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ABOUT THE SERVICES 

This year’s conference theme reminds God’s people of the joy that comes from serving the risen 
Christ. Service to God and his church can be challenging, frustrating, and even frightening – but our 
labor in the Lord is not in vain. Perhaps the time we spend in worship can feel the same. Every week, 
the pastor prepares, the musician practices, the parishioner makes their way to the pew. All around 
them are the daily temptations to grow weary of worship. The Word is preached, the Sacraments 
shared, the hymns sung, but it can start to feel so lifeless.  
 
But these gatherings are Not in Vain! Each Sunday celebrates the risen Christ. And each worship 
service is designed to highlight that resurrection. When we gather in God’s house to confess our sins 
and receive absolution, we do not gather in vain. When we are fed with the truth of God in his Word 
and Sacraments, our time is not in vain. When we stand shoulder to shoulder with other believers to 
confess our faith and offer our prayer, our fellowship is not in vain. And when we leave God’s house 
bearing his blessing, our worship has not been in vain. Our worship service and devotions are meant 
to highlight these different moments in our weekly worship service. We offer them to you with 
alternative suggestions for you to use in your own congregations. It is our prayer that we never stop 
growing in our lives of worship.  
 
Opening Service: FED – Not in Vain (Holy Communion) 
Our conference begins with a celebration of God’s means of grace. As he fed his people of the Old 
Testament, so he feeds us today. We are encouraged in the words of 2 Corinthians 6 not to take this 
grace in vain! Every day we gather around his Word and Sacrament is a day of salvation! 
Presiding Minister: Pastor Ben Reichel, A Mighty Fortress – Fulshear, TX 
Conference Preacher: Pastor John Hering, Divine Peace – Garland, TX 
 
Thursday Afternoon Devotion:  GATHERED– Not in Vain (Evening Prayer) 
“At the evening sacrifice, I fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the LORD my God and 
prayed.” When was the last time we knelt in worship? Each time we gather, we have the opportunity 
to rend our hearts and plead for God’s mercy. But each time we gather, we also hear about that 
mercy, forgiveness, and absolution – right from the start. Ezra 9:1-9 can help us put our evening 
prayer in perspective.   Devotion Leader: Pastor John Vieths – Grace, Norman OK 
 
Friday Morning Devotion: UNITED – Not in Vain (Morning Praise) 
In Acts 13:1-5 , Paul and Barnabas receive a call from the Holy Spirit to serve as full-time missionaries. 
But don’t overlook the part played by the congregation in Antioch. They prayed together and placed 
their hands on these servants. Each week, the words we speak in the Prayer of the Church are 
meaningful words. The offerings we gather make ministry happen throughout our congregations and 
across our world Devotion Leader: Staff Minister Chad White – Holy Word, Austin TX 
 
Friday Afternoon Devotion: SENT - Not in Vain (Closing Service)  
We make our ways home, back to our places of service, with the blessing of God ringing in our ears. 
It’s a blessing that we hear week after week after week, either in the words of Aaron or in the words 
of the Apostle Paul. We’ll conclude our conference by considering his call to unity and peace with the 
closing words of Paul’s letter: 2 Corinthians 13:11-14. 
Devotion Leader: Pastor David Bivens, Christ the Lord – Sienna Plantation, TX 
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OPENING SERVICE 
FED – Not in Vain! Service of Word and Sacrament 

 
 

GATHERING RITE ON THE WORD OF GOD  Blessed Jesus, At Your Word 
 Christian Worship 221 
 
STAND   

 
M: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
C: Amen. 
 
Sing: 

 
 
 
M:  Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear my voice.  
C:  Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. 
 
M:  If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  
C:  But with you there is  forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 
 
 
Sing:  All our knowledge, sense, and sight Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

Till your Spirit breaks our night With the beams of truth unclouded. 
You alone to God can win us; You must work all good within us. 
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M:  I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope.  
C:  My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning.  
 
M:  Put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord there is full redemption. 
C.  The Lord’s love  never fails. He will redeem his people from all their sins. 
 
 
Sing:   Gracious Savior, good and kind, Light from Light, from God proceeding, 

Open now our heart and mind; Help us by your Spirit’s pleading. 
 Hear the cry your people raises; Hear and bless our prayers and praises.  
 
 
M:  If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  
C:  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave 

us the ministry of reconciliation:  
 
M:  God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against 

them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  
C:  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 

appeal through us.  
 
M:  We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  
C:  God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. Amen. 
 
