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Why Special Ministries?    We try to conquer every barrier, whether it is a disability or a circumstance of 
life, that prevents people from participating in their church family in the usual ways.  If you have any 
problem serving a member’s needs, give Special Ministries a call.  We will direct you to what is available. 
 
Mission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (MDHH) Two developments in this area:  for people who are 
hard of hearing, installing a hearing loop has made church services more accessible for members who 
have hearing aids that can take advantage of this technology.  Hearing loops have been popular in other 
parts of the world.  Now hearing loops are growing in popularity in the US.  In WELS, looping is most 
common in eastern Wisconsin WELS churches but not so much outside the Midwest.  For deaf members, 
prospects and visitors, Video Remote Interpreting (VRI) is an exciting development.  VRI makes it 
possible to use video conferencing technology to provide an interpreter.  Do your members have a deaf 
relative who might visit your church?  VRI could enable you to include your prospective member in an 
Easter service or a wedding.  A pair of WELS brothers are providing this service for a reasonable price. 
 
Called Worker Care  Synod Convention asked each circuit to urge its congregations to use the Care 
Committee for Called Worker (CCCW) materials for supporting and encouraging called workers.  Has 
your congregation obtained yours?  You can order them from Special Ministries or download/view them 
at https://connect.wels.net/AOM/ps/CSM/cccw/default.aspx 
 
Chaplain Certification  Are you looking for opportunities reach beyond your church walls or pursuing 
continuing education? Chaplain Certification courses, usually available online through MLC, can prepare 
you for a unique opportunity in ministry.  The next available course in the series is a 1 credit “Chaplaincy 
Seminar” which will be taught at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.  For more information, go to the MLC 
website and search “WELS Chaplaincy Certification Program.” 
 
Train your people for jail ministry  Jail Ministry Training Team (JMTT) has funding to come to your 
circuit or conference and do a workshop to train lay people to start a jail ministry.  Contact Rick Tuttle at 
rick.tuttle@wels.net. 
 
Could you or members of your church or community use information on: 
 Daily spiritual connection?  Household (or personal) time management? 
 Positive / negative impact on marriage of raising a special needs child? 
 Getting past guilt trips to form healthy habits? 
 Learning to get over “fixing” a special needs child and learning to loving him / her? 
 Deciding when mental health treatment is a necessity? 
WELS Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Ministry (IDDM) is streaming its “Give Me a Break” 
series of webinars that would be useful for families of people with special needs and many other 
Christians.   Who couldn’t use a good Christian presentation on time management? Or maybe a good 
video presentation for Bible class when the pastor is out of town?  Watch the WELS website for release 
of these video presentations in the weeks ahead. 
 
Just a couple of clicks to give help  Special Ministries has powerful spiritual resources to help our 
members in the military, as well as those who are incarcerated.   Sometimes we don’t get contact 

https://connect.wels.net/AOM/ps/CSM/cccw/default.aspx


information until it’s too late.  If you know someone is enlisting or is being transferred or deployed, or 
has been incarcerated, please take a few moments to fill out the online referral form 
http://www.wels.net/special-ministries/online-referrals 
 
Technology and Vision Impairment  It might seem like a no-brainer, but the enlarging function on iPads 
and smart phones is being used by people with vision impairment.  One WELS child who needs large 
print takes a picture of the hymn with his iPad and enlarges it so he can see all the words!  Because most 
service folders and sermons are in a digital format, it takes only a few moments to make a few large 
print copies for worshipers with vision problems.  Digital files can be emailed to a blind person whose 
“reader” or Braille machine can convert the document. A blind WELS adult has asked for more mp3 
editions of our doctrinal books!  The digital revolution is mainstreaming people with visual impairment.  
Are there any in your church or neighborhood that can be helped? 
 
Conquerors through Christ  You may have read in Forward in Christ about the new WELS website to 
help people who struggle with temptations to view Internet pornography.  The website is full of 
evangelical encouragement and clear Biblical support for those who are looking for help.  Check it out at 
conquerorsthroughchrist.net.  Whether you work with young people, married couples or single adults, 
or whether you have a friend who admits his addiction or you need help, check out the solid Lutheran 
help available on this site. 
 
They know about it in Africa.  Do you?  Jesus Cares Ministries has been called one of our best kept 
secrets.  Forgotten people living in group homes near your church and children with developmental 
disabilities needing Sunday School could use a Jesus Cares Ministry!  Jesus Cares has now gone to 
Malawi.  Lutherans there received it with excitement for their neglected people with intellectual or 
developmental disabilities.  For help starting a Jesus Cares Ministry contact Bill Truebenbach from The 
Lutheran Home Association, at btruebenback@tlha.org 
 
No access to good counselors in your area?  The Member Assistance Program (MAP) from WLCFS-
Christian Family Solutions can help you meet the mental and spiritual health needs of your members 
and students. Since 2008 WLCFS-Christian Family Solutions has assisted over 1,000 members and 
partnered with over 200 WELS/ELS churches to provide short-term counseling services. Most of these 
members connected through a live, video conference right from their own homes using a standard 
webcam. Now through video, when a congregation partners with WLCFS-Christian Family Solutions, it’s 
like having over 20 professional, state-licensed, and specialized WELS/ELS master’s-  and Ph.D.-level 
therapists who have specialized training to conduct counseling via distance modalities such as video or 
telephone.  Learn more at www.ChristianFamilySolutions.org or by calling 1-800-438-1772. 
 
The South Central District has a Member Assistance Program for video conferencing contract in place 
with WLCFS-Christian Family Solutions.  There are two options available to you.   

1. The first option is for Pastors to refer members of their congregations for counseling.  A per 
session fee is billed to the district and paid by the congregation using the sessions. 

2. The second option is for any called worker or called worker family member to receive 
confidential counseling at no charge to the called worker or his/her family.  This is sponsored by 
district funds.  This is confidential between the client and WLCFS.   

 
There are links on the district web site for both of these options.  For confidential help, call your District 
Coordinator or WLCFS for more information. 
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