part III stands alone.  It does not depend on any fulfillment of the law in order for it to come to 
the people.  This is God’s grace in Hosea. 

 
Chapter 11:1-11 
 After the Lord has made clear what he will do to Israel in chapters 4-10, there is a sudden 
and distinct change in tone.  In chapter 11 the Lord certainly does recount the sins of the people but 
in this case his anger has really turned to mourning.  The Lord begins by speaking of the love that he 
had for Israel, remembering how he had called Israel out of Egypt like a son.  That family bond that 
we saw in chapter 2 is shown once again, that at one time the people did not live in rejection of God 
or in fear of him, they lived as his children, enjoying the intimate familial relationship shared 
between two members of the same family.  This relationship, of course, happened by God’s grace.  
This was God’s covenant with his people from the beginning.  The Lord promised to Abraham that 
he would take care of Abraham’s children, promising to preserve them no matter what.  Here, in the 
beginning verses of chapter 11 the Lord is lamenting that despite his love for Israel, they turned to 
Baals, not realizing that it was the Lord who was healing them, it was the Lord who was leading 
them in love and it was the Lord himself who removed the yoke from their necks (11:4).  You can 
feel the sadness in the Lord’s words as he explains that because of their refusal to repent, they will 
end up in Assyria or Egypt and their cities will be destroyed. 
 Then, just as the tone of the prophecies has changed from anger to sadness or remorse, the 
content of the prophecies also changes.  It would be wrong to say that the Lord is conflicted within 
himself about what he should do to Israel, but if we ascribe human attributes to God as scripture 
sometimes does, we see exactly that.  The Lord has reminded the people of everything they have 
done, of every act of unfaithfulness they have carried out.  By all accounts the Lord should be 
furious with the people and should have no problem casting them aside, supplanting them from 
their homes and abandoning them not just for a limited period of time but forever.  The gospel of 
Hosea, however, is seen in chapter 11 where we read that the Lord cannot bring himself to do that.  
He asks himself how he can give them up—because he can’t.  He asks himself how he can hand 
them over—because he can’t.  He asks how he can treat them like Admah and Zeboiim—because 
he can’t.  As he says, his heart is changed within him (11:8).  So, the Lord decides that he will not 
carry out his anger and wrath.  The reason for this is clear, given in verse 9, “For I am God and not 
man—the Holy One among you will not come in wrath.”  This verse speaks volumes about the 
mercy of God.  God could be angry with his people and cut them off from his grace completely.  
That would be the natural human reaction.  But God is not a human, he is God and so he doesn’t 
act like a human.  Instead, as God, he exercises his overabundant grace and mercy.  He brings Israel 
back to himself as only a loving and gracious God can.   
 In the final verses of chapter 11 the Lord describes what will happen when he calls the 
people to himself.  He says that they will come trembling (11:11), perhaps afraid that more 
punishment is coming.  But the Lord promises that they will settle in the land once again.  They will 
come out of Assyria and Egypt and will return to their homes. 
 An important thing to notice in all of this, once again, is the absence of any kind of 
transition.  While that may not be a very good preaching style, it serves a purpose here in Hosea.  At 
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first, the Lord is angry with the people and punishes them.  Then, without any kind of repentance, 
without the people actually turning to God, God has compassion on them.  There is no transition, 
the text simply goes from speaking about judgment to speaking about restoration.  The jewel of 
God’s grace stands out against the dark backdrop of his righteous judgment  This is a good lesson 
for all of God’s people.  There is nothing that any of us have done that required God to love us or 
even prompted him to do so.  Nothing we have done causes him to do this, he does simply because 
he is God, the Holy One.  The greatness of his mercy is seen so vividly when set against the 
backdrop of our sins.  Contrasts between law and gospel and sin and grace in Hosea cause the 
gospel message to be seen more brightly. 
 
Chapters 11:12-13 
 As Hosea continues after chapter 11, the message once again turns to doom and destruction.  
Throughout these chapters the Lord makes his anger toward the people of Israel known once again.  
