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Minutes of the 

Spring Pastoral Conference 

South Central District 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City, OK 

April 28-29, 2014 

 

Monday, April 28 

 

Our conference convened at 10:00am with an Opening Worship Service. Pastor John Strackbein 

presided at worship and Pr. Kevin Mau preached on John 16:16-23. Those attending were also blessed to 

receive Christ’s body and blood in the Sacrament of the Altar. 

 

After a brief break, Pastor Nate Buege called the conference to order. The secretary called the roll. 

Present were 26 pastors, 2 vicars, 2 staff ministers, and 4 guests.  Excuses were noted.  The agenda was 

adopted and the conference began. 

 

At 11:30am District President Patterson gave his report (written and available online). Patterson began 

with a devotional thought encouraging pastors to actively recruit others for the ministry. During the 

report, extended conversation regarding current CMO subscriptions took place.  

 

At 12:15 the conference broke for lunch and Kevin Mau led us in prayer. 

 

At 1:15 DP Patterson completed his report and ceded the floor to Synodical Council rep. Brad Johnston 

who gave his report (written and available online). He was thanked for his work and representation of 

the district.  

 

Jeremy Belter briefly reminded the conference that a continuing education opportunity would be offered 

the day after District Convention this summer. Professor Forrest Bivens from WLS will offer a one-day 

workshop on Christian Ethics. The number of participants will determine the cost. Please sign up soon. 

 

The conference continued with Pastor Jim Krause offering the first essay entitled “Christian Vocation as 

it Pertains to Pastor, Husband, and Father” (written). Pastor Jim Krause was thanked for his work.  

 

After a brief break, Pastor Caleb Schoeneck presented the District Mission Board report (written and 

available online). Among other items of note, Pastor Schoeneck noted that the BHM is openly working 

with the goal that the WELS needs to open more missions in Texas. 

 

The conference continued as Pastor Mark Gefaller presented Parish vs. Parsonage: Finding and 

Maintaining Proper Balance (written and available online). After discussion, the essayist was thanked 

for his work. 

 

Pastor David Bivens offered a brief oral report on highlights currently evident on the World Mission 

Field. 
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Pastor Eric Hartzell used the various updates from the WELS ministerial education reports to present 

newsworthy items currently taking place in our synodical schools. 

 

At 5:15, Pr. Jeremy Cares concluded our afternoon session with a devotion based on Isaiah 61:10-11. 

After the devotion, the assembly prayed before the dinner that would soon be served and adjourned for 

the evening.  

 

Tuesday, April 29 

 

Pr. Aaron Glaeske began our Tuesday session with a devotion on Romans 7:1-6. 

 

Following the devotion, Staff Minister Chad White reminded the assembly of the teen ministry 

opportunities within the district, specifically the summer Teen Camp held at Camp Shiloh. Packets of 

information have been prepared for each congregation in the district and are available for pickup.  

 

Pastor Dan Laitinen presented his essay: An Exegesis of 1 Corinthians 7:1-9; 25-40 and its Application 

to our Ministry among Singles (essay is written and available online). Significant discussion took place 

during the presentation. The essayist was thanked for his work. 

 

Before taking a break, Pastor Caleb Schoeneck announced that the BHM has officially authorized 

funded for four new church planting efforts, including the effort in Fulshear, TX. The assembly was 

uplifted by this exciting news.  

 

After recessing for a brief break, Pastor Abram Degner presented on the topic: A Pastoral, Evangelical 

Response to the Legalization of Gay Marriage (essay is written and available online). 

 

At 12:00 the assembly broke for lunch having been led in prayer by Aaron Glaeske.   

 

Pr. Mark Tiefel kicked off the afternoon session with a devotion on Ephesians 5:22-31.  

 

Secretary Bivens announce that travel equalization forms were available and reminded the brothers that 

district congregational dues are still being received and congregations should submit them ASAP. Pastor 

Cares then announced that the October conference in Lubbock would take place on a busy weekend in 

the community. Hotel rooms would be available at a premium, but do not fear, a block of rooms have 

been reserved at a discounted rate and information will be made available in due time. 

 

After these presentations, Pastor Marc VonDeylen took the floor and presented the conference’s final 

session entitled: Gleanings from Bible Examples of Marriage: The Good, the Bad, the Ugly (written and 

available online). A multiple lesson Bible Study series will also be made available on the District site in 

the near future. Pastor VonDeylen was thanked for his presentation. 

 

A couple items of conference business were dealt with: 

 Next April’s conference is to be held in the Gulf circuit. A motion was made and seconded to 

convene next April’s pastoral conference Victory of the Lamb Lutheran Church in Katy, TX on 

April 20-21, 2015. Motion Passed. 

 The offering from the opening service totaled $255. After discussion, it was decided by the 

assembly to designate the offering for the new mission Grace, Norman, OK. Motion Passed.  
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 The essay committee announced that next April’s conference will invite an outside speaker to 

present for the different time slots. Once that speaker is found, information will be shared. 

 Abe Degner was retroactively thanked for his essay that was presented before lunch today. 

 Nate Buege encouraged the brothers to consider exploring new mission opportunities because the 

process for identifying and initiating the Fulshear outreach was not as challenging as it may 

seem. Just go for it.  

 Thanks were offered to John Strackbein and Holy Cross Lutheran Church, our essayists, our 

worship coordinator, leaders and musicians, and presenters.   

 

The secretary read the minutes. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept them. A motion 

was made and approved to adjourn at 2:45. 

 

Pr. John Koelpin concluded our conference with a devotion on Revelation 21:1-6. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pastor David Bivens 

 

 

 


