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The Convention opened at 10 am with Divine Service under the theme: “The Holy God 
Speaks.” Pastor John Vieths presided and Pr. Don Patterson preached on Isaiah 6:1-8 
reminding us to be conscious (but not self-conscious) about being broken, restored 
volunteers.  Those attending were nourished by the body and blood of Christ. 
 
After a brief break, Pr. Vilas Glaeske called the Convention to order. The secretary called 
the roll. Present were 108 pastors, male teachers, staff ministers, lay delegates, guests and 
others, as follows: 42 pastors; 31 congregational delegates (including our Synodical 
Council rep); 9 teachers, 3 staff ministers; and 23 guests.  24 people also watched the 
convention through live online streaming.  Excuses were noted.  The agenda was adopted 
and the conference began. 
 
Pastor James Huebner, first vice-president of the Synod, reported on behalf of the 
Synod’s Praesidium and the Continuing Education of Called Workers committee.  As 
part of his Praesidium reporting he informed the District about an upcoming Every 
Member Visit being rolled out at the synodical level called “It’s all about Jesus.” 
 
Pastor Patterson prayed us to lunch at 12:15pm. 
 
After lunch, Pr. John Hering began our afternoon with a devotion on Exodus 6:2-8. 
 
The Membership Committee (#10) took the floor to present two resolutions accepting 
congregations and pastors into membership in the South Central District.  The resolution 
to accept Christ Alone (Fort Worth) and Christ the Rock (Round Rock) congregations 
was moved, seconded, and adopted. 
 
The second resolution asked the District to receive pastor candidates Abram Degner and 
Daniel Laitinen into membership in the South Central District.  The resolution was 
moved, seconded, and adopted. 
 
President Glaeske asked the body to consider possible destinations for the $893 offering 
from the opening service. 
 
He then pointed us to the complimentary copies of the ESV Bible each delegate received 
courtesy of Crossway Publishers, the publisher of the ESV  (It was later clarified that this 
was not a political gift, that is, an indication of which translation the District should 
support.). 
 



Pr. Craig Born, the chairman of the Elections Committee (#2), began the election process 
by explaining the system for elections.  He then asked for nominations for District 
President. 
 
Pr. Paul Wendland, president of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, began the convention 
essay, “Not Ashamed of the Gospel:  A Meditation on Paul’s Letter to the Romans.” 
 
During the essay, Pres. Glaeske handed over the chair to 2nd Vice-President John Vieths.   
 
The body delayed its 2:40pm break to allow Pres. Wendland to finish the reading of his 
essay. 
 
Following the essay, the Elections Committee announced the nominees for District 
President:  Eric Hartzell, John Koelpin, Don Patterson, and John Vieths.   Ballots were 
collected.  Voting was closed. 
 
After a brief break, the Elections Committee announced the second round of balloting for 
District President with John Koelpin, Don Patterson, and John Vieths as candidates.  
Ballots were gathered and the voting closed. 
 
The Convention then discussed Pres. Wendland’s essay.  The Convention thanked him 
for his work and asked him to greet Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary on our behalf. 
 
The Elections Committee reported a successful election for District President.  Pr. Don 
Patterson was elected president of the South Central District.  The committee requested 
nominations for 1st Vice-President.  The nominations were declared closed. 
 
District President Vilas Glaeske offered his final report as District President (printed and 
online).  Three additions to his report were made:  two pastors requesting membership:  
Abram Degner and Daniel Laitinen, and one teacher transferring in, Mr. Charles Buege. 
 
The Elections Committee announced the ballot for 1st Vice-President:  John Koelpin, 
Paul Seager, and John Vieths.  Ballots were collected and the voting closed. 
 
Mr. Chuck Fiedler, our District’s Synodical Council representative, then reported about 
the nature of the Synodical Council’s work and some current items on their agenda, 
including (among other things):  
 

• paying down our Synodical debt (reduced from $24 million to $10 million 
already, to be paid off by 2019), 

• our current budget situation (buoyed by a great first five months of 2012),  

• the Synod Administration Building situation (we still have two, hopefully not for 
long),  

• the MLC Early Childhood Center building program,  

• and some new Synod personnel (Communications Director, Human Resources 
Director, and Joint Mission Council director). 



The Convention thanked Mr. Fiedler for his report and for his service (which ends now 
that he’s moving to Virginia). 
 
The Elections Committee announced the election of the District 1st Vice-President: Pr. 
John Vieths.  The committee requested nominations for 2nd Vice-President.  Ballots were 
collected.  Nominating was declared closed. 
 