The Lord says that Ephraim has surrounded God with lies.  Instead of worshipping the true God, 
the people have worshiped the false idols and because these are false gods, the people are lying when 
they worship them.  This is their great sin that the Lord reminds them of once again.  In their 
rejection of the Lord they have resorted to dishonesty and have looked to their ill-gotten wealth for 
salvation (12:8). 
 What is interesting about this section is that God reminds the people that this is not the way 
that it always was.  Perhaps this fact only adds to the sin of Israel.  The Lord reminds them of their 
forefather, Jacob, who at one time was sinful and unfaithful to God as the people were in Hosea’s 
time.  But Jacob was also a man of faith, who trusted God and wrestled with him, refusing to let him 
go until the Lord promised to bless him.  This is what the Lord is looking for from Israel now.  The 
Lord also reminds the people of how he cared for them and how they were led by a prophet out of 
the land of slavery in Egypt and into the land the Lord had promised to them.  The Lord wants the 
people to once again listen to the prophets and to be led by the prophets back to him.  But the Lord 
knows that this will not happen and so Israel must be punished for their sins. 
 So, the Lord continues to speak of Israel’s judgment.  He speaks of a time when Israel was 
great but in their greatness they became proud. The Lord also reminds them how he brought them 
out of Egypt and gave them all they needed.  Because the people had all they needed, they forgot 
about God and began worshipping false gods and bringing punishment down on themselves.  
Because they followed these gods and even followed the practice of human sacrifice, the Lord 
promises that they will become like chaff (13:3) and that he will attack them like a wild animal of 
prey (13:7).  Their king that they sinfully begged the Lord to give them because they wanted to be 
like other nation will not be able to rescue them.  And so pain will befall the people and because 
they will not come to the Lord, they will not be relieved of this pain.  Their spring will dry up, their 
storehouses will be plundered and their pregnant women will be ripped open (1315-16).  This is the 
gruesome punishment that will come upon Israel for their unbelief and their rejection of God. 
   This is a basic summary of chapters 12 and 13.  There is, however, placed right in the 
middle of this judgment prophecy, a salvation prophecy at 13:14.  Again, the structure of the writing 
is indicative of God’s grace because there is nothing leading up to verse 14 that would indicate to us 
that salvation is coming.  The verse really stands alone and for that reason, the message becomes all 
the more powerful.  Remember, the Lord is telling Israel that they will be destroyed and that their 
destruction will be painful.  Immediately after that, however, he tells them, “I will ransom them 
from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your plagues? 
Where, O grave, is your destruction?”  This is not so much a prophecy about physical restoration 
(which in reality never comes to the people of the northern Kingdom) but a prophecy of spiritual 
restoration.  God is telling the people that even though they have rejected him and have been 
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unfaithful to him, he is going to redeem them from death and from the power of the grave.  This is 
the ultimate redemption that is fulfilled only in Christ.  This is the verse that the Apostle Paul quotes 
in 1 Corinthians 16:55.  Paul is reminding the people about the hope of the resurrection and it is 
hope in this same resurrection with which God fills the people through the prophet Hosea.  The 
people of Hosea’s day have fallen away from God.  The people of our day do the same thing every 
time they let the sinful nature get the better of them.  God spoke his law to the people of Hosea’s 
day, which included the consequences for breaking the law.  God does the same to us, by giving us 
each a conscience and by telling us in his Word exactly what his demands are and what the penalty is 
for failing to live up to them.  When we are torn down by the law, as I am sure Hosea’s audience 
was, we are lifted up once again by God’s amazing grace which he revealed to us in his Son, the one 
who destroyed the power of death so that death has no plague or destruction to bring us.  All of this 
is done by the love of God, not because we are good enough to deserve it but because we are lost 
without it.  God sees our sinful condition as he did the people of Israel and reminds us in the midst 
of our sins and in spite of our sins, that we are redeemed from the grave and that death has no 
victory over us.  This again is the joy that we receive when reading Hosea. 
