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ABOUT THE SERVICES 

 

The 2016 Spring Pastoral Conference is a study of the blessings and dangers of wealth in our modern age. 

“Materialism, The Silent Seducer of Souls” must be addressed by faithful hearts, filled and fortified by God’s 

Word. The worship services for this conference are designed to do just that, by drawing connections 

between wealth and ministry. Stewardship is a substantial part of congregational life, and materialism can 

damage every aspect of gospel ministry. The Opening Service and three devotions are built on words of the 

Psalms and basic teachings of Jesus, most of which are familiar to us an our people. The service themes are 

drawn by a new hymn (2012) by Keith and Kristyn Getty, Before you I Kneel, My Master and Maker. It is 

available in several instrumental settings and may be beneficial for use in congregational stewardship 

education.  

 

Opening Service: Stewards of Truth 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Mark Gefaller  Preacher: Pastor Jeremy Belter  

Our opening service draws themes from the Seventh Sunday of Easter. Christ is the perfect fulfilment of the 

High Priest’s office and work, and in Year C, we see that work and ministry commended to disciples whom 

Christs wants to see united. Easter gives us the confidence needed to share this desire: “We are his 

witnesses!” This relationship between Priest and priests, master and servant is highlighted in the anthem 

“Before You I Kneel, My Master and Maker.” The sermon text recommended is the second lesson, Romans 

15:14-20, where the apostle Paul reminds us of the glorious gospel work that we often overlook when we 

talk about stewardship. An extended reading of the first lesson (Acts 16:6-10) reveals how Paul enjoys 

sharing the work of Gospel ministry with others.  

 

Monday Evening Devotion: Stewards of Talent 

The parable of the talents speaks specifically to money management, but the term ‘talent’ is frequently 

applied to the intellectual and natural gifts of God’s people. These are on display in Psalm 33, which we’ll 

sing. These riches should not be overlooked, but rather should lead to gratitude and thankfulness, as Paul 

admonishes his friends in 1 Corinthians 4:6-7.  

Devotion Leader: Kevin Mau 

 

Tuesday Morning Devotion: Stewards of Treasure 

The parable of the sower (Mark 4:3-9) is not connected specifically to the careful money management. The 

hand of the sower, after all, belongs to God, not us. But the hymnwriter draws some of its images into the 

work of our hands. Paul made a connection in 2 Corinthians 9:6. “whoever sows sparingly will reap 

sparingly.” Devotion Leader: Chuck Huebner 

 

Closing Devotion: Stewards of Time 

We’ll sing the concluding verses of Psalm 90, which are a request to “teach us to number our days aright.” 

As we bring our conference to a close, the daylight of gospel work is always fading. We don’t want to make 

the same mistake made by the rich fool in Luke 12:13-21. God’s grace is new every morning. So we ask for 

his help in managing the wealth of time we’ve been give. Devotion Leader: Benjamin Ehlers 

M. Tiefel 
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OPENING SERVICE 
The Seventh Sunday of Easter + Holy Communion 

 “I Will Glory in Christ Jesus for All My Service to God”  
 

OPENING HYMN Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure Eternal 

 Christian Worship Supplement 711 

STAND to sing the HYMN 
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GATHERING RITE FOR EASTERTIDE 

 

M:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you.   

M:  Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, throughout these days of Easter, Christ calls and 

compels us as his servants to lives of faithful discipleship and obedience. Yet even during 

these joyful days, we often stumble and fall. We do not share the faith and love that is in 

us. We therefore come into God’s presence, repenting of our sins, and asking his 

forgiveness.   

C:  Almighty God, merciful Father,  

 I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.  

 In what I have done and left undone,  

 I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.  

 I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.  

 For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

 I am truly sorry for my sins. I repent of them. I beg for your mercy, O Lord.  

M: In Christ, the almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For 

his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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M: Our living Lord Jesus has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised to 

strengthen us and guide us that we may and love, serve, and honor each other. Relying 

on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with one another.  

C: Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and in 

our actions. 

M:  Christ died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him 

who died for them and was raised again. 

C:  We are more than conquerors through him who loved us. Nothing will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your 

right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith 

to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON Acts 16:6-10 

Stewards of the gospel are called to serve in new settings 

 

PSALM Psalm 8 

 

1 Lord, our Lord, your glorious name 

all your wondrous works proclaim. 

In the heav’ns with radiant signs 

evermore your glory shines. 

