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“What’s wrong with gay marriage, anyways? If two people love each other, shouldn’t 

they be able to marry each other – whatever the gender?” 

At the heart of the gay marriage debate lies the question: Who decides what marriage is? 
Secular proponents of gay marriage maintain that we do. Societies can redefine marriage as 
its needs change or as the majority opinion shifts.1 Governments can redefine marriage 
through legislation. Individual couples can redefine marriage according to their liking.2  
 
The majority of Christian supporters of gay marriage claim that God defined marriage, but 
that he did so in way that is open to alternate forms. Some cite the polygamy practiced by 
some Old Testament believers as proof. Others claim that, since same-sex marriage as we 
know it wasn’t around in biblical times, the bible doesn’t address it specifically.3 Still others 
say that God’s revelation about marriage is ongoing as he continues to speak through the 
church.4 
 
How does God’s Word answer the question? Genesis 2 teaches us that marriage is God’s 
idea, not man’s. God was the one who chose to create the first human being – a male human 
being, Adam. God was the one who decided that he wasn’t done yet. “It is not good for man 
to be alone; I will make a helper suitable for him (Gen. 2:18).” God was the one who decided 
that the suitable helper for Adam would not be another male, but a female – different from 
Adam in all the right ways to be his perfect complement. God was the one who then made 
this complement for Adam and presented him to her as his wife in the first marriage. 
 
What role did Adam play in all this? He really didn’t give any input in the process at all. He 
simply praised the wisdom and love of God’s design at the end of it: “This is now bone of 
my bones and flesh of my flesh! She shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man 
(Gen. 2:23).” 
 
How do we know that God’s will for the first marriage – one man, one woman – is his will 
for all marriages? Because God said so. “For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh (Gen. 2:24).” This isn’t 
simply the author of Genesis explaining a Jewish social custom – this is God giving us his 
abiding will for marriage. When Jesus was questioned about divorce, he confirmed that 
(Matt. 19:24-26). Marriage consists of one man and one woman united by God for life. Since 
“God is not a man…that he should change his mind (1 Sam. 15:29),” this will is still in force 
today. 
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At the end of day six, God said all he had made was “very good.” That included marriage as 
he designed it. It’s very good in his eyes, and it’s very good for us. God blesses husband and 
wife with a lifelong companion in a relationship of faithful love that reflects Jesus’ own love 
for us (Eph. 5:22-33). God blesses parents with children and children with parents to 
nurture them (Psalm 127:5). God blesses husband and wife with sexual happiness (Song of 
Songs 5:1). God designed marriage the way he did because he loves us.  
 
So God wants us to regard his gift of marriage as very good, too. “Marriage should be 
honored by all (Heb. 13:4).” We honor God’s gift of marriage by not trying to redefine it or 
reshape it to suit our own fancies. We honor God’s gift of marriage by living according to 
his will for marriage. 
 
But what about the love same-sex people have towards one another? What about Fred and 
Joe? They have been in a committed relationship for 35 years. They haven’t cheated on one 
another. They strive to treat each other with kindness and compassion. Like any couple, 
they have their arguments, but they are committed to working through them, no matter 
what. They are determined that only death will separate them. How could that be wrong? 
How could God be against committed, selfless love like that? 
 
That’s exactly the argument that many Christian churches use in their support of gay 
marriage. It’s the premise of God Believes in Love: Straight Talk about Gay Marriage, a book 
written by the first openly gay Episcopal bishop.5 In an official statement, the United 
Church of Christ lists as their first proof in support of gay marriage: “The Bible affirms and 
celebrates human expressions of love and partnership, calling us to live out fully that gift of 
God in responsible, faithful, committed relationships.” 6 What do we make of this rationale? 
 
We certainly don’t question the sincerity of love in some same-sex relationships. And it’s 
true: God is for committed, selfless love (John 13:34-35). He is even for committed, loving, 
life-long relationships between two people of the same sex. Take David and Jonathan, for 
example. Jonathan “loved David as he loved himself (1 Sam. 20:17).” They made a lifelong 
covenant with one another (1 Sam. 18:3). Their relationship was so close that God says 
they became “one in spirit” (1 Sam. 18:1).  
 
