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Monday, June 9, 2014 

The Convention opened at 10 am with Divine Service under the theme: “O Church 

Arise!” with special emphasis on Pentecost. Pastor John Vieths presided and Professor 

James Tiefel preached on John 16:5-11 encouraging us, the sinful doubters, debaters, 

dynamos, and dreamers that we are, to receive the Holy Spirit which is graciously poured 

out by God on this world. Those attending were nourished by the body and blood of 

Christ. 

 

After a brief break, District President Don Patterson called the Convention to order. The 

secretary called the roll. Present were 91 pastors, male teachers, staff ministers, lay 

delegates, guests and others, as follows: 42 pastors; 25 congregational delegates 

(including our Synodical Council rep); 7 teachers, 4 staff ministers; 3 vicars; and 10 

guests.  Excuses were noted.  The agenda was adopted and the conference began. 

 

Pastor Patterson continued with the presenting of his District President’s Report via a 

PowerPoint presentation. Pastors were encouraged to Love your People; Live with your 

People; Listen to your People; Lead your People; Lift up your People in Prayer; and Let 

your People served with their gifts. The report touched on the CMO Revisit Plan; 

Recruitment of Called Workers; and the LWMS National Rally; Patterson then gave the 

floor to 1
st
 VP John Vieths who offered instructions on Floor Committee and Convention 

Procedures. 

 

Mark Vance from Christian Aid and Relief was given the floor. He offered thanks for the 

support and presented a video on their work in the SC District over the past biennium. 

 

Pastor Patterson prayed us to lunch at 12:13pm. 

 

After lunch, Prof. James Tiefel began our afternoon with a video highlighting Wisconsin 

Lutheran Seminary and their anniversary celebration. Following the video, 

encouragement was given in the areas of active recruitment into the pastoral ministry as 

well as continuing education. 

 

District Patterson revisited the President’s report and noted changes to the handout of 

Official Acts during the Biennium. A motion was made and seconded to accept the 

President’s report with noted changes to the Official Acts handout. Motion carried. 

 

The Membership Committee (#4) took the floor to present two resolutions accepting 

congregations and pastors into membership in the South Central District.  The first 

resolution sought to accept the congregation of Grace, Norman, OK into our District. The 

second resolution asked the District to receive pastoral candidate Ben Reichel and teacher 



candidate Matthew Rieck into membership in the South Central District.  The resolutions 

were moved, seconded, and adopted. 

 

Mr. Chad White took the floor for the Elections Committee (#2). After giving 

instructions on procedure, nominations for District President were gathered. 

 

President Patterson ceded the chair to 1
st
 VP John Vieths and began his presentation on 

The Passion of Christ: It’s implication for Christian living and congregational ministry.  

 

Following a brief break, the Elections Committee announced the nominees for District 

President:  Don Patterson, John Koelpin, Paul Seager, and John Vieths.   Ballots were 

collected.  Voting was closed. President Patterson continued with his presentation. 

 

The Elections Committee reported a successful election for District President.  Pr. Don 

Patterson was re-elected president of the South Central District.  The committee 

requested nominations for 1
st
 Vice-President. Having received the nomination ballots, the 

nominations were closed. 

 

Pres. Patterson continued his convention presentation focusing on being and living as 

passionate leaders in our congregations and ministry situations. Discussion questions 

were presented and discussed and we were left with the question: “What will you do to 

recapture your passion for Christ and his ministry when you get back home?” 

 

The Elections Committee announced the ballot for 1
st
 Vice-President:  John Koelpin, 

Paul Seager, and John Vieths.  Ballots were collected and the voting closed. 

 

Mr. Brad Johnston, our District’s Synodical Council representative, offered a PowerPoint 

presentation about the makeup, duties, and current efforts of the Synodical Council’s 

work and some current items on their agenda, including (among other things):  

 

 An update on the CMO situation throughout WELS and the role of the Financial 

Stabilization Fund, 

 The impact of a lower CMO receipts on the Ministry Plan of the current and 

future biennium,  

 An update on the reduction of the synodical debt which results in lower 

amortization payments and the hope to eliminate debt entirely by 2019. 

