
District President’s Report 
Pastors’ Conference April 20, 2015 

 
Committee on Mental Health Needs reported to the CoP about providing a website provide pastors 
and members help in dealing with the effects of childhood sexual abuse.  The website will be called 
“Freedom for the Captives” and will provide information for both those who counsel with victims and 
for the victims themselves.   
 
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS MADE:    The following appointments were made:   

 Prof. James Danell was appointed to the Committee on Inter-Church Relations to replace Tom Nass.  
Jonathan Balge and Steven Lange were reappointed to another term.    

 Mr. Ken Gosch was appointed to the Committee for Constitutional Matters.    

 Teacher Kurt Rosenbaum was appointed to the Commission on Lutheran Schools.    

 William Natsis was appointed to serve as chairman of the Care Committee for Called Workers. 

 Michael Helwig and Richard Warneke were appointed to the Committee on Christan Aid and Relief.  

 Prof. Bill Tackmeier was appointed to be the seminary professor who reviews the Forward in Christ.   
 
WARTBURG TRANSLATION BIBLE PROJECT.  Questions were raised about the Northwestern Publishing House 
announcement that it was going to publish the Bible translation of the Wartburg Project as to whether or not 
this meant that our Synod was producing its own translation of the Bible.  Our synod in its last convention said 
that it was not going to pursue producing a new Bible translation.  Those working on the Wartburg Project will 
be blessed by their work.  NPH’s decision to publish the Wartburg Project should not be taken as approval of the 
translation.  The work will have to prove it’s worth alongside of other translations available.   The Holman Bible 
is also being revised, and it will be worth looking at when it comes out.   
 
BoRaM (Book of Reports and Memorials) will be send out by mail and posted digitally in the first week of May.    
 
PAPER ON MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, & REMARRIAGE.   The CoP reviewed a rewrite of a paper originally written by 
Professor Armin Schuetze.  The rewrite has become necessary in our time and culture when marriage is 
dishonored by so many, even many within our Christian congregations.  We hope to have a final version ready 
for print soon. 
 
GUIDANCE FOR WOMEN PRESENTERS AND OUTSIDE SPEAKERS.  The CoP intends to produce documents for 
organizers of a conference who are considering having women presenters or speakers not of our fellowship.  
The document will include things such as what do to do well before the conference to keep the church at large 
informed, how items might be advertised, and what kind of speakers that might be chosen or that should be 
avoided.  More clarity provided before such conferences will prevent confusion and misunderstanding by those 
who see it.    
 
Military Chaplaincy Review.   The CoP is continuing a study to review the issue of military chaplaincy to see if 
rules and regulations have changed in recent years to the point where we could be involved in the program 
without violating our scriptural principals.  The study included not only a review of the rules, but how those are 
actually being practiced within the military.   
 
 
STAFF MINISTRY REQUIREMENTS.  The CoP clarified a policy regarding staff ministry requirements.  Some 
pastors have received calls to serve as staff ministers.  It was decided that if a person is eligible to serve in 
pastoral ministry, he is also eligible to serve in staff ministry.   Additional training may be required or advisable, 
but such training is not necessary for certification.   
  
CLARIFICATION OF DEFERMENT POLICY FOR MLC GRADUATES.  The CoP clarified its policies on the rules we use 
for students at MLC who defer an assignment when they graduate.  The policy determines how long they can 



defer calls before they will no longer be assigned, but must be called from the field.   For a complete document, 
please contact your district president.   
 
CMO PROMOTIONAL VIDEOS.   Our synod will produce a video and letter of encouragement which will be 
distributed by each district president for the leadership of each congregation in the district. The lead in the video 
will give the district president the opportunity to highlight ministry in his district.    This should come to each 
congregation shortly after September 1.   
 
PLANS FOR “ONE IN CHRIST” DEBT RETIREMENT OFFERING.   The “One in Christ” debt elimination campaign will 
be kicked off at our synod convention in July and materials should arrive at each congregation before the 
convention. Congregations are encouraged to set an offering goal for themselves for this program. The 
November WELS Connection will encourage each congregation to participate in the debt elimination effort. In 
place of the November Close Up bulletin insert, a debt elimination brochure which will include an attached 
offering envelope will be distributed for members to use. Congregations that are not subscribers to the WELS 
Connection will also receive a video and materials. WELS Lutheran elementary schools are encouraged to make 
the debt elimination effort their mission offering recipient. 
 
Vacancies Upcoming Assignments: 
 

1. 29 vicars available  43 total grads with tutors and PSI 

2. 88 pastoral vacancies, 66 parish pastoral vacancies, 44 going to the assignment committee,  

3. 38 men and 62 women from MLC available  (Requests –- 95 requests all together. )   

South Central District Assignments: 

 Vacant Parishes:  

1. Temple 

2. San Antonio 

3. Little Rock 

4. Liberty Hill 

5. Tyler 

6. Austin (South)  

I anticipate going to the assignment committee for 3 or 4 pastors and maybe 1 teacher.  

South Central District News 

1. We will have an “Ignite Conference” in Sienna Plantation on September 11-13, 2015.  This is for 

pastors and play leaders to gather with Pastor Elton Stroh and learn how to strategically plan their 

ministries. This conference will have limited capacity (first come, first serve).  

2. Professor Tom Kock has agreed to be the special keynote speaker at our next Grow Conference, 

February 4-5, 2016. 

 

 

 
 


