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ABOUT THE SERVICES 

 
The Spring 2015 Pastoral Study Conference of the South Central District has set as its focus the challenges of 

teaching adults in parish life. The Easter Season of the Church Year is a very fitting time for a discussion 

such as this, as each week of the season allows believers to see the ways in which the Risen Lord endows his 

Church with the blessings of his resurrection gospel.   

The theme which we have selected for the opening worship and conference devotions is a play on words: 

“Teaching Lessons from the Master.” Not only did Christ himself provide a master model of instruction for 

his disciples, he also calls us as leaders and shepherds to convey those lessons to the sheep under our care.   

The lessons we’ll focus on are selections from the third, fourth, and fifth weeks of the Easter Season and 

from the Festival of the Ascension, celebrated by many congregations on the sixth or seventh week of Easter. 

The service components are designed to give resources and ideas to worship planners looking for creative 

ways to celebrate the season. 

 

Opening Service (Monday Morning) “Teach Them” 

Luke 24 supplies the appointed gospel for Easter in Year A and Year B. In the accounts of both the Emmaus 

disciples and the appearance in the upper room, Jesus’ visit focuses upon teaching his followers the 

meaning of the Scriptures. In so doing, he confronts many of the challenges that we face when teaching 

adults the simple truths of the Word. He overcomes their confusion, skepticism, and misunderstanding, and 

in so doing changes the mind, heart, and will of those who would be his witnesses.   

Presiding Minister: Pastor Nate Buege; Conference Preacher: Pastor Joey Koelpin 

 

Devotion One: (Monday Evening) “Shepherd Them”  

The Fourth Sunday of Easter reminds us that we have a Great Shepherd who has called us to take care of the 

flock that he has placed under our care. In the second lesson appointed for Easter 4B, the Apostle Peter calls 

us, as under-shepherds, to take our responsibility seriously and to guard our attitudes among those whom 

we’re called to serve.   Devotion Leader: Pastor James “Ski” Skorzewski 

 

Devotion Two: (Tuesday Morning) “Reach Them” 

Among the teachers of the Church, there is no single preacher, teacher, or missionary who had a greater 

impact than the Apostle Paul. Even so, his chance encounter with Lydia must have been a humbling one for 

him and his companions. In Philippi, Paul met a believer whose knowledge of the Lord was already strong. 

But those who teach with an attitude of evangelism may find opportunities for greater learning.  

Devotion Leader: Pastor Ben Reichel 

 

Devotion Three: (Closing Service) “Equip Them” 

Some are equipped to be pastors, some to be teachers, others to be lay evangelists, Sunday-school 

coordinators, or youth-group leaders. Still, it is the ascended Lord who equips them all. Notice how the 

second lesson appointed for Ascension Day demonstrates the how and why: Christ equips others so that the 

whole body might be built up.  

Devotion Leader: Pastor Dave Schneider 

M. Tiefel 



3 

OPENING SERVICE 
Holy Communion 

 

OPENING HYMN Welcome, Happy Morning 

 Christian Worship 163  

STAND to sing the hymn 

 

DIALOG OF PRAISE   
 

P:  Christ is Risen! 

C:  He is risen indeed! 

P: During this season of Easter, the risen Christ calls us away from the dominion and power 

of sin that we may live in peace and joy all of our days. Let us therefore confess our sins 

and repent of them in the sure promise of God’s mercy. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

P:   Christ is Risen! 

C:  He is risen indeed! 

P:  During this season of Easter, the risen Christ assures us that sins are forgiven and that we 

enjoy peace with God.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Lord of Life, I praise you for what you have done; I will praise you forever, and in 

your name I will put my hope.   

P:  During this season of Easter, the risen Christ empowers us to live joyful lives in service to 

him and his gospel. Therefore, let us pray that the Lord would strengthen us with 

patience and perseverance as we await his glorious return.  

C:  Lord of life, I look to you. I will sing of your glory to all nations, I will proclaim your 

greatness to generations yet to come.  

P:  Christ is risen! 

C:  He is risen indeed! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M:  Let us pray. 

 

O Risen Lord and Savior, by your resurrection from the dead you have brought light and 

life to your holy Church.  Having entrusted us with the keys of your kingdom, empower 

us now for the work of making disciples of all nations. Enlighten with your wisdom 

those who teach and those who learn, that, rejoicing in your resurrection, we may impart 

your truth to every generation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen.  

 

BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON Acts 24:10-21 

The Apostle seeks to instruct a skeptic on the truth of the resurrection 

 

PSALM Psalm 16: “Show Me the Path” 

 David Haas 

After the refrain is introduced, join to sing it. 

Repeat the refrain as indicated: 

 

Refrain: 

 
 

 In you, O God, I take refuge. I sing: “you are my God, in you alone I find joy.  

  You are the path of life.” Refrain: 
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 In you my soul will rejoice. And when my body shall rest, you will not leave me for dead,  

  your loved one will be kept safe.  Refrain:  

 

 In you we walk in the light. You show the path of life, in you there’s joy for all time:  

  I’m happy at your right hand. Refrain:  

 

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 1:17-21 

Peter teaches the meaning-filled lessons of the Lamb 

 

 

STAND 

 

GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35 

Jesus helps his disciples make sense of the Scriptures 

 

 

As the gospel is introduced, join in the acclamation:  

 

M: The Gospel according to Luke, chapter twenty-four. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 

  

After the gospel is read:  

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

 Christian Worship 142 

  

SERMON 

 

STAND  
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CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The prayer of the church concludes with the Lord’s Prayer: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  



7 

THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE 

 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  

M: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them up to the Lord.  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do.  

