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Minutes of the 

Fall Pastoral Conference 

South Central District 

Trinity, Mountain Home, TX 

October 19-20, 2015 

 

Monday, October 19
th

    

 
Our conference convened at 10:00am with an Opening Worship Service. Pastor Dave Kapler at worship and Pr. 

Mark Tiefel preached on Romans 3:19-28. Worshippers were blessed to receive the Lord’s Supper. Following 

worship, Shawn Taylor, chairman of Trinity Lutheran Church, welcomed those attending the conference and 

thanked them for the opportunity to host.  

 

After a brief break for set up, Conference Chairman Nate Buege called the conference to order, noted some 

changes to the agenda, and passed the microphone to Conference Secretary David Bivens who called the roll. 

Present were 41 pastors, 3 vicars, 3 staff ministers, and 4 recognized guests.  Excuses were noted.   

 

At 11:30am District Mission Board Chairman Caleb Schoeneck gave his report (written report available online).  

 

Just prior to lunch, Pastor Steve Wagenknecht, the District Nominating Committee chair, offered a brief report 

(written report available online) notifying which positions within the district would be up for election at the 

upcoming District Convention. 

 

At noon the conference broke for lunch as Mark Tiefel led us in prayer. 

 

The conference reconvened at 1:00pm. Pastor Jeremy Cares handed out and presented his essay: “Free at Last! A 

Study of Galatians 3:23-25, 5:1-15” (available online). Discussion followed and the essayist was thanked for his 

work.  

 

It was reported that the conference offering totaled $446.00. The body designated the offering for the new mission 

effort of Faith Lutheran, Tyler, Texas.  

  

At 2:00pm, District President Don Patterson took the floor to offer his report (available online). He began with a 

devotional thought on Jesus’ words to his disciples: “Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” Don’t lose 

your joy, let your confidence as a child of God flourish. Encouragement also was given to be serious in our lives 

of sanctification as well as a reminder to remain passionate for the souls we serve. The report touched on issues 

including synodical and district vacancies; information on the current state of CMO and a current video, specific 

to districts, that has been produced; the “One in Christ” debt retirement plan; the status of WELS VEBA and its 

relationship with called workers; efforts to update or revise model congregational constitutions; Building Use 

Policy Statement for the protection of congregations; WLCFS, Reformation 500
 
plans; amid other topics.  

 

The conference took a 15 minute break at 3:00pm. 

 

Following the break, Pastor Andy Retberg offered his essay “Freedom in Christ!” (available online).  The essayist 

was thanked for his work.  
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Pastor Abe Degner presented a brief update on BWM activity directing them to published information put out by 

the BWM. He also highlighted the Academia Cristo mission efforts currently underway in Latin America.  

 

Pastor Steve Wagenknecht, our district coordinator for Special Ministries, took the floor and offered a 

presentation on the Special Ministry initiatives available. They are urging every congregation to have a designated 

representative for Special Ministries. Staff Minister Marilyn Miller offered a description of the Jesus Cares 

program carried out under the Special Ministry umbrella. 

 

Pastor Jeremy Belter, representing Adult Discipleship announced that the WELS marriage enrichment seminar 

will be held May 20-22th in San Antonio, TX.  

 

Pastor Mark Tiefel, the district worship coordinator, encouraged the district to keep their resources and services 

on the radar.  

 

At 5:00pm, Pr. John Strackbein led the assembly in the evening devotion based on 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 

we adjourned for dinner and fellowship down by the river.  

 

Tuesday, October 20
th

   
 
At 9:00am Pr. Nate Bourman began our Friday session with a devotion on Hebrews 9:24-28. 

 

Following the devotion, Pastor Eric Hartzell comments were offered with respect to Pastor Retberg’s paper 

presented yesterday. 

 

The conference continued with a paper entitled: “We are Free to Serve” (written and available online) presented 

by Pastor Christian Eisenbeis.  After comments and discussion, the essayist was thanked for his work. The 

conference took a break. 

 

After break, Pastor Nate Bourman offered a quick plug for Youth Discipleship in the district and then turned the 

floor to Pastor Aaron Glaeske who offered the conference’s final paper: Legalism Among Us? (written and 

available online). Comments and discussion followed and the essayist was thanked for his work.   

 

A couple items of conference business were dealt with: 

 Next October’s conference is to be held in the Capital Circuit. A motion was made and seconded to 

convene next October’s pastoral conference at Cross and Crown, Georgetown, on October 17-18, 2016. 

Motion Passed. 

 Thanks were offered to our host, Trinity Lutheran Church, our essayists, our worship coordinator, leaders 

and musicians.   

 In the interest of time, the minutes were not read aloud, but attendees were directed to the District website 

where the minutes would be posted.  

 

The conference was adjourned at 12:35pm.  

 

Pr. Jeremy Belter concluded with a devotion on Revelation 1:4b-8.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pastor David Bivens 

 

 

 


