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Minutes of the 

Fall Pastoral Conference 

South Central District 

Our Savior Lutheran Church, San Antonio, TX 

October 14-15, 2013 

 

Monday, October 14 

 

Our conference convened at 10:15am with an Opening Worship Service. Pastor Tim Soukup presided at 

worship and Pr. Caig Born preached on Isaiah 43:1-7 announcing the comfort of God’s love for an 

assailed people. Those attending were also blessed to receive Christ’s body and blood in the Sacrament 

of the Altar. 

 

After a brief break, Pastor Nate Buege called the conference to order. The secretary called the roll. 

Present were 42 pastors, 3 vicars, 3 staff ministers, and 7 guests.  Excuses were noted.  The agenda was 

adopted and the conference began. 

 

District President Patterson began his report (written and available online) and emphasized the mission 

efforts currently being organized in the district.  

 

At 12:15 the conference broke for lunch and Craig Born led us in prayer. 

 

Pr. Steve Dorn began our afternoon session leading us with a devotion based on Daniel 3:18-28. 

 

District President Patterson continued his report and focused on news and notes from the WELS at large. 

Having finished his report, Don asked Sally Valleskey to address the conference to speak on Women’s 

Ministry opportunities and programs available throughout the WELS. After opportunity to ask questions 

and further discussion on how WELS VEBA may be affected by the Affordable Healthcare Act, the 

conference thanked President Patterson for his report. 

 

Pastor Caleb Schoeneck presented the District Mission Board report (written and available online). 

Among other items of note, Pastor Schoeneck was excited to announce that funds had been approved to 

call a missionary to Norman, Oklahoma. 

 

Pastor Pieter Reid filled the spot for the BWM report and spoke on the various areas of the world in 

which mission work to Muslims is currently taking place. Pastor Reid also spoke on the new WELS 

initiative of funding an Outreach to Muslims coordinator. 

 

Pastor Mike Otterstatter, Vice President of mission advancement at MLC took the floor and reported on  

Ministerial Education with a special emphasis on Martin Luther College. Printed reports on the various 

ministerial ed. schools were distributed.  

 

At 3:15, the Conference broke for a 15 minute break.  
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After break, Pastor Rob Weiss presented the first essay of the conference entitled “There is no god but 

Allah and Muhammad is his prophet” – What does this mean to the Muslim? which concentrated on the 

life of Muhammad and what his followers today believe about the god he worshiped. Pastor Reid 

reacted to the essay and highlighted the differences between Muhammad’s writings while in Mecca 

(peaceful) and, later, in Medina (polemic). He also reiterated the uncertainty of the Muslim with regard 

to his eternal future that Pastor Weiss mentioned in his presentation. The essayist was thanked for his 

work and the conference took a break. 

 

After a 15 minute break, Pastor John Koester presented the essay “Do This and You Will Live.” The 

Five Pillars of Islam (written and available online). Great attention was given to the principle tenets of 

the Muslim faith. Pastor Reid offered some additional commentary reminding the assembly that much of 

the Five Pillars is based on Old Testament references that have been given a life of their own. The 

essayist was thanked for his work. 

 

After a prayer from Steve Dorn, we broke for supper and fellowship. 

 

Tuesday, October 15 

 

Pr. Joey Koelpin began our Tuesday session with a devotion on Daniel 7:9-10. 

 

Following the devotion, Pastor Matthew Doebler presented his essay “A Christian Evaluation of the 

Islamic View of the Afterlife and How It Motivates Muslims” (written and available online). Pieter Reid 

thanked Matt for his thorough review of Christian teaching along side with the Islam perspective. Reid 

also emphasized that the eternal reward for the Muslim is “all about me” as opposed to being in the 

presence of God. A reminder was also given that the Christian already has eternal life according to the 

work and promise of Christ! Questions and comments came from the floor. The essayist was thanked for 

his work. 

 

After recessing for a brief break, Pastor Chuck Huebner presented on the topic: “The Turks are Coming! 

The Turks are Coming! The Advance of Islam Across Time and Around the World” (essay is written and 

available online). Pastor Reid underscored the prevailing truth that Islam is in no way a religion of 

peace. We do not, however, despair, but turn to our Almighty God of peace and are entrusted to his care. 

Conversation followed and the essayist was thanked for his work.   

 

At 12:00 the assembly broke for lunch having been led in prayer by Joey Koelpin.   

 

Pr. Wayne Fischer kicked off the afternoon session with a devotion on Daniel 12:1-3.  

 

Following the devotion a brief video with an update on the WELS Hymnal project was played for the 

assembly by Mark Tiefel. After the video, Pastor Radloff offered a short visual presentation on current 

news from the “China Partners” program. 

 

After these presentations, Missionary Pieter Reid took the floor and presented on Pastoral and 

Congregational Involvement in Outreach to Muslims. (Outline and resources available online).  After 

the floor was open for questions and comments, Pastor Reid was thanked for his presentation and his 

insights into the topic of Outreach to Muslims. 
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A couple items of conference business were dealt with: 

 Next October’s conference is to be held in the DFW circuit. A motion was made and seconded to 

convene next October’s pastoral conference at Shepherd or the Plains Lutheran Church in 

Lubbock, TX on October 20-21. Motion Passed. 

 The offering from the opening service totaled $339. A motion was made and seconded to 

designate the offering for WELS Outreach to Muslims. Motion Passed.  

 The essay committee needs additional time to determine and assign the essays for next October’s 

conference. Essays are to be assigned by the end of this month. 

 Thanks were offered to Tim Soukup and Our Savior Lutheran Church, our essayists, our worship 

coordinator, leaders and musicians, and presenters.   

 

The secretary read the minutes and it was moved and passed to receive them.   A motion was made and 

passed to adjourn at 2:46. 

 

Following these final announcements, Pr. Marc VonDeylen concluded our conference with a devotion 

on Daniel 7:13-14. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pastor David Bivens 

 

 

 