But did you notice? They did not become “one flesh.” Their relationship was not marriage. 
Their love was not sexual.  
 
God is for love – but not all kinds of love. He’s against the love of money (1 Tim. 6:10). He’s 
against loving anything or anyone more than him (Luke 10:27). He’s against sexual love of 
any kind outside of the bonds of marriage (Heb. 13:4). And he’s against sexual love 
between two people of the same sex, no matter how committed their relationship might be. 
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The bible is clear on that point:  
 

“Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable (Lev. 18:22).”  
 
“They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things 
rather than the Creator – who is forever praised. Amen. Because of this, God gave them 
over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural 
ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were 
inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and 
received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion (Rom. 1:25-27).”  
 
“Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male 
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10).”  

 
God calls homosexual sex indecent and a perversion. He calls homosexual desires shameful, 
and homosexual relations unnatural – contrary to his design. He calls those who practice 
homosexuality wicked. Homosexuality is detestable to God – he hates it, just as he hates all 
sin. As is the case with all sin, if there is no repentance, it shuts people out of God’s kingdom 
forever. 
 
Needless to say, this is not a popular view in today’s atmosphere of “tolerance.” Even many 
Christian churches twist these passages so that they can continue to approve of 
homosexuality. They’ll say that the Leviticus passage above only forbids homosexual sex if 
you do it to worship an idol. They’ll say that the Romans passage doesn’t refer to 
homosexuals at all, but to heterosexuals who commit gay sex acts. They’ll say that the 
Corinthians passage only refers to violent homosexual sex. Using these and other 
arguments, they explain away every verse that condemns homosexuality. They’ll even 
insert homosexuality where it isn’t – for example, claiming that David and Jonathan’s 
relationship was homosexual, in spite of the fact that the bible doesn’t say anything of the 
sort.7 
 
God warned us that we will always be able to find people who twist his word to suit their 
sinful desires and defend their sinful actions. “For the time will come when men will not 
put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them 
a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear (2 Tim. 4:3).” If we 
approach any of these passages with a humble attitude of faith, they speak a clear truth: 
Homosexuality is sin. 
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However, that is not the only message God has for homosexuals. Paul continues in 1 
Corinthians 6: “…that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, 
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (v.11).” 
Jesus who died and paid for the sins of the world paid for their sins, too. Some in the church 
in Corinth had practiced homosexuality. They had been heading to hell for their sins. Not 
anymore. Through the means of grace, the Holy Spirit led these people to repentance and 
faith in Jesus, washing their sins away. The same Spirit led them to struggle against their 
sinful sexual desires. That’s a message of hope: Change is possible. “With God, all things are 
possible (Matt. 19:26).”  
 
As early as Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, human beings have been buying into the 
lie that our will is better than God’s will for us. Today, we see that happening in the push 
for gay marriage. As Christians, we trust that the wisdom of the God who created us is 
much greater than our own. We trust that the God who loved us enough to give his own life 
to redeem us always has our best interests in mind. We trust that this is true in regard to 
his will for marriage and sexuality, as well. 
 
 
“I know it’s wrong, but shouldn’t they have the right to do what they want? How does 
it affect me?” 
 
Why does the issue of gay marriage matter to us? Why don’t we just “live and let live” and 
keep quiet about it?  
 
When God brought us to faith in Jesus, he gave us a love for him and a love for his will. “Oh, 
how I love your law!” wrote the psalmist (119:97). Because we love his will, we are grieved 
when his will is disregarded. Later in the same psalm, he wrote, “Streams of tears flow from 
my eyes, for your law is not obeyed (vs. 136).” Love for God’s will also compels us to defend 
his will when it comes under attack, as his will in regards to marriage has in the gay 
marriage debate. 
 
