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Minutes of the 

Falls Pastors Conference 

South Central Conference 
Camp Shiloh Lutheran Retreat Center, Pittsburg, TX 

October 15-17, 2012 

 
Monday, October 15Monday, October 15Monday, October 15Monday, October 15    
 
Our conference opened at 1pm with Divine Service under the theme: “Moments of Meditation.” Pastor 
Wayne Fischer presided at worship and Pr. Paul Kuehn preached on 2 Timothy 1:8-14 reminding us 
that we do not work alone; we are preserved in the faith by the Holy Spirit and in the ministry by our 
brothers in Christ.  Those attending were fed on the body and blood of Christ. 
 
After a brief break, Pastor Larry Schlomer called the conference to order. The secretary called the roll. 
Present were 44 pastors, vicars, staff ministers, guests and others, as follows: 33 pastors; 2 vicars; 3 
staff ministers; and 6 guests.  Excuses were noted.  The agenda was adopted and the conference began. 
 
District President Patterson began his report (written and available online).  Among other things, he 
informed us of: 
 

� the status of vicars and the vicar program, including an uptick in Vicar in Mission Setting 
funding; also the Seminary is “taking a more active role in the process of choosing fields of 
service and supervisors (‘bishops’).” 

� how Synod CMO is doing:  subscriptions are the same, but remittance is up 2.2%.  A goal for the 
coming year is “to encourage each congregation to increase their CMO by 4% over last year’s 
offering.” 

� the status of the two Synod Administration Buildings:  some interest has been expressed in the 
old building. 

�  Synod’s pension plan will over a long period of time match with Social Security which will 
“ultimately save the plan 8%.” 

� The course of the new hymnal project: the COP called Pr. Mike Schultz to be the project 
director with a goal of completing the project in 2024. 

� the first “growth” in WELS LES enrollment in several years. 
� the upcoming celebration of the Seminary’s 150th anniversary, which will kick off with 
Symposium 2013. 

� MLC’s ECE success:  116 sophomores in the program; and their building program capital funds 
drive has already raised $1.89 million of a 4-5 million dollar goal. 

� The uncertain future of WELS VEBA and the world of healthcare based on the results of the 
upcoming presidential elections, “It seems best for you and everyone else if you do not get out 
of WELS VEBA at this time!” (see printed report for some of the reasons). 

� A discussion to be held in December 2012 between leaders of the WELS and LCMS, “to gain a 
better understanding and appreciation for each other’s ministries.  This is not to seek 
fellowship or search for doctrinal agreement.  It is to increase understanding and learn from 
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one another.”  Some questions to pursue have been agreed upon and representatives appointed 
(representative of the ELS will be in attendance). 

� and the new arrangements in the Ministry of Christian Giving office. 
 

Questions and comments came from the floor and led to further discussion concerning: 
 

� WELS VEBA changes and premiums. 
� the state of our schools in the Wisconsin Synod:  We have more students, but we hear people 
talking about schools closing everywhere?  Which is it?  According to Greg Schmill 
(Commission on Lutheran Schools), every school under 100 could easily close within a year, 
people need to know that.  In the last 15 years we’ve lost about 150 schools. 

� How we can work with those moving towards home schooling, which seems to be on the rise in 
the United States?  Questioners were directed to the Commission on Lutheran Schools.  
Chairman Schlomer pointed out a WELS home-schoolers blog. 

� The two Synod Administration Buildings:  Why don’t we commit to the new building and sell 
the old?  The Synodical Council (including ten new men) tabled the motion to study the most 
prudent solution.  Talk to Don Patterson or Larry Schlomer to get the detailed explanation. 

 
The conference thanked President Patterson for his first report. 

 
After a brief break we had the first of five sessions led by Prof. Richard Gurgel (Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary) under the topic, “Guarding what has been entrusted to your care.”  The first session 
focused on making the case for ministry long growth. 
 
Around 4:30pm Pr. Caleb Schoeneck (District Mission board chairman) offered the District Mission 
Board report (printed and online), followed by Pr. Larry Schlomer (World Mission Board chairman) 
with the world missions report. 
 
