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Monday, June 7, 2010  

The Convention opened at 10 am with Divine Service under the theme: “Christ’s Love 
from Beginning to End.” Pastor John Koelpin presided and Pr. James Huebner preached 
on Genesis 3:1-20 reminding us about all the surprises we find in the Garden of Eden – 
our rebellion, God’s redemption in Christ, and all the reminders of that around us. Those 
attending were nourished by the body and blood of Christ. 
 
After a brief break, District President Vilas Glaeske called the Convention to order. The 
secretary called the roll. Present were 98 pastors, teachers, staff ministers, lay delegates, 
guests and others, as follows: 45 pastors; 26 delegates; 5 vicars; 9 teachers; 3 staff 
ministers; 1 Synodical Conference representative; 2 retired pastors; and 7 guests.  
Excuses were noted.  The agenda was adopted and the conference began. 
 
Pres. Glaeske offered his report along with some additional comments.   

 
Pr. Don Patterson led us in prayer. We broke for lunch at 12:04 pm. 
 
Pr. Marc Von Deylen began the afternoon with a devotion on Luke 2:8-11 encouraging 
us with the truth of Christ’s love for us, already at His birth, as we held God’s favor in 
our arms. 
 
Committee 13 (Membership) took the floor to present a resolution accepting Candidate 
Mark W. Tiefel into membership in the South Central District (see District President’s 
Report, “Membership”).  The resolution was moved, seconded, and adopted. 
 
Teacher Steve Vasold, the chairman of Committee 1 (Elections), began the election 
process with nominations for District President. 
 
The Convention heard reports.  Pr. James Mattek, director of ministry for Wisconsin 
Lutheran Child and Family Services, took the floor first.   
 
The Elections Committee announced the nominees for District President:   Pr. Vilas 
Glaeske, Pr. Eric Hartzell, Pr. Don Patterson, and Pr. John Vieths.  Ballots were 
distributed and collected.  Balloting was closed. 
 
Prof. Merlyn Kruse reported for Wisconsin Lutheran College (Milwaukee, WI). 
 



Mr. David Timm, outgoing executive director of WELS Kingdom Workers, reported on 
behalf of WKW.  Mr. Timm was thanked by the Convention for his years of faithful 
service in the usual way and with the Doxology. 
 
The Elections Committee reported a successful election for District President.  Pr. Vilas 
Glaeske was re-elected as president of the South Central District.  The committee 
requested nominations for 1st Vice-President.  The nominations were declared closed. 
 
Newly re-elected District President Glaeske took the floor and encouraged us in our 
continued support of the mission of the Church in proclaiming Christ. 
 
Pres. Glaeske relinquished the chair.  Pr. Don Patterson (1st VP) took the chair. 
 
Pr. James Huebner, Synod 1st Vice-President, was given the floor to report on behalf of 
the Synod Praesidium.  He offered comments and observations regarding the draft of the 
synodical long-range plan.  He also allowed opportunities for questions and discussion. 
 
Pres. Glaeske resumed the chair. 
 
The Elections Committee announced the nominees for District 1st Vice-President:  Pr. 
Eric Hartzell, Pr. Don Patterson, and Pr. John Vieths.  Ballots were distributed and 
collected.  Balloting was closed. 
 
The Convention took a brief break at 3:10 pm. 
 
The Elections Committee announced a successful election for District 1st Vice-President.  
Pr. Don Patterson was re-elected.  Ballots were distributed to nominate the District’s 2nd 
Vice-President.  The nominations were declared closed. 
 
Prof. Mark Paustian (Martin Luther College, New Ulm, MN) took the floor for his 
presentation on the doctrine of vocation.  Comments, questions, and discussion were 
interspersed. 
 
The Elections Committee announced the nominees for 2nd Vice-President:  Pr. Mark 
Bitter, Pr. Eric Hartzell, and Pr. John Vieths.  Ballots were distributed and collected.  
Balloting was closed. 
 
The Convention took a brief break at 4:40 pm. 
 
The Elections Committee announced a successful election for District 2nd Vice-President.  
Pr. John Vieths was re-elected.  Ballots were distributed to nominate the District 
Secretary.  The nominations were declared closed. 
 
Before moving to the report from the current Synodical Council representative, Pres. 
Glaeske took a moment to thank Mr. Robert Timmerman for his years of service to our 
District as our Synodical Council representative. 



Mr. Harvey Dunn, the District’s Synodical Council representative took the floor to 
introduce himself and make his report.  Some comments and questions followed. 
 
The Elections Committee announced the nominees for District Secretary:  Pr. Paul 
Seager, Pr. Benjamin Tomczak, and Teacher Steve Vasold.  Ballots were distributed and 
collected.  Balloting was closed. 
 
Pr. John Koelpin closed the day’s business with a devotion on 1 Peter 3:18-22, reminding 
us about Christ’s love in the life of a Christian through Baptism – Baptism that now saves 
you also. 
 
The Gulf Coast, Oklahoma, and Arkansas Circuits were directed to meet and elect their 
circuit pastors.  The other two circuits (DFW and Capitol) were directed to hold their 
elections immediately after supper or early Tuesday morning. 
 