 

3 Moon and stars in shining height 

nightly tell their Maker’s might;  

when I view the heavn’s afar, 

then I know how small we are. 

2 Infant voices sing your praise, 

telling of your glorious ways; 

weakest means work out your will, 

mighty enemies to still. 

4 Who are we that we should share 

in your love and tender care? 

Raised to an exalted height, 

Crowned with honor in your sight! 

(continued) 
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5 With dominion crowned we stand 

o’er the creatures of your hand; 

all to us subjection yield, 

In the sea and air and field. 

6 Lord, our Lord, your glorious name 

all your wondrous works proclaim; 

yours the name of matchless worth, 

excellent in all the earth.  

 

SECOND LESSON Romans 15:14-20 

Christ’s call to priestly service is a glorious call indeed! 

 

 

ANTHEM  

 

Before You I kneel, my Master and Maker to offer the work of my hands. 

For this is the day You’ve given You’re servant; I will rejoice and be glad 

For the strength I have to live and breathe; for each skill Your grace has given me; 

For the needs and opportunities that will glorify You great Name. 

 

Before You I kneel and ask for Your goodness to cover the work of my hands. 

For patience and peace to shape all my labor, your grace for thorns in my path. 

Flow within me like a living stream, wear away the stones of pride and greed 

‘till Your ways are dwelling deep in me and a harvest of life is grown. 

 

Before You we kneel, Our Master and Maker; establish the work of our hands. 

And order our steps to seek first Your kingdom in every small and great task. 

May we live the gospel of Your grace, serve Your purpose in our fleeting days, 

Then our lives will bring eternal praise and all glory to Your Name.  

 
STAND 

GOSPEL John 17:20-26 

Our great High Priest prays for those who would serve his people. 

After the gospel is read:  

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

BE SEATED  
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HYMN OF THE DAY Christ, High Ascended 

 Christian Worship 558 

 

1 Christ high-ascended,  

now in glory seated, 

Throned and exalted,  

victory completed, 

Death’s dread dominion  

finally defeated— 

We are his witnesses. 

 

3 Christ, who in dying  

won for us salvation, 

Lives now the firstborn  

of the new creation; 

To win disciples  

out of ev’ry nation,  

We are his witnesses. 

2 Christ, from the Father  

ev’ry pow’r possessing, 

Who on his chosen  

lifted hands in blessing, 

Sends forth his servants,  

still in faith confessing— 

We are his witnesses. 

 

4 Christ in his splendor,  

all dominion gaining, 

Christ with his people  

evermore remaining, 

Christ to all ages,  

gloriously reigning— 

We are his witnesses. 

 

5 As at his parting,  

joy shall banish grieving, 

Faith in his presence  

strengthen our believing; 

Filled with his Spirit, 

love and pow’r receiving,  

We are his witnesses. 

 

SERMON 

 

STAND at the conclusion of the SERMON.  
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CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

BE SEATED  

 

OFFERING  

STAND  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The PRAYER OF THE CHURCH concludes with the LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE 

 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  

M: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them up to the Lord.  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do.  

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

rose from the dead in glorious triumph to bring forgiveness to the world and everlasting 

life to all who believe. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Tune: At the Lamb’s High Feast 

 Sanctus Christian Worship 141 

Mighty Victim from the sky. 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie. 

You have conquered in the fight: 

You have brought us life and light. 

Alleluia! 

Praise we him, whose love divine 

Gives his Sacred blood for wine, 

Gives his body for the feast, 

Christ the Victim, Christ the Priest. 

Alleluia! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  Tune: At the Lamb’s High Feast 

     Agnus Dei CW 141 

 

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King. 

Who has washed us in the tide 

Flowing from his piercéd side 

Alleluia! 

Easter triumph! Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in you to be. 

Alleluia! 
 

BE SEATED for the distribution. 

 

 

STAND at the conclusion of the distribution. 

 

PRAYER 

 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to 

share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and 

peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts 

and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: (spoken) Amen.   

 

CLOSING HYMN O Lord, We Praise You 

 Christan Worship 317 

Sing the HYMN on page 11.  
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MONDAY EVENING DEVOTION 

I Will Rejoice and be Glad for Each Skill You Have Given 

 
 
REMAIN SEATED 

PSALM Psalm 139 

 

L: O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You discern my thoughts from far away. 

You search out my paths: you know when I sit down and when I get up. 

You are well-acquainted with all my ways.  

G: Even before a word is on my tongue, you know it completely. 

