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OPENING SERVICE 
Tough Love: God’s Love for Us 

 

OPENING HYMN “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” (CW#227) 

 

 

CONFESSION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us 

alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his 

called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

KYRIE 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin 

may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we 

await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

1. All glory be to God on high! 

Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 

We praise you for your peace and grace, 

Your favor toward our fallen race. 

2. Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 

For your great glory, heav’nly King, 

For all, O Father, you have done 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 

3. O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

You take all human sin away. 

Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  

From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 

4. You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 

The Father’s glory you made known. 

We by your Spirit sing again: 

“All glory be to God!” Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 

 Gracious Father, keep your family, the Church, always faithful to you, that we may lean on 

the hope of your promises and be strong in the power of your love; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

FIRST LESSON 2 Samuel 12:1-14 

1 The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain 

town, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3 but 

the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up 

with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was 

like a daughter to him. 

4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own 

sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe 

lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.” 

5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the 

man who did this must die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a 

thing and had no pity.” 

7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I 

anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your master’s 

house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all 

this had been too little, I would have given you even more. 9 Why did you despise the word of the 
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Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took 

his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the 

sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite to be your own.’ 

11 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity on you. 

Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will 

sleep with your wives in broad daylight. 12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad 

daylight before all Israel.’” 

13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 

Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 14 But because by 

doing this you have shown utter contempt for the Lord, the son born to you will die.”” 

 

PSALM “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” (CW#374) 

 

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 2:4-12 

4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And 

have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father 

addresses his son? It says, 

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 

    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 
6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” 

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not 

disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then 

you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human 

fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the 

Father of spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God 

disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems 

pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 

peace for those who have been trained by it. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  

 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 9:51-56 

M: The Gospel according to Luke chapter nine. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 

51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for 

Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get 

things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for 

Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us 

to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then 

he and his disciples went to another village. 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “How Firm a Foundation” (CWS#768) 

 

SERMON Luke 9:51-56 
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NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 

with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian* and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you.  

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who rose 

from the dead in glorious triumph to bring forgiveness to the world and everlasting life to all 

who believe. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 
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SANCTUS 

1. O holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 

In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 

Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 

Receive our fervent cry. 

 

2. Hosanna in the highest! 

How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming  

To set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation 

And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage –  

Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord God, King of the universe. Before the creation of the world, you 

chose to redeem us with the precious blood of your Son,  

C: a Lamb without blemish or defect. 

M: We give you humble and heartfelt thanks that by the mystery of Christ’s holy incarnation,  

C: you have made him our brother and helper forever. 

M: By his birth, circumcision, and perfect obedience, 

C: you have purified us from all sin. 

M: By his baptism, fasting, and temptation, 

C: you have become our righteousness, holiness, and redemption. 

M: By his agony, bloody sweat, and cruel scourging, 

C: you have crushed the head of our ancient enemy. 

M: By his precious cross, death, and burial, 

C: you have turned the gloomy portal of death into the bright gateway to the everlasting 

Eden. 

M: Remembering your Son’s death and resurrection, we receive in repentance and joy his body 

and blood. Strengthen us through this gift for our pilgrimage on earth until, together at last, 

we shall eat and drink with our Savior anew in the kingdom of God. 

C: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” (CW#311 ) 

 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 

1. O Lord, now let your servant 

Depart in peace, assured: 

For I have seen your promised 

Incarnate, saving Word –  

A Light that will enlighten 

All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 

The brilliant, crowning glory 

Of those in Israel! 

2. All glory to the Father,  

All glory to the Son, 

All glory to the Spirit, 

Forever three in one; 

For as in the beginning, 

Is now, shall ever be, 

God’s triune name resounding 

Through all eternity. 



M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us 

to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our 

hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that 

day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Children of the Heavenly Father” (CW#449) 
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EVENING DEVOTION 
Tough Love: Our Method 

 

RESPONSES 

M: My son, don’t despise the Lord’s discipline, and do not resent his rebuke. Proverbs 3:11 

C: “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent.” Revelation 3:19 

 

M: Whoever disregards discipline comes to poverty and shame. Proverbs 13:18 

C: The ear that listens to reproof lives, and will be at home among the wise. Proverbs 15:31 

 

M: Better is open rebuke than hidden love.  

C: Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses. Proverbs 27:5,6 

 

M: Like an earring of gold is the rebuke of the wise to the listening ear. Proverbs 25:12 

C: He who rebukes a man will afterward find more favor than one  

 who flatters with the tongue. Proverbs 28:23 

 

 

MEDITATION Ephesians 4:11-15 

 

HYMN “Preach You the Word” (CW#544) 

 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have 

graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into 

your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that 

the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (+), and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 
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MORNING DEVOTION 
Tough Love: Our Goal 

 

RESPONSES 

M: Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 

C: Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

 

M: Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 

C: and to our God, for he will freely pardon. Isaiah 55:6,7 

 

M:  Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season;  

C: correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 2 Timothy 4:2 

 

M: Remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way  

C: will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins. James 5:19,20 

 

 

MEDITATION 2 Corinthians 7:8-11a 

 

HYMN “As Surely As I Live, God Said” (CW#308) 

 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept me 

this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all 

my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all 

things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

M: May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive all 

hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and bodies; may Christ bind us to 

himself by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts. 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING DEVOTION 
Tough Love: Our Confidence 

 

RESPONSES 

M: I lift up my eyes to the mountains – where does my help come from? 

C: My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

M: He will not let your foot slip – he who watches over you will not slumber; 

C: indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

M: The LORD watches over you – the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

C: the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. 
 

M: The LORD will keep you from all harm – he will watch over your life; 

C: the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore. Psalm 121 

 

 

MEDITATION Jeremiah 1:4-10 

 

HYMN “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” (CW#332) 

 

PRAYER 

M: Lord God, we thank you for this time of fellowship and refreshment in your Word. Send 

your holy angel to protect us as we return to our homes. Send your Spirit to strengthen us as 

we return to our ministries, that we might faithfully proclaim your word to encourage the 

weak, recover the straying, and bring new souls into your family. 

C: Amen. 

  

BLESSING 

M: Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 

from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything 

good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, 

to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

C: Amen. 