 
Chapter 14 
 The final chapter of Hosea serves as a conclusion to the rest of the book in much the same 
way that chapters 1-3 served as an introduction.  This is the Lord’s final plea to the people of Israel 
to come back.  He shows them that their sins have separated them from their God and directs them 
toward an attitude of repentance.  All the Lord wants is for the people to recognize that they need 
the Lord’s forgiveness and his grace.  He wants them to see the folly of going after false gods and to 
reject those gods that they made with their own hands.  When this happens, the Lord says that he 
will heal them and love them freely.  He will have compassion on them and cause them to grow and 
flourish and make them strong with deep roots like cedar trees (14:5-6).  The Lord goes on with 
what he will do for Israel, never leaving them wanting a thing, continuing to give to them and 
causing them to grow.  Finally he says that the wise will understand what the Lord is saying and will 
walk in his ways but for the foolish, these ways will cause them to stumble (14:9). 
 Once again God’s unmerited grace comes through loud and clear.  He describes in great 
depth what he will do for Israel and how he will restore his people.  He will make them prosper 
once again, forgiving them for the times when they enjoyed the success God gave them but forgot 
that it was God who gave.   
 You may be thinking, however, that God’s promises here are conditional and he only 
promises to restore the Israelites if they first show repentance.  That is not the case because it 
cannot be.  We know from other parts of scripture that repentance is a fruit of faith and that 
repentance can only come when a person already knows and believes that his sins are forgiven by 
the love of God.  When God asks for repentance here he knows that it will come only when he first 
brings his people back to the one true faith.  This will happen when the Lord calls those who were 
“not loved” and “not his people”, “loved” and “his people” once again.  This happens only because 
God wants it to and not because he receives urging on the part of the sinner.  It can only be God 
who blesses each of us in this same way.  Truly God does desire repentance from us and when we 
sin we acknowledge those sins and ask God to forgive them.  But we can only do this if God has 
first come to us through the means of grace and has given us a new life in Christ that leads us to 
repent.  Our repentance and our good works happen only after we have faith in the salvation won 
for us.  This same thing is happening with the Israelites whom God wants to save.  He wants to save 
them and wants to see repentance as a fruit of faith and a sign that they are holding on to the 
coming Messiah for forgiveness and redemption.  Their repentance is a sign that God has already 
come to them and has blessed them by taking away their sins and giving them new life in his Son. 
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*  *  * 
 

  For us the gospel message is the same as we see it in Hosea.  In many ways we can see 
ourselves when we see the people of Israel at Hosea’s time.  When we sin we “cheat” on God, we 
follow after other lovers that are more enticing and seem to have more to offer.  When we sin we 
are forgetting about the wonderful relationship that we share with our savior Jesus and how perfect 
it is.  We are forgetting about how much he cares for us by keeping us away from things that might 
harm us spiritually.  For this, God would have every reason to cast us aside, to rip us out of our 
comfortable lives and leave us in the hands of wicked and godless people who cause us to suffer. 
 The lesson we learn from Hosea, then, gives us a great amount of comfort when we realize 
that despite the gravity of our sins and despite how they separate us from God, the Lord does not 
abandon us.  He does not leave us to work out our salvation by ourselves.  He expects nothing from 
us.  And as suddenly and as unexpectedly as the salvation passages appeared in Hosea among 
passages of punishment, Christ was born for us suddenly and unexpectedly, in an obscure town at 
an obscure time.  Just as God’s grace seems to pop out from nowhere in the book of Hosea, God’s 
grace popped out from nowhere when he assured Adam and Eve that their sin of listening to the 
serpent would not be the death of them, that a savior would come who would take away their sins 
and would crush the serpent’s head, rendering him powerless. 
 This is how God works his grace.  We see it throughout the Scriptures.  God’s people do not 
return to him on their own.  God comes to his people with his love—unasked, unforced, unearned.  
This is the message we hear in Hosea.  God has witnessed the unfaithfulness of his people, he has 
seen them chase after “the other man,” but God will not allow that to keep his people from him.  
God is faithful and faithfully keeps his promises as Hosea so clearly shows us.  May this unending 
grace of God fill or lives each and every day. 
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