Where can I go from your spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 

L: If I ascend to the heaven, you are there. If I go down to the depths, you are there. 

If I take the wings of the morning or settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

Even there your hand will lead me. Your right hand will hold me fast.  

G: You were the One who formed me. You knit me together in my mother’s womb.  

When I was being made, you wove my life together in a hidden place.  

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

L: Your eyes beheld my unformed body. My frame was not hidden from you. 

In your book, you wrote every moment of my days before any of them even existed.   

The sum of your thoughts can not be counted. I come to the end—I am still with you. 

G: Search me, O God, and know my heart; see if there is any wickedness in me. 

Test me, O God, and know my thoughts. Lead me in the way everlasting.  

 

PSALM PRAYER 

 

L: Almighty God, creator of all things, you know each of us so intimately 

that no thought in our minds or cell in our bodies is hidden from your eyes. 

Secure in the loving embrace of our brother, Jesus Christ, 

we offer you our every thought, word, and action to your service 

and our hearts and lives to your searching gaze.  

G: Amen.  
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READING Matthew 25:14-30  

 

PRAYER 

 

L:  Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us according to 

your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from all error, and to lead us 

into all truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

G:  Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

 

L: May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from 

the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything 

good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.  

 

G: Amen. 
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TUESDAY MORNING DEVOTION 
I Will Honor Your Ways until a Harvest of Life is Grown 

 
REMAIN SEATED 

PSALM Psalm 111 

 

L: Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 

In the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

G: Great are the works of the Lord! All who study them delight in them.  

His work is full of majesty and honor. His righteousness endures forever. 

L: He provides for those who fear him. He is ever mindful of his covenant.  

He has shown the power of his works to his people.  

G: Everything he does is faithful and just. Every word he speaks is trustworthy.  

He keeps his promises forever and ever. 

L: He sent redemption to his people. He commanded a covenant to endure for all eternity.  

His name is holy and awesome.  

G: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; All those who enjoy it have a good 

understanding. May his praise endure forever! 

 

PSALM PRAYER 

 

L: Holy and generous God, giver of every good gift, 

inspire in our hearts a desire for wisdom that begins with reverence for you. 

Expand in our minds the knowledge of your Word, 

and fill us with the love of your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

  

G: Amen. 
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READING Mark 4:3-9 

 

PRAYER 

 

L: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the rest of the past night and for the gift of a new day 

with its opportunities for pleasing you. Grant that we may pass its hours in the freedom 

of your service and, when our work is done, give you thanks again.  

G: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

L: May the grace of our Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive 

all hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and our bodies; may Christ bind 

us to himself by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts. 

G:  Amen. 
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON CLOSING SERVICE 

I Will Serve Your Purpose Until Our Fleeting Days are Done 
 

REMAIN SEATED 

PSALM Psalm 90 

 

L: O Lord, you have been  our dwelling place in all generations. 

before the mountains were brought forth or ever you had formed the earth and the world 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  

G: You turn us back to dust, and say, “turn back, you mortals.”  

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, 

or like a watch in the night. 

L: The days of our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; 

even their span is toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.  

G: So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. 

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice 

and be glad all our days.  

L: May the favor of our God be upon us: may he prosper the work of our hands! 

G: Let your favor be upon us, O God! Oh, prosper the work of our hands!  

 

PSALM PRAYER  

 

L:  God of every time and place, 

apart from you, our life is brief and meaningless. 

In you, we enjoy endless abundance. 

Reveal to us all we can comprehend of our place in your design for eternity. 

Help us to receive each new day as a gift, and to use your wisely and well, 

so that we may live in joy and bring glory to Christ your Son, our Lord. 

 

G: Amen 

 

READING Luke 12:13-21  

 

Stand at the conclusion of the devotion 
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PRAYER 

 

L:  Let us pray. 

  Lord God, our Father, you kept Abraham and Sarah in safety throughout the days of 

their pilgrimage, you led the people of Israel through the midst of the sea, and by a star 

you led the Magi to the infant Jesus. Protect and guide us now in this time as we set out 

to travel, make our way safe and our homecomings joyful, and bring us at last to our 

heavenly home, where you dwell in glory with the Son † and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

G: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

L: May the almighty and merciful Lord direct and preserve us on our way, and may he 

send his holy angels to accompany us, that we may return to our home in peace, in 

safety, and in joy, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

G:  Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 

 Christian Worship 334 
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