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Minutes of the 

Pastoral Study Conference of the South Central 
Conference 

Divine Peace Lutheran Church, Garland, TX 

April 16-17, 2012 

 
Monday, Monday, Monday, Monday, April 16April 16April 16April 16    
 
Our conference opened at 10 am with Divine Service at Divine Peace Lutheran Church. The theme for 
this conference’s worship was “With High Delight Let Us Unite!”  Pastor John Hering presided at 
worship and Pastor Seth Dorn preached on Luke 24:13-35, especially vv25-27 and reminded us about 
the necessity of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection for our forgiveness and our victory.  Those 
attending were fed on the body and blood of Christ. 
 
After a brief break, Pastor Larry Schlomer called the conference to order. The secretary called the roll. 
Present were 47 pastors, staff ministers, guests and others, as follows: 34 pastors; 4 vicars; 3 staff 
ministers; 6 guests. Excuses were noted.  The agenda was adopted and the conference began. 
 
District President Glaeske began his report (written and available online).  Among other things, He 
informed us of 
 
� some important upcoming dates, including the May 11 deadline for assignment requests. 
� clarifications regarding definitions of profession of faith, adult confirmation, and transfer for 

our statistical reports. 
� some congregational record keeping and documentation issues throughout the Synod. 
� some of the issues being dealt with by the Ministerial Support Group (Chairman Bryan Gerlach), 

including the upcoming call of a director for the new hymnal project and the need for 
manpower in the CMSG. 

� how to properly be a semi-retired pastor when you’re getting a pension. 
� how called workers should be members of circuits, conferences, and districts based on their 

congregational membership. 
� the called worker continuing education program being worked on and developed by our Synod; 
� some new Synod financial statistics. 
� how the Bible translation ballot might look this summer. 
� the current situation with Time of Grace, the Missouri Synod, and RSO status. 
� questions raised about certain medications VEBA covers, including birth control and Viagra. 

 
Questions and comments came from the floor and led to further discussion concerning: 
 
� VEBA’s coverage of birth control and member’s usage of birth control for birth control 

purposes. 
� the ballot being used for Bible translation choice and the timing of a possible delay.  President 

Glaeske’s report indicated a two-year delay.  Clarification was offered, based on Synodical 
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communications, that the delay Conventions could vote would be a one-year delay, giving the 
decision to the 2013 Synod Convention. 

� point 12 of Pres. Glaeske’s report, Synod financial statistics.  He reported that the South 
Central District has been diminishing its subscription over the last few years, and haven’t been 
meeting our subscription either.  He did not comment favorably on either development. 

� the “new VEBA man” referred to in point 15 of his report.  Mr. Jim Flanagan, current “VEBA 
man” for our Synod is taking a new position outside the Synod. 

 
Pr. Don Patterson, our District’s First Vice-President, announced a banquet in Pres. Glaeske’s honor to 
be had on the Monday evening of District Convention, June 4, 2012 (cost per meal will probably be 
about $25).  The banquet is meant to thank him for 29 years of being the District’s Pastor as he’s also 
served as a parish pastor.  Pastors were also encouraged to send their Glaeske-isms to Pr. Patterson for 
some sort of usage.   
 
The conference thanked President Glaeske for his report. 
 
Pr. Dorn led us in prayer. We broke for lunch at 12:13 pm.  Chairman Schlomer encouraged us to 
return by 1:15 pm. 
 
Pr. Paul Kuehn began the afternoon with a meditation on Luke 24:29-30, reminding us how we are 
united as we share in the Sacrament. 
 
After the devotion we heard from our Synodical Council representative, Mr. Chuck Fiedler (oral 
report).  Among other things, he informed us  
 
� of how the Synodical Council works (briefly). 
� of the two major issues facing the SC:  the shortfall in CMO (see Pres. Glaeske’s report) and the 

Bible translation issue. 
� that the Synod is still waiting for one of the two currently owned Synod Administration 

buildings to sell. 
 
After Mr. Fiedler’s report and a rousing thank you for his work, we then heard reports from our 
Synodical areas of ministry:  Board for World Missions, Board for Home Missions, and Ministerial 
Education. 
 
� Pr. Larry Schlomer, the chairman of the Board for World Missions, reported on behalf of The The The The 

Board for World MissionsBoard for World MissionsBoard for World MissionsBoard for World Missions (orally). 
o The Synod’s financial shortfall will require some significant belt-tightening and 

budgetary soul-searching.  Planned increases may have to be put on the shelf. 
o He reported on the work being attempted in Bolivia to train men for the Lutheran 

ministry.  Issues developed over the doctrine of the roles of men and women in the 
ministry and led to our men (LATTE) being removed from properties being used to 
teach the men when the original missionary group took umbrage.  One of the men 
being trained has asked to continue the training and that congregation stands for the 
truth of Scripture. 

o He reported a concern he has that there may be a disconnect between the work of 
World Missions and our home districts and congregations. 



[SCD 2011 April Pastors’ Conference Minutes – page 3] 

o He directed pastors to the Connect website, to the world missions page, and power 
point presentations and other materials that congregations can use to “tell the mission 
story.” 

o Brief discussion followed. 
� Pr. Caleb Schoeneck, our District Mission Board chairman, reported for The District MissiThe District MissiThe District MissiThe District Mission on on on 

BoardBoardBoardBoard    (available in print and online) 
o He reiterated for us the different categories used to organize home mission efforts:  

mission encouragement, mission enhancement, mission establishment, mission 
development, mission enrichment. 

o The announcement of new ministries funding has been delayed because of hazy 
financial forecasts. 

o He asked us to remember that there still is a summer vicar program and the work that 
can be accomplished in a summer is not to be discounted. 

o He also reported on adult confirmation data for our district over the last three years. 
o A number of other news and notes items were in the report available online to read. 
o Some discussion followed. 