But it’s not just love for God’s will that moves us to respond; it’s a love for others’ souls. As 
gay marriage becomes legal, the government is giving the title “marriage” to something God 
condemns as sinful. Many who are already convinced their homosexual relationships are 
not sinful are confirmed in that lie. Others are being convinced to believe it. People are 
encouraged to continue living in unrepentant sin, and that ends in hell. 
 
God loves these souls. God does not want “anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance (2 Pet. 3:9).” We share God’s love for them and his desire that they be saved. 
Out of love for them, we are compelled to speak the truth, calling their sin a sin and calling 
them to repentance so that we might assure them of the forgiveness Jesus died to win them.  
 
We are also concerned about gay marriage because it does affect us. First, it affects us as 
members of society. God instituted marriage as a blessing – for husband, wife, and kids – 
but also for society. It provides for the continuation of society through procreation. It 
blesses a society through the mutual support of husband and wife. It provides a nurturing 



environment for raising children to be productive members of society. “Marriage is the 
foundation on which God builds and blesses society.”8 
 
When God’s design is tampered with, the foundation erodes, and society is deprived of 
those blessings. Proponents of gay marriage argue otherwise, claiming that there is no 
adverse effect on kids raised in same-sex parent homes. But we aren’t wiser than our 
Creator, who gave us his design for marriage and family. What negative effects will this 
have on kids raised by same-sex married couples? What negative effects will it have on 
society as a whole?  
 
More importantly, it affects us as Christians. Believers struggling with homosexual desires 
are among those who might be emboldened to give into them by this legislation. After all, 
calling gay unions “marriages” makes them sound very religious. It paints them in an 
appealing veneer of piety.  
 
One has to wonder what it will mean for the next generation of Christians, as well. For 
young Christians attending government-run public schools, will gay marriage legislation 
mean that kids are taught in health classes that heterosexuality and homosexuality are 
equally good? Will they be taught that having two mommies or two daddies is just as good 
as having a mommy and a daddy? Will they be encouraged to experiment sexually? In some 
public schools, it’s already happening.9 Will it get worse if more pro-homosexual legislation 
is passed? 
 
Could the legalization of gay marriage – or the other anti-discrimination and hate-speech 
laws being enacted as a result of the gay rights movement – threaten our religious liberties 
or our right to free speech? Could churches lose their tax-exempt status if they refuse to 
perform gay marriage ceremonies? Could it result in the silencing of pastors, teachers, and 
individual Christians who try to share the truth about sexuality and marriage? The fears 
aren’t unfounded. If what has happened as a result of similar legislation in Canada and 
Europe is any indication of what we can expect here, it’s a very real possibility.10 
 
Our Savior told us such things would happen. “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it 
hated me first…if they persecuted me, they will persecute you (John 15:18,20).” As we 
confess the truth, we can expect opposition and persecution. But we can take comfort in 
Jesus’ words: “Take heart! I have overcome the world (John 16:33).” We can take comfort in 
his promise that, in spite of the world’s efforts to silence us, the gospel will be proclaimed 
until his second coming (Matthew 24:14). And even if society crumbles around us, we know 
that in Christ we have a “kingdom that cannot be shaken (Heb. 11:10),” “a city with 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God (12:28).” 
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“It disgusts me to think that gay marriage might become legal.  How did things get so 
bad?” 
 
All sin is disgusting to God. As Christians, sin should disgust us, too. “Let those who love the 
LORD hate evil.” (Psalm 97:10) Seeing people blatantly trampling on God’s will for 
marriage and sexuality – even boasting about it – gets our blood boiling. 
 
But don’t just be disgusted by this sin. Let’s be honest: Gay marriage is not the one thing 
ruining marriage in our nation. We’ve already done quite a number on it in a whole lot of 
other ways. Cohabitation before marriage has been heralded as the “new normal.” 11 The 
divorce rate is hovering right around 50%.12 Research shows that 1 in every 6 web 
searches is for erotic content.13  
 
Most importantly, don’t just be disgusted by others’ sins. Too often, Christians approach 
this topic with an attitude of self-righteousness, not one of humble repentance. (This 
attitude has probably done more to further the homosexual agenda than we might like to 
admit.) Jesus said it well: “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye 
and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?” Ask yourself: What about the ways I’ve 
dishonored and abused God’s gift of marriage? What about the ways I’ve disregarded his 
will for sexuality? Be just as disgusted at the sins you find in your own heart and life. Say 
with the tax collector, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner (Luke 18:13)…” and marvel again 
at God’s grace in already answering that prayer in Jesus, who took even your sins away. 
Then you’ll be ready to approach the issue in humility.  
 