 
Sing:   Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Praise to you and adoration! 

Grant that we your Word may trust, Confident of our salvation, 
While we here below must wander, Till we sing your praises yonder. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: Let us pray. 

  Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your 
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope 
and love, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

 
BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON Nehemiah 9:5-21 
 God’s people recount their blessings: 
 God has never failed to feed us with his Word. 
 
 
PSALM Psalm 84 
 Tune: “The Church’s One Foundation” 
 

How lovely, Lord, how lovely is your abiding place; 
My soul is longing, fainting, to feast upon your grace. 
The sparrow finds a shelter, a place to build her nest, 
And so your temple calls us within its walls to rest. 
 
In you blest courts to worship, O God, a single day 
Is better than a thousand if I from you should stray. 
I’d rather keep the entrance and call upon my Lord 
than revel in the riches the ways of sin afford. 
 
A sun and shield forever are you, O Lord Most High; 
You shower us with blessings; no good will you deny. 
The saints, your grace receiving, from strength to strength shall go, 
And from their life shall rivers of blessing overflow. 

 
 
STAND 

 
GOSPEL Luke 22:7-20 

Jesus feeds his followers with a miraculous meal. 
 
At the conclusion of the Gospel: 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C:  Thanks be to God! 

 
BE SEATED 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening 
 Christian Worship 283 
 
SERMON 2 Corinthians 6:1-2 
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STAND at the conclusion of the sermon. 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is,  
  seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
  and became fully human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be SEATED 

OFFERING 

Please STAND for prayer  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M:  Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as members of 

your holy Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to 
worship and to grow in faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, for 
fellowship with believers in our congregation and in our synod. 

C:  Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully. 

M:  Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be 
your witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that 
lies before us. In the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in 
the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve others as 
we would serve you. 

C:  Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love. 

M:  Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom and 
power we need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in 
love, to give the reason for the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with 
gentleness and respect. 

C:  Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ. 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, a member of our congregation, an 
acquaintance, a neighbor, or a friend who does not believe in you, or whose faith is 
weak or troubled. 

Silent prayer. 

M:  Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in 
places where we cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care, and let 
nothing hinder their work. By the power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, 
so that they do not lose heart as they serve us and others. 

C:  Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M:  Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom 
come to us and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints 
and angels to sing your praise forever. 

C:  Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 
M:   The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M:   Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do.  

M:   It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, 
there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, 
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song:  

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Tune: “The Church’s One Foundation” 
 

O holy, holy, holy  
   Lord God of pow’r and might, 
Your glory, earth and heaven  
   In countless ways recite. 
Hosanna! Come and save us,  
   Lord God of hosts on high, 
And in your grace and mercy  
   Receive our fervent cry. 
 

Hosanna in the highest!  
   How truly blest is he 
Who in God’s name is coming  
   To set his people free! 
He comes to bring salvation  
   And with his blood outpoured,  
Deliver us from bondage—  
   Hosanna, mighty Lord! 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD Tune: “The Church’s One Foundation” 
 

O Lamb of God, most holy  
  for mercy now we call 
O Lamb of God, most holy  
  have mercy on us all. 
For all the world you suffered,  
  from sin you give release; 
O Lamb of God, most holy  
  grant us your promised peace. 

 
BE SEATED 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
Proceed up the center aisle to form two ‘tables,’ one on each side of the baptismal font. 
Those wishing to commune by individual cup may carry one to their place from the tray.  
The presiding minister will invite each table to kneel. Return to your place by proceeding 
down the side aisles.  
  
STAND 

 
PRAYER 
 
M: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy 

Supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase 
our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
M:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN With Praise and Thanksgiving 
 Hymn 318, stanza 2 
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THURSDAY EVENING DEVOTION 
GATHERED – Not in Vain! Confession and Absolution 

REMAIN SEATED  

PSALMODY Psalm 16 
 
L: Keep me safe, my God, for in you I take refuge. 

C: You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing. 

L: I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me.
 

C: I keep my eyes always on the LORD. With him at my right hand, I will not be 
shaken. 

L: Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure.  

C: You make known to me the path of life, and you will fill me with joy in your 
presence.  

L: O God of light and darkness, life and death, 
In you alone we find all we need in this life, and even more in the life to come. 
Open our eyes to see your glory and our ears to hear your Word 
Until our hearts, broken by your judgment and healed by your mercy, 
may burn with the joy of your presence and the hope of our Lord’s resurrection. 
Hear us, for his sake alone 

C: Amen. 
 