Pr. Caleb Schoeneck then reported on behalf of the Board for Home Mission.  Some 
discussion followed. 
 
The Elections Committee announced the nominees for 2nd Vice-President:  John Hering, 
John Koelpin, and Paul Seager.  Ballots were collected.  Voting was closed. 
 
Pr. David Bivens reported on behalf of the Board for World Missions, pointing us to a 
printed report and then giving some mission updates accompanied by a power-point 
presentation.  Some discussion followed. 
 
The Elections Committee announced the need for a run-off to elect the District 2nd Vice-
President.  The candidates were Pr. John Koelpin and Pr. John Hering.  Ballots were 
gathered.  Voting was closed. 
 
The District Worship Coordinator, Pr. Mark Tiefel, reported on behalf of the Commission 
on Worship. 
 
The Elections Committee announced the successful election of the District 2nd Vice-
President:  Pr. John Hering.  The committee requested nominations for District Secretary.  
Ballots were collected.  Nominations were declared closed. 
 
Because of some unexpected extra time on the agenda, Dr. Dan Johnson, president of 
Wisconsin Lutheran College, was given time on the floor to address the convention.  
 
While waiting for the Election Committee to tally some ballots, Vice-President John 
Vieths directed the Convention’s attention to other District elections.  He asked the body 
to consider if there were any nominations from the floor for the offices of Synodical 
Council representative, Mission Board lay representative, Nominating Committee 
chairman, and District Board of Appeals (pastor, teacher, layman, chairman). 
 
The Elections Committee announced the nominees for District Secretary:  David Bivens, 
Steven Vasold, and Benjamin Tomczak.  Ballots were collected.  Voting was closed. 
 
Pr. Nate Buege, the District’s Adult Discipleship coordinator, took the floor to report.  As 
part of his report he announced the first action of our new District President-elect, who 
appointed Pr. Jeremy Belter to replace Teacher Kyle Raymond on the District’s Adult 
Discipleship board. 
 



The Elections Committee announced the successful election of the District Secretary.  Pr. 
Benjamin Tomczak was re-elected.   
 
Following the announcement of that election, the chairman opened the floor for 
nominations for other District offices up for election.  None were offered. 
 
The Committee then asked for voting to begin for District Synodical Council 
representative.  After gathering the ballots, they declared voting closed. 
 
Pr. Jon Semro, representing Special Ministries, reported next. 
 
The Election Committee reported the successful election of Mr. Brad Johnston as the 
District’s new Synodical Council representative.  That ended today’s elections.  The rest 
will be handled on Tuesday. 
 
President Glaeske offered some editorial remarks to close out our day of business.  He 
encouraged the delegates to continue the job of encouraging young candidates for the 
ministry to attend our ministerial education schools.  At the same time, he reminded us 
that not all are fit, or needed, for ministry.  For them, Christian training at all levels (here 
thinking of the report we heard from WLC) serves the purpose of training up the Body of 
Christ as well.  He also exhorted the delegates to take what they hear here home to their 
congregations. 
 
The Convention’s Steering Committee directed the Circuits to locations to elect their 
circuit pastors.  Pres. Glaeske encouraged the Circuits to seriously consider who will best 
serve as the pastor of the circuit’s pastors and congregations. 
 
District President-elect Don Patterson took a moment to address the body, asking for the 
support and prayers of the District as he faces his new task.   
 
The Convention recessed until 8:30am on Tuesday. 
 
The five circuits of our District elected circuit pastors: 
 

• Arkansas: Dave Kapler 

• Oklahoma: John Strackbein 

• DFW: John Koelpin 

• Capital: Eric Hartzell 

• Gulf: Nate Buege 
 
Following those elections, the Convention recessed for supper to celebrate the years of 
service as District President given by Pr. Vilas Glaeske. 
 
Following supper, floor committees met as assigned and scheduled. 
 
 



Tuesday, June 5, 2012 

The Convention reconvened at 8:30am.  Pr. Mark Tiefel led the body in a Rite of 
Thanksgiving for the ministry of District President Vilas Glaeske.  The devotion focused 
on 2 Chronicles 6:12-21. 
 
Monday’s minutes were read.  It was moved and seconded to accept them.  The motion 
passed. 
 
President Glaeske took a moment to thank the District for the display of thanks, love and 
support showed at the supper last night celebrating his time as District President, and also 
thanked the District for their support over the years. 
 
Pr. Craig Born began the day’s elections by asking the body to vote on the candidates for 
District Mission Board lay representative.  The candidates are Mark Hartman and Alan 
Krause.  Ballots were gathered.  The voting was closed. 
 
