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ABOUT THE SERVICES 
 
The April 2013 Pastoral Study Conference undertakes a study of the Christian’s understanding of civil 
government and the kingdoms of the earth.  As the Church continues to celebrate the weeks of 
Easter, she also approaches the Feast of our Lord’s Ascension, an event which the Lord used to 
demonstrate his power over all powers and dominions of the earth  Our opening service is a model 
Ascension service, including resources which worship planners may consider for a festival service on 
Thursday May 9. A growing trend across liturgical churches is an alternate observance of Ascension 
on the Seventh Sunday of Easter (May 12, 2013). Ascension also emphasizes strong themes of public 
ministry and may serve as a highlight when a congregation is seeking the assignment of a called 
worker in the Spring. Presiding Minister: Andy Schroer; Conference Preacher: Andy Retberg 
 
The four devotions are further developments of the Ascension proper, Christ’s power over all:  
 
Devotion One: (Monday Afternoon) “No Doubt About It”  
For forty days, the disciples struggled to understand the true meaning of Christ’s word, soon they 
would rely on his promised spirit. And when doubts swirled in their minds, the promise delivered by 
holy angels must have rung powerfully in their minds: … This same Jesus will return! Devotion 
Leader: Christian Eisenbeis 
 
Devotion Two: (Tuesday Morning) “No Two Ways About It”  
If you are not with God, you are against him. Pharaoh experienced that. See the power of the LORD’s 
hand at work against his enemies! When Jesus left his disicples, he didn’t leave them with a stick to 
fend for themselves. He left them with the LORD’s mighty Spirit. Devotion Leader: Daron Lindemann 
 
Devotion Three: (Tuesday Midday) “No Strings Attached”  
Jesus’ ascension is not a dusty, inapplicable doctrine. Paul connects Jesus’ resurrection and seat of 
ruling power to his rule over his Church and our personal lives. The same “power” and “mighty 
strength” that seated Christ at God’s right hand, is shown in his great love and mercy for us. Devotion 
Leader: Daniel Laitinen 
 
Devotion Four (Closing Service) “No Time Like the Present”  
We don’t know the day or hour, but we have the angel’s encouragement: don’t stand there because 
he’s on his way back.  There’s no time like the present to take this urgency to heart. Our Lord 
Almighty reigns. We take hold of his word both in our personal lives and ministry. Prepare for the 
bridegroom's return. Devotion Leader: Vilas Glaeske 
 
The theme of the conference worship is drawn from Revelation 19:6 

Special thanks to Pastor Daniel Laitinen for assisting with the service design, and to Pastors Mark 

Bitter, John Hering, John Koelpin, and Abram Degner for serving at worship.  

M. Tiefel 
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OPENING SERVICE 
Holy Communion 

 
 
OPENING HYMN A Hymn of Glory Let us Sing, st. 1-4 
 Christian Worship 171 
STAND for the fourth stanza 
 
DIALOGUE FOR ASCENSION DAY 
 
M:  Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights above. 
C:  Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
 
M:  How majestic is the Lord’s name in all the earth! 
C:  He has set his glory above the heavens. 
 
M:  For the Lord is the Most High over all the earth. 
C:  He is exalted far above all gods. 
 
M:  God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 
C:  God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. 
 
M:  The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble. 
C:  He sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake. 
 
M:  The throne of our God will last forever and ever. 
C:  A scepter of justice will be the scepter of his kingdom. 
 
M:  Praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted. 
C:  His splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE Hail Thee, Festival Day 
 

Sing the refrain after each stanza. Note the alternate melody for stanzas 2 & 4.  
 

Refrain 
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 Stanzas 1 & 3: 

 
 

  
Stanzas 2 & 4: 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M:  Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right 
hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that 
at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON Exodus 14:21-31 

The Lord rises up against the enemy 
 
PSALM Psalm 47 
 Rory Cooney 
 
The refrain is sung once by the cantor and repeated by the congregation each time it appears. 
 

Refrain 

 
 
Cantor:  All you peoples, clap your hands,  

shout to God with cries of gladness.  
For the Lord, the Most High, is the king of all the earth.  

 
Refrain 

 
God mounts his throne to shout of joy  
amid the blaring trumpets.  
Sing praise to God, sing praise, sing to our king, sing praise. 

 
Refrain 

 
 God is king of all the world,  

sing a song of joy to praise him.  
God sits on his sacred throne, ruling every land.  

 
Refrain 

 
 
SECOND LESSON Revelation 19:6-9 

The risen and ascended Lord reigns 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 
 
Cantor:  Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Surely I will be with you 

always, to the very end of the age. Alleluia.  
 