The Elections Committee announced the successful election of the District Secretary.  Pr. 
Benjamin Tomczak was re-elected.   
 
After supper, floor committees met as assigned and scheduled. 
 

Tuesday, June 8, 2010  

The Convention reconvened at 8:30am.  Pr. Eric Hartzell began our day with a devotion 
on John 15:1-8 recalling to our minds the powerful effect of Christ’s love that comes to 
us through the Word of truth. 
 
Before the reading of Monday’s minutes, President Glaeske addressed the body, thanking 
them for expressing their confidence in him by electing him to another term of office as 
District President. 
 
Monday’s minutes were read.  It was moved and seconded to accept them.  The motion 
passed. 
 
Tr. Steve Vasold reported on elections.  He passed out ballots for the election of our 
District’s Coordinator for Lutheran Schools.  Teacher’s Steve Gartner, Jim Henrickson, 
and Kyle Raymond made up the slate of candidates.  Nominations were invited from the 
floor.  Nominations were declared closed and the ballots collected. 
 
The Convention invited Pr. Jeffrey Schone, Vice-President for Student Life at Martin 
Luther College, to take the floor and report on behalf of the ministerial education system.  
He reported concerning recent graduations and assignment days, as well as anticipated 
enrollments for the 2010-2011 school year, among other things. 
 
The Election Committee announced the successful election of Tr. Jim Henrickson as 
District Coordinator for Lutheran Schools. 
 



Pr. Caleb Schoeneck, the District Mission Board Chairman, took the floor and made his 
report. 
 
During the Mission Board report, Pres. Glaeske relinquished the chair.  Pr. John Vieths, 
District 2nd Vice-President, took the chair.  
 
Tr. Jim Henrickson, the District’s coordinator for Lutheran Schools, took the floor and 
made his report. 
 
Pr. John Hering, the District’s coordinator for the Commission on Evangelism, took the 
floor and made his report. 
 
Pr. Brian Doebler, the District’s coordinator for the Commission on Worship, took the 
floor and made his report. 
 
The Convention broke at 10:15am. 
 
During the break, the Capitol and DFW Circuits met to elect their Circuit pastors.  
Monday evening, the Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Gulf Circuits elected their circuit pastors.  
Pastors Eric Hartzell (Capitol), Dave Kapler (AR), John Koelpin (DFW), John Strackbein 
(OK), and Marc Von Deylen (Gulf) were re-elected to serve their circuits. 
 
After the break, Pres. Glaeske retook the chair and called upon Prof. Paustian to finish his 
presentation on vocation.  Comments, questions, and discussion were interspersed. 
 
The Convention broke for lunch shortly after noon. 
 
Pr. John Strackbein welcomed us back from lunch with a devotion on Romans 8:35-39, 
letting us indulge in Christ’s love for His New Testament believers, that is, us, even in 
the midst of the worst. 
 
Pr. Nathan Buege, the District’s coordinator for Adult Discipleship, took the floor and 
made his report. 
 
Pr. Jon Semro, the District’s coordinator for Special Ministries, took the floor and made 
his report. 
 
Pr. Emer. Jim Radloff, the development director for China Partners, took the floor and 
made his report. 
 
Pr. Dave Kapler presented a memorial to the District asking that the Convention approve 
splitting the District into two pastoral conferences.  The memorial was moved and 
seconded.  Discussion followed.  The motion failed by a vote of 25-37. 
 
Staff Minister Chad White, the District’s outgoing coordinator of Youth Discipleship, 
took the floor and highlighted some items from his report. 



Committee 3 (The Conference of Presidents) presented a series of prayers, 
encouragements, thanks, and concerns based on their portions of the Report to the 12 
Districts (RTD).  Their report was received. 
 
The Elections Committee presented their resolution concerning District representation at 
the Synod Convention.  Because of a mistake, the motion was amended to remove Christ 
the Rock, Round Rock, TX from serving as a lay delegate (they are not yet officially 
members of Synod).  Christ the Rock will be replaced by a delegate from Cross of Christ, 
Universal City, TX.  A seventh lay delegate alternate will be assigned, if needed, after the 
Convention. 
 
Committee 8 (Joint Mission Council) presented a summary of their portion of the RTD, 
encouraging the District to keep their work in our prayers.  This summary was received. 
 
Committee 2 (The District and Synod President’s Report) presented their first resolution 
regarding the Synod’s Long Range Plan.  The resolution commended the plan, but 
encouraged the Synodical Council to make two changes:  1) make it a 10-year plan; and 
2) add the words “God willing” to the lists on page 2.  The resolution was moved and 
supported.  The resolution passed. 
 
