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January 17-18, 2013 – PTD Conference 
 

Evangelism Seminars 
The COE offers a series of special evangelism seminars to congregations; 

 Assimilation of new members  

 Locating and Nurturing Prospects   

 Friendship Evangelism  

 Welcome Worship  

 Connecting To Communities  

 Outreach in a Digital World   

 
 

Future Seminars that are planned: 

 2013 – “Your Church’s Name” 

 Please speak to Pastor Hering to set up your own workshop 

 

School of Outreach (SoO) 

In 2011-12 there was a School of Outreach—A New Approach 

held at Lowell, Arkansas. 2012-13 Our Savior, Arlington hosted a 

SoO for the DFW area churches.  And 1013-14 plans are in the 

works for a SoO at Abiding Word, Houston.  Would your church 

consider hosting a School of Outreach in your area in the coming 

years?  Do you have some evangelism ideas you’d like to share with 

us?  Please enjoy sharing ideas, being encouraged as fellow 

Lutherans, emphasizing the power of the Holy Spirit working through the Gospel 

in Word and Sacrament, and rejoicing that we can be used as a tool for God’s kingdom work! 
 2000 - Arkansas churches 

 2002 - Houston  

 2003 – DFW 

 2005 – Austin 

 2008 – San Antonio 

 2011 – Arkansas area 

 2012 – Dallas Area 

 2013 – Houston Area 

 2014 – Who’s next?  ____________ 
 

 

Sure is nice to see ya’all 

at the PTD Conference!  

Don’t forget to tell 

someone about Jesus! 



Certificate Program for Evangelism 

The COE is preparing an Evangelism course for certificate that will be offered through the online program at Martin Luther College.  We are 

planning four units of three credits each.  Currently, we are writing the syllabi for the courses and enlisting instructors who will be enrolled 

in online classes taught by Dr. James Grunwald on developing online courses.  

 

Evangelism Day at Martin Luther College 

The Commission on Evangelism partners with the faculty of Martin Luther College to enhance the evangelism training of students at the 

college. Annual evangelism days have been conducted on the MLC campus since 2005.  Most recently, Evangelism Day was conducted on 

January 25, 2010.  The day for focusing on personal and congregational evangelism started with a worship service (Pastor Jon Schroeder 

preached), included two workshops for each class, and offered various “elective” presentations.  More than 40 individuals including pastors, 

teachers, staff ministers, and lay members made presentations.  Another Evangelism Day is scheduled next January. 

 

Devotions 

Distribution of Daily Devotions, which are offered through WhatAboutJesus.com, continues to grow.  There are nearly 7500 email 

subscribers, and many more readers who access the devotions on the WAJ website, the Wels.net, and the WAJ & WELS Facebook pages.  

  

Devotion booklets were developed by the WELS Commission on Evangelism for congregations to use for outreach and distribute to 

members: 

 

 Jesus' Death and Resurrection - 34 devotions based on the Gospel of Matthew, Chapters 26-28.  (NPH product # 388018) 

 Philippians - 35 devotions  (NPH product # 388019) 

 Ruth – A Love Story for the Ages   (NPH #388020) 

 

The devotions are available only in packs of 10 booklets.  The price for each pack is $15.00 (plus shipping).  For more information, go to 

connect.wels.net/evangelism. Under New Resources, go to Devotions on God’s Word.  There are plans to produce more devotion booklets 

for outreach. 

  

  

Confidently Sharing Jesus with Friends 

The Commission on Evangelism has prepared a DVD to help Christians talk about Jesus—especially with people they know.  They can 

watch and learn from a group of Christians discussing the opportunities, challenges, and aspects of reaching out to their friends with God’s 

Word.  To view a trailer, or download a poster and study resources, go to www.wels.net/evangelism and click on Confidently Sharing Jesus 

with Friends.  The DVD is available at NPH for $3.95, product # 388016. 

 

 

Outreach Movies 

The Road to Emmaus movie is being used to reach thousands of people with the message of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  WELS 

congregations distributed over 120,000 of the DVDs at Easter Outreach events in 2010 and 2011, and continue to use the movie in 

connection with their evangelism programs.  Versions are available in Spanish, Urdu, Nepali, Chinese, French, and others are being 

developed for use in our world mission stations around the world.  Also, we developed Bible study materials on the basis of the movie. 

 

We are planning the development of a series of movies for outreach.  We had planned to work on just one movie at a time, but the producers 

advised us that it would be less expensive (especially filming) to do two movies at one time.   Therefore, encouraged by the use of the Road 

to Emmaus movie for outreach, we are now planning two movies that will be sequels to the Road to Emmaus.  

 

The first sequel will focus on Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom of God/heaven as he talks with key individuals, particularly Peter during the 

40 days Jesus lived on earth after his resurrection.  The second sequel will present the truth that the gospel is for everyone by centering on 

Paul and particularly his mission experience in Philippi.  

 

The scripts are being developed by a committee made up of John Braun, Paul Hartman, Dave Kehl and Mike Hintz.  The committee has met 

numerous times to study the Bible accounts, discuss the focus of the movies and develop the movie dialogues.  Scripts for both movies have 

been drafted and revised several times.  It is our goal to complete our work on the scripts this spring.  Then turn them over to the producers, 

Steve Boettcher and Mike Trinklein for finalization.   At this point, we don’t have a definite date for filming.  That will depend on the time it 

takes to finish the scripts to the high quality we want so that the movies will serve as excellent outreach tools for many years to come.   

 

Funding for the movies is coming from a combination of grants, special funds, and gifts from individuals and congregations.    

 
Vision Statement:  To see Jesus with ya’ll in heaven. 

Mission Statement:  Grow and Go by the Gospel, with the Gospel 

Outreach: Advertising to gain an audience 

Evangelism:  Sharing the Gospel with someone. 
Respectfully Submitted,  Pastor John Hering    214-796-9077  /    pastor@divinepeace.com 

https://connect.wels.net/AOM/ps/evangelism/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.wels.net/evangelism