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we 

praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, 

who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored 

everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Tune: At the Lamb’s High Feast 

 Sanctus CW 141 

Mighty Victim from the sky. 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie. 

You have conquered in the fight: 

You have brought us life and light. 

Alleluia! 

Praise we him, whose love divine 

Gives his Sacred blood for wine, 

Gives his body for the feast, 

Christ the Victim, Christ the Priest. 

Alleluia! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  Tune: At the Lamb’s High Feast 

     Agnus Dei CW 141 

 

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King. 

Who has washed us in the tide 

Flowing from his piercéd side 

Alleluia! 

Easter triumph! Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in you to be. 

Alleluia! 

 

BE SEATED for the distribution. 

 

STAND at the conclusion of the distribution. 

 

PRAYER 

 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to 

share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and 

peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts 

and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: (spoken) Amen.   

 

BE SEATED 
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DEVOTION ONE 

Monday Evening 
 

REMAIN SEATED 

Psalm Psalm 23: The Lord’s My Shepherd 

 Steward Townend 

Verse 1 is sung by solo voice.  

Join to sing the refrains and verses 2 and 3. 

 
 

DEVOTION 1 Peter 5:1-4  
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PRAYER 

 

The leader speaks several petitions. As each concludes with “Lord, in your mercy,” the group responds: 

 

G: Hear our prayer. 

 

The leader speaks the closing prayer: 

 

L:  Heavenly Father, send your Holy Spirit into our hearts, to direct and rule us according to 

your will, to comfort us in all our afflictions, to defend us from all error, and to lead us 

into all truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

G:  Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

 

L: May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from 

the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything 

good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.  

 

G: Amen. 

 

 



11 

DEVOTION TWO 
Tuesday Morning 

 

REMAIN SEATED 

L: O Lord, open my lips. 

G: And my mouth shall declare your praise 

L: Hasten, O God, to save me 

G: O Lord, come quickly to help me.  

L:  This is the day the Lord has made. 

G: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

L: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

G: As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

PSALM Psalm 67: May God Bless Us in His Mercy 

 Malcom Kogut 

The refrain will be introduced by solo voice each time it occurs. 

Join to sing the refrain after it is sung by the soloist. 

 

 Refrain:  

 
 

 O God, show kindness and bless us; let your face smile upon us, 

  That your ways be known upon the earth, your saving pow’r among all nations. Refrain 

 

 May all nations be glad and sing for joy; let all nations praise you. 

  For you rule the world with justice, and guide the nations upon earth Refrain 

 

 Let all the peoples praise you, O God, may all the peoples praise you! 

  May God continue to bless us, till all the earth stand in awe!  Refrain 

 

DEVOTION Acts 16:11-15 
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PRAYER 

 

L: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the rest of the past night and for the gift of a new day 

with its opportunities for pleasing you. Grant that we may pass its hours in the freedom 

of your service and, when our work is done, give you thanks again.  

G: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

L: May the grace of our Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive 

all hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and our bodies; may Christ bind 

us to himself by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts. 

G:  Amen. 
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  DEVOTION THREE 
Closing Service 

REMAIN SEATED 

L: O Lord, teach us your ways, 

G: That we may walk in your truth. 

L: You comfort and help us day by day. 

G: We trust your loving care. 

L: You are the King of heaven and earth. 

G: We give you praise and thanks. Alleluia! 

 

PSALM  Psalm 121: Pilgrim’s Song 

 Marty Haugen 

The refrain will be introduced by solo voice each time it occurs. 

Join to sing the refrain after it is sung by the soloist. 

 

 God will not let your foot be moved. God who keeps you will not slumber, 

 The One who keeps Israel never slumbers, never sleeps.   Refrain 

 God will be the One who keeps you, as a shade at your right hand, 

 So the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon in the night. Refrain 

 God will keep you from all evil. God will always guard your life. 

 Guard your comings and your goings from now and ever more.  Refrain 
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PSALM PRAYER  

 

L:  Lord God, you neither slumber nor sleep, but your eyes are always open to our needs. 

Watch over our welfare on when our journeys become perilous, shade us from dangers 

that surround us, and keep us safe from harm; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

G: Amen 

 

DEVOTION Ephesians 4:7-16  

 

RESPONSORY 

 

L: O God, save your servants who trust in you. 

G: Guard our lives, and hear us when we call. 

L: O God, set our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.  

G: Lead us until we reach our heavenly goal.  

L: Blessed be the Lord today. 

G: May the God of our salvation be our sun and shield. 

BLESSING 

 

L: May the almighty and merciful Lord direct and preserve us on our way, and may he 

send his holy angels to accompany us, that we may return to our home in peace, in 

safety, and in joy, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

G:  Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit 

 Christian Worship 545:1-2 

Send, O Lord, your Holy Spirit  

On your servants now, we pray; 

Let them all be faithful shepherds  

That no lamb is led astray. 

Your pure teaching to proclaim,  

To adore your holy name, 

And to feed your lambs, dear 

Savior, Make their aim and sole 

endeavor. 

You, O Lord, yourself have called them  

For your precious lambs to care; 

But to prosper in their calling,  

They the Spirit’s gifts must share. 

Grant them wisdom from above;  

Fill their hearts with holy love. 

In their weakness, Lord, be near them;  

In their prayers, Good Shepherd, hear 

them. 
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 NOTES 

 

 