And then you’ll be ready to approach the people involved in it with love for their souls. As 
loud as they might get…as “gross” as what they do might seem to us…we can never lose 
sight of that. We have a Savior who wasn’t afraid to spend time with tax collectors and 
prostitutes (Luke 15:1), because he loved them. He came to call them to repentance. He 
came to die for them. May we always imitate his love. 
 
How did things get so bad? I guess the easy answer is: Sin entered the world. Messing with 
marriage and sexuality is as old as sin itself. Lamech, just seven generations from Adam, 
rewrote God’s definition of marriage by taking two wives (Gen. 4). The Patriarchs had a 
habit of doing the same (Gen. 16,29). Homosexuality was an “everybody does it” kind of 
thing already in Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19). “There is nothing new under the sun (Eccl. 
1:9).”  
 
What about in our nation? Sixty years ago, the vast majority of Americans agreed that 
marriage was between a man and a woman, and that homosexuality was wrong. Today, 
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those views put you in the minority,14 and get you called a bigot. How did popular opinion 
shift so dramatically? 
  
During the Sexual Revolution of the ‘60s and the ‘70s, traditional values in regards to 
sexuality were challenged, and there was an “increased acceptance of sex outside of 
traditional heterosexual, monogamous relationships.”15 It was in this atmosphere that the 
modern gay rights movement was born. Homosexual activists began joining forces to speak 
out against mistreatment of homosexuals. Their overarching goal then and now is: Obtain 
society’s full approval of homosexuality. This goal and the plans and programs 
implemented to accomplish it have become known as the “homosexual agenda.” 16 
 
Of course, they faced major obstacles: the biblical teaching that condemned homosexuality 
as sin, and the deeply entrenched cultural belief that it is unnatural and unhealthy. To 
attain their goal, those beliefs would need to be altered.  
 
In 1973, they had their first major success. Homosexual activists and their sympathizers 
persuaded the American Psychiatric Association to remove homosexuality from its list of 
mental disorders. A major player in the medical community had declared homosexuality 
“normal.”  
 
But what about the rest of society? How could they – in the words of one activist – “reorder 
society’s view of reality” by “pushing the parameters of sex, sexuality, and family?”17  
 
In 1987, Marshall Kirk and Hunter Madsen published an article in Guide Magazine entitled, 
“The Overhauling of Straight America.” In it, they outlined a well-thought-out strategy to 
change the way society viewed homosexuality.  
 

1. Talk about Gays and Gayness as Loudly and Often as Possible. Based on the principle 
that “almost all behavior begins to look normal if you’re exposed to enough of it,” 
they proposed using visual media, television, and movies to do it. 

2. Portray Gays as Victims, Not Aggressive Challengers. Change society’s fear of 
homosexuality into sympathy. Portray gays as victims of fate (they were born that 
way) and as victims of oppression (especially by religious institutions). 

3. Give Protectors a Just Cause. Since most straight people won’t be so bold as to defend 
homosexuality, call it a civil rights issue instead. Tell them it’s about anti-
discrimination, free speech, etc. Everyone can get on board with that. 
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4. Make Gays Look Good. Use famous gays as faces for the movement. Paint them as 
average, likeable people and as pillars of society. 

5. Make the Victimizers Look Bad. “We intend to make the antigays look so nasty that 
average Americans will want to dissociate themselves from such types,” they wrote.  