 

The Elections Committee announced the election of the District 1
st
 Vice-President: Pr. 

John Vieths. The committee requested nominations for 2
nd

 Vice-President.  Ballots were 

collected.  Nominations were declared closed. 

 

President Patterson asked the body to consider possible destinations for the $692 offering 

from the opening service. The assembly was dismissed for a break. 

 

After the break, the Elections Committee announced the nominees for 2
nd

 Vice-President:  

John Hering, John Koelpin, and Paul Seager.  Ballots were collected.  Voting was closed. 



 

Instructions were then given to the Floor Committees on how to prepare and file 

resolutions on the common drive for easy access and printing by the Resolutions 

Committee.  

 

The Elections Committee announced Pastor John Hering was elected as the District 2
nd

 

Vice-President.  The committee requested nominations for District Secretary.  Ballots 

were collected.  Nominations were declared closed. 

 

Pres. Patterson offered the final segment of his presentation The Passion of Christ. 

Emphasis was given on how to become and live as “passionate churches” who ask the 

“right questions” as we carry out passionate, persistent Gospel Outreach. The assembly 

divided into breakout groups for some discussion questions.  

 

After the breakout group, the assembly came back together for the evening devotion 

based on Ephesians 6:11-15 led by Pastor Nate Buege.  

 

Having been fed by the word, Pastor Patterson wrapped up his presentation soliciting 

feedback from the breakout groups and offering strategic encouragement to regularly 

evaluate our pastoral leadership and ministry. President Patterson was thanked for his 

presentation.  

 

The Convention recessed until 8:30am on Tuesday. 

 

Following dismissal the five circuits of our District met prior to dinner and elected the 

following circuit pastors: 

 

 Arkansas Circuit: Chuck Huebner 

 Oklahoma Circuit: John Strackbein 

 DFW Circuit: Paul Seager 

 Capital Circuit: Eric Hartzell 

 Gulf Circuit: Nate Buege 

 

Following supper, floor committees met as assigned and scheduled. 

 

 

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 

 

The Convention reconvened at 8:30am.  Pr. Eric Hartzell led the body in a devotion 

focused on Ephesians 6:16-20. 

 

Secretary Bivens was asked to read the minutes from the 1
st
 day of Convention. After 

doing so, it was announced that Travel Equalization Forms were available for pick up. 

 



The Elections Committee announced the nominees for District Secretary. Pastor David 

Bivens and Pastor Paul Seager were nominated. Nominations were declared closed and 

the vote was taken. 

 

2
nd

 VP of the WELS, Pastor Joel Voss, was granted the floor to offer an update on the 

WELS presidium. After encouraging the assembly with words from Philippians, Pastor 

Voss spoke of the WELS long range plans taking place under the theme: In Christ Alone. 

Encouragement was given to provide synodical information and prioritization to the local 

congregations and continue to keep the wider word of the WELS in mind in our prayers 

and CMO pledges. Pastor Voss also made mention of meetings between WELS, ELS, 

and the LC-MS. The talks centered on the topic of church and ministry. The intent is not 

to establish fellowship, but provide clarity in synodical positions on the topic. Thanks 

was also given to the leadership provided by the District Presidents, Administrators, 

Synodical Council and support staff working together for the benefit of all.  

 

The Elections Committee announced that Pastor David Bivens was elected as District 

Secretary.  The committee then opened the floor seeking nominations for the district 

commission on evangelism coordinator. No additional names were added to the ballot 

which included Pastor Paul Seager and Pastor Andy Schroer. Nominations were closed. 

The vote was taken. 

 

Mr. Jim Hahn, representing MLC, was given the floor to present on Ministerial 

Education. Mr. Hahn directed the assembly to literature provided in the convention 

packets and spoke on the importance of recruiting students and future called workers, and 

making use of the undergrad and post-graduate programs. His presentation concluded 

with a video. 

 

Mr. Ryan Hill, representing the Resolutions Committee (Floor Committee #3), presented 

a resolution designating the offering of $692 collected from the opening service to the 

Student Assistance fund at WLS. Resolution Passed. 