The committee then presented their second resolution, thanking the COP and the 
Continuing Education of Called Workers Committee for their work and asking them to 
continue this vital task.  The resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
Finally, the committee noted some additions and corrections to be made to the District 
President’s Report:  the installations of Pr. Andy Retberg (Sept. 2008) and Pr. Wayne 
Fischer (July 2008); the transfer of Pr. Karl Gurgel from the WESTERN Wisconsin 
District; and the appointment of Pr. Benjamin Tomczak as District Secretary (February 
2009).  It was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
Committee 4 (Congregation and Ministry Support) presented their first resolution, 
thanking the directors and commissions of the Congregational and Ministry Support 
Group (CMSG) for their dedicated work and encouraging them to faithfully perform their 
duties in challenging times.  The resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
The committee presented their second resolution, encouraging the CMSG to fill the 
vacant CMSG positions in the following order:  Commission for Congregational 
Counseling, Youth Discipleship, Adult Discipleship, and Early Childhood Education.  
The resolution was moved and supported.  Some discussion followed.  The motion 
passed with the following revision in resolved (A): “when funding is available we 
encourage the Conference of Presidents to call workers to fill….” 
 
Because a previous committee (#3) had thanked various individuals for services now 
completed, the committee withdrew their third resolution. 
 



Committee 5 (Ministry Support) presented their first resolution dealing with Synodical 
Council recommendations on stewardship (RTD, pages 31-33).  The resolution was 
moved, supported, and passed. 
 
The committee presented their second resolution, dealing with finance and budget 
recommendations found on pages 36-55 of the RTD.  The resolution was moved and 
supported.  Resolved (C) was amended changing the phrase “10/10 rule” to “10/10 plan.”  
The resolution passed. 
 
The committee then presented a report on infrastructure and support services (RTD, p56-
66). 
 
During Committee 5’s report, Pres. Glaeske relinquished the chair.  2nd Vice-President 
Patterson took the chair and received the committee’s report. 
 
Committee 6 (World Missions) presented their resolution highlighting the blessings being 
reaped in our world mission fields and directing us to thank the Lord for them and to pray 
for continued success.  The resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
Committee 7 (Home Missions Committee) presented their first resolution, thanking Pr. 
Wayne Schulz for his years of service as a mission board member, chairman, district 
president, and mission counselor.  The resolution was moved and supported.  Some 
discussion followed.  The resolution passed with one revision, Pr. Schulz’s name will be 
spelled correctly “Schulz” not “Schultz.” 
 
The committee’s second resolution asked the Convention to thank Mr. David Timm for 
his 18 years of service to the Synod and the Church with WELS Kingdom Workers.  The 
resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
The committee presented a third resolution, dealing with the Board for Home Mission’s 
ETF Report (see the District Mission Board Report in the Proceedings) and encouraged 
the Board to change its structure to create a more equally representative board, with two 
delegates from four geographic regions.  The resolution was moved and supported.  
Discussion followed.  The resolution passed. 
 
The committee’s fourth resolution asked the Board for Home Missions to 1) maintain the 
Mission Counselor program; 2) run the program with five mission counselors (three 
traditional and two cross-cultural); and 3) that the Mission Counselor’s work be limited 
to new starts and missions in infancy stages.  The resolution was moved and supported.  
Some discussion followed.   
 
It was suggested and approved to add the phrase “we encourage” to resolved (a).  Further 
discussion included the moving of an amendment to remove resolved (b), which 
encouraged the limiting of Mission Counselor work to new starts and missions in infancy.  
The amendment was supported and passed removing resolved (b).  After further 
discussion, the resolution was passed with the above revisions and amendment. 



Committee 9 (Ministerial Education) presented its first resolution encouraging all the 
congregations of the Synod to include an annual line item for called worker continuing 
education.  The resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
The committee’s second resolution encouraged and praised Martin Luther College’s 
Governing Board for its work in offering opportunities for service to lay leaders in our 
Synod.  The resolution was moved and supported.  After brief discussion, it was passed. 
 
The committee’s third resolution praised the faculties of the ministerial education schools 
for their humble service and encouraged them to be faithful and continue evaluating how 
best they can remain focused on their primary calling in challenging times.  The 
resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
The committee’s final resolution commended to the Lord in prayer those who have 
suffered in the various cuts throughout the Synod, as well as our Synodical leaders.  The 
resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
Pr. Marc Von Deylen, the District’s coordinator for Ministry of Christian Giving, took 
the floor to lead a discussion regarding the Synod’s stewardship program, Christ’s Love, 
Our Calling.   
 
Committee 12 (Attendance/Excuse) presented its report.  It was accepted. 
 
The Convention took a ten minute break. 
 
Committee 11 (Resolutions) returned with two resolutions.  Their first resolution 
suggested that the Convention offering of $786 be designated for student financial aid at 
Martin Luther College.  The resolution was moved, supported, and passed.   
 
The second resolution offered thanks and gratitude to the various people who made this 
Convention run smoothly and well.  The resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
The Minutes were read and a motion to adjourn was entertained, made, supported, and 
passed. 
 
It was moved, supported, and passed to adjourn the 14th Biennial Convention of the 
District at 3:52 pm.   
 
Pr. John Vieths lead us in a devotion of 2 Timothy 4:16-18 and Pr. Caleb Schoeneck 
presided for the closing service.  Pr. Schoeneck installed the District’s newly elected 
officers: Pr. Vilas Glaeske (president), Pr. Don Patterson (1st Vice-President), Pr. John 
Vieths (2nd Vice-President), Pr. Benjamin Tomczak (Secretary) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pr. Benjamin Tomczak, Secretary 


