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6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how 

to answer everyone. – Colossians 4:6 
 
Men of God, 
 
Just last week a woman said to me, “I don’t think that pastor remembers saying those words to 
me but they changed my life forever.”  This underscores a very important truth that I feel we 
often minimize, that is, the power of every word we say as God’s leaders. Think of how even 
words you have overheard are still affecting you today!   
 
Every word we say everywhere is a seed that will be planted in the mind and heart of those who 
hear them. Not one word is worthless.  That’s why it’s so important to plant good seeds and not 
weeds in the hearts of minds of your family, your leaders, the children and young people in your 
congregation and outsiders.   
 
What you say matters, all the time.  Just as this is a warning for our flesh, it is also a comfort for 
our souls.  We cannot always see how the words we speak work good for others.  But they do.  
And when they are repeated by others they multiply benefits instead of simply add.   
 
So be careful how you speak about everything but also be careful to keep speaking with joyful 
optimism that your words (as they mirror God’s word) will reap lasting benefits, in some cases, 
even eternal life in the place of death.  
 
You are forgiven for the wrong or idle words with which you have littered anyone. You are 
forgiven for withholding words to save your own skin.  Now, get out there and say a lot of good 
things.  God will bless them.  We have his promise! 
 
Your brother in the Word of God Business, 
 
Don Patterson 
SCD President 
WELS 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Across the SCD 

 
District Pastoral Vacancies 
Gethsemane, Oklahoma City  - Paul Bowe has the call.  
King of Kings, Little Rock - Kevin Klug has the call. 
Abiding Word, Houston – Adding a Pastor 
Victoria, Texas Mission – Aaron Glaeske has the call.  
Grace, Scroggins, - Call meeting pending.  
Camp Shiloh – Call meeting pending. 
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Pastors Holding Calls: 
 
Nathan Buege – Deer Valley, Phoenix, Arizona 
Abe Degner – Grace, Yakima, Washington 
Nathan Bourman – Salem, Loretta, Minnesota 
Aaron Glaeske, Victoria, Texas mission. 
 
Teacher Vacancies 
 
Lord of Life, Friendswood – 4th and 5th grade – called yesterday. 
Abiding Word, Houston – Upper Grades 
 
Teacher Calls 
 
Philip Stuebs – call to Abiding Word, upper grades. 
Patrick Cortright – call accepted to Sienna Plantation, Principal and upper Grades 
Kristen Mantey – Holy Word ECE Director, Pflugerville, Texas 
 
Reminder: If your congregation is requesting the assignment of a pastor, teacher or staff 
minister, please notify me now and have completed request forms submitted to my office by May 
5th. Requests must be accompanied by a completed Call form and any other information you 
would like the graduate to receive. Assignments cannot be made without a signed Call. 
 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Symposium – October 1-3, 2017. There will be four essays on 
the Lutheran Reformation. Symposium festivities will include a Sunday evening Luther Hymn 
Festival. Maybe this is a good yea to make an extra effort to attend.  
 

Across the WELS 
 
Synod-wide Vacancies – Currently there are 125 pastoral vacancies in WELS. There are 
approximately 150 teacher vacancies in WELS, including 20 principal vacancies and 17 early 
childhood director vacancies.  
  
2017 Candidates – MLC will graduate 87 students in 2017. Of the 87, 56 (26 men/30 women) 
are available for assignment anywhere. This year 34 candidates (21 men/13 women) from 
previous classes will be available for assignment anywhere, giving us a total of 90 candidates 
available for assignment. WLS is graduating 26 men; There are 5 men returning for new 
assignments; There are 2 PSI graduates and 27 vicars. 
 