6. Solicit Funds: The Buck Stops Here. Solicit funds for the effort from corporations and 
charitable foundations. Make the cause more appealing as a charity by labeling it a 
social justice issue.18 

 
In hindsight, we can see how gay rights advocates – knowingly or unknowingly – have 
made use of all of these action items. We can also see how successful they’ve been at 
achieving their goal. Today, 54% of American adults consider gay or lesbian relations 
morally acceptable. 52% back legalizing gay marriage in all 50 states.19 
 
From a human standpoint, that’s how we got to where we are today. However, we know 
that this isn’t just about man-made plans or agendas. The real problem is spiritual. The 
devil is hard at work to blind people to the truth in order to keep them in unrepentant sin. 
Human beings, with a sinful nature that is hostile to God, are the willing victims of his lies. 
With so little regard for God’s Word, even among Christians, is it really all that surprising?  
 
 
“Shouldn’t our church get more vocal in the political debate?” 
 
Many churches are very active in the political scene. When Proposition 8 came before 
voters in the state of California, churches and other religious organizations raised $39 
million in support of an ad campaign designed to convince voters to defend marriage as 
God instituted it.20 When the issue of gay marriage came before the Illinois legislature, 
some Christian churches organized demonstrations on the capitol grounds; others carried 
out telephone campaigns with recorded messages from their pastors giving scriptural 
arguments for traditional marriage.21  
 
It’s an appealing course of action. As Christians, we honor marriage as God instituted it, and 
want others to honor it. We’re concerned about what gay marriage will mean for the future 
of our nation. We’re aware of the fight taking place in the political arena, and we hear how 
loud the voices supporting gay marriage are. 
 
Should the church join the fight? Should our churches organize protests in defense of the 
biblical view of marriage? Should churches send petitions to government officials voicing 
their concerns? Should they become more active with conservative political lobbying 
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organizations such as the Christian Coalition? Should they campaign for candidates who 
support biblical principles, or at least provide their members with lists of such candidates? 
 
The answer is: No. When the church as an organization steps into the political arena, she’s 
taking on a mission God hasn’t given her. Constructing an ordered and civilized society is a 
task God has given to government, not to the church; in a democracy, it’s a task that falls to 
the individual citizens of that government (Christian citizens, included – more on that 
later).  
 
To the church, God has given an entirely different mission, one of eternal importance: Not 
the reformation of society, but the salvation of souls. “Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:15,16) The means our Savior has given us to 
carry out our mission are not political lobbying or protesting; he’s given us the means of 
grace.  Through Word and sacrament, the Holy Spirit brings souls to faith and keeps souls 
in the saving faith until Jesus returns. 
 
It’s true, then, that the church should be vocal. We have the duty to proclaim the law of God 
which condemns all sin, including homosexuality, as well as to proclaim the gospel of Jesus 
who died and paid for all sin. This is a message we bring to all people – our members, our 
leaders, and the society we live in. For the church to keep silent would be to fail in her God-
given mission. 
 
But entering into the political arena as a church harms that mission in more ways than one. 
First, it’s letting the earthly distract us from the eternal. Passing laws won’t change hearts 
or save souls. Convincing others that marriage is only between a man and a woman is great, 
but if the Spirit hasn’t first convinced them that Jesus is their Savior, it won’t do them any 
eternal good.22 “When the church is busy with politics, she is not busy with her own work 
of preaching the gospel”23 – a task that’s so much more important.  
 
Not only that, the church may lose opportunities to share the gospel as a result. Say a 
church decides to take a stand for biblical marriage. They head to the capitol to protest 
with their signs: “MARRIAGE= 1 MAN + 1 WOMAN 4 LIFE.” They even make the nightly 
news. For those who haven’t heard of that church before, it’s the first thing – maybe the 
only thing – they know about it. How many supporters of gay marriage will be encouraged 
to visit that church? How many homosexuals? If they do, it probably won’t be to hear the 
gospel, but to stage a protest of their own. Even people who might agree with the message 
on the sign will get the wrong impression: “They’re all about fighting gay marriage.” 
No…we’re all about Jesus! 
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We’ve talked about the church as an organization - but what about individual Christians? 
Can we enter into the political arena? Can we be a voice in the political debate? Of course! 
Christians are first and foremost members of Christ’s kingdom, the church. But we are also 
citizens under a God-established earthly government. As such, God wants us to influence 
government in a positive way. We do that by being good citizens. We do that by respecting 
and obeying our authorities (Rom. 13). Maybe the most overlooked way we do that is by 
praying for our nation and its leaders (1 Tim. 2:1-3). But Christian citizens can also 
promote good government by voting, campaigning for political candidates or public policy, 
petitioning law-makers and representatives, and serving in political offices. 
 