 

After these engaging ministry reports the conference took a brief break to rearrange the tables for a 
more propitious adult-learning environment. 
 
� Pr. Benjamin Tomczak, a member of the Michigan Lutheran Seminary Governing Board, 

reported on behalf of Ministerial EducationMinisterial EducationMinisterial EducationMinisterial Education (orally) after the break, about events at the four 
schools: Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Martin Luther College, Luther Prep, and Michigan 
Lutheran Seminary.  He referred questions about Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary to Pr. Eric 
Hartzell, serving on their Governing Board from our District. 

 
Then…Pr. Tom Kock began his three-part presentation on “Learning how adults learn.”  A break 
followed the first session and the second session came after that break. 
 
Chairman Schlomer recessed the conference at 6:05pm and Pr. Kuehn prayed us to supper. 

    
Tuesday, Tuesday, Tuesday, Tuesday, April 17, 2012April 17, 2012April 17, 2012April 17, 2012    
 
Pastor Chris Esmay began our morning session at 9:00 am with a devotion based on Luke’s account of 
the Emmaus disciples, reminding us how we are united as we learn the Scriptures. 
 
Pr. Kock concluded his symposium on adult learning to great acclaim. 
 
After a very brief break, we began our abbreviated essay slate dealing with the topic of adiaphora.  Pr. 
Paul Seager presented an exegesis of 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, “The Believer’s Body belongs to the Lord.”  
Discussion came throughout and followed.  We thanked the essayist. 
 
Pr. Chris Esmay prayed us to lunch.  After lunch, Pr. Craig Born devoted our attention to Luke 24 and 
our unity as we share the Gospel. 
 
After the devotion, Pr. John Vieths read the second adiaphora essay, an exegesis of Romans 14, 
“Freedom and Love in Tension.”  Discussion followed and the conference thanked the essayist.       
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The essays completed, we handled conference business. 
� The offering totaling $311 was designated for King of Kings Lutheran Church, Alexandria, LA, 

by consensus of the body. 
� Pr. Wayne Fischer, director of Camp Shiloh, reminded us that May 1 is the deadline for the 

early registration discount for this summer’s camps.  All applications are online. 
� Secretary Tomczak announced the recipients of the 2012 Lone Star Grant.  There were 11 

recipients this year.  Seven are at Luther Prep.  Four are at Martin Luther College. 
 

MMMMartin Luther Collegeartin Luther Collegeartin Luther Collegeartin Luther College    
Joel Hering (2014) 
Eryn Kriewall (2014) 

Amelia Nemmers (2014) 
Andrew Nemmers (2015) 

 

Luther PrepLuther PrepLuther PrepLuther Prep    
Jenna Hering (2015) 
Micah Koelpin (2012) 
Erika Koelpin (2014) 

Rebecca Nemmers (2013) 
Nathan Vieths (2013) 
Stephen Vieths (2016) 
Molly Weinstein (2016) 

 

� Next year’s Pastoral Study Conference will be held April 15-16, 2013 at Redeemer, Edna, TX.  A 
motion reflecting this was moved, seconded and accepted. 

� The Essay Committee announced April 2013’s theme:  “The Christian and Earthly Kingdoms”: 
� “Exegesis of Romans 13:1-7,” Pr. Caleb Schoeneck 
� “What the Lutheran Confessions tell us about the Lutheran church’s relationship to the 

government, comparing and contrasting that with what other Christian churches 
teach, believe, and do,” Pr. Dave Schneider 

� “Can a Lutheran participate in revolt or rebellion?”, Pr. Guy Bergenthal 
� “How does a Christian vote when candidates hold immoral positions?”, Pr. Jon Semro 
� “The History of the Just War Theory”, by Pr. Rob Weiss 
� The slate of essays was moved and accepted. 
� Essayists are reminded to keep their work to 12 written pages so that it can be read in 

about 45 minutes at normal reading speed. 
� Pr. Nate Buege let us know about a Pastor’s Institute that may happen in late July or early 

August.  It will be either a Hebrew or Greek “read-through” of some portion of Scripture.  It 
will probably be at Abiding Word in Houston.  There’s a possibility of there being two offerings 
in two locations. 

� Pr. Buege also announced a District marriage retreat in October at Sienna Plantation in 
Houston.  More information is coming soon. 

� Pr. Hering announced a “new and improved, one-day” School of Outreach on September 8 at 
Our Savior, Arlington. 

� Thank yous were offered to Pastor Hering and Divine Peace Lutheran Church, our presenters, 
our worship coordinator and worship leaders, and the various reporters.   

� The secretary also requests that all essayists, presenters, and reporters please email their 
materials to him for web-posting. 
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The secretary read the minutes and it was moved and passed to receive them.  
 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn at 2:47pm (almost 20 minutes early, way to go Chairman 
Schlomer!). 
 
Following these announcements, Pr. Jim Krause led us in the prayer before travel and turned out 
attention to Luke 24:36 and reminded us how we are united as we receive the Savior’s blessing. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Pastor Benjamin J. Tomczak, Conference Secretary 