Pr. Andrew Schroer closed our first day’s work with a devotion on Ephesians 6:10-20. 
 
We broke for supper and recreation. 

    
Tuesday, October 16Tuesday, October 16Tuesday, October 16Tuesday, October 16    
 
Pr. Steve Valleskey began our day with a devotion on Romans 12:1-3. 
 
Following the devotion, Mr. Vern Caulk, one of our Synod’s Christian Giving Counselors, took a 
moment to introduce himself and describe his work, especially in coordination with Camp Shiloh.  He 
also mentioned the $1.25 million challenge grant opportunity to support the early childhood ministry 
building program at Martin Luther College. 
 
Prof. Gurgel led us through our second session about guarding God’s gift of time.  After a break we 
began session three, “Guarding God’s gift of faith.” 
 
We broke for lunch.  Pr. Eric Hartzell welcomed us back from lunch with a devotion on 1 Peter 5:8-11, 
after which we sang him “Happy Birthday.” 
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Pr. Benjamin Tomczak (MLS Governing Board) took the floor for the ministerial education report.  
This was supplemented by Prof. Ken Taylor from Luther Prep and Pr. Eric Hartzell (WLS Gov. Board). 
 
After the reports, Prof. Gurgel led session four, “Guarding God’s gift of health.”  Some planning time 
followed this session. 
 
Pr. Jon Mahnke reported on behalf of Truth in Love Ministries, a Wisconsin Synod outreach aimed at 
Mormons in the United States.  We also saw a few of the videos made by TILM to promote their efforts. 
 
Pr. Mark Gefaller closed our day’s work with a devotion on Romans 7:21-25a.  After some recreation 
time, we gathered for dinner, followed by a little more rest, recreation, fellowship, and fishing. 

    
Wednesday, October 17Wednesday, October 17Wednesday, October 17Wednesday, October 17    
 
Pr. Seth Dorn began our day with a devotion on Colossians 3:1-4.  Afterwards, Prof. Gurgel led us in the 
fifth and final session of our conference, “Guarding God’s gift of brothers.”  
 
We took care of some conference business: 
 

� The offering totaling $328 was designated for Camp Shiloh to use for worship materials. 
� The Essay Committee announced October 2013’s essay theme:  “A beginner’s course on Islam”: 

� “There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet,” what does this mean?, Pr. Rob 
Weiss 

� “Do this and you will live,” the five pillars of Islam, by Pr. John Koester 
� “Bring me my virgins!”  What are Muslims living for now and in the hereafter, Pr. Matt Doebler 
� “The Turks are coming!  The Turks are coming!”  How has, how does, and how must the Church 

view the threat of Islam since the Reformation?, by Pr. Chuck Huebner 
� We will also invite Pr. Pieter Reid, our Synod’s Muslim Outreach coordinator, to fill one 
of the essay slots, as well as to serve as a reactor to the assigned essays. 

� The slate of essays was moved and accepted. 
� Essayists are reminded to keep their work to 12 written pages so that it can be read in 
about 45 minutes at normal reading speed (not minutes reading speed). 

� January 17-18 we’ll meet for PTD at Camp Shiloh, and then on April 15-16 at Redeemer, Edna. 
� Next year’s Pastoral Study Conference will be held October 14-15, 2013 at Our Savior, San 
Antonio.  A motion reflecting this was moved, seconded and accepted. 

� Pr. Mark Tiefel gave some notes about the sources of worship for our conference.  You can 
communicate with him if you need some of those sources.  He also informed us about an 
upcoming school of worship and some circuit worship liaisons and other things worshipful. 

� Thank yous were offered to Pr. Wayne Fischer and Grace Lutheran Church, our presenter, Prof. 
Gurgel, our worship coordinator, leaders and instrumentalists, and the various reporters.   

� The secretary reminds all essayists, presenters, and reporters to email materials to him. 
 
The secretary read the minutes and it was moved and passed to receive them.   A motion was made 
and passed to adjourn at 11:19am. 
 
Following these final announcements, Pr. Don Patterson focused our minds on 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Pastor Benjamin J. Tomczak 


