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OPENING SERVICE 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENING HYMN      With High Delight Let Us Unite 

Christian Worship 168 

 
STAND 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C:   (spoken) Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in 

my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this 

I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacri-

fice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C:   (spoken) Amen.  

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Opening Service 

Midday Devotion 1 

Morning Devotion 

Midday Devotion 2 

Closing Service 

 

SERVICE NOTES 

Opening Service 

Midday Devotion 1 

Morning Devotion 

Midday Devotion 2 

Closing Service 



18 

CLOSING HYMN 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

Opening Service 

Midday Devotion 1 

Morning Devotion 

Midday Devotion 2 

Closing Service 
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THIS IS THE FEAST OF VICTORY 

Dignus est Agnus                       Christian Worship  265 
 

 
Choir: 

1. Worthy is Christ the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.     Refrain 

2. Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.    Refrain    

3. Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

 Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen!      Refrain 

4. For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia!      Final Refrain   

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  

M:  The Lord be with you.  

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray.  

O Risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. 

Come to us also with your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assur-

ance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

 

C:  (Spoken) Amen.  

 
BE SEATED 

 



4 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON                     Acts 2:21-22-36 

Peter makes his stand on the message of the Resurrected Christ  
 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                                              Psalm 118 

 

 
 

The Lord is my strength and my song  

 he has become my salvation 

 

The Lord’s right hand is lifted high   

 The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things 

 

I will not die but live   

 and will proclaim what the Lord has done 

 

Refrain 

 

I will give you thanks for your answered me  

 you have become my salvation 

 

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone  

 The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes 

 

 

17 

L:  He does not want his disciples to be fearful and mournful; he wants them to have true, beautiful, 

 and longed-for peace of heart.  

C:  “So far as I am concerned,” Christ says, “you shall have nothing but sheer peace and joy.” 

L: “In all of my words to you and in all of my time with you,” Christ says, “you have seen and realized 

that I love you with all my heart and do everything that is good.” 

C: “And you have seen that my Father is most graciously disposed to you. This is the best word that 

I can leave to you and give you.” 

PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

 Lord God, our Father, you kept Abraham and Sarah in safety throughout the days of their pilgrim-

age, you led the people of Israel through the midst of the sea, and by a star you led the Magi to the 

infant Jesus. Protect and guide us now in this time as we set out to travel, make our way safe and 

our homecomings joyful, and bring us at last to our heavenly home, where you dwell in glory with 

the Son † and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

G:  Amen. 

 

L: O God, save your servants who trust in you. 

G: May he send us help from the sanctuary and give us support from Zion. 

L: Be for us, O Lord, a strong tower against all calamity. 

G: Let no evil happen to us, but guard us from all danger and peril. 

L: Blessed be the Lord today. 

G: May the God of our salvation protect us. 

L: Make your ways known to us, O Lord. 

G: Teach us your paths. 

L: Oh, that our ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes! 

G: The crooked ways shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth. 

L: God will give his angels charge over you 

G: To guard you in all your ways. 

L: May the almighty and merciful Lord direct and preserve us on our way, and may he send his holy 

angels to accompany us, that we may return to our home in peace, in safety, and in joy, in the name 

of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

G:  Amen. 
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CLOSING SERVICE  

PRAYER BEFORE TRAVEL: THE ITINERARY 

 

 

REMAIN SEATED 

 

L:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

C: Amen 

 

L: O Lord, teach us your ways, 

C: That we may walk in your truth. 

L: You comfort and help us day by day. 

C: We trust your loving care. 

L: You are the King of heaven and earth. 

C: We give you praise and thanks. Alleluia! 

 

HYMN                           Blest be the God of Israel 

Christian Worship 275 

 

DEVOTION         Luke 24:<> 

United as we  Receive the Savior’s Blessing 

 

 

READING:             Sermons on John 14 

  Martin Luther 

 

L:  Christ leaves his disciples with a very comforting and pleasing final word. He does not offer 

 cities and castles or silver and gold.  

C:  His final word is ‘peace,’ the greatest treasure in heaven and on earth.  
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This is the day the Lord has made 

 Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 And to the Holy Spirit 

 

As it was in the beginning, 

 Is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 

SECOND LESSON                 1 Corinthians 15:12-22  

The resurrection means faith is no longer futile  
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

  
 Choir: 

 Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Our hearts were burning within 

us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us. Alleluia.  
 

STAND 

 

GOSPEL                     Luke 24:13-35  

Jesus explains the absolute necessity of his death and resurrection 

 
M: The Gospel of the Lord 

C:  Thanks be to God! 

 
BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                    This Joyful Eastertide 

                       Christian Worship 160 

SERMON 

 

 

 

SERMON 
 

STAND 
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NICENE CREED 

 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

  of all that is,  

  seen and unseen.  

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made,  

  of one being with the Father.  

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

  and became fully human.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

 He suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

  who has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
 

BE SEATED 

 

OFFERING 

 

STAND 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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MIDDAY DEVOTION 2 
MEDITATION ON THE HOLY OFFICE  

 

REMAIN SEATED 

 

L:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

C: Amen 

 

 

PRAYER: 

 

HYMN:  The Day of Resurrection 

  CW 166 

 

DEVOTION: 

United as We Share the Gospel 

 

READING:               Sermons on 1 Peter 

    Martin Luther 

 

L: When you want to preach the gospel, you must treat only the resurrection of Christ. Anyone who 

 does not preach this is no apostle. For this is the chief article of our faith. 