As we carry out our role as citizens, we don’t leave our faith behind. We don’t operate 
under one set of truths as Christians, and a different set as citizens. Our decisions and 
actions in the political arena are always guided by the truth of God’s Word. In the political 
debate over gay marriage, God’s Word clearly defines marriage for us. Christian citizens 
will be guided by this truth as they participate in that political debate. 
 
That being said, a few words of caution are in place: 
 

- The goal of our activity in the political realm is not to pressure others to accept our 
religious beliefs (1 Corinthians 5:12), but to promote laws which protect individuals 
and society from harm.24  We are not trying to make a kingdom of God on earth 
through politics. God establishes his kingdom in hearts, and he does it through the 
gospel, not through government. 

- Our convictions are shaped by God’s Word and do not change, but the way we 
defend those convictions in the political realm does change. In a religious discussion, 
we defend our convictions on the basis of God’s Word. In a political discussion, we 
defend our convictions on the basis of human reason and natural knowledge of the 
law.25 

- In making choices where God’s Word doesn’t obviously settle the matter, we are 
guided by love for our neighbor (Matt. 22:39). In such cases, two Christian citizens 
may come to two very different political conclusions as to what best serves our 
neighbor, and we can agree to disagree. 
 

Finally, let’s keep things in perspective. We’re concerned that our government is 
moving in the direction of legalizing gay marriage. We’re concerned about what it will 
mean for our nation, our kids, and our churches, and rightly so. But let’s remember that the 
Lord of the Church is also the Lord of History. He’s the One ruling far above every ruler, 
authority, power, and dominion (Eph. 1:21). No matter what the future holds, he will 
continue to work all things for the eternal good of his people and the advancement of his 
kingdom (Rom. 8:28).  
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And let’s remember that, as important as our duties as citizens are, our primary 
citizenship is in heaven. Our most important duty is to “work while it is day” with the Word 
(John 9:4). Let’s not get so caught up with politics that we neglect that. Let’s not get so 
focused on changing peoples’ political views that we fail to share the soul-saving gospel 
with them. “Nothing we can do as Christians will do more to ward off serious moral threats 
to our nation’s future than proclaiming God’s Word.”26 And nothing else will bring souls 
into Christ’s eternal kingdom. 
 
 
“So what should we do about it?” 
 
Only the Holy Spirit can lead us to say, “Jesus is Lord (1 Cor. 12:3).” This is the same Spirit 
who also leads us to say, “The will of God is always best” – including his will for marriage 
and sexuality. Since the Spirit does this work through the Word, the answer to the question, 
“What should we do about gay marriage?” is really just a matter of getting more people in 
God’s Word and getting our people in God’s Word more.   
 
We can’t avoid the topic. To assume that fellow church members and even family members 
don’t struggle against homosexual desires is naïve. These people need us to speak up. They 
need to hear the truth about their sin. They need the comfort of Christ’s forgiveness, as well 
as its power to continue the struggle. Avoiding the topic makes them easy prey for 
churches that cater to itching ears (2 Tim. 4:3) with the lie that the struggle isn’t necessary 
because homosexual desires aren’t sinful.  
 
Also important is how we speak up. Making homosexuality seem like the one sin that is 
worse than others, talking about it as a sin that no normal Christian would struggle with, 
joking around about it…these are all good ways to discourage anyone struggling with it 
from approaching us to get the support and encouragement they need. 
 