The Convention invited Mr. Jim Hahn from Martin Luther College to take the floor and 
report on behalf of MLC and the ministerial education system.  He described briefly how 
the system works and why it exists and then gave some updates and highlights about the 
four schools and their work.  He especially highlighted the project to expand the early 
childhood center at Martin Luther College and encouraged interested parties to talk to 
him if they wish to support it in some way.  Some discussion followed. 
 
The Election Committee announced the successful election of Mr. Mark Hartman to 
serve as a lay member of our District Mission Board.  He next asked the body to vote for 
a Nominating Committee Chairman.  The candidates are John Koester and Craig Born.  
Ballots were gathered and the voting closed. 
 
The Convention next viewed a presentation about continuing education for called 
workers introduced by (and partially prepared by) Teacher Jim Henrickson.  Discussion 
followed. 
 
The Election Committee reported the successful election of Pr. John Koester as chairman 
of the District Nominating committee.  They then asked the body to vote on nominees for 
the pastoral positions on the District Board of Appeals.  Pastor candidates included Eric 
Hartzell, Dave Kapler, Dave Bivens, John Strackbein, Tim Soukup, and Andy Schroer.  
Delegates were instructed to vote for three.  Ballots were gathered and voting closed. 
 
Staff Minister Josh Walker took the floor next to discuss the upcoming Teen Camp at 
Camp Shiloh (June 17-22) and plans for some group travel to the International Youth 
Rally in Tennessee this summer. 
 
Pastor Wayne Fischer, the director of the Shiloh Lutheran Retreat Center, then 
piggybacked on Josh Walker’s report and talked about some of the other summer events 
and camps at Camp Shiloh.  Discussion followed. 
 



Floor Committees began reporting.  Floor Committee 1 (Attendance/Excuses) kicked off 
the reports and resolutions with their report concerning attendance and excuses.  Their 
report was received. 
 
The Elections Committee reported the election of pastors Eric Hartzell, David Bivens, 
and Tim Soukup to serve on the District Board of Appeals.  The Committee then asked 
the Convention to vote on teacher candidates.  Candidates included Josh Walker, Jim 
Henrickson, Steve Vasold, and Andy Van Weele.   Delegates were instructed to vote for 
three.  Ballots were gathered and voting closed. 
 
Floor Committee 6 (President’s Reports) presented their resolutions.  Their first 
resolution thanked Pres. Glaeske for his years of service to our District.  The resolution 
was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
The second resolution thanked Synod President Mark Schroeder for his “faithful and 
thorough service” to our Synod.  The resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
The Committee also asked that the anniversary of Beautiful Savior, College Station, TX 
(30 years), celebrated on April 18, 2012 be added to Pres. Glaeske’s report. 
 
Floor Committee 10 (World Missions) offered two items.  The first was information 
about world missions gleaned from the Report to the Twelve Districts and noted for the 
benefit of the Convention.  The second was a resolution encouraging district 
congregations to increase their CMO and present that need through the upcoming every 
member visit, to continually assess our kingdom balance in supporting the work of our 
church, to promote greater connectivity between world missions and congregations, and 
to encourage “stronger emphasis on prayer in our congregations and our personal prayer 
lives on behalf of our missionaries and world missions.”  The resolution was moved and 
supported.  Some discussion followed.  The chair called the question and the motion 
passed. 
 
The Elections Committee reported the successful election of teachers Josh Walker, Jim 
Henrickson and Steve Vasold to the District Board of Appeals.  The Committee then 
asked the delegates to vote on the layman candidates.  The chairman moved to elect the 
three lay candidates by acclamation.  It was moved, supported, and adopted.  Dave 
Schweppe, Jeff Gaertner, and Shawn Taylor were elected by acclamation.   
 
The Election Committee put its final election for chairman of District Board of Appeals 
on hold. 
 
The chair called for a break at 10:33am. 
 
After break, the Election Committee asked the Convention to vote for a chairman for the 
District Board of Appeals.  The candidates are Chuck Huebner and Eric Hartzell.  Eric 
Hartzell withdrew his name from consideration.  It was moved and seconded to elect by 
acclamation Pr. Chuck Huebner to be the chairman of the District Board of Appeals. 



President Glaeske then asked the Convention to make a free-will offering for our 
Convention pages.  The plates were passed. 
 
Floor Committee 12 (Joint Mission Council) offered an oral report on behalf of their 
committee. 
 