 

C: The greatest power of faith is bound up in this article. For if there were no resurrection, we 

 would have no consolation or hope, and everything else Christ did and suffered would be 

 futile. 

 

L: Therefore one must teach as follows: “See, Christ died for you! He took sin, death, and hell upon 

 himself and submitted himself. But nothing could subdue him, for he was too strong. 

 

C: He rose from the dead, was completely victorious, and subjected everything to himself. He 

 did all this in order that you might be free from it and lord over it. 

 

L: We are not able to do all this with our own power. Consequently, Christ had to do it. Otherwise 

 there would have been no need for him to come down from heaven.”  

 

C:  When we preach about our works, it is impossible for this message to be accepted and  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins,  

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours  

  now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE 

 

M:  The Lord be with you.  

  

C: And also with you.  

 

M:  Lift up your hearts.  

 

C: We lift them up to the Lord.  

 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

 

C: It is good and right so to do.  

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you 

especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacri-

fice took away the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, 

with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY            Tune: Christian Worship 166 

 Sanctus 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

 he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given 

 for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

 my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

 this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

  

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: Amen.  

 

 

AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST*     Christian Worship 141 

 
DISTRIBUTION  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

 

 

 

*The powerful connections between resurrection and sacramental themes make this hymn an ideal sub-

stitute for the Angus Dei “O Christ, Lamb of God” during the Easter Season.    

       O holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 

In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 

Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 

Receive our fervent cry. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming 

To set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation 

And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage— 

Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

1.  At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
    Praise to our victorious King, 
    Who has washed us in the tide 
    Flowing from his pierced side. 
    Alleluia! 

2. Praise we him, whose love divine 
    Gives his sacred blood for wine, 
    Gives his body for the feast 

     Christ, the victim, Christ the priest. 
    Alleluia! 
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PRAYER: 

 

BLESSING: 
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MORNING DEVOTION 

MEDITATION ON THE WORD 

 
 

REMAIN SEATED 

 

L:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER: 

 

HYMN:  Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

  CW 142 

 

DEVOTION: 

United as We Learn the Scriptures 

 

 

READING:       On the Freedom of a Christian 

  Martin Luther 

 

L:  The soul can live without all things except the Word of God; without the Word of God nothing 

 can help us.  

C:  But when we have the Word we need nothing else, for in the Word we have enough food, 

 joy, peace, light, art, justice, truth, wisdom, and all other good things in abundance. 

L:  What, then, is this Word that bestows such high grace and how shall I use it? 

C:  It is nothing other than the actual preaching of Christ as it is contained in the gospel. 

L:  The purpose of preaching and teaching is that you should hear God speaking to you, telling how 

 all your life and works are nothing before God and how you and all that is in you would perish 

 eternally. 

C:  But in this Word God also presents his dearly beloved Son, Jesus Christ. In this comforting 

 Word, God calls me to cling to him with a cheerful heart. With such faith, all my sins are 

 forgiven and I am set free from all things.  

9 

 
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 
STAND 

 

M:  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacra-

ment. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy 

Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C:  (spoken) Amen.  

 
REMAIN STANDING 

 

CLOSING HYMN      Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense 

Christian Worship 167 

 
BE SEATED 

3. Where the paschal blood is poured, 
    Death’s dread angel sheaths his sword 
    Israel’s host triumphant go 
    Through the wave that drowns the foe 
    Alleluia! 

4. Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 
    Paschal victim, paschal bread; 
    With sincerity and love, 
    Eat we manna from above. 
    Alleluia! 

5.  Mighty Victim from the sky, 
     Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie; 
     You have conquered in the fight, 
     You have brought us life and light. 
     Alleluia! 

6.  Now no more can death appall, 
     Now no more the grave enthrall; 
     You have opened paradise, 
     And your saints in you shall rise. 
     Alleluia! 

7.  Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
     This alone can sin destroy; 
     From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
     Newborn souls in you to be. 
     Alleluia! 

8.  Father, who the crown shall give, 
     Savior, by whose death we live, 
     Spirit, guide through all our days, 
     Three in One, your name we praise. 
     Alleluia! 
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MIDDAY DEVOTION 1 
MEDITATION ON THE SACRAMENTS 

 
REMAIN SEATED 

 

L:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

C: Amen 

 

 

PRAYER: 

 

HYMN:        Like the Golden Sun Ascending 

  CW 147, Stanzas 1, 3,  5 

 

DEVOTION:        Luke 24:<> 

United as We Share the Sacraments 

 

READING:                   On the Councils and the Church 

   Martin Luther 

 

L:  Wherever you see this sacrament properly administered, there you may be assured of the  

 presence of God’s people. For, as I have said, wherever God’s Word is, there the Church must 

 be. 

C:  Likewise, wherever baptism and the sacraments are, God’s people must be, and vice versa. 

 For no one possesses, uses, or observes these sacred things but the people of God.  

L:  See that you exercise and confirm your faith, so that when you are troubled or when sin is 

 besetting you, you go to the sacrament and heartily desire it and what it signifies. Do not doubt 

 that it will be done to you as the sacrament declares. 

C:  In this way Christ and all his saints draw near to me and be so fully mine that they will 

 have all things in common with me. 

L:  If you are willing to hold to this belief and confirm it, you will discover what a rich and joyful 

 marriage feast your God has prepared for you on the altar.  
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PRAYER: 

 

BLESSING: 