STAND 
 
GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53 

We are witnesses of the Lord’s glory 
 
After the gospel is read:  

 

 
 
BE SEATED 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY On Christ’s Ascension Now I Build 
 Christian Worship 173 
SERMON 
 
STAND 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  
BE SEATED 
 
OFFERING 
 
STAND 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M: O ascended Lord Jesus, at your resurrection you overcame the power of sin and death. At 

your ascension to the right hand of majesty, you now reign as eternal King of kings and Lord 
of lords. 

C: O Lord, you were the Lamb once slain. We praise you for your victory over sin, 
death, Satan, and hell. 

M: O ascended High Priest, having completed your work, you took your place at the Father’s 
side. Call to mind all your mercies as you continually plead for our sinful race. Comfort us 
each day with the sure promise that we are dear children of our heavenly Father and heirs of 
salvation. Keep us from the snares of sin and the disaster of unbelief. Defend us against 
Satan’s every accusation. Nourish us with your Word and Sacraments, and lead us to 
appreciate the your Father’s rich blessings in our everyday lives. 

C: O Lord, you are worthy to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and 
honor and glory and praise! For your sake alone, we are confident to come before 
the throne of grace.   

M: O ascended Prophet, when you sat down at the right hand of God, you gave some to be 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, preachers, and teachers. Now, as then, equip your Church to 
proclaim the precious gospel message of God’s love for all the world. Invigorate the pastors 
and teachers of our district and synod to proclaim your precious truths without shame and 
without hesitation. Be a strong refuge for those enduring doubt or difficulty in the exertions 
of public ministry. Bless the final preparations of seminarians and collegians who will be 
presenting themselves for assignment in these coming weeks. Give understanding and 
insight to our District Presidents, our circuit pastors, and all those who are called upon to 
offer counsel and aid. Bless our work at this conference, that being fed by your Word and 
wisdom, we might again take up the fight of faith.  

C: O Lord, you are the First and the Last, the Alpha and the Omega. Give courage to our 
hearts, power to our words, and success to our efforts. 
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M: O ascended King, you are seated at the right hand of God, where you rule every dominion 
and power.  Direct the affairs of all nations and governments to give your gospel free course. 
Be a strong defender of your Church that she may conduct her affairs in peace and safety. 
Hold the devil’s schemes of tyranny, violence, and hatred at bay. Give integrity to all who 
hold public offices, especially our President, the Congress, and the Governors of our States. 
Grant wisdom to all who hold positions of high trust, especially the justices of our Supreme 
Court and the judges of our land. Watch over the lives of men and women who serve our 
nation’s armed forces, of police officers, emergency responders, and social workers, and of 
all who dedicate themselves to preserving the stability of society.  

C: O Lord, you are the King of kings and Lord of Lords. In you we have put our trust.  

M: O ascended Savior, you did not leave us as orphans but left us with the sure promise of your 
glorious return. As we await the blessed day when faith shall be sight and our earthly 
journey ended, direct our eyes always heavenward, fastening our attention and faith on you, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  

C: Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 
THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 
 
M:       The Lord be with you. 

 
 
M:     Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
M:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
M:     Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.  
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Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 
glory for ever and ever.  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
     Sanctus 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

 
 

 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
     Agnus Dei 

 
 
BE SEATED 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise 
 Christian Worship 175 
STAND 
 
PRAYER 
 
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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BLESSING 
 
M:       Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN A Hymn of Glory Let us Sing, st. 5-6  
 

Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,  
And be our future great reward. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Then, throned with you forever, we  
Shall praise your name eternally. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

O risen Christ, ascended Lord,  
All praise to you let earth accord. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run,  
With Father and with Spirit one. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 
BE SEATED 

 

 

 

 

YOU ARE MY WITNESSES 
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MEDITATION ONE 
Monday Afternoon 

 
REMAIN SEATED 

PSALMODY Psalm 110 
 
Join to sing the psalm in its entirety 
 

 
 

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 
 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” 
  The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion; 
   you will rule in the midst of your enemies. 
 
The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind: 
 “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” 
  The LORD is at your right hand;  
   he will crush kings on the day of his wrath. Refrain 
 
He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead 
 and crushing the rulers of the whole earth. 
  He will drink from a brook beside the way;  
   therefore he will lift up his head. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
  as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen.   Refrain 
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PRAYER 
 
M:  O Christ, begotten before the light of creation, who was before the beginning of every 

created thing, we pray that you bring every dominion under your feet and make our feet 
ready for your service, for your live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
DEVOTION Acts 1:1-11 
 
PRAYER 
 
M: God of mercy, this midday moment of rest is your welcome gift. Bless the work we have 

begun, make good its defects, and let us finish it in a way that pleases you. Grant this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
C: Amen.  
 
BLESSING 
 
M: Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. 
 