Floor Committee 7 (Conference of Presidents) took the floor.  Before presenting their 
resolution (dealing with Bible translations), they expressed their opinion that delegates 
here vote to delay the decision about a Bible translation.  The committee then presented 
its resolution asking to delay the decision “at least” to the 2013 convention, asking the 
Synod to “clarify and come to a consensus on criteria”, and that we ask the Synod to 
include all the original translations in the consideration (AAT, ESV, HCSB, NASB, 
NIV2011, NKJV), and that the Synod consider the strengths and weaknesses of not 
adopting an “’official’” translation.  The resolution was moved and supported.  
Discussion followed.   
 
An amendment to the resolution was suggested and supported to amend Resolved c) to 
read “that we ask the synod to consider presenting an expanded ballot” instead of “an 
additional ballot.”  The amendment passed. 
 
A second amendment was proposed to add a resolve that the Synod begin the work not 
simply of studying our own translation, but actually doing the work of gathering 
resources and beginning the work.  The amendment was supported.  Discussion followed.  
The chair asked that this amendment and its second be withdrawn for further 
consideration later.  The amendment and its second were withdrawn. 
 
The committee chairman, Pr. Andrew Schroer, suggested a revision to Whereas 3) based 
on previous discussion, changing “would allow delegates to make a more informed 
decision” to “would allow delegates to consider other viable options.”  The Committee 
agreed to the changes. 
 
A third amendment was proposed to change Resolved c) to read “that we ask the Synod 
to consider presenting an expanded ballot including at least these translations:  AAT, 
ESV, HCSB, NASB, and NKJV, and remove the NIV2011.”  The amendment was 
moved and supported.  Discussion followed.  The question was called.  The amendment 
failed. 
 
More discussion of the resolution followed.  As part of that discussion, Pres. Glaeske 
informed us that the Conference of Presidents resolved at their last meeting to allow 
write-in votes on the Bible translation ballot distributed by the COP.  The question was 
called.  The resolution passed. 
 
President Glaeske asked the body if they were prepared to make their vote using the 
COP’s ballot.  The ballot offered five options:  1) English Standard Version; 2) Holman 
Christian Standard Bible; 3) New International Version (2011); 4) the decision should be 



delayed until the 2013 synod convention; 5) you can write in a choice.  The ballots were 
gathered to be sent in to the Synod for counting. 
 
Pr. Mark Tiefel prayed us to lunch at 12:09pm. 
 
Pr. Nate Buege welcomed us back from lunch with a devotion on Joshua 6:12-20. 
 
Floor Committee 13 (Ministerial Education) presented their resolution encouraging the 
ministerial education schools to “continue their efforts to train workers in Mandarin and 
other languages” to help prepare students for all possible mission opportunities.  The 
resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
The Election Committee brought forward the resolution to elect pastor, teacher/staff 
minister, and congregational delegates and their alternates for the 2013 Synod 
Convention.  The names were read and the resolution moved, supported, and passed. 
 
Mr. Gene Hill, the lay delegate from Holy Cross, Oklahoma City, presented a resolution 
to the Convention resolving that the South Central District encourage the WELS “in 
convention to authorize the preparations for the publication of a WELS translation” of the 
Bible for our official use.  The resolution was moved and supported.  Discussion 
followed.  The resolution failed. 
 
Floor Committee 3 (Resolutions) brought forward two resolutions.  The first resolution 
dealt with the Convention offering of $893.  The committee resolved that the Convention 
designate the offering to Camp Shiloh.  The resolution was moved and supported.  
Discussion followed. 
 
An amendment to the resolution was approved to revise the resolution to designate it to 
Camp Shiloh’s Mortgage Reduction campaign.  The amendment was supported and 
passed and the resolution also passed. 
 
The second resolution expressed the Convention’s gratitude to our host, Calvary Lutheran 
Church, the officers of the District, to our essayist and devotion leaders for their work.  
The resolution was moved, supported, and passed. 
 
District President-elect Don Patterson directed the pastors to turn in their self-assessment 
forms to either DP Patterson or to your circuit pastor as soon as possible. 
 
Floor Committee 14 (Subsidiaries) produced a couple of notes, but no resolutions.  Those 
notes were distributed to the delegates, but not read. 
 
The Convention’s business completed, a ten minute recess was declared after the reading 
and approval of the minutes. 
 
Pres. Glaeske adjourned the 15th Biennial Convention of the District at 1:41pm. 
 



Pr. Jon Semro presided over the closing service.  Pr. John Koelpin preached on Numbers 
6:22-27.  Pr. Semro installed the District’s Praesidium: Pr. Don Patterson (president), Pr. 
John Vieths (1st Vice-President), Pr. John Hering (2nd Vice-President), and Pr. Benjamin 
Tomczak (Secretary). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pr. Benjamin Tomczak, Secretary 
 