CMO promotional videos – Each district president recently recorded a brief video that will be 
available to the congregations of his district as they begin to plan their Congregational Mission 
Offering for 2018. This year the videos will be available digitally on the WELS website. 
Congregations will be given access through a password protected link. Details will follow 
 
Synod Delegate Preparation – A booklet has been sent to all delegates who will be serving at 
the 2017 WELS Convention (Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, WI – July 31-August 3, 
2017). A broadcast email will be sent out in early May to all convention delegates and male 
called workers. It will feature a link to a video by President Schroeder in which he will explain 
convention procedures as well as a brief outline of matters to be decided at the convention. The 
email will also have a link to a digital copy of the Book of Reports and Memorials. At the end of 
May, a “Together” video will be available to the general membership and will present some of 
the same information. For more information at this time, visit WELS.net. First-time delegates 
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will appreciate the FAQ section: https://wels.net/news-media/2017synodconvention/  
 
 
 
Principal Training – The COP is working with the Commission on Lutheran Schools to 
determine ways in which to prepare male teachers for the role and work of elementary school 
principal. The goal is to work with teachers who are currently serving so that we no longer need 
to assign young men as “principal apprentices.” We hope to have a full complement of trained 
individuals in the next few years. In the meantime, CLS will work with district presidents and 
schools to fill principal vacancies in a variety of ways (limited duration calls to retired principals, 
etc.) 
 
Pastor-teachers serving at WELS High Schools will now be eligible for divine calls in the 
same calling window that applies to teacher-trained faculty (November 1st through the 1st Sunday 
in June). This calling window assures that the faculty members who accept calls generally will 
not leave during the middle of the school year and so create a staffing problem for the school at 
which they had been serving. 
 
Divine Calls Extended – In its most recent meeting the COP extended a number of divine calls 
to individuals to serve as Christian Giving Counselors. Pastor Philip Gieschen (Eagle River, 
WI) is holding the call to serve in this role in the Minnesota and Nebraska Districts of WELS. 
Pastor Michael Dietz has received and accepted the call to serve as a giving counselor (semi-
retired) in the Northern Wisconsin District. In the same meeting the COP extended a call to 
Professor David Sellnow to serve as WELS Director of Discipleship. This new position will 
combine the Commission on Youth and Family Ministry with the Commission on Adult 
Discipleship. 
 
New Committee – the COP formed a new “Para-synodical Committee.” A group of three DPs 
will serve as liaisons with the various para-synodicals and in this way strengthen our ties to those 
organizations and help facilitate planning of special events like the WELS Leadership 
Conference. 
 
Recruitment – the COP considered ways in which we can recruit future called workers in our 
congregations and schools. If any of the brothers in our district have some “best practices” they 
would be willing to share with me, I’d be happy to pass them along to our circuit pastors. Please 
join me in praying that the Lord of the harvest would send more workers in to his harvest field. 
 
Continuing Education for Pastors – Professor Richard Gurgel has informed us of some 
changes coming to our current Summer Quarter offerings. In the summer of 2018, the seminary 
will begin offering campus summer quarter only every even numbered year. In the odd 
numbered years, beginning in 2019, the seminary hopes to offer a satellite Summer Quarter in 
each of the 11 districts beyond the Southeastern Wisconsin District. At each of these satellites, 
the seminary would hope to have at least 2 course options from which pastors could choose. 
There is also a plan to partner with MLC to offer at least 2 courses from which teachers could 
choose. Your district officers are working with Professor Gurgel and giving thought to 
opportunities we might have to make use of course offerings in the NWD. 
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Personal Biography Information: A Personal Biography link is now available to all 
WELS Called Workers via My WELS Cloud (http://cloud.wels.net/me). The link is found in the 
center column labeled "View My WELS Cloud Reports." The Biography includes all pertinent 
data stored in WELSource on the user's Soul record. Providing it to My WELS Cloud users will 
allow them to review their Profile and Self-Assessment data in one place to determine if updates 
are needed. Making the biographical data available adds value to My WELS Cloud since it is a 
useful document for users' personal reference. The biography is available in a downloadable PDF 
format.  Also, make sure that you fill update the number of children you have and your wife’s 
occupation.  
 
 
 
 
 


