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Minutes of the 

Spring Pastors Conference 

South Central Conference 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Edna, TX 

April 15-16, 2013 

 

Monday, April 15 

 

Our conference opened at 10:00am with Divine Service under the theme of Ascension. Pastor Andy 

Schroer presided at worship and Pr. Andrew Retberg preached on Ephesians 1 reminding us that our 

risen and ascended Lord continues to reign over his body, the church.  Those attending were also blessed 

to receive Christ’s body and blood in the Sacrament of the Altar. 

 

After a brief break, Pastor Larry Schlomer called the conference to order. The secretary called the roll. 

Present were 37 pastors, 3 vicars, 2 staff ministers, and 2 guests.  Excuses were noted.  The agenda was 

adopted and the conference began. 

 

District President Patterson began his report (written and available online) encouraging us with words 

based on John 21:1-14.  Among other things, he informed us: 

 Today (April 15) is the date when the sale of the current SAB goes under contract for final due 

diligence. Plans are under way to move SAB to the new Pewaukee location. 

 Approx. 40 congregations are requesting WLS graduates 

 May 10
th

 deadline has been set for requesting Pastors, Teachers, or Vicars. 

 Encouragement was given to report congregational statistics and contribute CMO in accurate and 

timely manner. 

 Thanks was given to John Vieths as his service on CICR is coming to an end.  

 There is a shortage of LES principals throughout the WELS that is presenting a challenge at this 

current time 

 Encouragement was given to avoid the use of women lectors in public worship 

 Guy Bergenthal and Vilas Glaeske are looking toward retirements in the coming months. 

Additional calling situations were mentioned and highlighted on the written report 

 

At 12:05 the conference broke for lunch and Andrew Retberg led us in prayer. 

 

Pr. Christian Eisenbeis began our afternoon session leading us with a devotion based on Acts 1:1-11. 

 

Questions and comments came from the floor and led to further discussion concerning: 

 

 Additional comments and question regarding the bigger picture of women lectors began. Specific 

situations were brought up and President Patterson admitted there is still much to discuss 

regarding specific situations outside the traditional divine right. Ongoing discussion centered on 

whether this issue is one of adiaphora or not. 
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The conference thanked President Patterson for his report. 

 

Brad Johnston presented Synodical Council Report (written and available online). Highlights include: 

 CMO update and encouragement. 

 Changes coming in 2014 to the WELS pension plan as a result of underfunding. 

 CEF bylaw changes to allow for grants to be distributed to Home Missions. 

 

Pastor Dave Schneider presented the first essay of the conference entitled “Citizens of Two Kingdoms” 

(written and available online) focusing on the Church’s relationship to the government. The essayist was 

thanked for his work and the conference took a break. 

 

After reconvening, Pastor Larry Schlomer presented on the WELS Board for World Missions. Using the 

latest “Missions Update” as a guide, mission updates were given. Special attention was given to the 

electronic and media means by which the Gospel is being spread to otherwise inaccessible parts of the 

world. Encouragement was given to spread the news of the value of supporting BWM through CMO and 

by word of mouth utilizing the resources found on the WELS site.  

 

Pastor Guy Bergenthal presented the essay “May a Lutheran Participate in a Revolution or Rebellion?” 

(written and available online) Time was allotted for questions and comments after which the essayist 

was thanked for his work. 

 

After a prayer from Christian Eisenbeis, we broke for supper and recreation. 

 

Tuesday, April 16 

 

Pr. Daron Lindeman began our Tuesday session with a devotion on Exodus 14:21-31. 

 

Following the devotion, Pastor Jeremy Belter presented his essay “The History of the Just War Theory.” 

Discussion ensued. The essayist was thanked for his work and presentation. 

 

We took care of some conference business: 

 

 The offering from the opening service totaled $338 was designated for Redeemer Lutheran 

Church, Edna, as they recover from damage due to recent flooding. 

 Secretary Bivens announced the recipients of the 2013 Lone Star Grant. There were 5 recipients 

this year. Two are at Luther Prep. Three are attending Martin Luther College. Their names are: 

 

Martin Luther College 

Amelia Nemmers (2014) 

Andrew Nemmers (2015) 

Christopher Dean (2017) 

 

Luther Prep 

Rebecca Nemmers (2013) 

Gretchen Nemmers (2016) 

 

 Encouragement was given to those congregations who have not yet paid their 2013 District Dues 

to do so soon. 

 



[SCD 2013 April Pastors Conference Minutes – page 3] 

After recessing for a brief break, Pastor Caleb Schoeneck presented: “An Exegetical Essay of Romans 

13:1-7” (written and available online). Conversation followed and the essayist was thanked for his work.   

 

At 12:15 the assembly broke for lunch having been led in prayer by Daron Lindemann.   

 

Pr. Dan Laitinen kicked off the afternoon session with a devotion on Ephesians 1:18b-23; 2:6-10.  

 

Pastor Caleb Schoeneck presented the District Mission Board report (written) and, among other items, 

highlighted:  

 We are in an unprecedented time in that money is being made available for home mission work.  

 10 new home missions throughout the US were just approved and funded. 

 Mission Promotion efforts are ongoing and material can always be found on the Connect site. 

 Kingdom Workers continues to look for ways to facilitate ministry. As they are in flux, feel free 

to contact them directly with requests and/or information. 

President Patterson piggybacked on the report to remind all that the responsibility for opening home 

missions falls on each of us. The fields are white…let’s keep looking for opportunities. 

 

Pastor Jon Semro then took the floor to offer the conference’s final essay: “How does a Christian Vote 

when Both Candidates Hold an Immoral Position?” (written and available online).  After the floor was 

open for questions and comments, Pastor Semro was thanked for his essay. 

 

A couple items of conference business were dealt with: 

 A motion was made and seconded to convene next April’s pastoral conference at Holy Cross in 

Oklahoma City, OK. 

 The essay committee needs additional time to determine and assign the essays for next April’s 

conference. 

 It was announced that the traditional January’s conference will take a different look than the 

normal PTD conference. We are looking at a leadership conference in which all teachers, 

pastors, and lay leaders can come together for joint growth. The new dates are set for February 6-

7
th 

and it will be hosted at Abiding Word in Houston. More information, including agenda, will 

be forthcoming. 

 Thank yous were offered to Andy Schroer and Redeemer Lutheran Church, our essayists, our 

worship coordinator, leaders and instrumentalists, and the various reporters.   

 The secretary reminds all essayists and reporters to email materials to him in a format that can be 

posted to the SC District website. 

 

The secretary read the minutes and it was moved and passed to receive them.   A motion was made and 

passed to adjourn at 2:48. 

 

Following these final announcements, Pr. Vilas Glaeske concluded our conference with a devotion on 

Revelation 19:6-9. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Pastor David Bivens 