 

Pastor John Stern from Ministry of Christian Giving was given the floor and walked the 

assembly through the various ways that CMG can assist and coordinate ministry efforts 

throughout different arms of WELS.  

 

Pastor John Strackbein represented Floor Committee #7 (Congregation Mission and 

Support). No resolution was made, but an oral report highlighting that section of the 

RTTD was given. 

 

Mr. Richard Mannisto was given the floor to represent and present on Wisconsin 

Lutheran College. He spoke of the importance of WLC maintain a clear confession of 

faith as they open the door to potential students. He concluded with a video. 

 

The Elections Committee announced that Pastor Paul Seager was elected to chair the 

District Commission on Evangelism. The committee continued by soliciting nominations 

for the SC District’s MLC teacher representative. No additional names were added and 



the ballot was closed with nominees Mr. Steven Vasold and Mr. Andy Van Weele. The 

vote was taken.  

 

Floor Committee #6 (Conference of Presidents) presented their resolution. The resolution 

suggested the possibility of including verbiage in congregational constitutions explicitly 

stating the WELS and biblical position against homosexual marriage. Some conversation 

followed. The motion to pass the resolution failed.  

 

Pastor Vilas Glaeske was granted the floor to talk about some of NPH’s newer products 

and the importance of making use of quality resources.  

 

At 10:25 a break was granted. 

 

World Mission Administrator Larry Schlomer reported on behalf of the Board for World 

Missions as well as some insight into the Joint Mission Council. Some discussion 

followed. 

 

The Election Committee announced the successful election of Mr. Steve Vasold to serve 

as a teacher representative on the MLC Governing Board.   

 

The committee then allowed the assembly to elect by acclimation the unopposed 

nomination for additional district positions. The following were elected: Pr. Caleb 

Schoeneck, District Mission Board chairman; Pr. Dave Schneider, District Mission Board 

member; Mr. Mark Enter, District Mission Board member; Pr. Mark Tiefel, District 

Worship Coordinator; Pr. Eric Hartzell, District Board of Appeals; Mr. Jim Hendrickson, 

District Board of Appeals; Mr. Jeff Gaertner, District Board of Appeals; Pr. Jeremy 

Belter, Adult Discipleship Coordinator; Pr. Jon Semro, Special Ministries Coordinator; 

Pr. Marc Von Deylen, MLS Governing Board; Pr. Eric Hartzell, WLC Governing Board; 

Mr. Brent Nemmers, Constitution Committee Chariman. 

 

Professor Forrest Bivens of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary was granted the floor to 

discuss the ongoing education efforts provided by WLS. Prof. Bivens will be offering a 

one-day workshop on Christian Ethics on the day following convention. All were 

welcomed to attend.  

 

Floor Committee #1 (Attendance/Excuses) presented their report.  

 

President Patterson reminded all pastors to submit their annual personal assessment for 

the WELS database. 

 

Floor Committee #8 (Ministry Support, Finances, Budget) presented a resolution to thank 

the many involved throughout the WELS for their efforts in these areas. Resolution 

passed.  

 

Pastor Joel Voss, WELS 2
nd

 VP, took the floor to present on the WELS Ad Hoc 

Commission #2, its purpose and the current efforts. They have been meeting with leaders 



throughout WELS and conducted surveys of many synod workers to collect data. They 

will then bring recommendations to the 2015 Synod Convention. 

 

Pastor Caleb Schoeneck offered a report on the District Mission Board. He directed us to 

the Missions Update and Aggie Update in the Convention Packet. Highlights of the report 

included: encouragement to every man present to be a bold leader in expanding missions; 

thanksgiving for two new pastor/missionary positions in the district, grant funding for 

missions from CEF; an increased mission board; summer vicars; and a 10 mission plants 

in 10 years initiative. Although reports on CMO have been given, Pastor Schoeneck 

reminded the assembly of the relationship between CMO and home mission startups in 

and out of the South Central District.  

