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The members of the South Central District Special Ministries 
committee are available to assist you in making sure that 
everyone can benefit from the ministry of the Word in your 
congregation, regardless of any obstacles that make 
participation in that ministry difficult. 
District Coordinator Pastor Steven Wagenknecht and Staff 
Minister David Kasischke lead the committee, and are assisted 
by the following district contacts or specialists in the various 
areas of Special Ministries. You can contact them directly for 
assistance in beginning or improving your special ministries. 

o Military Services – Mike Tracy (San Antonio 210-243-3496) <mtracyfam@juno.com> 
o DHH– Rebecca Fielding (College Station 713-899-8696) <rlfielding@yahoo.com> 
o IDDM – Brenda Wagenknecht (Weslaco 520-233-0554) <ewagen@hotmail.com>   
o Health and Wellness – Pastor Jonathan Semro (Houston 281-859-0800) <jms@popcopperfield.org> 
o Called Worker Care – Pastor Steven Wagenknecht (Weslaco 520-450-0442) <ewagen@hotmail.com> 
o Prison Ministry; Mental Health; and Visually Impaired  – yet to be filled. If you have experience or just 

a heart for one of these three ministries, we are looking for volunteers to be district contacts. 

SCD Special Ministries Goals – PLEASE HELP!!! 
GOAL 1: Every congregation of the SCD should designate a woman or man to serve as a congregation contact 
person for the Special Ministries Committee. We are looking for individuals with a heart for ministering to 
those with special needs. They serve their congregation by watching for individuals who might need special 
help to be a part of worship or other congregation activities. They can also look in the community for an 
outreach opportunity that a Special Ministry might provide. Then they help their pastor and congregation 
implement a plan to assist as needed. Contact persons will receive regular communication from the District 
Coordinator to help them in their service. 7 of 49 congregations have named a contact person. If you have 
someone in your congregation who you think would serve well, have them contact me at 520-450-0442. I can 
explain the task and the joy associated with it. 

GOAL 2: We are encouraging every congregation to work in at least one area of special ministries and have it 
in place by June 2016. Congregations are encouraged to work toward serving in at least 3 areas. 20 of our 49 
district congregations currently have at least one. 6 of 49 currently have 3 or more. I think there is more 
special ministry already being done, but not all of you have told me what you are doing yet! 

Around Our District 
o Redeemer, Edna. Services regularly in 3 nursing homes. 
o Grace, Norman. The Thorn Bush autism support group continues to connect with and serve the 

community.  
o Abiding Word, Houston, and our Savior, San Antonio, offer Jesus Cares worship - Service at the Cross.  
o Lord of Life, Friendswood, ministers at assisted living home next door to their property. 8 residents are 

confirmed members of the congregation. 
o Abiding Savior, Weslaco. Has a sensory room in their facility. It is a community play area with activities 

and equipment targeted at developing and stimulating the senses, especially for those with special 
needs.  

o Shepherd of the Hills, Fredericksburg, participates in Prison Ministry pen pal/Bible study program. 
o Cross and Crown, Georgetown. Holds regular services at a facility for Alzheimer’s patients. 

The Elite 8 – Areas of Special Ministries 
Military Services 
Visually Impaired 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Health and Wellness 
Prison Ministry 
Mental Health 
Called Worker Care Committee 
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Pastor Steven Wagenknecht  Staff Minister David Kasischke                  
Abiding Savior, Weslaco, TX                            Our Savior, San Antonio, TX 
ewagen@hotmail.com  davidkas@osl-sa.org 
520-450-0442  210-394-2232 

 

Can everyone in your congregation HEAR you? Rebecca Fielding, our district “expert” in ministry to the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing, is an excellent resource for helpful suggestions so that the hard of hearing are part of 
worship, too. She is serving on the WELS DHH committee. Her phone and email are 716-899-8696 
<rlfielding@yahoo.com> 

Let’s remember our nation’s Military personnel in prayer! Especially in the wake of another base shooting last 
Friday, this one at Lackland in San Antonio! 

The Lutheran Military Support Group (LMSG) organized last fall so that WELS and ELS veterans would be able 
to foster a stronger military ministry, assist military families, and provide mutual support. 81 congregations 
are charter members.  The group provides free Christian counseling through WLCFS Christian Family Solutions 
to our WELS / ELS military people. They are helping WELS Military service committee sponsor the Military 
Contact Pastors training conference to be held this fall of 2016 in San Antonio Texas. Find more information at 
www.lutheranmilitary.org . 

Excellent Military Devotions!  Every week there is a first rate military devotion listed on both the WELS 
Military Services page (wels.net/military) and on the LMSG website (lutheranmilitary.org).  Active duty 
personnel and veterans will certainly appreciate these!   

MAP (Member Assistance Program) through WLCFS Christian Family Solutions – Looking for a Christian 
counselor to recommend for one of your members? This is a possible answer – distance video counseling 
offered by licensed counselors within our fellowship! The South Central District is a MAP partner with WLCFS 
to allow any member of your congregation access to the counseling after pastoral referral. Speak with me or 
Pastor Semro for details. 

Freedom for the Captives! Are you familiar with the resources posted on the WELS website that addresses 
abuse? Churches will find resources to protect their members (and their ministry). Pastors and abuse survivors 
will find spiritual resources for ministry and healing.  The website name is slightly shortened from the 
organization name:  freedomforcaptives.com 

Conquerors through Christ! Exists to give spiritual and practical advice to Christians struggling to overcome 
adult internet pornography. Find help at www.conquerorsthroughchrist.net 

Dear Christian Friend. 110 simplified Bible lessons available in digital format from Jesus Cares Ministries for 
$199. Excellent tool for Sunday School for those with reading delays or other special needs. Order at 
www.tlha.org . 

In closing, consider excerpts of a letter sent to Pastor Hartzell by the daughter of an Alzheimer’s patient to 
whom he ministered: 
I cannot begin to thank you for the impact that you made on the lives of my mother and me… Your outreach 
mission to the people of Georgetown Living has been inspiring. It allowed my mother and me to continue to 
worship together even though Alzhemier’s disease made it where she could no longer venture out. 
Each Sunday I also had the opportunity… helping everyone get settled with hymnals before the service. It was a 
pleasure to serve… to watch miracles happen as the residents participated in the worship service…. Depending 
on the level of disease progression, they might be forgetful, confused, or unsure of the names of family 
members. Yet these individuals easily said the Lord’s Prayer, sang the hymn…. all gifts from God… 
I am also grateful for pastor Hartzell taking the time on Jan. 31 to bring comfort and prayer to my mother; I 
truly believe that it gave her release, as slightly more than 12 hours later, she went home to Jesus… 
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