DEVOTION Ezra 9:1-9 
 A servant of God recognizes the grace that God gives 
 each time we are gathered to worship him.  
  
PRAYER 
 

L:  O Lord, as we close this evening, we ask you to forgive us our sins. Forgive the 

sins of our past and our present; the sins of our souls, and the sins of our bodies; 

our secret and our whispered sins; the sins we have done to please ourselves, 

and the sins we have done to please others. Forgive us for the sins that we have 

labored so long to hid from others that we have hid them even from ourselves. 

As we leave here tonight, we know that we have exactly what we have asked for 

because of Jesus. Let us have a restful night’s sleep knowing that all of our sins 

have been washed away by the blood of the Lamb.  

C:  Amen.  
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LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 
 
  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that 
you have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously 
keep me this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all 
things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no 
power over me. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
L:  May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C:  Amen.  

 
HYMN Now the Light Has Gone Away 
 Christian Worship 593:1-4 
 

1   Now the light has gone away 

Father, listen while I pray, 

asking you to watch and keep 

And to send me quiet sleep. 

3   Let my near and dear ones be 

Safe with you eternally. 

Oh, bring me and all I love 

To your happy home above. 

2   Jesus, Savior, wash away 

All that I’ve done wrong today 

Make me ever more like you, 

Good and gentle, kind and true. 

4   Now my evening praise I give; 

You once died that I might live. 

All your precious gifts are free-- 

Oh, how good you are to me! 
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FRIDAY MORNING DEVOTION 
UNITED – Not in Vain! The Prayer of the Church 

 
HYMN In Unity and Peace 
 Christian Worship Supplement 773 
Join to sing the refrains. The verses are sung by the choir.  
 

 
 

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, agree in ev’rything you say.  
May there be no divisions among you, but be united in one mind. 
For there is one Lord, one faith, one God of us all.  Refrain 
 
Live a life that is worthy of your call; be humble, gentle, and patient.  
Bear with each other in ways that are loving; preserve the unity of faith.  
For there is one Lord, one faith, one God of us all.  Refrain 
 
Share the love that has joined us as one; unite in spirit and ideals.  
Never be rivals; do not be conceited, but look to others in their need. 
For there is one Lord, one faith, one God of us all.  Refrain 

 
PRAYER 
 
L: Lord Jesus, where two or three gather in your name, you promise to be with them 

and share their fellowship. Look on us, your family, and graciously bless us with 
unity and harmony; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 
C:  Amen.  
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DEVOTION Acts 13:1-5 
 Servants of God are strengthened  

by the prayers and fellowship of fellow believers. 
 
LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 
 
C: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.  

 I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that 
you have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day 
also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into 
your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel 
be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
PRAYER 
 
L: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the rest of the past night and for the gift of a new 

day with its opportunities for pleasing you. Grant that we may pass its hours in the 
study of your Word and the freedom of your service, and, when evening comes, 
give you thanks again.  

C: Amen.  
 
BLESSING 
 
L: Let us bless the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING DEVOTION 
SENT – Not in Vain! The Blessing 

 

REMAIN SEATED 

RESPONSORY Psalm 121 

L: I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come?  

C: My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

L: He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 

C: He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  

L: The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

C: The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

L: The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 

C: The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in 
 from this time on and forevermore.  

L:  Maker of heaven and earth,  
we trust you to keep us in your care. 
Guard us from evil, protect us from harm. 
Help us to know you, and knowing you to follow you, 
So that all our comings and goings may conform to your purpose for our lives, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 
DEVOTION 2 Corinthians 13:11-14 
 The Lord’s people are united by his love and blessing. 
PRAYERS 

L: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we ask for your continued blessings on all of us. 

Bless our work as we reach out to the lost. Bless our work as we build up the 

faith of your people. We ask that you continue to guide and lead us by your 

gracious hand. Keep us all safe as we travel to our respective cities to carry out 

your ministry. Most of all, Lord God, give us peace that only you can give. Give 

us peace knowing that forgiveness, life, and salvation are ours through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior.   

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C: Our Father in heaven,  
    hallowed be your name,  
    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done  
        on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins,  

 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
 For the kingdom, the power,  

    and the glory are yours  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
L: Blessed be the Lord today. 

C: May the God of our salvation be our sun and shield. 

L: May the almighty and merciful Lord direct and preserve us on our way, and may 
he send his holy angels to accompany us, that we may return to our home in 
peace, in safety, and in joy, in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN Go, My Children, With My Blessing 
 Christian Worship 332 
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