We also can’t assume that people in our churches – even lifelong members – already know 
what God’s will in regards to marriage and homosexuality is. For the few hours of truth 
most WELS members get in church every week, they are getting a whole lot of lies 
elsewhere. The average American watches 34 hours of television a week.27 Most network 
programming promotes the gay agenda in subtle and not so subtle ways. Programming that 
doesn’t still often depicts marriage in a negative light. Kids in our public schools are fed the 
lies by their classmates and their teachers. All Christians feel the pressure of the sinful 
world to conform to their mindset. We should not underestimate the power of societal 
deception and self-deception when it comes to sin. The only antidote to the lies is the 
powerful truth of God’s Word. 
 
The U.S. Secret Service has agents who are specially trained to spot counterfeit currency. 
You might think their training would consist of becoming familiar with fake bills and the 
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ways they are made – the paper used, the ink used, the design flaws. Instead, they simply 
study the real article – genuine U.S. currency – frontwards and backwards, for weeks on 
end. By the time they’re done, they know the real bills so well that they are able to 
recognize any counterfeit bill almost immediately. 
 
Explaining to our members how churches twist Scripture to come up with a counterfeit 
version of marriage and sexuality isn’t a bad idea. Neither is telling them about all the 
negative results of such counterfeiting. But maybe our time would be better spent just 
making sure people know the real article inside and out. Teach them God’s will for 
marriage and sexuality as often as we can. Exalt the wisdom and love in God’s design. 
There’s no better way to help them recognize and reject any counterfeit version that 
confronts them.28 
 
So, what are some ways churches can do that? In light of the “hot-button” nature of the 
issue, pastors might consider a bible study on it. They might reevaluate how and how much 
they are teaching about marriage and sexuality in their confirmation classes and BIC 
classes. 
 
One option a church might consider is a marriage seminar for married and singles alike. 
Don’t just invite the members; invite the community. Since Paul reminds us that God 
designed marriage to be a reflection of Christ’s love for the church (Ephesians 5), you have 
a built-in way to bring the gospel to any visitors. You also have an appropriate forum to 
teach the truth about marriage and sexuality. 
 
Another option you might consider is inviting Scott Barefoot to speak at your church. Scott 
is a WELS member who lived an openly gay lifestyle for about a decade. In his grace, God 
led him to repentance. Now, Scott uses his free time to give presentations on homosexuality 
in WELS churches across the country and to counsel WELS members and families as they 
deal with the issue. He just finished co-authoring Forgive us Our Sins: Homosexuality in 
Light of God’s Truth with Pastor Richard Starr. Both Scott and the book are valuable 
resources. 
 
Last October, our synod’s Conference of Presidents sent out an email with one action WELS 
congregations might take. The email acknowledged that due to “recent developments in 
our culture and government regarding marriage and human sexuality, it will not be 
surprising if our congregations find themselves facing legal challenges in these areas.”  
Attached to the email was a by-law that could be added to church constitutions that may 
protect a congregation from such legal challenges. If a congregation decides to do this, it 
would be a great opportunity to discuss gay marriage in light of God’s Word. 
 
Let’s also take to heart our Savior’s Words: “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill 
cannot be hidden (Matt. 5:13-14).” As Christians, the eyes of the world are on us. God wants 
it that way, so that through our godly living we might give him and his gospel a good name. 
So, let your light shine. Model God-pleasing marriage for your kids. Live in a way that exalts 
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God’s gift of marriage in the eyes of the world. Show people the blessing that it is by loving 
and cherishing your spouse and raising godly kids, “so that they may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16) 
 
 
 
 
Questions for discussion… 
 

1. How would you react if a homosexual couple visited your worship service one 
Sunday morning? How would your people react? 

 
 

2. In your opinion, what’s the biggest problem our members face in regards to the 
issue of gay marriage? How do we address it? 

 
 

3. As pastors, are we sometimes guilty of treating homosexuality as a worse sin than 
others? 

 
 

4. Could a Christian in good conscience vote to support gay marriage? Could they vote 
for a candidate that supports gay marriage?  

 
 

5. Can you think of a good secular argument against gay marriage? 
 
 