C: The Lord be with you. 
 
M:  Blessing, honor, thanksgiving, and praise, more than we can utter or understand, be to you, 

O holy and glorious Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, by all angels, all mankind, all 
creatures, for ever and ever. 

 
C:  Amen.  
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MEDITATION TWO 
Tuesday Morning 

 
REMAIN SEATED 

PSALMODY Psalm 124 
 
Join to sing the psalm in its entirety 

 

 
 
If the Lord had not been on our side—let Israel say— 
 if the LORD had not been on our side when men attacked us, 
  when their anger flared against us,  
   they would have swallowed us alive; 
 
the flood would have engulfed us, 
 the torrent would have swept over us, 
  the raging waters  
   would have swept us away.   Refrain 
 
Praise be to the LORD,  
 who has not let us be torn by their teeth. 
  We have escaped like a bird  
   out of the fowler’s snare;  
 
the snare has been broken,  
 and we have escaped. 
  Our help is in the name of the LORD,  
   the Maker of heaven and earth. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
  as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen.   Refrain 

 
 

PRAYER 
 
M:  O Lord, shut the mouths of the wicked, curb the desires of the ungodly, and save us from 

the cruel jaws of the evil one, that we, who trust not in our own strength, may find strength 
in your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, on God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
DEVOTION Exodus 14:21-31 
 
PRAYER 
 
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the rest of the past night and for the gift of a new day with 

its opportunities for pleasing you. Grant that we may pass its hours in the freedom of your 
service and, when our work is done, give you thanks again.  

 
C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
M: May the grace of our Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive all 

hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and our bodies; may Christ bind us to 
himself by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts. 

 
C:  Amen. 
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MEDITATION THREE 
Tuesday Midday 

 
REMAIN SEATED 

PSALMODY Psalm 115 
 
Join to sing the psalm in its entirety 
 

 
 

Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us but to your name be the glory,  
 because of your love and faithfulness.  
  Why do the nations say, “Where is their God?”  
   Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him.  
 
The LORD remembers us and will bless us:  
 He will bless the house of Israel,  
  he will bless those who fear the LORD—  
   small and great alike.    Refrain 
 
May the LORD make you increase,  
 both you and your children.  
  May you be blessed by the LORD,  
   the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
The highest heavens belong to the LORD,  
 but the earth he has given to man.  
  It is not the dead who praise the LORD,  
   it is we who extol the LORD, both now and forevermore. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
  as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen.   Refrain 
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PRAYER 
 
M:  O God, who parted the waters of the Jordan by your might, lead us to ever appreciate the 

saving waters of our baptism, that washed and renewed, we might daily struggle against sin 
and self-idolatry; for you live and reign, one Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
C:  Amen. 
 
DEVOTION Ephesians 1:18b-23, 2:6-10  
 
PRAYER 
 
M: Blessed Savior, at this hour you hung upon the cross, stretching out your loving arms. Grant 

that all the peoples of earth may look to you and be saved; and all for your tender mercies’ 
sake.  

 
C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
M: Peace be to you and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace to 

all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.  
 
C: Amen. 
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MEDITATION FOUR 
Closing Service 

 

REMAIN SEATED 

PSALMODY Psalm 121 
 
Join to sing the psalm in its entirety 

 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
where does  my help come from? 

 My help comes from the LORD, 
  the Maker of heav-en and earth. 

 
He will not let your foot slip— 

he who watches over you will not slumber; 
 indeed, he who watches over Is-rael 
  will neither slum- ber nor sleep.   Refrain 

 
The LORD watches ov-er you— 

the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
  the sun will not harm  you by day, 

nor the moon by night. 
 
The LORD will keep you from all harm— 

he will watch o-ver your life; 
  the LORD will watch over your coming and go-ing 

both now and for-ev-ermore.   Refrain 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Ho-ly Spirit, 
 as it was in the be-gin-ning, 

is now, and will be forev-er. Amen.  Refrain 
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PRAYER 
 
M:  Lord God, you neither slumber nor sleep, but your eyes are always open to our needs. 

Watch over our welfare on when our journeys become perilous, shade us from dangers that 
surround us, and keep us safe from harm; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

 
C: Amen 
 
DEVOTION Revelation 19:6-9 
 
PRAYER 
 
M: O God, save your servants who trust in you. 
 
C: Guard our lives, and hear us when we call. 
 
M: O God, set our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.  
 
C: Lead us until we reach our heavenly goal.  
 
M: Blessed be the Lord today. 
 
C: May the God of our salvation be our sun and shield. 
 
BLESSING 
 
M: May the almighty and merciful Lord direct and preserve us on our way, and may he send his 

holy angels to accompany us, that we may return to our home in peace, in safety, and in joy, 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C:  Amen 
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