 

Pastor Schoeneck gave the floor to Pr. Nathan Wagenknecht who spoke of the Cristo 

Palabra de Vida work of helping share the gospel with Hispanics in the United States. He 

also mentioned the efforts to coordinate Hispanic Ministries in the U.S. and utilize those 

efforts to find world mission opportunities.  

 

After some concluding thoughts, Pastor Schoeneck concluded his report by offering his 

thanks to Mr. Paul Mattek who has completed over two terms of faithful service on the 

District Mission Board.  

 

DP Patterson grabbed the floor and told the story of how the new mission start in 

Fulshear came about. The assembly was encouraged to keep missions on the forefront. 

 

At 12:20 the assembly broke for lunch after being led in prayer by Pastor Eric Hartzell. 

 

Pastor Paul Seager began the afternoon session by leading the convention in a devotion 

based on Colossians 1:15-20.  

 

The floor was given to Mr. Bill Ziche who presented on Northwestern Publishing House.  

NPH actively seeks to provide biblically sound books and material to the WELS and 

beyond. Brief videos on the benefit and reach of the Christlight curriculum, the People’s 

Bible series, and the overall positive impact of NPH were included in the presentation. 

The future includes more and more ebooks and digitally available products. 

 

Floor Committee 10 (Ministerial Education) took the floor and highlighted some aspects 

of the RTTD’s section on Ministerial Education. They also presented a resolution to offer 

thanksgiving for the 150
th

 Anniversary of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. The resolution 

was moved, supported, and passed. 

 

Floor Committee 11 (Subsidiaries) directed the assembly to the appropriate section of the 

RTTD that they studied. They highlighted the compliance of the WELS Benefit Plans 

Office to the requirements of the Affordable HealthCare Acts as well as their efforts to 

notify congregations of all the pertinent implications on the local level. They also 

presented a resolution to encourage the SC District to follow the example of NPH and the 

suggestion of the COP by taking steps to formally coordinate the celebration of the 500
th

 



anniversary of the Reformation in the SC District. The resolution was moved, supported, 

and passed. 

 

Floor Committee 2 (Elections) brought forth a resolution to elect the pastors (3), teacher 

(1), and congregational delegates (8) and alternates who will be representing the SC 

District at the 2015 Synod Convention. The resolution was moved, supported, and 

passed. 

 

Floor Committee 3 (Resolutions) presented a resolution to express their gratitude to 

Calvary and those who went into planning and preparing for the convention. The 

resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 

 

Pastor Belter mentioned that plans are underway for a Marriage Retreat in the SC 

District. He also noted that the continuing education workshop will be held at Calvary. In 

the future, the day after District convention adjourns will be reserved for continuing 

education opportunities. 

 

Pastor Mark Tiefel, the District Worship Coordinator, asked the Pastors to keep their eyes 

open for a worship survey that would be sent out in the near future.  

 

Pastor Jeremy Cares reminded the Pastors that the October pastoral conference will be 

held in Lubbock and that it is imperative to book hotels in a timely manner. Due to the 

discussion and concern over travel and lodging logistics, President Patterson suggested to 

move the October conference from Oct. 20-21 to the dates of October 23-24. The motion 

was moved, supported, and passed.  

 

Pastor Hartzell (Floor Committee #9 – Home/World/Joint Missions) took the floor and 

offered encouragement to the assembly to take joy in knowing that the Lord is using us to 

bring people into contact with his saving will and word. No formal report or resolution 

was offered.  

 

With the Convention’s business complete, Secretary Bivens read the minutes. They were 

accepted as read.  

 

Pres. Patterson adjourned the 16
th

 Biennial Convention of the District at 2:49pm. 

 

Pr. John Strackbein led the assembly in the closing service and gave a devotion based on 

Philippians 3:10-14. During the service, Pr. Strackbein installed the District’s Presidium: 

Pr. Don Patterson (president), Pr. John Vieths (1
st
 Vice-President), Pr. John Hering (2

nd
 

Vice-President), and Pr. David Bivens (Secretary). 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pr. David Bivens, Secretary 

 


